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Leef Township officials. At center, Wilbur Federer 


The Geigerbuch 


This book centers on the perspective of the Delores Federer-Othmar Geiger family, and is a Look back onto their ancestors—all immigrants from Germany and Switzerland who 
came to Illinois during the second half of the 1800s. It was compiled and written by one of their many descendants: me, who turned and looked forward to Europe again, moving from 
Illinois to live in Switzerland. 


As another sort of migrant, my own path brought me to Bremerhaven, Germany in 2018. Bremerhaven, just 
north of Bremen, is the port through which so many Germans emigrated to America that it now features an 
award-winning museum, the Deutsches Auswandererhaus. Having done a number of small genealogy pro- 
jects in my youth, the realization that | had wandered into my ancestors’ area of departure made me want to 
understand their routes and reasons for making their own trip. 


| have since traveled across Europe to see where many of them came from and feel connected to these 
distant family members whose footpaths were once very close to where mine are now, although they haven't 
been around here for almost 200 years. | often wonder if they could ever imagine I'd reverse course in this 
way and like to think that some of them would be happy to know | came back to ‘visit.’ | also don’t want to take 
for granted that | am very privileged with the opportunity to investigate and document so much of this history, 
when so many people have no such records of their families for so many different reasons. 


The book starts with a chapter on Delores and Othmar, parents to six children and the Wilo Acres family—a 
big family, but one that | grew up seeing often as my mother, Sue Gray, was child number four of this close- 
knit group. By centering this book on the Federer-Geigers, | hope that it also becomes a valuable history for 
my Christmas-in-August cousins, who | saw every year at our family reunions—which continue to this day. 


Then, the next (color-coded) chapters outline the information | have on Othmar’s ancestors—mostly Germans, 
Author Morgan Gray and Sue Geiger Gray at the Altstatten (Saint | although Benedikt married Emma Schurch, whose parents both came from Switzerland. Despite my best 
Gallen) train stop in Switzerland in 2021. efforts, | can’t determine her father Hieronymus' city 

of origin, although | did join the Schurch Family 

Association in Switzerland and was really pleased to be welcomed to their Annual Meeting in Switzerland in the fall of 

2020. Emma’s mother, Anna Amlehn, came from Sursee in the canton of Luzern, the sister city of Highland, Illinois, which | 

visited with Delores Geiger when she traveled to visit me in 2011, although we hadn't yet discovered then that it was a 

significant town for our family history. 


Starting from Chapter Four, the rest of the book outlines the detailed information | have on Delores’ ancestors. | have so 
much more information about Grandma’s side of the family because so many of them came as part of a large group of 
German Catholics who left a small area in Baden (now Germany) and migrated together to the area that is now known as 
Highland (but at the time was known as Helvetia). One Ostringer married a Swiss-German from Sankt Gallen, Switzerland 
upon arrival in the States, but these families, for the most part, left their Catholic church in Germany, packed up, and reset- 
tled at their Catholic church in Illinois. This was lucky for their amateur-genealogist great-granddaughter, who could flip 
through the church records at St. Cacilia in Ostringen or St. Paul in Highland and find a distant relative on every other page. 


Because of the level of detail | had on the ancestors for Delores’ side, that part of the book gets a bit heavier. Therefore, | 
have mapped out the Ahnentafel (a genealogical term for an ancestor table, which also just happens to be a German word 
and thus fitting for our Buch) as a sort of color-coded index to indicate what part of the ‘roots’ you are reading about as you 
progress through the book. Delores’ side is indicated in shades of blue (with green tints on her mom's side and purple on 
her dad's) and Othmar’s in red. The further you go back in time, the lighter the colors. 


You don't have to go very far back before most of us haven't heard of the names of the Geigerbuchers. That, along with the 
black-and-white photos, can make it feel that these people lived in ‘Long ago times’ with limited relevance to how we live 
today. | wanted to show that, in fact, they lived through time periods and major global events that set the stage for what we 
are living through right now—as | write this introduction, we are living through a war in Europe, something that the Euro- 
pean Union was designed to prevent. That European Union was created following world wars that you'll see draft cards for 
in many chapters of this book; it was intended to bring global peace after the families in this book, like millions of other 


Sue Geiger Gray helping me scan microfilm at the 
library in Highland, Illinois in 2020. 


families, Lost beloved children to those fights. The farmland and the educations that these ancestors cultivated were passed 
on directly to us. In order to demonstrate that, | also have added a few ‘Historical Context’ sections to this book so that we 
can see their experiences right alongside some of the stories we learned about in school (or sometimes that we didn’t learn 
in school). 


| conclude my book with a short land acknowledgement, as this whole story is possible because of the suffering and dis- 
placement of the native people who called Illinois home not so long before the Badeners boated over. It’s a very small indi- 
cation of the recognition of the privileges and challenges that | understood even more clearly as | researched the history of 
my humble immigrant farmer relatives and what was happening in the world around them as they built their lives. 


Further, it laid the foundation for me to eventually appear, reverse their footsteps, and write their story. 


Historical context: Chain Migration 


‘Chain migration’ became a popular term in the public discourse during the writing of this book, 
reaching a Google Search peak in January 2018. Many pundits used it to describe what they saw asa 
recent trend in immigration to the US, one where immigrants from a particular area move to another 
location because their family or members of their nationality have previously migrated there—a ‘fam- 
ily and friends’ effect. In current debates, the concern generally centers around the idea of ‘migrant 
quality’, and whether or not the country should allow migration based on criteria like skills instead 
of based on family reunification. 


My beloved cat, Cat Middleton, who has also made 
the titular Switzerland-America-Switzerland jour- 
ney. She provided invaluable companionship 
throughout the creation of this book, but no assis- 
tance whatsoever. 

But in fact, the family in this book and the small settlement in Illinois that became their home demon- 

strates that this phenomenon is not new at all. Chain migration was an important factor for many 

European migrants at this time. Considering the time, money, and risk (even to one’s own life, con- 

sidering that many died enroute, especially before the steam ship shortened travel times) involved 

in migrating at the time of the Geigerbuchers, news from the New World from a trusted source like 

a family member about the prospects in America was highly valuable. Plus, family could provide 

integration Support such as employment or housing on arrival—for example, our Mathias and The- 

resa Schwarz first lived with Mathias’ brother until they were able to build their own house. 


Highland, or New Switzerland, or even ‘Helvetia’, was founded by a Swiss immigrant who wrote back 
home describing and ‘pitching’ the area to his fellow citizens. Many did choose to follow his route, 
and asmall pocket of German-speaking immigrants began to form in southern Illinois. Similar pock- 
ets sprung up across the Midwest, as immigrants wrote back to the Old Continent and sent for their 
family to join them. 


e Most of the ‘Midwest river cities’ (Midwest referring here to south of Wisconsin and east of 
Nebraska) attracted predominantly northwest Germans. 
e Germans from Prussia, Hanover, Oldenburg, and Bavaria formed a community in Cincinnati. 
e Those in St Louis were mostly from Prussia, Hanover, Brunswick, and Baden (see the section 
on Ostringen on page 141 of this book for more on the Badener ancestors who came through 
St Louis). 
e Quincy, Illinois became home to Prussian Westphalians, and 
Peoria saw mostly East Frisians from Hanover settle there. 
Bloomington was a landlocked railroad town, and so it did not attract Germans until the 
1850s, when it started to see large numbers of Pomeranians, West Prussians, and other 
northeastern Germans arrive. 
Sources: Frizzell, R. W. (1987). Migration Chains to Illinois: The Evidence from German-American Church Records. Journal of 
American Ethnic History, 7(1), 59-73. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27500562. Wegge, S. A. (1998). Chain Migration and Infor- 


mation Networks: Evidence from Nineteenth-Century Hesse-Cassel. The Journal of Economic History, 58(4), 957-986. 
http://www. jstor.org/stable/2566846 


Family Tree and Ahnentafel Numbers, in Ten Chapters 


The Geigerbuch 


Mapped below are the family groups and the chapter that covers them. The color of their chapter is also used to indicate their place of departure on the map at right. 
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| have indicated on this map the names of all our emigrant ancestors’ 
and their year of emigration from Europe, with a color indication of 
their ‘chapter’ in this book. 


The migrating Geigerbuchers were largely my great-great-great- 
grandparents or their parents. Most traveled from their hometown 
across the continent to depart for America from the port at Bremerha- 
ven, on the northern coast of what is now Germany. Finally, I've noted 
the year of my own immigration, arriving ‘back’ in Europe in 2009. 


The port at Bremerhaven 


Anna Niemeier 1875 Herman Woltering; 


Anna Maria Ratermann 1872 


Theresa Hagedorn 1854 


Franz Frisse 1851 


Wilhelm Federer & 


Casper Lauer 1854 
Kathrina Trautner 1841 


Jacob Rall 1841 


Felix Bellm; 
Felix Geiger & Theresia Kamp 1857 Charles Bellm & 
Marie Magdalena Kuhn 1845 


Emma Schwarz; 


Maria Anna Gschwend 1843 Mathias Schwarz & 
Maria Theresia Ganninger 1853 


Anna Amlehn 1868 Rosa Hotz 1872 


Morgan Gray, arrival 2009 


'Only Hieronymus Schiirch is missing from the map; he was an immigrant ancestor from Switzerland but could not be placed as his city of origin is, as of 2022, unknown. 
Original map by ‘T.G. Bradford, 1835; from A Comprehensive Atlas Geographical, Historical and Commercial,’ image hosted by the University of Alabama Map Library at alabamamaps.ua.edu 


Family Tree and Ahnentafel Numbers, in Ten Chapters 


The Geigerbuch 


Mapped below are the family groups and the chapter that covers them. The color of their chapter is also used to indicate their place of departure on the map at right. 
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Geigerbuchers Arrive in Madison County 


Based on documentation of where our immigrant ancestors owned property or resided, | have mapped where they lived in Madison County in the first years after their arrival, mar- 
riages, and establishment. If they owned land, the area where it was is marked with a representative but not exact rectangle. If there is no record of them owning the land, the 
location where they were living is indicated simply with a straight line. 
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Wilo Acres: Delores Federer and Othmar Geiger Family 


Othmar Jerome Geiger [2] 


When Othmar was born on 3 Feb 1930, in 
Highland, Illinois, his father, Joseph Geiger, 
was 34 and his mother, Ida (Woltering) Gei- 
ger, was 29. They were living in Helvetia 
Township, Illinois. 


Othmar graduated in 1948, then helped at 
home on his mom and dad's farm until he 
was drafted. 


Othmar served in the Army from 6 Nov 1951 
to 29 Nov 19532, and then married Delores 30 
Dec 1953 at St Paul Catholic Church in High- 
land. 


While in the Army, he deployed to Korea, 
where he served as a driver for officers. De- 
lores once joked that ‘the most important 
thing he had to do was keep his car clean.’ 


His brother, Leonard, also served in the 


| Army in Korea and was in the battle at Pork 


Chop Hill. 


Othmar shipped home a jewelry box for Delores, as well as fine china and pearls, 
while still on active duty. They wrote letters sometimes 4-5 times a week because 
that was their only means of communication. People at home were encouraged to 
write frequently to keep morale up and keep soldiers informed of what was going on 


at home. 


He worked with his father-in-law Wil- 
bur on the WILO Acres farm (‘Wil’ from 
Wilbur and ‘0’ for Othmar). Many of his 
grandchildren share fond memories of 
rides in his truck, with the smell of 

pipe smoke in the interior and a bag of 
orange Circus Peanuts under the seat. 


He died on 6 Jun 1997, at the family 
home in Alhambra, Illinois, at the age 
of 67. 


? Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File 
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Delores Stella Federer [3] 


When Delores was born on 28 Aug 1932 in 
Highland, Illinois, both her father, Wilbur 
Federer, and her mother, Estella M Frisse, 
were 22. 


Delores and Othmar went to St Paul High 
School together, but Othmar was two years 
older. Their first date was probably a prom 
date, according to Delores. When Othmar de- 
ployed with the Army to Korea, he proposed to 
Delores. Upon his return, they married and 
raised six children. 


The Geiger family held reunions every summer 
from 1994 to 1998, and at the Bloomington, IL 
} meeting in 1999 first discussed forming an LLC 
if to create the WILO Group. 


The WILO Group annual meeting and family re- 
union was held every summer since then and 
has served both to manage the family farm 
property and reinforce connections between 
Delores’ children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren. 


A first print edition of the Geigerbuch was pre- 
pared for Delores’ 90" birthday celebration, 
which also served as the 2022 WILO Group An- 
nual Meeting. 


Othmar Geiger, 1930 US Census; Delores Federer birth record, 1932° 
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31930 US Federal Census in Helvetia, Madison County, Illinois. This and all census records in this book were accessed through Ancestry.com and the National Archives and Records Administration. Birth record in St Gertrude 


Catholic church in Grantfork, IL. 


Othmar Geiger, 1940 US Census 


Othmar was 10 and has completed 3" grade. His oldest brother Raymond was in high school. His parents both went to school—Joe until 5" grade, and Ida until 8". Adolph Storbeck, 


a hired man, was also living at the home with the family. Both Joe and Adolph reported working 75 hours a week. Adolph earned about 420 dollars that year. 
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Delores Federer, 1940 US Census; Emma Frisse’s former house in Highland, 2022 
Delores was eight and in the second grade, and both of her parents were 30 and working on the farm. 


During first and second grade, Delores spent the school weeks living with her recently widowed grandmother Emma (Lauer) Frisse on Zschokke Street in Highland so she could 
walk to St Paul Catholic school in town. She returned home on the weekends. (Her father insisted that she have a Catholic education, even though it meant paying tuition because 
they were out of the bounds of the parish.) Then, she spent two years doing the same at her aunt and uncle Theresa and Leonard Gall’s house on Pine Street. Eventually, Delores’s 
parents convinced Calvin LeBegue and a few other neighbor boys to drive her to school which meant she could stay at home, which was a huge relief to Delores who says she ‘was 
in tears every Monday morning when Dad would take me down to town for the week.’ Later on, Gene Ramsey started a school bus route and Delores could ride the bus. 
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Othmar Geiger, 1950 US Census 


Othmar was 20, and reported working 60 hours a week 
on the farm, along with his brother Raymond. They were 
earning about 820 dollars. His brother Leonard was 
operating machines at the corrugated box company, 
earning about 690. 


The Ramsey school bus 


Delores rode a Ramsey bus to school when it began 
operation, which allowed her to stay home with her 
parents during the week. 
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“ From the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger’s collection: Three photos of Delores as a child and one at her high school graduation. 


Othmar ‘Ott’ and Delores ‘Babe’ Geiger® 
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5 Photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Wartime documents from Othmar and Delores, 1943, 1951, 1952 


From left to right: WWII ration books for the Federers, 1943. Each ration book contained a monthly allotment of ration points for items like sugar, meat, cooking oil, and even shoes. 
Rifle Score Card for Othmar, circa 1951. Shipping receipt for china sent by Othmar to Delores during his deployment to Korea, 1952. 
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Historical context: Agricultural Communities and The New Deal 


Delores Federer was born in 1932, in the depths of the Great Depression: Farm income had fallen by over 50% since 1929 
and nearly a quarter of America was unemployed. President Franklin D Roosevelt's administration implemented several 
New Deal programs to respond. Some were short term, intended to combat the crisis, but others shaped the environment 
in which Delores grew up and continued on to present day. For example, the Works Progress Administration was created 
to return the unemployed to the workforce, and financed hospitals, schools, and hundreds of thousands of miles of roads. 
The Illini Union in Champaign, IL and the Gateway Arch in St Louis, MO were some of the many constructions funded by 
the similar ‘rival’ agency, the Public Works Administration. 


Several New Deal programs focused on farming. The Farm Credit Act helped farmers refinance mortgages and played a 
pivotal role in the federal credit union movement. Federal Crop Insurance Corporation was created to provide insurance 
for farmers’ produce. Many of these programs continued—the FCIC is now a state-owned corporation—or were formed 
into the current Farm Service Agency. 


These programs supported numerous farm families: 20% of farmers refinanced their mortgages under the FCA. But they 
also changed the face of American farming in other ways: A USDA report found that “minority farmers have lost significant 
amounts of land and potential farm income as a result of discrimination by Farm Service Agency programs and the pro- 
grams of its predecessor agencies.” Especially in Southern states, the lending programs were designed to help primarily 
white farmers, tenants, and sharecroppers and these loans have been shown to have been denied to Black farmers. In 
1900, Black farmers made up 13% of all US farmers. By 1978, they made up about 2% of the total. 


Sources: Congressional Research Service Racial Equity in US Farming: Background in Brief, 19 Nov 2021; Living New Deal Project at University of 
California, Berkely; Coppess, J. "The History and Development of USDA Farm Loan Programs, Part 3: 1946 to 1961." farmdoc daily (11):46, Department of 
ACES, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, March 25, 2021.; Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States (1977) series K220, 
N301.; Smiley, Gene (1983). "Recent Unemployment Rate Estimates for the 1920s and 1930s". The Journal of Economic History. 43 (2): 487-493. JSTOR 
2120839; Farm Credit Administration’s History of the FCA, Updated October 12, 2021 


Historical context: 1975, the International Year of Women 


In 1975, the United Nations named the year the International Women’s Year. The women’s liberation movement that had just begun in the 1960s was the largest 
and broadest social movement in US history. Women across the country fought for substantial changes that would shape the experience of ‘Geigerbucherinnen.’ 


Some of the women in this book are named as heads of household on censuses—as widows, they were able to own property, write wills, or even execute their 
husbands’ wills. But the legal status of married women in the US was different—the legal existence of the woman was incorporated and consolidated into that 
of the husband, which meant they had legal rights but no legal autonomy. Even until recently, this legal concept of ‘coverture’ meant that marital status was 
one way that women in this book had their potential diminished and limited the types of stories we could eventually document and tell about them. 


As an illustration of how their legal status affected our relatives in large and small ways, consider that every woman named in this book (with the exception 
of the author) came of legal age at a time when they did not have the simple right to take out their own credit card separate from their husbands. Until 1974, 
many banks required single, divorced, or widowed women to bring a man along with them to cosign for a credit card. Only in 1974 did the Fair Credit Opportunity 
Act make it illegal to discrimate based on gender—or religion, race, or national origin, for that matter. 


You also don't see any of the women in this book with military documents: Prior to 1973, women were only allowed in the military as nurses or support staff. 
While some of the women of the Geigerbuch did hold civilian jobs outside of the home, they also had limited legal rights in the workplace. For example, the 
first time a court recognized office sexual harassment as grounds for any legal action was 1977, well after women in this book entered the workforce. 


Sources: Finding the Movement: Sexuality, contested space, and feminist activism. Anne Enke. Duke University Press, 2007; Smithsonian Magazine, ‘Forty Years Ago, Women Had a Hard Time Getting 
Credit Cards’, Rose Eveleth 2014 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/forty-years-ago-women-had-a-hard-time-getting-credit-cards-180949289/. The Legal Status of Women, 1776-1830. 
Marylynn Salmon. https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/essay/legal-status-women-1776%C3%A2%E2%82%AC%E2%80%9C1830 


Othmar and Delores Geiger family‘ Federer-Geiger marriage & anniversary 


i 
fle 
it 


The groom Joseph Gel- 
Ser, Jr., a brother, as best man 
and Frisse, a cousin of 


i 


G5 
E 
i 
i 


‘The bride's chapel 
length of - 
Pate he Celebrate 25 years 

's 

Jace. ' Mr. and Mrs. Othmar Geiger of Alhambra 
saeotent, recognized 25 years of marriage in 
be pagled “. quiet celebration with their ¥ 
fusion _  Othmar Geiger and Delores (nee Federer) 


ALS 
fae 
fal 

He 
i 
HF 
of 
ip 
He 


They are the parents of _ six 


‘ 
: 
z 
; 
f 
i 


2 
E 
: 
: 
; 
4 
F 
: 


Acres Farming operation in Alhambra. 
Ott and Babe are continuing their anniver- 
sary celebration this week in Hawaii. 


BERG? 


6 Photo taken for the 25th wedding anniversary of Othmar and Delores. From the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Delores (Federer) Geiger’s 90" birthday celebration.’ 


Photographed with her six children in Troy, Illinois, in 2022. 
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7 From left to right: Daniel, Karen, Jerome, Susan, Steven, and Barbara. Photo by Genae (Yergler) Andris, oldest granddaughter of Delores. 


The Geigers of Helvetia: Ida Woltering and Joseph Geiger Family 


Joseph Felix Geiger [4] 


Parents 
Benedikt Geiger [8] & Emma Catherine Schtrch [9] 


Marriage date 
24 Oct 1923 in St Rose, IL 


Children 
Name 


Raymond Joseph Geiger 
Leonard Anthony Geiger 
Jeanette Isabelle Geiger 
Angela Marie Geiger 

Othmar Jerome Geiger 

Alice Clara Geiger 

Bernard Felix Geiger 
Dorothy Eileen Geiger 
Joseph George 'Butch' Geiger 
Francis Leon Geiger 


When Joseph Felix was born on 19 Sept 1895, his fa- 
ther, Benedikt, was 36 and his mother, Emma, was 


His daughter Dorothy said that Joe was 19 when his 
dad died of a stroke. 


He was tall with gray eyes and dark hair, and he 
married Ida Bernadine Woltering on 24 Oct 1923, in 
St Rose, Illinois. They had 10 children in 12 years. 


He was a member of St Paul's Catholic Church in 

Highland, a 64-year member of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus Council 1580, a member of the Holy Name 
Society and the Legion of Mary, and a member of 

the Madison County Farm Bureau. 


He retired from farming and lived in Highland Home 
for six years until his death. He died on 24 Sep 1982 
in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 87 and is buried in 
St Joseph Cemetery in Highland, Illinois.® 


Birth information 


31 Jul 1924 in Helvetia Township, IL 
1 Dec 1925 

5 Sept 1927 

17 Nov 1928 

3 Feb 1930 in Highland, IL 

11 Dec 1931 

8 Apr 1933 

5 Jan 1935 

22 Feb 1937 

30 Sep 1938 


8 Biographical data from a newspaper clipping of his obituary, saved by Delores Geiger. 


Ida Bernadine Woltering [5] 


Parents 


Ida Bernadine Woltering was born on 4 Aug 1900, in 
St Rose, Illinois, and baptized the next day, with 
Bernadine Vosholler and Theodore Tebbe serving as 
godparents. At her birth, her father, Herman, was 
53, and her mother, Anna, was 38. 


She married Joseph and they had ten children to- 
gether, although one died at just two days old. 


Ida worked for a time at the St Louis Dairy company. 


Ida's younger sister Emma (Sister Terentia) joined a 
convent (Sisters Adorers of the Most Precious 
Blood in Ruma, Illinois) in 1920 and went on a mis- 
sion to China. 


Ida died on 14 Feb 1958 and is also buried in St Jo- 
seph Cemetery in Highland. 


Herman Woltering* [10] & Anna Marie Catherine Niemeier* [11] 


Spouse name and marriage date 


(see descriptions by Dorothy in following pages) 


Delores Federer, 30 Dec 1953 


Death information 


22 May 2006 in Highland, IL 

21 Sept 1985 in Chesterfield, MO 
15 Nov 2010 in Mascoutah, IL 
24 Aug 2010 in Highland, IL 

6 Jun 1997 in Alhambra, IL 

12 Dec 2020 

10 Apr 1933 in Helvetia, IL 


24 Oct 2014 in Highland, IL 


Ida Woltering baptism, 1900 


Godparents were Bernadine Vosholler and Theodore Tebbe. 
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Geiger-Woltering marriage, 1923? 


Witnesses are Benjamin (Staloy?) and Olivia Woltering. 
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All draft cards in this book were obtained via the website Fold3. 
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Ida Woltering, 1920 US Census 


Ida and her parents were living with Ida’s older brother Aloysius in Helvetia; Ida’s brother Henry and his wife Anna appear to have lived next door. 
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Joseph Geiger, 1920 US Census 


Joseph and his sister Mary lived with their mother in Helvetia Township. 
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Ida and Joseph wedding photo (Oct) and as attendants (Sept) 1923" 


Witnesses at their wedding were John Staloy and Ida’s sister, Olivia. Bernard Woltering was one of Ida’s older brothers. 


"Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Bernard & Clara (Kustermann) 
Woltering 
September 12, 1923 
Attendants: Ida Woltering & 
Joseph Geiger 
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Joseph and Ida Geiger, 1930 US Census 


Joseph and Ida have had five children by 1930, but also seem to have an orphan at the house named John Sheraka as well as a ‘daughter’ Catherine Frohm with a different last name. 
Although they've written she is a daughter this is unlikely; it is also noted her father is from Germany. 
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This census listed the whole family and hired man Adolph Storbeck in Helvetia Township. The Geigers were renting, paying $12 monthly rent. 


Joseph and Ida Geiger, 1940 US Census 
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Joseph and Ida Geiger family photo” 


From the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. Front row: Ida, Dorothy, Francis, Joseph Jr, Joseph Sr 2nd row: Angela, Alice, Othmar, Jeanette. Back row: Leonard, Raymond. 


Joseph and Ida Geiger family photo” 


Joseph Geiger WWII draft registration card, 1942 
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8 Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Historical context: WWII Draft and Post-war Programs 


When Joe Geiger registered for the WWII draft in 1942, he was already 47 years old. He 
had registered for the WWI draft at the age of 21, almost 25 years earlier. 


On April 27, 1942, the Selective Service conducted the fourth of six WWI draft registra- 
tions. This registration, also called the ‘Old Man's Registration,’ collected information on 
the industrial capacity and skills of men born between 27 Apr 1877, and 16 Feb 1897 (ages 
45 to 64). This draft registration was exceptional: not intended to be used for active-duty 
military service, but to provide a complete inventory of manpower resources in the US 
that could be used for national service. 


Earlier registrations began after the Burke-Wadsworth Act was passed by Congress on 
16 Sep 1940, by wide margins in both houses. It was the first peacetime draft in the his- 
tory of the United States. 


According to History.com editors, “The registration of men between the ages of 21 and 
36 began exactly one month [after the act was passed], as Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson, who had been a key player in moving the Roosevelt administration away from 
a foreign policy of strict neutrality, began drawing draft numbers out of a glass bowl. 
The numbers were handed to the president, who read them aloud for public announce- 
ment. There were some 20 million eligible young men—50 percent were rejected the 
very first year, either for health reasons or illiteracy (20 percent of those who registered 
were illiterate). 


In November 1942, with the US now a participant in the war ... the draft ages expanded; 
men 18 to 37 were now eligible. Blacks were passed over for the draft until 1943 because 
of racist assumptions about their abilities and the viability of a mixed-race military. 


By war's end, approximately 34 million men had registered, and 10 million served with 
the military.” 


Although they were not drafted, more than 1 million black men eventually did serve in 
the military during WWII. Despite being excluded from the draft, after their service they 
were technically eligible to benefit from post-war programs such as the GI Bill. The law 
had three major benefits: money for education, loan guarantees for homes, farms, or 
business, and unemployment pay. 


However, when black veterans returned, the reality was that segregated systems kept 
them from accessing the benefits they had earned. 


For example, college: Black residents of the South were restricted to about 100 schools 
that were designated as ‘Colleges for Negroes’, and most had only a few hundred stu- 
dents. As aresult, about 95% of them could only attend historically black colleges, which 
were overwhelmed by the influx and underfunded. Two thirds of all the black veterans 
were from the South, where access to benefit information also differed, with only about 
a dozen black counselors for all of Georgia and Alabama and none in Mississippi. Ulti- 
mately the Bill was found to have a substantial negative impact and exacerbated eco- 
nomic and educational differences for black and white Americans in the South. 


For home loan guarantees, the realities were even worse. In 1945, returning veterans 
could access loans, but the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans Admin- 
istration were financing post-WWII housing developments and they explicitly prohibited 
these homes from being sold to black residents. Black families that were prohibited 
from buying those homes or property in the 40s and 50s, gained none of the equity ap- 
preciation that white families gained. Today, the net worth of a typical white family is 
nearly 10 times that of a black family. 

Sources: This Day in History: 1940 September 16 United States imposes the draft https://www.history.com/this- 
day-in-history/united-states-imposes-the-draft. World War II Selective Service Draft Cards: Fourth Registra- 
tion, 1942 https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/ww2/draft-cards-fourth-registration.pdf. GI Bill, 


WWII and the Education of Black Americans. National Bureau of Economic Research. https://www.nber.org/di- 
gest/dec02/gi-bill-world-war-ii-and-education-black-americans. 
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A description of Joe and Ida written by their daughter, Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis: 


“Grandma Geiger’s family settled near St Rose. She went to St Rose School and as far as | know graduated from 8" grade. | don’t know at what age but she did work in Highland for 
Dr Kreser, a local MD. She was a hired girl and helped in his office. 


Later she worked for the Highland Dairy. | don’t know if this is where she met Grandpa Geiger or at the local dance hall. Anyway they met and eventually married. | also know that 
Grandma made hats (popular in the 1920s) and purses to sell. 


All their lives, Grandma and Grandpa lived at the corner of now Klaus-Geiger Rd and Iberg Rd. They had 10 children (one died in infancy). We were all baptized at St Paul and gradu- 
ated from St Paul High. Mom loved to read and believed in education. She pushed for high school for all her children. Mom was the one that took us to school everyday. The school 
bus started in 1948. 


Mom and Dad's faith was foremost in their lives. We went to mass every Sunday and holy day. Mom would take part of the family to one mass and Dad took the rest to another. 
Weather or a late night were no excuses. Prayers were said before and after meals. During Lent and Advent the rosary was said after supper. 


Mom worked hard to support her husband and children. She cooked many a meal. Except for breakfast we all ate together at a long table. Dad at the head and Mom to his right (so 
she could get up for extras like moms usually did). 


We had a large garden and a truck patch and grew most of our food. We also had an orchard. It was nothing unusual to can several hundred quarts of fruits and vegetables. We 
had no refrigerator until! was older. We had an ice box and Dad bought ice at the local locker plant. If summer was hot, Mom would let us chip off a piece of ice to suck on. We had 
jelly at every meal. 


Raising a family during the Depression and World War II was no easy task. Mom and Dad worked as a team. Their faith sustained them and their German disposition made them 
move on. We may not have had all the material things of life but we did have food, shelter and knowledge our parents were there. 


Remember we lived in the country and Dad still used horses for farming. Mom took us to school (St Paul) most days (rain - snow - good weather.) Most of our neighbors’ kids went 
to country schools. There were four country schools. One north-east (by Klaus Rd & Sebastopol Road) known as the Forrister School. One south (Bob Eilers Place) known as 
Sugar Creek. One on Buckeye Rd, known as Buckeye School. One on lberg Rd, west of the gun club. 


For money makers each year the school held box socials. All the unmarried girls and women of the school district decorated a box and filled it with good food. The boxes were 
raffled off to eligible young men. We, us girls, got to participate because OUR Dad was the local auctioneer. He knew how to play the crowd.” 


SS —— Ida Woltering Geiger 
burial record, 1958 and 


a 
, Liber Defunctorum Ecclesiae photo” 


On Ida’s death certificate, 
the cause of death was 
noted as ‘probably coronary 
occlusion.’ Ida’s daughter 
Dorothy still has the certifi- 
cate, which also noted the 
Boulanger Funeral Home 
was the funeral director and 
the burial was in St Joseph's 
Cemetry in Saline Township. 
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™ St Paul Church records, Marriages 1911-1950, Deaths 1911-1974. Photo: Ida Woltering, from the collection of Delores Geiger 


Emma Clara, Ida’s younger 
sister, returned from China, 
1946 

Emma departed Shanghai (where 


she had served as a nun) in Jan 1946 
and arrived at Tacoma, Washington 
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Joe Geiger’s milk truck 


“Joseph Geiger had a milk hauling route. This started with 
a team of horses and a wagon. It eventually turned into a 
truck with an insulated box, milk was hauled in cans. Not 
sure who of the Geiger sons got in on the hauling, but | 
believe Ray was the main driver for the truck. 


Geiger Farms still has the last truck that was used, 1953 
Chevy, that my dad turned into a grain truck. We also have 
the last milk box used, possibly the one that is in this 
picture. The route would have been local dairy farmers, 
but not sure where they hauled milk to. 


Notice the chicken under the truck. 


Geiger Farms, LLC currently farms all the tillable ground 
that is included in the Geiger family [Joe Geiger Sr's farm]. 


As manager of Geiger Farms, | feel it is an honor to be the 
5th generation to farm this family farm.” 


UL PREL AT 
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® National Archives and Records Administration; Washington, D.C.; Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at Seattle, Washington; NAI Number: 4449160; Record Group Title: Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, 1787 - 2004; Record Group Number: 85; Series Number: M1383; Roll Number: 286 


6 Dave Geiger, grandchild of Joe Geiger and current manager of Geiger Farms LLC, in 2022 
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The Evolution of the Geiger Family Farm in Helvetia, beginning in 1891 


Felix Geiger began buying land in Helvetia Township in the 1890s. It appears the first parcel may have been in Section 11, but | don’t have record of how he came to own that land, half 
of which was owned by F. Thraner and half by J. berg in the 1861 plat book. Felix added on a small 20-acre parcel that had been Alex Forrester’s to his first property in Section 11, 
and Adolph eventually added on another 60 acres to make a contiguous parcel of 160 acres. This was passed to Adolph, then to Leonard Geiger, then to his children Jay Geiger and 
Cheryl Mueller. so they are Joe and Ida’s grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren of Felix and Theresa. 


The second parcel was 40 acres in Section 15. Felix and Theresa lived on the Section 15 farm. 
Felix and Theresa had five children: Mary and Benedikt were the only two to have children to inherit the land. 


Louis, Theresa, and Adolph did own and operate some of the original farmland but also added on. Although these three children did not have children of their own to inherit the 
property, Geiger land was nonetheless passed to Felix and Theresa’s grandchildren—it just ‘skipped’ over Benedikt. 


Benedikt was a tenant farmer who lived several places around the Pierron, St. Jacob and Highland area, but Felix and Theresa's land did not pass directly to him. Eventually, Ben- 
edikt became a tenant on the Zipprodt family’s property (Section 14) which was only a 1/2 mile down the road from Felix's farm. 
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Joseph Geiger Section 14 farm photo, 1950” 


Joe lived in the southwest corner of the northeast quarter of Section 14 of 
Helvetia. His house no longer exists; it was torn down and a new house was 
built by his son, Joe ‘Butch’ Geiger. 


Geiger Farms, LLC. 2022 


Geiger Farms, which is operated on one of Felix and Theresa’s original properties (parcel 3) in Section 14, is part 
of the the Centennial Farms program in Illinois, which “honors generations of farmers who have worked to 
maintain family farms in Illinois.” 


To qualify for Centennial Farm status, an agricultural property must have been owned by the same family of 
lineal or collateral descendants for at least 100 years. A lineal descendant is a person in the direct line of de- 
scent, such as a child or a grandchild. A collateral descendant Is not a direct descendant, but is otherwise 
closely related, such as a brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece or cousin. 


Geiger Farms have been owned by a member of the Geiger family since the original date of purchase of 1894. It 
is currently managed by Dave Geiger, who provided the land abstracts for Geiger properties in the next pages. 


™ Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
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Parcel 2 Land Abstract: Felix bought 40 acres in Section 15, 1891 


of i WARRANTY DEBD ‘ . 
JSOPEO ee IS nevelearte 3508 . This parcel was first bought from the US Government by Casper Koepfli, one of 
JOBN C. STBINER Filed Oct. 9, 1894 the Swiss co-founders of the city of Highland, in 1834. 


Book 211 page 170 
It was bought from Mr. Koepfli and exchanged hands six more times, until it 


Conveys, orthe = 5905 
ean ener eee Ot ee ee was bought from Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Steiner in 1891 by Felix Geiger. 


Felix left it to his wife and children, and it was passed from Adolph to Joe 
Geiger and it is now owned by Joe and Ida Geiger’s youngest child, Francis 


JOHN C. SPBINER & Wife WARRANTY DEED ‘ A . age : 
aa Dated Oct.. 8, 1891 Jake’ Geiger. Some of it is farmed by Geiger Farms, LLC. 
FELIX GIGER Filed Oct.. 9, 1891 


Book 211 page 171 


Ci 
OnVveYSs North Nest Qr.. of the South West Or. of Section 15-3-5, 


PHERESLA GEIGER, Widow QUIT CLAIN DEED Se 
BEN GEIGER & Wife Dated Sept. 14, 1909 Zipprowenl 7 
WARY BREHM & Husband Fred Filed Sept. 15, 1909 go” a 
who with the Grantees herein Book 33 page 244 . : : 
are all the heirs of Felix Giger,dec'd. 4 
40 40 
To are = 
LOULS GIGBR, ADOLPH GEIGER and [Chas pre 
. : . . . Liles 
PHERESLA GEIGER Parcel 3 Land Abstract: Felix bought 80 acresin 9 “’~ ae 
7 La 3 
Conveys, » 1th Nest Or.. of the South West Qr. of Section 5-3-4 Section 14, 1894 aieschen cnceras 
, TD. Rate g 
t Wunet “| 
F cee [era 


The foregoing is a correct abstract of title to the land described 
in the Caption hereof;as we have found the same on the indexes to Deeds, Mortga 


Judgments and tax sales of Madison County, at Edwardsville this end day of 
September A.D. 1909 at 9:40 A.M. Z LOUIS R, VALLIE? & Wife WARRANTY DEED 
POLL J To Dated Apr. 28, 1892 
S555 ag ee eee oe ee < 2 333 HIPPOLYTE LEROY Filed Apr. 26, 189% 
ff Book 215, page 104 
Conveys, south Nest Or. of the North Bast Qr.. and 
South 1/2 of the North West Or. of North Bast Or. Sec. 143-5, 
\ HIPPOLYT& LEROY & Wife WARRANTY DEED 
939 To Dated Aug. 20, 1894 
FELIX GIGER Filed Aug. 22, 1894 
: Book 235, page 107 
Conveys, 5 uth Nest lr. North Bast Gr. and South 1/2 of the North Re: 
vr, of the North Bast Or. of Section 14-35. 
URS JOSEPH DROESCH & Wife WARRANTY DEKD 
To Dated Oct. 3, 1895, 
PELIX GIGER Filed Oct.. 4, 1895. 


Book 2283 page 369 


Convey, th 1/2 of the North Nest @r. of the North Bast r. of 
Section 14-3-5. 


FELIZ GIGER & Wife MORTGAGE DERD 
To Dated Oct. 3, 1895, 
URS JOSRPH DROBSCH Biled Oct. 4, 1895. 


Book 226 page 437 


Parcel 4 Land Abstract: Felix bought acres in Section 14, 1895 


North 1/2 of North West r.. of North Bast Qr. of Sec. 14-3-5, 


In the 1892 plat book, the section Felix eventually bought is marked ‘J. D’’; 
Joseph Droesch. 


URS JOSB&PH DROBSCH REL BASE OF ABOVE 
To Dated Oot...6, 1896 Combined with parcel 3, this made a total of 80 acres purchased by Felix 
PELIX GIGER Filed Oct.. 7, 1896 : ‘i ‘ . . : 
: Geiger; this Section 14 farm was the first land Benedikt’s son Joe Geiger 


Book 20 page 124 
owned. It is currently owned by Geiger Farms, LLC. 


Parcel 3 and 4 Land Abstract: Theresa, Ben- 


edikt, & Mary gift acres in Section 14, 1909 


Now the Geigers own the whole west half of the north- 
east quarter of Section 14. 


Parcel 5 Land Abstract: Adolph Geiger 
bought 80 acres in Section 14, 1937 


Roy R.Zipprodt and Edna Warranty Deed $4000.00 | The ‘Zipprodt’ farm is 80 acres that was purchased 

Zipprodt, his wife and Dated July 13, 1937 “| by Adolph Geiger for $4000. 

Ella S. Hoover and Frederick Filed July 30, 1937 ; 

F. Hoover, her husband, Book 747 Page 8. Othmar Geiger, Joe’s son, eventually inherited 
#1. - some of this property and bought some of his 


° 
Adolph Geiger. 


siblings’ shares, and that land is still owned by 
Othmar’s wife Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


The Northwest quarter of the northwest quarter 
and the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter See Palco o fora PhoteHtaken CmWialPmapenty 
of Section fourteen (14) in Township three North Range 
Five West of the Third Principal Meridian, containing 
eighty (80) acres, more or less, Situated in the County 
of Madison in the State of Illinois. 

The Grantee assumes and agrees to pay the taxes levied 
against the above described real estate for the year 
A.De 1937s 

The above real estate is sold subject to the leasehold 
interest of Joseph F. Geiger, tenant in possession 

whose lease expires March lst, A.D. 1939. 

Instrument is signed Roy R. Zipprodt (Seal) Edna Zipprodt 
(Seal) Ella S. Hoover (Seal) Frederick E. Hoover (Seal) 
Instrument was acknowledged on July 13, 1987 by Roy 

R. Zipprodt and Edna Zipprodt, his wife, before Wm. 

G. Anderson, a Notary Public in and for Bergen County, 
New Jersey and is under Notarial Seal. 

Instrument was acknowledged on July 15, 1937 by Ella 

3. Hoover and Frederick F. Hoover, her husband, 

before Lillian L. Green, a Notary Public in and for 

Los Angeles County, California and is under Notarial 


Conveys:- 


Seal. 
($4.00 I.R.S. attached-cancelled) 
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Parcel 6: Joe Geiger bought 120 acres in Section 11, 1947 


This parcel in the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 11 was purchased by Joe Geiger around 1947 from the Forrester (sometimes 
spelled Forister) family. 


These are photos of the Forister farm when purchased in the 1940s and on the right, the house in the 1970s. The Geiger family has retained the landgrant 
transfer to the first landowner and the abstract, but does not include the purchase by Joseph Geiger as abstracts were discontinued by then because of 
< the cost. 


Jos. ¢ Ida 
GOgGer 


4 This house is still owned today by a descendant of Benedikt: Raymond and Bertha Geiger lived in this house and currently their son Dale owns it. 
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Properties still owned by Geiger descendants in 2022 


IHALIS 


The properties owned are indicated on the 2007 platbook map with a number that tells the order in which 
+ they were purchased. 

Cheryl A. . 

Mueller 


Burnell J. 
Petry, Tr. 


& Richard 
Bircher 


Delores J. 
Giger Trust 


Robert L. 
Kampwerth 


iSM TRO Yacque- | 40 40 
premier line \James G\Glen B 

Barth, Tr.| Kamp- & @>roth 
Knebel, ae werth 


Everett L. & 


Joseph G. Geiger 


Toczylowski 


Daniel : 
50 |Schneider} Ka Ruth R. Rogier 


Joe Geiger photos and obituary® 


This photo was taken in Helvetia Township, Section 
14 in front of Joe and Ida Geiger’s house. The family 
in this photo grew up in this home, which was even- 
tually torn down and replaced by Joe ‘Butch’ Geiger’s 
house. Grandchildren remember big summer parties 
with many cousins gathering at the house, especially 
when Alice (Sister Miriam Thomas) would be home 
from the convent (School Sisters of Notre Dame). 


About 100 yards away from that house was his 
daughter Dorothy's house, where he spent a short 
time before he moved to Highland to a home.” 


of Edwardsville; 
Funeral services te coders, me Ge 
= ‘were onday, (Jeann te is 
eee ien, wer, (ay ee me 
Reda Bae et y orothy) Lewis, both 
+, Church with Glenn ( 
St. Paul’s 


of of » and Mrs. Ee 
Highland, Father Jerome (Alice) neg 
aa Ma et Hildagard Haislar of 
— oe. He died 2 at 
oseph’ oi gon grandchildren He — 
é poke a retired farmer se 


He 
Holy Name 
1976. oltering, member of the Legion of 
<r married Ida W' and the 
Saran wee Sats ea 


8 Clipping and photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. Photo at top left: Back row: ‘Butch,’ Jake,’ ‘Ray,’ Othmar, Leonard. Front: Angela, Alice, Joe, Dorothy, Jeanette 
™ Told to me by Steven ‘Jake’ Geiger in 2022. 
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Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ description of Joe and Ida’s children: 


|. “Raymond Joseph Geiger 


1942 Graduated from St Paul High School, worked on farm, hauled 
milk - helped at farming. Lived on Forrister Place (north of home- 
place), worked at Highland Supply, Highland Community Schools - 
Custodian 


2. Leonard Anthony Geiger 


1943- Graduated from St Paul High School, Worked at Highland Box 
Board (lived at home), Served in Korean War, Worked at Highland 
Box Board after service. buried in St Joseph's Cemetery, Highland 


3. Jeanette Isabelle Geiger 


1945 - Graduated from St Paul High School. Worked for Dr Hermann 
(Hired Girl) for several years, worked at Highland Box Board till 
1970, lived in apartment in Highland 


4. Angela Marie Geiger 


1946 Graduated from St Paul High School. Worked at St Joseph Hos- 
pital, Highland part-time during high school 


Fall 1946 - Graduated St John’s School of Nursing, Returned to St 
Joseph's Hospital, Highland, lived in apartment in Highland 


1949 unil 1998 worked at either St Joseph Hospital or Dr Hediger’s 
office 


5. Othmar Jerome Geiger [see Chapter 1 for more on Othmar] 
6. Alice Clara Geiger 


Graduated from St Paul High School 


Around age 14 or 15 moved to Highland and lived with Jeanette in 
apartment and worked at St Joseph Hospital after school, weekends 


Worked 1 year after graduation at St Joseph's Hospital, Fall 1950 - 
Entered School Sisters of Notre Dame Convent 


1950-1968 - Was Catholic nun - taught in schools at Ripa, Belleville, 
San Antonio, TX, New Orleans 


Received Bachelor's degree and Master’s Degree from Oklahoma 
University 


June 1968 - Left convent and returned to Illinois 


Fall 1968 - Entered St John’s School of Lab Technology - Spring- 
field, IL, Graduated - Moved to Houston, TX 


Married Roger A Vonland on Sept 24, 1977, they lived in various 
states - Texas, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida 


Joe Geiger medical certificate of death, 1982 


7. Bernard Felix Geiger 
Born April 8, 1933, Died April 10, 1933, Buried St Joseph Cemetery 
8. Dorothy Eileen Geiger 
1951 Graduated from St Paul High School - spent 1 year at home 
helping Mom 
Aug 1955 - Graduated from St John’s, Aug 1955 - Oct 1957 - Em- 
ployed at St John’s Hospital, Worked as RN in Polio Ward 


Oct 1957 - Came home - Mom sick. Employed at St Joseph's Hospi- 
tal - Recovery Room 


Feb 1958 - Mom Died, | worked and kept house for Dad, Butch and 
Jake 


Oct 1960 - married Glenn Lewis - St Paul, Had 4 children, Enjoyed 
antiquing, garage sales, refinishing furniture, helping with 4-H 


9. Joseph George (Butch) Geiger 


Born Feb 22, 1937 at hospital. In 8th grade contracted Rheumatic Fe- 
ver. Bed ridden for months. We had no TV or indoor plumbing 


1955 - Graduated from St Paul High School, By end of high school 
could resume school work and sports, served in Peace Time Army 
Reserve 


Moved into Geiger Farm Homestead Klaus-Geiger Rd Grain farm - 
milked cows and raised swine - later beef cattle 


St Paul Church - Extra Ordinary Minister - taught PSR classes. 
Kirchenfest committee and more 


4-H Leader, Madison County Fair Board Officer, Belonged to Moose 
Club, Highland Jaycees, K of C, Pork Producers 


Helvetia Township Supervisor, Enjoyed Sports - Participation and 
Observer - Coach, Served and Chaired committees for Highland 
Schools 


Had 7 children 
10. Francis Leon Geiger 


Born Sept 30, 1938, graduated from St Paul High School, lived at 
home, served in the Peace Time Reserves 


Moved to Rode Farm in Edwardsville, grain farmed, raised swine, 
served on Township Committees, loved to square dance, helped with 
Madison Co Fair, still living on farm.” 


Joe’s medical certificate of death, retained by his daughter Dorothy, states he was living on Rural Route 2, Box 100 and was buried in buried 
in St Joseph Cemetery. He was listed as ‘inpatient’ at St Joseph Hospital at his time of death. He suffered atherosclerosis and a heart attack. 


20 The Breese Journal, 30 Sep 1982 


Joseph Geiger obituary” 


_ Joseph Geiger Sr. 


Joseph F. Geiger Sr., 87, of 
Highland, died Friday, Sept. 24, 
1982, at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Highland. 

’ He was born Sept. 19, 1895, 
near Pierron, and farmed most 
of his life, before retiring in 
1961. Geiger had been a High- 
land Home resident since 1976. 

Geiger married Ida B: Wolter- 
ing on Oct. 24, 1923, in St. Rose, 
and she died Feb. 14, 1958. 

Survivors include sons Ray- 
mond, Leonard, and Joseph Jr., 
all of Highland, Othmar of 
Alhambra and Francis of Ed- 
wardsville; daughters Jeannette 
(Mrs. Cletus) of Mascoutah, 
Angela (Mrs. Hayden) Young 
and Dorothy (Mrs. Glenn) Lewis 
both of Highland, and ‘Alice 
(Mrs. Roger) Vonland of Dun- 
woody, Ga.; sister Hildagard 
Haislar of Chastains of High- 
land; 29 grand - and five great 
grandchildren. 

Sisters Anna Geiger, Teresa 
Schuh and Mary Woltering, and 
son Bernard, preceeded him in 
death. 

He was a member of St. Paul 
Church, Highland, a 64-year 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus Council #1580, mem- 
ber of the Holy Name Society 
and Legion of Mary Societies of 
the church, and Madison 
County Farm Bureau. 

Services were held at 10 a.m. 
Monday, from St. Paul Church, 
with Father Martin B. Mangan 
of Highland, Father Jerome 
Ratermann of Waterloo, and Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Henry J. Knoedler 
of Pierron, officiating, and 
burial was in St. Joseph Ceme- 
tery, Highland. 

Visitation was held at 
Spengel-Boulanger Funeral 
Home, Highland, a church wake 
service was held at 3:15 p.m., 
and a Legion of Mary Rosary 
Service was held at 8:30 p.m. 
Sunday, both at the funeral 
home. 


Othmar Jerome 
GEIGER [2] 


1930-1997 


-_— 


Delores S 
FEDERER [3] © 


1932- 


~~ WOLTERING [5] ©; 


Joseph F GEIGER 
[4] 


1895-1982 


Ida Bernadine 


1900-1958 


Woltering-Geiger Family 


___ Anton GEIGER [32] 
-1858 
____ Felix GEIGER’ [16] .. 
1828-1909 
Maria Anna FLAIG 
— [33] 
Benedikt GEIGER “aM 
r [8] 
1859-1915 
-— Georg KAMPP [34] 
Theresa KAMP* 
i] * 
1828-1916 
Theresia EHRET 
° [35] 
Melchior 
Hieronymus SCHURCH* [36] 
SCHURCH* [18] | 
1008-1883 =©=9| ——_—Barbe(?) KUTTAU 
[37] 
Emma Catherine 
SCHIERCH [9] *| Balthasar 
ee AMLEHN [38] 
Anna Christina 
AMLEHN* [19] © 
1830-1911 
Maria Ana 
Theodore n TROXLER [39] 
WOLTERING [20] 
Herman 1815-1875 
' WOLTERING* [10] ©) . 
1847-1930 Anna Maria 
| Catharina, 
RATERMANN* [21] 
1820-1899 
___ Theodor NIEMEIER 
JosephP | [44] 
; NIEMEIER [22] |___ Maria Helena 
Anna Marie LANHERMAN [45] 
_____- Catherine _,.| 
NIEMEYER® [11] _ 
1862-1937 Jan Fridrich 
Katharina (Katie) SOMMER [46] 
~— SOMMER [23] * ee 
c. 1830- Maria Elizabeth 


HOPPE [47] 


Christian GEIGER 
[64] 


|__ Katharina KUNAZ 
[65] 


oO} 


___ Andreas FLAIG 
[66] 


| ~~ -MAnna 
SCHUMACHER [67] 
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Anna Maria HUG 


[69] 


Mathias EHRET 
[70] 


1746-1797 


a | 


Maria Anna PFAFF 
[7] 


1757-1816 


Georg Joseph 
( AMLEHN [76] ° 


o— 


;— Jacob EHRET [140] 


| Verena KEISSER 
[141] 


Peter Paul PFAFF 
-— oOo 


[142] 


o— 


|__ Maria Eva MOSER 
[143] 


Joan Jodocus 
[— AMLEHN [152] 


1670- 


1709- 
o— 


| _ Clementia 
GALLICKER [77] 


___ Michael TROXLER 
[78] 


| Anna Maria 
ARNOLD [79] 


‘— Anna GILLI [153] 


-— Peter PFAFF [284] 


| Maria Eva 
HAITZMANN [285] 


Benedikt Geiger [8] Emma Catherine Schierch [9] 


Benedikt was born on 2 Jan 1859 in Boonville, ro S22. See pe Fg ap When Emma was born on 8 Apr 1871, in 

: h 1 dh during life, ; eae : 
Missouri, and died on 17 Sep 1915 in Highland, i. oe ee aoe “Teeeet hee. EE aoa Highland, Illinois, her father, Hieronymus, 
Illinois. —St. Ambrose. was 63, and her mother, Anna, was 40. Her 


He is the second of five children. Benedikt’s father only tives untibsheavas:| 


older sister Mary was born in Baden, now Ger- 
many. When she was five years old, her par- 
ents moved the family to Missouri. Benedikt 
was born there, and then when Benedikt was 


At 23, she married Benedikt. She gave birth 
to five children, although her youngest 
daughter died in infancy. Her mother died 
when Emma was 40 and Emma's husband 
| 


In Your Charity 


about eight, they moved to Illinois. On the 1860 Pray for the repose of the soul of died four years later. 
Boonville census, Benedikt's father Felix re- | MRS. EMMA GEIGER ; , : 
ported he was a brickmaker at that time. Born April 8, 1871 4 she lived to the age of 76 and died 21 Oct 
. . Died October 21, 1947 1947. 
Benedikt married Emma on 2 Oct 1894 in High- SS 
land, Illinois, when he was 35. PRAYER P 
O gentlest Heart of Jesus, ever — 
Benedikt and his family lived close to his aca in ee | 
; ‘ ment, ever cons tS 
father, Felix, in Helvetia Township. ing love for the poor captive — 


souls in Purgatory, have mercy 
on the soul of Thy servant — 
Emma. Bring her from the 
shadows of exile to the bright — 
home of Heaven, where we trust, 
Thou and Thy Blessed Mother 
have woven for her a crown of 
unfading bliss. Amen. 
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Parents Parents 

Felix Geiger* [16] & Theresa Gampp* [17] Hieronymus Schurch* [18] & Anna Amlehn* [19] 

Marriage date 2 Oct 1894 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Joseph Felix 19 Sep 1895 Ida B Woltering 24 Sep 1982 
Theresa M 23 Dec 1896 John V Schuh, 4 Nov 1919, Highland, IL 16 Nov 1976 
Hildegard A 20 Feb 1898 Fred Haislar, 25 Nov 1918 11 Jan 1984 

Mary Olivia 31 May 1901 Aloys Woltering, 12 Sep 1922 7 Apr 1973 

Klara 17 Apr 1903 9 May 1903 


Description of Benedikt and Emma Geiger, by granddaughter Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis 


“From what Dad [Joseph Geiger] said his parents moved often in their first years of marriage. They were tenant farmers - from Pierron to Highland to Grantfork to St Jacob. 
In 1914 they finally settled back in Highland - renting one of Adolph and Louis’ places. The farm you know as Uncle Butch’s place. 
Benedict died in 1915 and Grandpa Joe became the man of the family and continued to farm the land.” 
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i RS Benedikt Geiger, Helvetia Township, 1870 US Census 
; : Imppisies sumbered 7; 16, and 17 are asked ia respect to infants. Inquiries numbered 11, ; are mi . : . : 
/ me) was ‘ek pe merely by an afirmative mark, as /. Sei Se Zi =" Although Benedikt first appears at the age of 2 on a census in Boonville, 
Scuepvte 1. InhaDitants in : ds ,in the: Coumt}\ of » State Missouri in 1860, he and his family have moved to Highland by 1870. 
of ig ; 
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Historical context: The African-American Brick Wall of the 
1870 US Census 


Benedikt and his family lived in Missouri for the 1860 Census—slavery 
was still legal there at the time and enslaved people would not have 
been recorded on the census by name. He was 12 and in Illinois already 
by the time the 1870 Census was conducted—it was the first census con- 
ducted after the Civil War, and after the passage of the 13° Amendment. 
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It was also the first federal census that included all African American 
inhabitants by name. It is sometimes referred to as the genealogy ‘brick 
wall’ because many African Americans are unable to trace their family 
members beyond this document. Many unique challenges for the African 
American genealogist like this exist; documentation was different, Afri- 
can Americans were also not always counted accurately, but also, for 
example, families were split up and sold or re-sold during slavery, mak- 
ing lineages difficult to trace. 


Sc @.t Qa hrt © Wm 
a 
Ss 


In earlier censuses, enslaved people may have been indicated only as 
one of a total number of slaves living in the household. The 1820 Census 
simply included age ranges for all African Americans, whether they 
were enslaved or free. In 1850 and 1860, the census included the names 
of all free members of the household. At that time, it was also decided 
to count enslaved people, but only the name of the owner and the num- 
ber of slaves owned (along with information like age, gender, and color, 
which could help a genealogist, but wouldn't confirm an identity). 
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In addition to census records, every family member in this book can be 
linked to a ship manifest for the vessel that carried their immigrant an- 
cestor from Europe to the US, with all of the information those ship 
manifests contained, often documenting their original homeland. How- 
ever, slave ships did not keep such manifests and nearly no African 
American would be able to trace themselves back to a specific ship— 
excluding potentially descendants of those on the Clotilda, the last 
known US slave ship to bring captives from Africa to the US, arriving in 
Alabama in 1860. 


a 


Cudjoe Kazoola Lewis (born in 1841 in 
present-day Benin) and 31 survivors of 
that illegal ship, the Clotilda, founded 
Africatown, a small community in nearby 
Mobile on two acres of land the group 
bought for $100. Lewis was the third-to- 
last adult survivor of the Atlantic slave 
trade, and died in 1935. Some formerly 
enslaved people died as late as the 1960s. 
Photo of Lewis at right circa 1914. 


Sources: New York Public Library, African American Genealogy: The 1870 Census. 
https://lioguides.nypLorg/AfricanAmericanGenealogy. Encyclopedia of Alabama, Cudjo 
Lewis. http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1403 


Benedikt Geiger, Helvetia Township, 1880 US Census 


aw 
F. 
In 1880, Benedikt lived with his parents and siblings in Ld Note A.The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1680. 507 | 
Helvetia Townshi p 5 Page No. Be Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the Ist day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE i 
. Supervisor ca Dist. No. i June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. 
d/ Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 
Enumeration Dist. No. 
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B. + “Hy oe = Emma Schirch, Saline, 1880 US Census 


Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 
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Emma Catherine Schirch baptism record, 18717! 


Godparents are Johann Stirnimann and Katharina Steiner, who later married. 
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Benedikt Geiger and Emma Schierch marriage records, 1894 
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21 St Paul Catholic church records, Highland, IL. Marriage license documentation from family records provided by Elaine Greene in 2022. 
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Geiger-Schurch marriage records” 


The Koehlers (from nearby Trenton, IL) were Geiger relatives; their grandmother was a Kamp (Magdalena) and sister to Emma's mother, Theresa (Kamp) Geiger. They are shown in 
the marriage records below as witnesses, along with Benedikt’s siblings, Adolph and Theresia Geiger. 
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22 St Paul Church Records, Highland Journal 10 Apr 1894 
3 Photos from the collection of Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis, provided by Lynn Weis. Benedikt and Emma wedding photo includes witnesses Theresia Geiger, Maria Koehler, Adolph Geiger, and Adolph Koehler. 


Aloys & Mary (Geiger) Woltering 


Although Aloys and Mary are not direct ancestors of Delores and Othmar Geiger, this is a special section on the couple, as Aloys was 
Ida Woltering’s [5] brother and Mary was Benedikt Geiger [8]'s sister. The photo at left is Aloys and Mary on their wedding day, in 1922. 
The photo below is the whole famly in 1948; the young girl seated furthest right is Olivia, who grew up to write the following family 
history.24 


Mary was Benedikt and Emma (Schurch) Geiger’s youngest daughter to live to adulthood. She married Aloys Woltering. Ida married 
Benedikt and Emma’s oldest son, Joseph—so Mary and Joseph Geiger both married Woltering siblings. 


Olivia Anna Woltering, born 18 Jan 1940, was the couple’s 8" child and wrote the following history, provided by Elaine Greene: 


“We sold our livestock and farm equipment on 12 Feb 1952, and moved to 601 Zschokke St in Highland, according to my aunt Theresa Schuh: When my 
older sister Emma was born, she had eczema and had to be taken to the doctor almost daily for treatment. Since my dad was a farmer, this task fell to 
my mother. Mom used a horse and buggy for the ten-mile trip to Highland, and, after seeing the doctor, rested at my aunt's house before returning 
home. Aunt Theresa remembers mom as becoming more and more withdrawn and depressed until they feared that Mom might take her own life and 
that of Emma. Grandma [Emma] Geiger moved to our house to help in the care of the family and to keep an eye on Mom. The doctor is supposed to 
have recommended to Dad that he find some way to distract Mom. | was conceived. 


Years later | questioned my sister Stella about Aunt Theresa's story. Stella had married when | was about three or four years of age and had moved to 
Chicago at that time. Stella remembered Grandma living at our house though she had already left home and didn't know why Grandma was there. Rita 
said Grandma was there because Mom had suffered hemorrhaging after Emma's birth. However years later Rita made a comment in my presence to 
the effect of Mom being withdrawn and depressed but would not comment further about the situation into which | was born. 


During the early years of her marriage, Stella had Emma come to Chicago where she sought medical help for her. At the time of Mom's death, Emma 
spoke of growing up feelings of rejection and being unwanted by Mom. 


A cousin: Pat Ratermann Fehrman, who is my own age, remembers Emma being at their home weeks at a time because our mother wouldn't take care 
of her. Pat's parents: Aunt Wilma Woltering Ratermann and Uncle Joe Ratermann, were my godparents and | remember spending a week every sum- 


mer at their home. 


| also remember spending a week each summer at the home of Herman and Josephine Woltering, cousins, and at Grandma Geiger’s. Later, after Rita was married, | spent periods of time of varying 
lengths at her home because Rita didn't like to be alone at night in the country. Bob had a job where he had to work nights at times. 


After years of puzzling about it, wondering if there were answers for me | have finally realized and accepted that | came from a broken home. | grew up knowing my parents had given me life, but | had 
no right to expect anything more from them. However | couldn't figure out why | had no right since | saw others my own age who seemed to have and take for granted the right to be loved and wanted. 


My parents: Aloys Herman Woltering (1895) and Marie Olivia Geiger (1901) were married at St. Paul Church, Highland, Il, on Sept. 12, 1922. How they met, | don't know, but a year later Mom's brother Joe 
married Dad's sister Ida. Once in a trunk of family photos and miscellanous other items we found a letter Dad had written to Mom before they were married in which he was apologizing because a horse 
was sick and he had not been able to come see her. | remember teasing Mom about it and her reply: 'In those days a horse was very important.’ After we got a car, | believe Mom did drive at one time. 
But she didn't drive after | was born. | don't remember when we got it but we had a Model A Ford when | was growing up. 


My Dad grew up on the Woltering homestead about two or three miles from the farm | call home. He was the youngest son of a family of twelve. Both of his parents ere German born and immigrants to 
America, but were married in the United States, namely, St. Rose, IL. 


One story has it that great-grandmother Woltering and six children, one of them was my grandfather, left Germany to avoid military conscription by Bismarck. Definite information, I'm told is not availa- 
ble because a set of records of immigrants between 1860-1880 has been Lost in a fire. The story also has it that the name Woltering comes from my great-grandmother because in her day it was cus- 
tomary at the time of marriage that the family name of the partner owning the most land was retained. In this country, I'm told, my grandfather, a shoe maker by trade, intended to settle in the Boston 
area, but was persuaded to visit his brothers in the mid-west, buy land here and settle here instead. 


My grandmother Woltering, Anna Niemeier, migrated to St. Rose, Il., in 1874 at the age of twelve, from Oldenburg, Germany. She married Herman Woltering in St. Rose on Feb. 21, 1881 and bore twelve 
children: Theodore (1882); Anna Mary (1884): Henry (1885); Mary (no date); Bernard (1888);Joseph (1891); Elizabeth Mary (1893); Aloys Herman, my dad (1895); Wilhemina (1898); Ida Bernadine (1900); 
Emma (1902); and Olivia (1906). Anna Mary, Mary and Elizabeth Mary died as infants or as small children. Joseph died in 1924 from tuberculosis resulting from his years of service in the U.S. Army during 
W.W. I. Olivia died in 1933 of consumption. She had married and bore seven children in her nine years of marriage. Olivia's sisters Wilma and Ida cared for her during her last illness. Each of these 
women had the next child they bore die in infancy. Emma entered religious life and became Sister Terentia, a member of the Sister Adorers of the Most Precious Blood at Ruma, Il., in 1922. The others, 
like Aloys, married and had families of varying sizes. 


Herman Woltering, son of Theodore Woltering and Anna Maria Ratermann, was born in 1848 (another source gives July 21, 1847) in Furstenau, Hanover, Germany, became a farmer in Helvetia Township, 
Madison County, Il. Anna Niemeier (also spelled Niemeyer), daughter of Joseph Neimeier and Catherine Sommer, was born in 1863 (another source gives July 26, 1862) in Oldenberg, Germany. Herman 
Woltering, age 33, married Anna Niemeier, age 18, on February 21, 1881 at St. Rose, Il., with Rev. Theodore Kamman officiating. The attendants were Joseph Niemeier, Jr., brother of the bride, and Cathe- 
rine Woltering (later Catherine Dust), sister of the groom. 


4 Photos provided by Elaine Greene. Handwritten on the back of photo: ‘Back row left to right, Teddy, Clarence, Rita, Stella, Jim, Johnny. Front row left to right, Emma, Dad, Jackie, Mary, Mom, Butch.’ 
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During WWI, I'm told, my dad was not called upon to serve in the armed services because his older brothers were already in the services and he was the 
youngest son of a farmer and needed on the farm. | don't know how he felt about it. Did he resent the experiences and opportunities alotted to his 
brothers but denied to him? 


My dad is said to have enjoyed working with mustangs. He traveled west somewhere for them, broke them and then sold them. The story goes that one 
Sunday after Mass Grandma Woltering was waiting in the buggy for my dad when something spooked the horse and it took off toward the cemetery. My 
dad, short and squat, took off after it on foot. No one was hurt, but my cousin says it was quite a sight to see my dad trying to outrun a horse. 


After his older brother Theodore was married and had children, my dad frequently babysat for them on Sundays while Theodore and Louise went to 
church. On one of those Sundays, Lucille would climb up onto the rocker, make a flying leap and my dad would catch her by her outstretched hands and 
swing her on down to the floor. On one of those catches, the bone got pulled out of the shoulder socket. Dad jerked the bone back into place and made a 
sling for the arm with his big hand kerchief before he began crying for having hurt her. 


My dad, as was the custom in St. Rose, went to school until he was old enough to be confirmed, about four and a half years. The school was a public 
school, taught by the Sisters from Ruma, Il. Classes were taught in English and then repeated in German. My dad spoke both English and German 
fluently, both could not speak German with my mother as she spoke a different dialect.2° Consequently German was not spoken regularly in their home. 


St. Rose was a close-knit, interrelated community where life revolved around the church and German customs. In later years | often thought of the 
pastor | knew in St. Rose as a German feudal lord out of the Middle Ages. [...] 


Originally Highland had been a Swiss settlement, but did not retain that character. It had both a public and Catholic elementary school and high school, a 
Catholic hospital, a variety of shops and stores as well as industries to provide employment. Basically it is a city small enough to know your neighbor 
yet big enough to allow for privacy. 


Grandma Geiger, the only grandparent that | knew, was born and died in Highland, IL. | believe her parents came from Switzerland and are buried at 
Highland. Her father, great grandpa Schuerck was killed by a run-away horse and her mother, great-grandma Schuerck worked at St. Joseph's Hospital 


in Highland. Hieronymous Schuerck, age 75, March 15, 1883, is named in the Highland News Leader, April 30, 1980, from a series of articles written by 


Joseph Meckel and dated 1896, and translated by Romy Schrage. 


Mary (Geiger) Woltering, 1967 


Grandpa Geiger, Benedict Geiger, was born in 1859 in Rock Port, Mo., and died in 1915 in Highland, when my mother was 14 yrs. old. Emma Schuerch (Scherch/Schuerck) Geiger and Benedict Geiger had 


five children. 


Both great-grandma Geiger: Theresa Kamp (Kemp) and great-grandpa Geiger: Felix Geiger, came from Frieburg, Germany, and were both born in 1828. Besides my grandfather, they had two other sons: 
Ludwig and Adolph, and a daughter Theresa, none of whom married. | remember Adolph. He lived at Grandma Geiger’s house in Highland. There seems to have been another daughter, Mary, who came 
to Highland with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger and other members of her family when she was five yrs. old. She went to St. Louis, Mo., to work in 1875 and married Fred Brehm in 1882. Mary 


died Feb. 25 (no year given) at the age of 94 years, 2 months and 20 days. Mr. Brehm died in 1915. 


Mary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger, born in Germany, came to Highland with her parents and other members of her family when 5 yrs. old. * In 1875 she went to St. Louis and worked. In 1882 
she married Fred Brehm. Mr. Brehm died in 1915. Mary Brehm died Feb. 25 at the age of 94 yrs. 2 


mo. 20 days. 


though at that time | didn't know why. 


Felix Geiger died Aug. 28, 1909 in Highland, IL and Theresa Kamp died April 17, 1916 in Highland, IL. 
Felix Geiger and Theresa Kamp Geiger had ? children: There is a Koehler family in Trenton, Il. whose 
grandmother was a sister to Theresa Kamp (Kemp), wife of Felix Geiger. 


Mary Olivia Geiger, age 21, married Aloys Woltering, age 27, on Sept. 12, 1922 in Highland, Il. They 
lived on the Woltering farm in Helvetia Township, Madison County until at the death of either 
Grandma or Grandpa Woltering ownership of that land came into question and, since there was no 
will to be found, the land was sold. Dad's older brother Henry bought it. Because of hard feelings 
originating from that period there were some relatives we never visited when | was growing up, 


At the time of Mom and Dad's twenty-fifth wedding anniversary we had a family picture taken at 
Voegele’s studio in Highland. Every aunt and uncle's families were to be given a copy whether on 


speaking terms or not. Since | was too young to know what was going on, | got to take Uncle John 
Isert his copy. | remember being frightened to death that he might make me come inside his house 
and I'd be swallowed alive. He didn't and escaped as quickly as | could. | was only in his house once 
and that was many years later, when | was a grown woman. Even then | was so uncomfortable, | 
was glad when | could leave.” 


The Aloys and Mary (Geiger) Woltering family photo 


5 Wolterings would have spoken a German dialect from northern Germany, and Mary Geiger’s mother tongue would have been a German with a dialect either from her father, Benedikt Geiger, whose parents were Bademers 


(southern Germany) and Emma Schirch whose parents were Swiss. 
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Benedikt and Emma Geiger, 1910 US Census 


Now renting in Saint Jacob Township, Emma has had five children at the time of this census, but only four are living. She again listed her parents as being German, which is surely a 
mistake. 
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Benedikt Geiger obituary, 1915 


“7 ‘The newspaper clipping at left, accessed on microfilm at the Louis Latzer Library in Highland, Il reads: 


ste 


“Benedict Geiger died Friday eve. Funeral was held at St Paul's Catholic Church at 9:30 yesterday morning. Benedict Geiger, a well-known 
farmer, residing 5 miles southeast of Highland died at 7PM Friday, his death being directly due to a paralysis, he having suffered a slight 
stroke 10 days previously. For several years past he had suffered from heart trouble and had been unable to do manual labor. ... 


The deceased was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger and was born at Booneville, Mo on January 2, 1859. And was aged 56 years, 9 months, 
and 15 days at the time of his death. When was was ten years of age his parents moved to the city of Highland and he has since lived near 
this city. He was united in marriage to Miss Emma Schurch on Oct 2 1894. To their union was born four children, one boy and three girls. 
They are Joseph, aged 20, and Theresa, Hilda, and Mary aged 18, 16, and 14 years respectively. Besides the wife and four children, the de- 
ceased Is survived by his aged mother, two brothers, Adolph and Louis, and two sisters, Mrs. Mary Brehm of St Louis and Miss Theresa 
Geiger of Highland. For many years the deceased rented farms near Highland, but last fall he moved on to a farm owned by his brothers 
on the Arkansas road northeast of town.” 


Benedikt and Emma Geiger family photo, circa 1910 


Descendant Lynn Weis believes that this photo”* was taken on the Zipprodt land in Helvetia Township when Benedikt was a tenant farmer 
there. That land was later bought by Geigers and is currently still owned by the family. 


See page 34 for more information on Geiger family properties. 
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Emma Geiger, 1920 US Census 


Here, already widowed at 49 and the head of the household, Emma reported her parents were from Switzerland and their native tongue was German. Her mother died when Emma 
was 4O (both her parents were quite old when she was born) and her husband died when she was 44. 


Note that living nearby were her siblings-in-lLaw Louis, Adolph, and Theresa Geiger. 
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Emma Geiger, 1930 US Census 
By 1930, Emma is reported living with the family of her daughter, Mary (Geiger) Woltering. 
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Emma Geiger, 1940 US Census; Theresa (Geiger) Schuh photo, 196727 


This census listed an ‘Anna’ Geiger, but it is actually Emma, living with her daughter Teresa, who married Johannes Schuh in St Paul Church in 1919. Theresa and John didn't have any 
children, but family records from Elaine Greene noted that Theresa helped some of her nieces raise their families. Theresa’s uncle Adolph was also living with them. 
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27 Photo at right, Theresa (Geiger) Schuh, provided by Elaine Greene. 


Historical context: US Women vote (again) in 1920 


Women voted in the Colonies, until they lost the right to vote during the Amer- 
ican Revolution; indigenous women in North America were voting before the 
European settlers arrived. 


In 1920, Emma Geiger was already a widow and the head of the household. 
Because she lived in Illinois, she would have had the right to vote for the past 
seven years: On 26 Jun 1913, Governor Edward Dunne had signed the suffrage 
bill into law, giving women the right to vote, although this was limited to only 
presidential and local elections. This made Illinois the first state east of the 
Mississippi River to give women the right to vote for President. 


The campaign for women’s suffrage began in earnest in the decades before the 
Civil War. During the 1820s and '30s, most states had extended the franchise to 
all white men, regardless of how much money or property they had. 


The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, extends the Constitution’s protection to 
all citizens—and defines ‘citizens’ as ‘male’; the 15th, ratified in 1870, guarantees 
Black men the right to vote, though in reality the right was often denied. 


Some women's suffrage advocates believed that this was their chance to push 
lawmakers for truly universal suffrage. As a result, they refused to support the 
j5th Amendment and even allied with racist Southerners who argued that 
white women’s votes could be used to neutralize those cast by African Amer- 
icans. 


Some states like like Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming had already given women 
the right to vote in 1893, 1870, and 1869, respectively. Starting in 1910, more 
states in the West began to extend the vote to women. 


World War | slowed the suffragists’ campaign but helped them advance their 
argument nonetheless: Women’s work on behalf of the war effort, activists 
pointed out, proved that they were just as patriotic and deserving of citizenship 
as men. 


Finally, on 18 Aug 1920, the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution was ratified. 
And on 2 Nov of that year, more than 8 million women across the United States 
voted in elections for the first time—Warren G Harding was elected president 
by the state of Illinois and the country. 


However, Native Americans weren't allowed to be United States citizens at that 
time, so the federal amendment did not give them the right to vote. Due to the 
19th Amendment, some African American suffragists in the North were able to 
realize the rewards of their activism, but throughout much of the country the 
same voter suppression tactics that kept black men from the polls kept black 
women from voting, too. Literacy tests, poll taxes, voter ID requirements and 
intimidation and threats and acts of violence were all obstacles. The struggle 
for suffrage which began for black women in the early 1800s, continued until 
activists won the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. And at the same 
time, laws like the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the immigration acts of 
1917 and 1924 blocked Asian immigrants from citizenship, and therefore, Asian 
women from voting. 


Sources: Women’s Suffrage https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/the-fight-for-wom- 
ens-suffrage; Not All Women Gained the Vote in 1920, https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexpe- 
rience/features/vote-not-all-women-gained-right-to-vote-in-1920/; 5 Myths About the 19th 
Amendment and Women's Suffrage, Debunked https://time.com/5879346/19th-amendment-facts- 
myths/; Illinois and the 19 Amendment https://www.nps.gov/articles/illinois-and-the-19th- 
amendment.htm 


28 In the Highland Journal, 23 Oct 1947. Gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. 


Emma ‘Scherch’ Geiger obituary, 19477 


—_—__- 


Mrs, Emma Geiger 
Services Friday 


: Mrs. Emma Catherine Geiger, 
.a resident of Highland for the 
past 21 years, died at St. Joseph’s 
hospital at one o'clock Tuesday 
afternoon after a period of fall- 
ing health which extended over 
tho past throe years. She had 
been at the hospital for the past 
Six weeks 
; Funeral services will be held 
» at St Paul's church at 9:30 
o'clock Friday. Oct. 24, with In- 
terment in St Joseph cemetery. 
Prior to the services, Mrs. Geiger 
will le dn state at the Boulanger 
Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Geiger, whose maiden 

name was Scherch, was born 
near Highland, April 8, 1871, and 
so attained the age of 76 years, 
6 months and 13 days. On Oct. 
14, 1894, at Highland, she was 
united in marriage with Benedict 
Geiger at St. Paul's church. The 
‘couple lived in Highland and 
Pierron during their married life, 
but for the past 21 years Mrs, 
,Geiger made her home in High- 
land Her husband had died 
in 1915 

Of five children, one son and 
‘four daughters, born to them, 
four survive. They are the son, 
‘Joseph F Geiger of southeast 
|of Highland, and three daughters, 
Mrs. Theresa M. Schuh of High- 
land, Mrs. Hildagard A. Haislar, 
Pocahontas, and Mrs. Mary Wol- 
tering of southeast of town. | 
There are 28 grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. 

.| Mrs. Geiger was a member of 
the St. Paul’s Catholic church and 
of the Altar Society. 
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Herman Heinrich Woltering* [10] 


Herman Woltering was born on 20 Jul 1847 in Furstenau 
or Merzen, two small towns that are part of the Osnabruck 
district which at the time was part of the Kingdom of Han- 
over and now in the northwest of Germany. 


He arrived in the US in 1872 with his family, excluding his 
father, who never immigrated, and his older brother 
Henry, who came to the US earlier, in 1864. Records of the 
ship they arrived on have not been found. 


His granddaughter Olivia wrote years later that Herman 
was a shoemaker by trade and intended to settle in the 
Boston area, but that he was convinced by his brother to 
come to the Midwest and farm. 


He married Anna on 22 Feb 1881 in St. Rose, Illinois. This 
was possibly his second marriage, as he wrote on the 1930 
census that he was first married at 25 (around the time he 
immigrated, so maybe she died enroute) and he was 33 
when he married Anna. (She was 18 at the time, had only 
been in the US a few years, and was working in someone's 
home as a servant). In their later years they lived with 
their son Aloysius. 


In the 1920 census, he reported that he naturalized in 1877. However, the Clinton 
County Naturalization Index listed that a Herman Woltering naturalized 11 Oct 1880, at 
the same time as a Heinrich Woltering (presumably his older brother Henry).?? None- 
theless, according to censuses he speaks German until nearly the end of his life; at 
the age of 83 on the 1930 census, he finally says he speaks English. He died later that 


year, on 24 Oct 1930. 


Anna Marie Catherine Niemeyer* [11] 


vy Y x F 


Anna Marie Catherine Niemeyer, also spelled Niemeier, 
was born on 26 Jul 1862 in Resthausen, a small village out- 
side of Molbergen, in the Duchy of Oldenburg, now part of 
Germany. 


Her mother died after childbirth, and her father most likely 
died by the time she was 7. It appears she continued to live 
in Resthausen after her parents died, but is unclear who 
she was living with as a child between the age of 7 and 12. 
Her oldest brother Frederick emigrated to the US in 1871. 


In Jan 1875, at 12, she was registered in Cloppenburg to 
emigrate with the permission of her ‘guardians’ as an un- 
accompanied minor. She traveled with her brother Joseph, 
also a minor. Original German text of her entry in the 
Oldenburg immigrant data: 


Ausstellende Behorde.: Verwaltungsamt Cloppenburg am 
25.01.1875. Eltern: weil. Joseph NIEMEYER, Heuermann. 
Wohnort Resthausen. Sonst. Mit threm Bruder Joseph 
Niemeyer, geb. 27.02.1859, ausgewandert. UnterZustim- 
mung der Vormtinder.*° 


Interestingly, she worked as a servant in Bernard and Anna 


Ratermann's home, (and her brother was a servant elsewhere) before she married 
Herman Woltering (his mother’s maiden name was Ratermann) when she was 18. 
Perhaps coincidentally, Herman’s hometown was only about 50km from Anna Marie's 
back in Europe, although they were from two completely different nations at the time 


they departed. 


Anna Woltering gave birth to 12 children. Three daughters died under 10: Anna Maria, 
Mary, and Maria Elisabeth. Anna died on 26 Mar 1937 in St Rose, Illinois. 


Parents Theodore Woltering [20] & Maria Elizabeth Ratermann* [21] 
Marriage date 22 Feb 1881 in St Rose, Illinois 


Children 

Name 

Theodore 

Anna Maria 

Henry Bernard 

Mary 

Bernard Heinrich 

Joseph F 

Maria Elisabeth 

Aloysius Hermann '‘Aloys' 


Maria Wilhelmina Josephine 


Ida Bernadine 
Emma 
Olivia Ann Francis 


Herman and Anna’s oldest son Theodore worked for many years as a blacksmith, and married Louisa Braun. His brother Henry married Louisa’s sister, Anna Braun. Bernard (Ben) 


Birth information 

27 Feb 1882 Illinois 

20 Nov 1884 

25 Oct 1885 in Old Ripley, IL 
23 Sept 1887 

1 Oct 1888 

14 Apr 1891 in Old Ripley 
30 Sep 1893 in St Rose IL 
26 Nov 1895 

16 Apr 1898 in St Rose IL 

4 Aug 1900 

1903 

4 May 1906 in Old Ripley, IL 


left in 1920 to work in the state of Mississippi for some time.*! 


2° Clinton County Naturalization Index https://clintonilgenweb.net/immig/natural/nat013.htm 
3° Staatsarchiv Oldenburg Bestand 136, #19697, 19697 http://www.auswanderer-oldenburg.de/showsource.php?sourcelD=S5717 &tree=Auswanderer 


3! Highland Leader, 20 Apr 1920 


Parents Joseph P Niemeier [22] & Katharina Sommer [23] 


Spouse name and marriage date 


Louisa T Braun 


Anna Braun 


Clara Kustermann Clemons 


Mary Olivia Geiger 
Joseph F Ratermann 
Joseph F Geiger 


John Isert 


Death information 

9 Sep 1954 in Aviston, IL 
7 Sep 1900 in St Rose, IL 
8 Mar 1950 in St Rose, IL 
23 Sept 1887 

31 Jul 1949 in St Rose, IL 
18 Jan 1924 in Broadview, IL 
8 Oct 1896 in St Rose 

24 Jul 1950 in Highland, IL 
16 Mar 1981, Breese IL 

14 Feb 1958, Highland, IL 
Apr 1979, Red Bud, IL 

9 Nov 1933, Highland, IL 


Herman Woltering baptism, 1847 


Born 20 Jul and baptized the next day, this baptism** notes that Hermann Heinrich was 
born in Sudmerzen. Although there were many Wolterings in the Merzen church rec- 
ords, this is the only one that corresponds to the birthdate on Herman's gravestone in 
Illinois. 

It is also written in the margin that he emigrated Sep 1872 to North America. His par- 
ents are Theodor Heinrich from the Thélenjohann farmstead’, and Maria Elisabeth Ra- 
termann. 

His godparents are Johann Heinrich Woltering, Johann Bernard Ratermann, Mar- 
garethe (Woltering) Behrens. 
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Anna Catharina Niemeyer baptism, 1862 


This baptism record*? was registered in the Roman Catholic church in Krapendorf and 
she is listed in Oldenburg immigrant data as Roman Catholic (although much of the state 
was Lutheran). 


Herman Woltering as a witness to brother Henry’s wedding, 1872 


This record is curious because it seems to indicate that Herman was already in Illinois in 
April 1872, which conflicts with the Sept 1972 indicated elsewhere. Are there two Herman 
Wolterings in St Rose at the time? Not impossible but it seems unlikely. 


=< on 


32 St Lambertus in Merzen church records. https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=15 
33 St Andreas in Cloppenburg church records. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=171 
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12-year-old Anna Niemeyer and her brother Joseph departed Bremen. Donau ship manifest, 1875 


The ship arrived in New York in April 1875, so Anna would actually not yet have been 13, the age she is listed on this manifest. 
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The Donau, the ship on which Anna and Joseph arrived in America, was first 
launched in 1868 and was owned by Norddeutscher Lloyd, Bremen, Germany. 
It was 332 ft by 40 ft and sailed regularly between Bremen and New York, 
until 1895 when it was destroyed by fire in the North Atlantic. 

A photo from onboard™: 
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S.S. DONAU, 1868 North German Lloyd 


34 S/S Donau, Norddeutscher Lloyd, http://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=donau 
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10 or to question 11, 


Anna Niemeyer, Breese Township, US Census 1880 


Anna was working as a servant in the Ratermann home in Breese, 
and had not attended school. Herman’s mother’s name was Rater- 
mann, so it would make sense that they somehow met through a 
Ratermann, but it’s unclear if Herman was related to this Bernard 
and Anna. 


Historical context: Prioritizing Immigrants from 
Europe 


Anna Niemeier arrived in the US in 1875, making her the last 
of our immigrant ancestors to arrive. Just a few years later, 
in 1881, she married Herman Woltering, another recent im- 
migrant to the US. One year later, the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
formally the Immigration Act of 1882, was passed into US 
Federal Law. 


Nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the United States be- 
tween 1870 and 1900. During the 1870s and 1880s, the vast 
majority of them were from Germany, Ireland, and England, 
but a relatively large group of Chinese people immigrated to 
the United States between the start of the California gold 
rush in 1849 and 1882—in 1852, more than 20,000 Chinese im- 
migrants arrived in California. 


According the the Britannica Encyclopedia, the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act became ‘the first and only major federal legisla- 
tion to explicitly suspend immigration for a specific national- 
ity. The basic exclusion law prohibited Chinese labourers— 
defined as ‘both skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese 
employed in mining’—from entering the country. Subsequent 
amendments to the law prevented Chinese labourers who 
had left the United States from returning. 


The passage of the act represented the outcome of years of 
racial hostility and anti-immigrant agitation by white Ameri- 
cans, set the precedent for later restrictions against immi- 
gration of other nationalities, and started a new era in which 
the United States changed from a country that welcomed al- 
most all immigrants to a gatekeeping one. The Act also pro- 
hibited Chinese from becoming naturalized citizens. 


Meanwhile, Herman was able to become a citizen in the 
1880s by being a ‘free, white person’ of ‘good character’ (the 
requirements in the the Nationality Act of 1790). In the 1920s, 
national origin quotas favoring Northern Europe were put in 
place (Ireland, Germany, and the UK receiving 70% of the 
quota) and stayed in place until 1965. 

Sources: Library of Congress Primary Source Timeline ‘Immigration to the 
US, 1851-1900’; Brittannica Encyclopedia; Pew Research Center 


https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2015/09/28/chapter-1-the-nations- 
immigration-laws-1920-to-today/ 
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Anna’s brother Frederick Niemeyer — 
marriage, 1880° i treet iL, Bus 
Joseph Niemeyer was again a witness. Frederick came to the US separately but clearly reconnected of f 


with Anna and Joseph in Highland. Frederick was the godfather to Anna’s first son Theodore (along 


with godmother Anna Maria Woltering—Herman’s mother). Mi athe a 


Their second child, Anna Maria, also had Anna Maria Woltering as a godmother but Theodore Niemeier etl vn WEA 


as godfather. Theodore may have been a cousin, because his baptism is in the same Krapendorf 
church records*’ as Anna’s; Theodore’s parents were listed as Theodore Niemeier and Elizabeth Toebe 
in his St Rose marriage record, and Joseph Niemeier was a witness). L. 


38 St Rose Catholic church records and Illinois County Marriage records. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6L9Q-LH9? 
36 St Francis Catholic church record in Aviston, IL, 20 Apr 1880. 


Woltering-Niemeier marriage, 1881*° 


Joseph Niemeier is a witness. Herman listed his hometown as 
Furstenau (although his baptism clearly states he was from 
Stidmerzen) and stated he is a farmer in Helvetia. 


Both stated this was their first marriage. Herman is 33 and Anna is 
18. 
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37 St Andreas Catholic church record in Krapendorf. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=45 


Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1900 


Anna has had nine children, but only seven were still living at the time of the census in June. Oldest daughter Anna, (gravestone at right) passed away later that year at the age of 5. 
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Herman Woltering farm, 1906%8 


Granddaughter Olivia Woltering wrote that at the time of the Wolterings’ death, there was not a will and 
ownership of the property was unclear, so this farm was sold and it caused some members of the fam- 


ily conflict. Historical context: John Deere and American 


Herman's son Henry ended up buying the land. Agriculture 
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Ten years before Herman was born in the Kingdom of Hanover, 
John Deere was across an ocean in Grand Detour, Illinois, devel- 
oping the first commercially successful, self-scouring steel plow. 
The plow was able to cut through the tough roots of the native prai- 
rie so that settlers could cultivate the soil of the Midwest. 


The company tells the history as follows: “Deere was born in 1804 
in Rutland, Vermont. When the New England economy collapsed in 
1836, he followed other Vermonters to Illinois, where he estab- 
lished a blacksmith shop in Grand Detour. 


Shortly after arriving, Deere learned from his farmer customers 
that the commonly used cast-iron plows of the day performed 
poorly in the sticky soil of the Midwest prairie. Soil clung to the 
plow bottoms, and farmers had to stop and scrape off the dirt every 
few feet. 


Convinced that a plow with a highly polished surface would shed 
the sticky soil as it moved through the field, Deere made a plow 
using steel from a broken sawblade. The need for a self-scouring 
plow was so great, it is said hundreds of people gathered at the 
farm of Lewis Crandall near Grand Detour to see the young black- 
smith test his new product.” 


One year after Herman's birthday, in 1848, Deere moved his com- 
pany to Moline, Illinois. (Herman's great granddaughter Sue was 
employed as an agronomist, working in the John Deere headquar- 
ters in Moline at the time of this book's publication). 


Not until 1931, a year after Herman died, did the Great Plains see 
the Dust Bowl and begin the slow move away from the need for a 
plow: A man named Robert Geiger (no relation) used the term ‘Dust 
Bowl to describe horrific dust storms that affected the south-cen- 
tral US after a series of droughts. Agricultural practices, in part 
due to expanding agriculture into marginal lands and the use of 
disc plows, made farmers there more vulnerable to wind erosion, 
poor soil health, and drought. 


In Edward Faulkner's 1943 ‘Plowman’s Folly,’ he laid out the prac- 
tical reasons to move away from plowing into no-till agriculture, 
explaining how plowing led to soil erosion. Technological advances 
have since allowed agronomists and farmers to gradually realize 
agriculture where plows are less of an integral piece of equipment. 


Sources: John Deere Company website, ‘Our History’ page, accessed in 2022 
https://www.deere.com/en/our-company/history/john-deere/; Smithsonian Maga- 
zine special report, ‘Age of Humans’; https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithson- 
ian-institution/did-john-deeres-best-invention-spark-revolution-or-environmen- 
tal-disaster-180957080/; The Dust Bowl, The National Drought Mitigation Center, 
University of Nebraska, https://drought.unl.edu/dustbowl/ 


38 Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Standard atlas of Madison County, Illinois: including a plat book of the villages, cities and townships of the county, map of the state, United States and world: patrons directory, reference business directory 
and departments devoted to general information, analysis of the system of U.S. land surveys, digest of the system of civil government, etc. 1906. Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/2007626751/ 


Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1910; Herman’s brother Henry gravestone, 1912 
The family was living in Helvetia. Herman reported that he speaks only German. Anna had given birth to 12 children, nine were living. 


Herman's older brother Henry, who convinced Herman to move to the Midwest, passed away in 1912 and was buried in St Rose. When Henry died (11 Nov 1912), his oldest daughter 
Anna (Woltering) Richter’s husband was traveling in Mississippi visiting relatives and returned home for the funeral by train in a storm. She sent her 16-year-old son Heinrich to pick 
him up from the station and on the way, he was struck by lightning and died (12 Nov 1912).°” 
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3° From a Henry Woltering family narrative written in 1979 by Loraine Zurliene McMahon. 
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Anna & Herman Woltering’s son, Joseph, in WWI, 1918 


“Pvt. Joseph F. Woltering, 27, the son of Herman Woltering, was called June 24, 1918 and sent to Camp 
Zachary Taylor, KY. He was transferred to Company K, 156th Infantry, 39th Division at Camp Beauregard, La. 
Woltering was in France by early September and saw action at Meuse-Argonne offensive, Oct. 19 to Nov. 11. 
Joseph was in the Army of Occupation at Trier, Germany, and was discharged June 1, 1919."4° 


At left, ship manifest“! of his departure 22 Aug 1918 from Hoboken, New Jersey. Return from Brest, France 
to Hoboken, New Jersey, arrival on 22 May 1919. Bottom right, Joseph’s gravestone, showing his death five 
years later, 1924. 


40 Highland News Leader. https://www.bnd.com/news/local/community/highland-news-leader/article121044028.html 
“| Both ship manifests accessed via the website Fold3. 


Herman and Anna Woltering family photo 
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“2 St Paul Church records, 1881. Photo from Delores Geiger. Front Row: Herman and Anna. Back Row: Theodore, Wilma, Henry, Ida, 
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“5 The Breese Journal, 11 Feb 1932 
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Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1920 


In 1920, Anna and Herman were listed as living with their son Aloysius, who was the head of the household, in Helvetia. It’s likely this is the same property that Herman and Anna 
owned but that their son is listed as the head of household on the census. It does say the land was owned, but it’s unclear from this who owns it. 
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Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1930; John Isert WWI photo, 1918 


The couple appear to have moved out of Aloysius’ home and were renting a home in Highland. Note that they were living in the dwelling immediately next to John Isert, Anna’s son- 
in-law, who is mentioned in Anna and Herman’s granddaughter’s text on page 49. Although in the previous census Herman was reported as not being able to speak English, here he 
was able to. When Anna passed away 7 years later, she passed away at John Isert’s home. John’s mother, Caroline (Bellm) Isert was the daughter of Valentin Bellm (see Chapter 9). 
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Letter from Herman and Anna’s daughter, Sister Terentia to their granddaughter, Olivia Anna Woltering, 1 Nov 1974 


“6 Provided by Elaine Greene, 2022. 


These are selected pages from a letter by Sister Terentia in response to a letter from Olivia. (Olivia also eventually 
went into religious life). Sr. Terentia is about 70 years old at the time of writing, and is discussing events that had 
happened long before then so they may not be 100% accurate. 


Noteworthy that she says Theodore and six children died in Germany, this could be a key to pursue further infor- 
mation about Theodore but thus far, record of this has not been found. 


Sister Terentia writes that Anna Niemeyer’s father had the last name of Haneclau, but records conflict with this 
information. She also says that Anna Niemeyer came with brothers Fred and Joe (she did come with Joe) but men- 
tions a sister, Elizabeth, that is not firmly documented anywhere else. There is an Elizabeth Niemeyer who married 
Henry Shroeder in St Louis on 29 Jul 1873, and this could make her about an age to be older than Anna, but Elizabeth 
is not mentioned in any of Anna's obituaries. 


Sr. Terentia does write that Olivia’s father (Aloysius) died of cirrhosis of the liver. 
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Herman Woltering burial in the St Rose church records*’; Breese Journal prayer card, 1930 


BEE e Sr oe | Lhe cone trea cegebane pete rs = 


| _ apawecacdeces lee 24 see eb. ene 
| -_lserrrcernizo Lt fot tprtae Meghleard., Ml., 


eb fecrmclearen Arar 
= See forwrce Danach, 6 Clans 


Jesus Mary -... ‘Joseph 
TMessed are the dead who died in 
the doord, From henceforth new, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
fron their labors; for their works 
faliaw them, 
(nu Lewing Remenibrance of 


\ 


MEMO 
ERM. WOLTERING 
* JULY 20,1847 
| OGTI-24,1930 


Germ. Wulteriug 


Born at Hanover, Germany, July 2, 
z . 1847 and died at Highland, Tlf. Oct. 24, 
oe = j . 1930, Age &3 years, i months, 4 days. 
rad we 7 | ia s is PRAYER : 
e P vs | © Jesus, lord of merey aud lover 
of mankind, we implore Thy cleme 
. - ! eney in welt a Thy ; servant 
a EE ; rae? oa Herman , that through the inter: 
If I= = Ee ' oe 5c . cession of the Mother of God and of 


a ot : all the angels and saints Thou 
i Se eS SFR RTS wouldst bestow upon him cternal joy 
| US eae in heaven; and grant that we may 
one day be united with him in the 
happiness of Thy elect, Through the 
merits of our lord and savier, Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph! 
Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my bore. 
Sweet Heart af Mary, be my sal- 
ration, 


SREESE JOURNAL PRINT 


47 \llinois, Diocese of Belleville, Catholic Parish Records, 1729-1956 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6P3Z-WSM, St. Rose, 1869-1951 Deaths, image 54 of 67 


Anna (Niemeyer) Woltering English-language obituaries 
fy cr 


|MRS. WOLTERING 
PASSED AWAY 


Mrs. Anna Woltering, an 
lady who for the past few-years had 
‘ been living with her son in law, John 
| Isert, on Bast Ninth: St.; died Be the 

residence there at 10: 1B: she ot 
iday. she. had been in yery pa 
Health for the previous four months, 
‘suffering from hardening of-the ar- 
|teries and complications due to her 
advanced age of 7A years and § 
mouths, 7 

Funeral services were held at St. | 
Paul's churecly at 9:00 a, m, today, 
Rev, A. M. Hoh} officiating and in- 
terment was made in the Catholic | 
cemetery at St. Rose, 

Mrs. Woltering, .whose Sasi 
was. ‘born. in| 
on Fos 2, 


{ 


name..Wwas: Niemeier,- 
igaion Ge 


man Woltéring. : The cd uple. lived on 
a farm near St, Rose until’ a1 years 
ago when they retired and: “came to 
Highland where Mr. Woltering died 
in 1929. 

The deceased was the: mother of 
12 children, five of whom are de- 
ceased. -She is survived’ by four 
sons, Theo. Woltering of ie abe 
Henry of Trenton, Ben of Highland; 
pind Alois of Trenton, and three} 
daughters, Mrs. Wilhelmina Ratter-| 
‘mann of ‘Breese, Mrs, Ida Giger of} 
Highland and. Sister Terentia who. 
lis a missionary now stationed at 
| Kiang Ki, China, In. addition she 
heaves one brother, Joseph. ‘Niemeier 
jot St. Louis, 38 ghenduljieren and 2 

great: >grandchildren. 
| Mrs. W ing was. a kind heart: | 
ied Christian lady whoselife had been. 
j devoted to the interests of her large | 
jramily: and her near friends, Dry one. 
randall or Wham si@ Was dearly be- 
loved Ener will be long aud kindly 


verte ae — we 


FRIDAY NIGHT: 


aged 


id 


meier) 


MRS. ANNA WOLTER- bi] 
ING DIES AT HIGHLAND | 


Anna Woltering (nee Nie- 
passed away at the home of 
John Isert, at High- | 
land, last Friday, at the age of 74}; 
years and 8 months. She had been il! 
the past four months with a compli- 
cation of ailments due to old age. 


Mrs. 


| 


her son-in-law, 


Mrs. Woltering was born at Olden- 
berg, Germany July 26, 1862, and 
came to this country with her brot! 
at the age of twelve, settling in this 
community. In February of 1881 
was united in marriage to Herman 
Woltering at St. Rose, where she and 

‘ her husband, and children, always liv- |! 
ed, until in 1923, when the parents |’ 
retired and fhoved to Highland. Mr. | 
Woltering died in 1929. To this union | 
twelve children were born; seven are | 
living, namely, Theodore of Breese, | 
Henry and Alois of St. Rose, Ben of |. 
Highland, Mrs. Jos. Ratermann of | 
sreese, Mrs. Jos. Geiger of Highland 
and Sister Terentia of Chantung,} 
China; she also leaves one brother, 

Nie of St. Lou i2 grand 
lren ar wo gre andchildren 
' 


Documentation on Anna names her hometown differently throughout her life as either Oldenburg 
and Cloppenburg. Both are correct but Cloppenburg is the more specific: Cloppenburg is a small 
town in a region that was the Duchy of Oldenburg, about 40km from the city of Oldenburg.*® 


The obituary at left says Anna came to the US with her parents. This is not correct—there is no 
record of them being there, it seems very clear in German emigration databases that a 12-year old 
Anna Marie Niemeyer (and brother Joseph) came as an unaccompanied minor with the permission 
of her guardians—plus, her mother died when Anna was an infant. The obituary does match other 
records which report she left Germany at age 12, but it says that her family came and resided near 
St Rose—however, from the census we know she was living with the Ratermann family as a serv- 
ant in their home before she married young. 


The obituary on the right, from the Breese Journal notes Anna came to the US at age 12 with her 
brother. 


Breese Journal prayer card, 1937? 


Beans Marv Doseph 


Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord. From henceforth new, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors: for their works 
foltpw them. 

In Loving Remembrance of 


Auna Waltering 


(nee Niemeier) 


Born at Oldenberg, Germany July 26> 
1862. Died at Hihland, Ill. March 26, 


1937. 
PRAYER 


O Lord, God of mercy and of par- 

don, grant to the soul of Thy servant 
Anna , who has spent her life 

in Thy service, a place of refresh- 
ment and of happy rest. Through 
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph! 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love. 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace- 
BREESE JOURNAL ONINT 


\ Hrs. 


48 See the section on Anna's parents (Joseph Niemeier [22] and Katharina Sommer [23]) for a map of the region. 
“? Photos and prayer cards for Anna and Herman from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Anna (Niemeyer) Woltering German-language obituary in the Westliche Post 


This obituary written in German and published 4 Apr 1937 appeared in a section titled ‘from Highland, Illinois, and surround- 
ings.’ It says Anna was born in Oldenburg. However, it also says she came to the US at 12 with her parents, which we know 
was Incorrect. 


It says she lived in St. Rose before meeting Herman Woltering and living on a farm. When they retired, they lived in Highland 
with her daughter, Mrs. John Isert. She left behind four sons, three daughters, and a brother. 


Historical context: German-language news in Illinois 


By 1880, with around 4 million people of German heritage living in the US, there were 641 German language peri- 
odicals in the US, far more than were found in any other foreign language. Through most of the 1800s, at least a 
third of the people in many of the regions and cities of the Midwest spoke German as their main language. 


Many of these German-language papers were in Illinois and Missouri, including the Anze/ger des Westens in St 
Louis and the Mss/ssipp/ Blatter, a weekly newspaper published in St Louis from 1857 to 1932. The Blatter is the 
source of Anna Niemeier’s German-language obituary on the opposite page, and was the Sunday edition of the 
Westliche Post, a daily German-language paper. The Westliche Post which was the home of Joseph Pulitzer’s (best 
known now for the prize bearing his name) first news story in 1867. 


One of the many people who left Highland for St. Louis during the cholera epidemic of 1849 was Heinrich Boernstein. 
Once there, he served as editor of a newspaper, the Anze/ger des Westens, which was read regularly by many 
Swiss in Highland. 


The /linois Staats-Zeitung was an important German-language paper that existed from 1848 to 1922. It was founded 
by revolutionaries who were forced to flee Germany to Chicago, where they quickly became the largest ethnic 
group. The paper argued against slavery, anti-immigrant discrimination, and of course, liquor regulations. Editors 
of the paper forced the Republican party to oppose Prohibition if they wanted the German vote. 


The first newspapers In Highland, Illinois, were all in German. Der Highland Bote was published beginning 1858. 


Dr. Gallus Rutz took over a paper called Die Union, created in 1863, and it became the Highland Union. |n Gei- 
gerbucher Felix Bellm’s probate files is an invoice from the Aighland Union, referred to as ‘the German Weekly.’ 


The ‘Highland Bote und Schuetzen-Zeitung, was moved to Edwardsville and continued as the Madison County Bote. 
(Under the name of Bote und Schuetzen-Zeitung it was also the official organ of the National Sharp-Shooters' 
Association—‘Schuetzen’ is the German word for shooters or gunmen). 


The large German-speaking element in the Highland area made it possible for the German-language Highland 
Union to continue publication until shortly before the outbreak of World War |. During its 72 years of publication, it 
consistently advocated the study of German in the schools. Its shorter- 
lived German-language rival, the Highland Bote stressed the 
importance of teachers with a good command of German, so that ‘they 
could explain things in a language pupils had spoken at home before 
beginning school.’ 


GROSSE GESELLSCHAFTS-REISE 


NACH DER ALTEN HEIMAT 


unter meiner perfinlidjen Lcitung. 
Ab NEW YORK AM 20. JUNI 1937 mit dem 
Hapag - Dampfer 


DEUTSCHLAND 


ttt Plagbelequng fidert Yhnen’ cine gute Kabine, 
pt orgun, bas. nitigen Reifepapiere. Berfauf von Weidhs- 


~Von BAUER. |: | 
i, ST. " ae Tel. Main P 


HA ~AMERIKA LINIE 
NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD [im 


The first Highland-based English paper was the Mvghland Herald, 
appearing in 1881. A January 1895 article in the Highland Union 

reported that in the city of 2,000, there were only six ‘English’ fami- 

lies. At right, an advertisement in the Westliche Post appearing on the 
same page as Anna Niemeler’s obituary in April 1937 offers travel ‘to 

the old homeland: led personally by E. Von Bauer’ of St Louis, on a steam 
ship departing from New York that June. 


Sources: Highland High School Yearbook, 1937, Dolmetsch, C. L. (1976). Locations of German Language Newspaper and Periodical Printing in 
the United States: 1732-1976. Monatshefte, 68(2), 188-195. http://www. jstor.org/stable/30156683; Library of Congress ‘Chronicling America: 
Illinois Staats-zeitung’, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85033492/; Rowan, S. (2005). The German Press in St. Louis and Missouri in 
the Nineteenth Century: The Establishment of a Tradition. The Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, 99(3), 459-467. 

http://www. jstor.org/stable/24295912; The Swiss on Looking Glass Prairie, by Betty Spindler Coats, 1983 


Aus Highland, Minsis, 
und UWmachurng, 


(Rorrefpondeng der Wellligen Bolt). 


— 


Grandfort wobhnbait. den 

— €benjo verjdied in ihrem) — 
Heim Frau Anna Woltering, geb.| pie 
Riemeier. Geboren in Olden} fojge 
burg, Deutidland, fam fie alS} jeing 
Rind pon 12 Jahren mit ihren} geiiy 
Eltern bier an und verlebte thre! tries, 
wsugend in St Roje, ungefahr-10 fie 
Meilen don bier. Dort verheira-| Gen 


it | tete jie fide) mit Serm, Poltering} pert 
| und wobhnte dort auf einer Farm, | pir; 
ir | big jie bor 11 Sabren nad Sigh 
e, | land gogen und in den Rubeftand 
e- | traten, two dann aber ifr Gatte 
mn | bald darauf ftarb. Seither wobnte 
yw | fte Bier in Highland bei ibrer 


nod 
lofer 
§er: 
dein 

; | 
Lodter Frau Yohn Yiert, die aber vet 
leider bor einem Qabre mit Hine} ¢ 
terlajjung einer grogen Familie! aug 
vom Lode dahingerajft murde.| dri 
Rad einer Trauerfeier in der St.| bud 
Paul's Kirde wurde fie nad St. Heit 
Rofe gebradt und port auf dem] pon 
fatholijden Friedhof aur Rube} ogy 
qebettet. Sie erreidjte ein Alter, Fur 
von 74 Jabren und wird betrauert) pop 
bon bier Sohnep, drei Todterm} eta 
und einem Bruder der, 
Sa 


Felix Geiger™ [16] 
eae ag Felix Geiger was born on 5 Feb 1828 in 
Langenhard, Baden (now Germany), and 


died on 28 Aug 1909 at the age of 81 in 
Highland, Illinois. 


While in Baden, he fought in the infantry for the grand duke of Baden, eventually 
coming to the United States and serving in the Union Army for a few months of 
the Civil War. 


Family history tells that he married Theresa Kamp in 1850 in Germany and they 
immigrated together. Documents imply that they may have actually been unmar- 
ried when they departed and its uncertain if they ever married. 


While Felix lived in Boonville, he worked as a brick maker. Boonville Historical 
Society wrote that starting in 1853 (Felix arrived in 1856) the contributions of 
German immigrants ‘to the community were soon seen everywhere, not least 
with the construction by German brick masons of many homes and businesses 
now comprising ‘historic downtown Boonville.”®? 


Parents Anton Geiger [32] and Maria Anna Flaig [33] 
Marriage date 


Children 

Name Birth information 

‘Mary’ Lugarta 5 Dec 1851 in Reichenbach, Baden 
Benedikt 2 Jan 1859 in Booneville, MO 
Joseph Sebastian 19 Mar 1865°' in Booneville, MO 
Ludwig ‘Louis’ 25 Apr 1866 

Theresia 25 Jun 1868 Breese, IL 

Adolph 9 Feb 1871 in Highland, IL 


sean om ase 5 a 
Panorama vonder Eiche aus sas 


J VT bnainn 


5° Boone's Lick Heritage Quarterly, Vol 17, No 1, Spring 2018 


Theresa Gampp* [17] 


Theresa Gampp, also written Kamp, was born on 14 Mar 
1828 in Reichenbach, Baden and baptized in Seelbach. She 
died at the age of 88 on 17 Apr 1916 in Highland, Illinois. 


a aioe 
is 


Her sister Magdalena left home with Theresa to immigrate 
to the US, but had a child and married J. Baptist Koehler on the east coast before making her 
way to Highland where she reunited with Theresa. Their last name is spelled differently 
throughout their lives, including as ‘Gamb' or ‘Gamp’. 


Theresa had her daughter Luitgard while still in Baden, then immigrated to Missouri in 1857 
where her son Benedikt was born. The family spent eight years in Missouri before moving to 
Illinois. 


She and Felix had at least five children. It’s unclear if Theresa’s daughter Mary, the only child 
to be born while they still lived in Europe, was also Felix's daughter. Mary lived to be 94. Her 
1947 Missouri death certificate does list Felix as her father although her mother’s name is 
listed as unknown. 


Parents Georg Kampp [34] and Theresia Ehret [35] 


Death information 
25 Feb 1947, St Louis, MO 
17 Sep 1915 in Highland, IL 


Spouse name 
Frederick Brehm 
Emma Schtrch 


31 Jul 1921 in Highland, IL 
31 Oct 1929 in Highland, IL 
23 Dec 1955 


_ Felix Geiger and Theresa Kamp” 


Felix and Theresa immigrated to America together along with Theresa’s daughter, Lugarta. In 
their obituaries in newspapers in the US, the names of their hometowns are hard to read but 
appeared to be Langenhardt and Lolre, both in Baden. There is no Lolre (or similar) but 
Langenhard does exist in Baden, in a small district named Lahr. These two villages are a 
couple of miles from a town named Sulz, which is Felix’s city of origin, as listed on his own 
documents that have been preserved in America by his descendants. 


Felix Geiger’s baptism records in Sulz name his parents as Anton Geiger and Maria Anna 
Flaig. His parents’ marriage and his siblings’ baptism records were all in the Evangelical 


ety at the St Paul Church in Highland and his military documents list him as a Catholic.™ 
Wikipedia history on the town in Germany says that it was an exclusively Evangelical town 
until the Catholics came in again in the 1800s, building their church in 1843. 


Felix may have had several siblings. Karl, Barbara, Christian, Joseph, Benedict, Felix, and 
Bernard all have baptism records in Sulz, but marriage or burial records for them have thus 
far not been found there, so perhaps some also left for America. 


5! Mentioned in the St Peter and St Paul church records in Booneville MO, but no further information, may have died as an infant 
52 Postcards on this page and next, illustrating Langenhard, are kindly provided by Manfred Elbe, a collector currently living in Lahr. The first color panorama is a card from 1904, showing the view of a guesthouse built in the 
late 1800s that still stands in the area. On the next page, the card is from 1898, so almost 50 years after Felix and Theresa would have left for America. 


53 Fr. Joseph Meckel: Geschichte der St. Paul's Gemeinde. 1846 to 1896 


church, but perhaps he converted—because he is listed as a member of the St Joseph's Soci- 


Wirtschaft zur Eiche Panorame. 
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Historical context: Revolutionary Baden 


In 1848, the Grand Duchy of Baden was a Sovereign state and 
member of the German Confederation, and was undergoing a re- 
gional uprising (Baden Revolution; #3 on the map) that was part of 
the revolutionary unrest occurring throughout central Europe. 


During the period from May to July 1849, rebels overthrew the 
Grand Duchy in favor of a republic, but were eventually sup- 
pressed by the imperial forces of Prussia, who then occupied Ba- 
den. Felix Geiger’s military records show he served for the impe- 
rial forces before emigrating. 


The revolutionary army was mostly exiled, and many fled to Amer- 
ica. Friedrich Hecker was a revolutionary who led radicals de- 
manding a republican form of government, originally as a minority 
member of a preliminary parliament and by demanding the end of 
monarchies—and when that didn’t work, through an armed upris- 
ing. One historian called him the ‘Baden Che Guevara’, the face of 
the revolution, and wearing his signature hat was made a punisha- 
ble offense. 


Orléans 


cae Nah NE 


The uprising was quickly crushed, thousands were tried for trea- 
son and jailed, and Hecker fled through Le Havre, France, to Leba- 
non, Illinois, about 15 miles from Highland. Apparently his leader- 
ship skills translated well in the New World, because he became a 
brigade commander for the 82" Illinois Infantry in the Civil War, 
and became politically active in the Republican party afterwards 
(even agitating against women’s suffrage.) 
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Joseph is one who did leave for America, starting a family in Rock Port, Missouri. Felix’s obitu- 
ary also mentions a brother Benjamin in South Dakota, which could have been an anglicism of 
either Benedict or Bernhard. There is record of a Benedict Geiger in South Dakota who was 
about three years older than Felix, but at the time Felix died, Benedict was quite old and listed 
as blind, deaf, and dumb on the 1910 census. He appears to have been unmarried, living with a 
nephew that was born in Missouri. Considering Felix and Theresa lived in Missouri for a time, it 
seems vaguely possible this Benedict and Felix are brothers, or at least related. 


Felix Geiger was registered to leave Baden in 1856 from the Landratsamt (district office) Lahr, 
record location Sulz mit Langenhard.** The names in the area can be confusing, as they've 
merged in modern times: The city of Lahr is made up of Lahr (proper) and several small com- 
munities, including Sulz, which became part of Lahr in the 1970s. Sulz and Lahr are about ten 
kilometers (6 miles) from the Rhine river, which at the time was the (frequently disputed) border 
between France and Baden--currently the border between Germany and France. 


Langenhard is not a village but rather a small plateau (387m) in the foothills of the Black Forest 
that is popular now for hiking. It connects Lahr and Sulz, and in 1845, Lahr ceded the rights to 
Sulz, as the people of Langenhard had always belonged to Sulz administratively and ecclesiasti- 
cally. The people of Langenhard opted not to become an independent community. 


EUROPE In 1848-49 


el Main centers of revolutionary outbreaks 
WA Abdication of a monarch 
<e— Main reactionary troop movements 
SES _ Nationality conflicts in revolting states 
—— Boundary of German Confederation 
German small states 


© Outbreak of the revolution in Palermo (12. 1, 1848) / 
Parliament in Palermo dedl. indep. of Sicily (25. 3.) / 
Suppressed by Neapolitan troops (15. 5. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Poris (22. 2. 1848) / 
Abd. of King Louis-Philippe | (25. 2.) / Procl. of the 
republic (26. 2))/ Election of Louis Napoleon (10. 12.) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Baden (1. 3. 1848) / 
Suppressed by German Conted. troops (23. 6. 1849) 

@ Beginning of the uprising in Munich (3. 3. 1848) / 
Abdication of King Ludwig | of Bavaria (20. 3) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Vienna and resignation 
of Metternich (13.3. 1848)/ Victory of the counter— 
revolution after the October Uprising (31. 10.) 

© Outbreak of the rev. in Buda and Pest (15. 3. 1848) / 
Hungarian war of indep. (since 10. 1848) / Victory 
of Austrian and Russian forces (10. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Berlin (18. 3. 1848) / 
Victory of the counter-revolution (since 5. 1849) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Milan (18. 3, 1848) / 
Austrian reconquest of Milan (6. 8. 1848) 

@ Greater Poland Uprising (since 20. 3. 1848) / 
Suppressed by Prussian troops (5. 1848) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Venice (22. 3. 1848) / 
Procl. of the republic (23. 3) / Austrian reconquest 
of Venice after long siege (28. 8. 1849) 

@ Uprising in Moldavia (4. 1848) / Quickly suppressed 
by Molday. troops / Russ. occup. (since 6. 1848) 

® Beginning of the Palatine uprising (2. 5. 1849) / 
Suppressed by Prussian troops (19. 6. 1849) 

® May Uprising in Dresden (3. 5. 1849) / Suppressed 
by Saxon and Prussian troops (9. 5. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the rev. in Transylvania (15. 5. 1848) / 
End of the revolt after Austrian and Russ. victories 

© Beginning of the uprising in Prague (12. 6. 1848) / 
Suppressed by Austrian troops (17. 6. 1848) 


Prussian forces, meanwhile, restored Leopold as grand duke, succeeded by Frederick | in 1852, which led to the eventual unification of Germany and the German Empire. 


Source: Engelsing, Tobias. Die Zeit ‘Revolutionar Friedrich Hecker’ https://www.zeit.de/zeit-geschichte/2010/03/Friedrich-Hecker/. Schieder, Wolfgang, "Hecker, Friedrich" in: Neue Deutsche Biographie 8 (1969), pp. 180- 
182 https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/pnd11854750X.html. Map Source: Extract from Alexander Altenhof's ‘Europe 1848-49. Historical map with main revolutionary centres, important reactionary troop movements, 
states with abdications and national conflicts.’ Europe in 1848-49 map adapted from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Europe_1815_map_en.png 


54 Aus Bestand B 717/2, Landratsamt Lahr / 1806 - 1952, Ortsakten Sulz mit Langenhard Staatsangehérigkeit und Auswanderung. Einordnung des Bestands Baden 1806-1945: Untere Behérden, untere Sonderbehérden 
Geschaftsbereich Ministerium des Innern Bezirksamter, Landratsamter Bestellsignatur B 717/2 Nr. 2008 Archivischer Identifikator: 5-1022515 http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=5-1022515 
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Felix Geiger birth record, 1828 


From the Evangelical church in Sulz, Baden: 


Bees is ie “On February 5, 1828, at 8 o'clock in the evening, was born at the Langenhard (a mountain plateau near Sulz), and 
baptized on the 7th of the same month, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, in the parish church in Sulz: the legitimately 
‘ ‘4 
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born child that was given the name Felix. The father is Anton Geiger, citizen and day laborer on the Langenhard; 
the mother is Maria Anna Flaig. Witnesses to the baptism were Friderich Dold, citizen and farmer in Seelbach, 
Georg Frieg, schoolteacher in Sulz, and Appolonia Geiger, wife of Anton Waller, citizen and day laborer in Seel- 
bach. Sulz, 7 Feb 1828" 
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Map of Sulz in the district of Lahr, 1840% 


Note the village of Sulz in the valley, with the sparsely populated Langenhard region to the east. 


P 4 

aa ok aa 

L445 * 
< 


OT OO Lg) Abn Gil 


, a \ oa, & On re Beh 
> pu ule 5 a gta 
5 e 


pee oe 


| 
Flacheninhall: 5575 Morgen 2025 Ruthen. 
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55 Evangelische Kirche Sulz, Amt Lahr, Baden. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZT-2SQT-N?cc=3015626. Translation by Wilma Hofmann 
5¢ | andesarchiv Baden. http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-469210 


Felix Geiger military discharge papers from the Grand Duchy of Baden, 1850*” 
Felix served in the infantry from the 30 Mar 1849 to 1 Apr 1850, (note that his daughter Lugarta was born in Dec 1851), then from 1 Nov 1852 until Oct 1855 in the capacity of a soldier. 
A contested fact: Felix’s nose is marked ‘proportional’ here, although on his passport on the following pages it is marked ‘large’. 


In 1849, Baden was undergoing a regional uprising (the Baden Revolution) that 
was part of the revolutionary unrest occurring throughout central Europe. 
During the period May-July 1849, rebels overthrew the Grand Duchy in favor 
of arepublic, but were eventually suppressed by the imperial forces of Prus- 
sia, who eventually occupied Baden. The revolutionary army was mostly 
exiled (many fled to America). Prussia restored Leopold as grand duke, 
succeeded by Frederick | in 1852—who helped to establish the German Em- 
. pire. 
Given that Felix appears in this document to have been a conscript up until 
1855, Felix is clearly on the Imperial side here, and yet Felix and family left 
less than 2 years after his discharge, and five years after Frederick became 
duke. 


_ Translation: 


2nd Infantry Regiment of the Grand Duchy of Baden 


G- i aaa a . d Ed ¢ ; V4 4 . See aah 
: , eae Y ie bY BA | j / d 7 ] | ¥, 
i sgn Coat x flu Ps Tilak foe 4 nH i pafecale Da biipicre To Felix Geiger from Sulz, district of Lahr, county of Mittelrhein, 27 % years 


old, of Catholic faith, who served well with the former 4th Infantry Regiment 
Ln f' 72, le. $e y a ee eS Lyra, a trow yi — Bayonne from March 30, 1849 to April 1, 1850, from then until November 1, 1852, with the 
/ y 
ef % LEA - Zy Sop ee ree lie a é former 4th Infantry Battalion, and from then until toda yin this regiment asa 
2 / _ conscript in the capacity of a soldier, was, according to the high War Ministe- 
ae a 4. see < 


Io. # rial Order of September 20, 1855, No. 17881, granted leave as an excapitulant, 
ie: Nhe ae lena teats for which the present leave certificate is issued to him. 


a : 2. f. Rastatt, October 1, 1855 
é ae, 5 a LG. 


lntak, j 
4 5 ee ll ae a 1. a The commander of the above regiment. - von Adelsheim - Colonel 
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chin. proportional 


Special characteristics. none 


57 Document from Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis's files, provided by Lynn Weis. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Theresa’s daughter Luitgard Gamb’s baptism record, 1851 
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Map of the Count of Hohengeroldseck’s territory, 1819°° 


Note Reichenbach and Seelbach, just to the east of Lahr. Theresa (Gampp) Geiger would 
have always known her hometown as part of Baden, as it was acquired in 1819. Her parents 
however, were married in Seelbach in 1818, which was still in a separate dominion from 
Felix Geiger’s hometown of Langenhard in the Lahr district. 


Herrschaft Hohengeroldseck 


( Gebietsstand 1635) 

Grafschaft Hohengeroldseck 

( Gebietsstand 1819) 

Quasi-Kondominate Berghaup- 

ten. Schutterwaid, Zunsweier 
— 


a | | GENGENBACH 


58 Herrschaftsgebiete der Herren von Hohengeroldseck - Entwurf und Zeichnung Walter Rauen - Geroldsecker Land, Heft 16 - 1974 - Friedrich Facius 


Map of Reichenbach, 1868 


Both of Theresia’s parents were from Reichenbach. Theresia was born 
there and living there with her daughter when she obtained her passport 
to emigrate to America. It was a small community about 6km east of the 
village of Lahr and much later became part of Lahr, in the 1970s. 


Vebersichts-Plan 


Gemarkung Reichenbach 
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Zeichenerkliruns: 


Theresia Gamp birth record extract, 1857 


This document, titled ‘Excerpt’, says that it is an extract from the baptismal 
records in the parish of Seelbach (‘Pfarrei Seelbach’) in the amt of Lahr. It 
records that Theresia was born in 1828, born at midnight and was baptized the 
next day. Her parents were Georg Gamb and Theresia Ehret from Reichenbach. 
Witnesses were a citizen from Reichenbach and a woman named Luitgard. It is 
‘an official record produced by the authority in charge at the time of its produc- 
tion’, 19 May 1857. 


We can assume that given that date, Theresa needed this record as a sort of 
birth certificate so that a passport could be made for her departure to the US. 
This paper was retained in Felix and Theresia’s files with their passports and 
tickets for their voyage, and is still in Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ possession. 
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Theresia Gampp passport 


This passport®? is made out to Theresia Gampp, and her 5-year-old child Luitgarde Gampp, who were born and residing in Reichenbach. The Physical Characteristics section notes 
she Is about 5 feet tall, 28 years old, with sturdy stature, brown hair and light brown eyes, with a healthy complexion, narrow forehead, oval face, medium mouth, good teeth, pointed 


chin, no special characteristics, and a large nose. 
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5° These passports were both retained through the years by family members, and is currently in descendant Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ possession. 
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Felix Geiger’s obituary in America in 1909 stated that he and Theresia married ‘in the 
homeland. However, this document indicates that she is unmarried when leaving Baden: 
‘Verheiratet’ in the bottom left corner has a line through it; ‘Ledig’ (meaning single) does 
not; and Conscription (as in military conscription) also has a line through it. Felix, who 
did serve, has a note after ‘Conscription’ on his passport, but no line through it. The 
possibility that they are not married is reinforced by the fact that she goes by her 
maiden name on this passport. 


Felix Geiger Passport Translation: 
Passport for emigration to North America, Grand Duchy of Baden, 
County of Mittelrhein, District of Lahr 


All domestic and foreign civil and military authorities are duly requested to allow the 
presenter of this passport, Felix Geiger, born and residing in Sulz, who fs traveling to 
the North American Free States with the intention of seeking his livelihood, to pass 
freely and unhindered back and forth, and to provide 

protection and assistance if necessary. 


Present passport has been executed on municipal council report and 
official court proceedings negotiation. 


Grand Duchy of Baden District Governor - June 2, 1857 


Physical Characteristics 
Age. 29 years old 

Height: 5 feet, 8 inches 
Stature. lean 

Face shape: longish 

Face color: healthy 

Hair: blond 

Forehead: middle 

Eyebrows. blond 

Eye color: grey 

Nose: big 

Mouth: middle 

Beard: blond 

Chin: pointed 

Teeth: good 

Special characteristics. none 
Conscription: finished 
Signature of passport holder: Felix Geiger 


Translation of passport by Wilma Hofmann 


Felix Geiger passport 


The date the passport was issued was the 2 Jun 1857, and the passport was stamped at the Bridge of Kehl, a bridge crossing the Rhine (and the border) from Baden (now Germany) 
into Strasbourg, France, 10 Jun 1857. Lahr is around 40 kilometers from Strasbourg. J. Barbe, a company out of Le Havre, France, had a ticket office in Strasbourg where the Geigers 
were able to buy their ticket to America. 
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Front: Felix, Theresa, and Mary Lugarta’s ‘William Tell’ ship receipt® 


This document is the front page of the receipt, with the back page being the rules and regulations on board. It is written in French, with a translation in German in the right column. 


Interesting to note that although Felix’s passport names him as Felix Geiger, 
reading the receipt here seems to indicate that the ‘Gamb’ family is traveling, 
with Felix and Legarde as the adults and Theresa as the child. Especially 
considering the passenger manifest also seems to make the same mistake, ae : — USER , 

| think this is probably the source of the confusion on the manifest. Perhaps _ Aaqueboto requltera eukie le ol cre et feo 


Stato Leis Juerique ° 
it's a Simple case of lost in translation at the ticket company in France, as it’s 


he 
” v u 
7 + a 4 Aiquatemwernh 
i i « 
unlikely Theresa and Felix speak French. Vew-- yh ; , ye @ nee 
f hy tails bouche 
howe barbe 
3 “x . 
Ns Jt E57 2 Sa front mentert 
—s = { aoreels wiaage 
TR ASBOURG J. BARBE au VRE. ee 
(geuce li STRASBO Ui : aie / 
‘ ~» ,/? Fae dein ns We, la a P . 
Mende M ° fe ener 6 bepecertiee o/s 2 EE Carte | Erhalten von 
yout OR wdiilicn 4 4 cufocrts oe MOULIN fir Ermachfen Kinder Sauatinge 
fe somite Je Bea - Lik Degas Forge aaa [> die Summe von 
_. ‘aS wring ee +5 BSI — a : a = : 
HN inoutaut leC 4 47, “places reed onbdu weave 247% «sce s aZet_. fur Platse im Dwwifchewoetk des, den - 
se autre, allah Ue MNews Hoe? fer M6. Gre: tI. von Havre nach Rew abgchenden Schiffes 
R t a : . ; — 
ee portions de oeites Confounenrent cs seqleuront preacist fo wie Vortionen Sceproviant, laut gefetlicher Vorlehrift 
: 7 Gy . “F ee oe os fi . na v : Buc leer 
Mans telte domiite sont compete Peau Douce fe Bow, Ca crore’, Yn qenannter Snmme find aw ubegriffen ae Waller, Holz, Ruche  leere 
} ¥ ce O'b i Dewar) 1 Benth d das Bolpital-Weld bei Ankunfi in Amerika 
fo cabaue aon qaruie et [w tare 0 Hopital . theta Neds e Be i ag a he rr °; ‘ So re en 
“Unter denmiute de F150, aera payee a Peuigiaut sil wWeot pas ox Der Auswanderer evhalt cine taghehe Ent{ehadiquug ¢ 3 
re) 


“dad ‘ ¥ ¥ Da Porce te . su fahrt [eltacletsten Tage nicl belardert wi, (hohere Gemalt ausgenammen 
pedae le Journ apres colvn fue porta son Depart dy Dawre (force wrayertre |} Dem, sur Abfabrt feltgeletzten Tage nicht beford q 


i exceptee..) af Goes 30 presenter fjouvdavaut le depart Der Auswanderer mul fey 8 Gage vor dem zur Abfahet feltacletsten , im Bureau deo 
r fixe pre fareau de MC. Bathe au Havre ; Beern FI. Barbe in Wavre melden 
i ——————_——— ae 
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Translation: Fa a Bp / LP eufante 
Ocean liners between Le Havre & the United States of America /; | Lt ee personnal 
7 ; Vasssellc’ pew personne a 
J. Barbe at the Havre, Strasbourg office dh | on ae ae 
Receipt of Mr. Felix Gamb and family of Sulz, Baden for 2 adults, 1 child and no 9 j fis occu £04, — 
Infants the sum of 284 francs Ma Z ¥ eo 
W a, - “Y “ey eae ma 
: am = 
Three places in steerage on the ship ‘William Tell; or other going to New York ne A | plea J 
the 16 June 1857 and 2 portions of necessities according to the rules. In this eo z| Z| | iy  , OD be Fae fo» 
sum Is included: Fresh water, wood, cooking, the unfurnished cabin and the ey ‘new paleb(igits adesee picgeall I parol pu onl tae —————— 
hospital tax. An indemnity of 1.50 Francs will be paid to the immigrant if he 15 6) patrecs dass lum des bureaiwe da sonoriyue bile we peat Tee codec ms wagagee Apr ) xO 
j ; ye une fra nadé.ne sera plus ronbours?d an tdalaure gia ne eoudrad pits 3 
not sent by the day after the fixed date of departure from the Havre (excluding Rite de po bnprad eitind Jor ag fark : e 
force majeure). He must present himself 3 days before the departure at the J PPO - Ae Dail + 


office of Mr. J. Barbe at the Havre. 


Names and first names: Felix Geiger, Legarde Gamb, Theresa Gamb (Theresa 
is listed as the child) from Sulz, Baden. 


/temized list: Passage for 2 adults 1 child necessities for 2 adults, no bedding 


or kitchen supplies included. 
Additional receipt for 2 and a half places by rail: 82.50. 


6° These documents were preserved by the Geiger family, currently in Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ records and provided to me by Lynn Weis. Translations by Morgan Gray. 


Back: ‘Rules on board for passengers in Steerage’, in French and German 


Translation: S.1. The cabins will be distributed to passengers at the office of M. J Barbe, only after having paid the total amount of their passage and after they have onboarded the quantity of necessities for sea prescribed below 
in S. 9. The number of the cabin will be marked on the boarding pass of the passenger, and no one is authorized to choose and install themselves arbitrarily in a cabin. The cabins of steerage are arranged for two adult persons, 
~ . = he aS Re $24 — > cee numbered and distributed in order of number. 
r. oe oe: ; -—. ¥ y _ . _ S. 2. If a passenger wishes to change their cabin with another, it must be announced to 
"the office, and the change will be approved if possible and marked on the boarding 
. passes of the passengers. 
a » S.3.The baggage, trunks, bags and barrels must be marked distinctly on the top, with 
_ the number of the cabin of the owner. 
. S. 4. The passengers will provide their bedding and cooking equipment. Straw mat- 
tresses must be filled on land. 
S. 5. Passengers will board and offload their baggage and necessities—neither the 
captain nor the immigration office will be responsible for them. 
S. 6. Any weapons must be handed over to the Captain. 
S. 7. Large baggage and trunks will be lowered into the hold, as well as the potatoes, 
biscuits and wine. 
S. 8. While the ship is stationed it will not be permitted to enter the hold. At sea, it will 
be opened when necessary so that the passengers can take their necessities. 
S. 9. Before lodging in the ship, each passenger older than 8 must board the following 
necessities: 


fd 
fd 


Ns yO 


b rnjoo 
Kea 


ura ony 
5 


Tr oOMOP M97 “EES 
109 199 PeidoR,p OxEy VY 


“aupao, 


‘oF 
ore 


aie) Beak 
+ ymosig, 
os 
sooduesae y 


arreqeo uy op 
sayeun, sary" $ 
sro dassng 


so] ns gubsem yo ‘ oyqypsod ts * ganoudde esos WounFueqs 99 yo ‘neamg ne 


Sua id FH] SHOY, ® 
‘onaey oy onbuces pub 
op suep so pnb ae 


wp WHOM 7 “Fy ’S 


oadywun 


0} Op sorEY 
gmeynine 830) 

” 

. 


sya? 


dow ya sxodesey sop orsy vy OP 9: 


soo sed erye.a mb sofessey mop O55 


819) Op seuUOg 
an 
‘SIBU pp NY AIqoPO ep NG 
HHeoend 1 
morina as siateeseg soy y § 


sri TERY 180 per7rDy: 


soareyouidord op 


sonburut ang yuossap seq 12 sous ‘sassmea * 


aogdey 


a fneay yeemoey ormendery oT “Ty 


ap op yua 


sume 


os 


toss sassteo yo golqeur ssoa8 oP "L'G ‘s 


wuodesseg sop ong 
au pnb ouprqye,s 
“ayes may 
‘susp yuowonhy 


4 ang TaLIOp 


n ny waned wo ‘sau uy *nnres 
Lay 


ig 


a 
' 


For New York: 
Biscuits ....50 pounds 
Potatoes ....70 
Flour.... 40 

Rice ....5 

Dry vegetables.... 4 
Smoked meat.... 15 
Butter.... 3 
Sugar.... 21/2 
Coffee.... 11/2 
Salt.... 2 
Vinegar.... 1% litre 
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From 15 October to 1 March, the ration increases by 
Biscuit .... 5 pounds 
Potatoes.... 70 
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. 10. Any passenger who doesn't have these quantities on board, 12 hours before 
depart, will be erased from the list of passengers and will not be able to make the trip 
with the ship. 

S. 11. The Captain will supply the water, wood, the unfurnished cabins, and medicine in 
case of illness. The hospital tax is included in the ticket price and will be taken care of 
by the ship. 

S. 12. Fresh water is only for drinking and for preparing food, it should not be used for 
cleaning. 

S. 13. The utmost cleanliness must be maintained in steerage, to prevent the spreading 
of contagious diseases. Everyone must take care that their cabin is kept clean and that 
the area in front be cleaned every morning, otherwise it will not be permitted to do the 
cooking. 

S. 14. It is forbidden to hunt for nails or (damaged) in the ship 

It is severely forbidden to smoke on the ship, to make a fire or to burn candles while 
the ship is in the bay. At sea, one can smoke, but only on the bridge, with covered pipes. 
S. 16. One must have special permission from the captain to light a lantern in steerage, 
and it is strictly forbidden to bring chemical matches on board. 

Passengers must avoid any dispute or quarrel amongst themselves or with the crew. 
S. 17. The back of the ship is reserved for the Captain. 

S. 18. It is forbidden, under serious penalty, to give wine or spirits to the crew, anyone 
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3 . z breaking this rule will have their drinks seized until arrival in the US. 
on 3 S. 19. The same will be done with the drinks of anyone who puts themselves in a 
a drunken state and causes disorder. 
ae S. 20. The amount of passage is payable until the day before the day of departure; failing 
4 ~ : Ss to make this payment or missing the ship will lose their passage. 


S. 21. All passengers must be on board two hours before the time of departure, espe- 
cially women and children. It is good to bring fresh bread for five or six days. 

S. 22. Passengers must have their passports checked by the police. 

S. 23. It is severely forbidden for the employees of the Emigration Office to manage the visa in passports of the passengers, as well as to accept tips for them, and passengers are asked to make a report to the Office if they 
discover any such abuse. 

S. 24. These rules are only in the interest and for the well-being of passengers in steering, for their safety, comfort, and health. 

The Captain expects that there will not be the need to enforce them, and hopes that out of prudence and order the passengers will follow these rules scrupulously, especially S 13, 15, 16 and 19, to avoid the immense danger that 
would result for all. 
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retry cae abe arp beta ar ay poy 8 sae ake jaca d ‘Spap inmaerome 
ould 4 has now arrived; and that on said list is 


designated the age, the sex, and the occupation of each of said passengers, the part 
of the vessel occupied by each during the passage, the country to which each also the country of which it is intended by each to become an inhabitant; and 


that said List or Manifest truly sets forth the number of said passengers who have died on said voyage, and the names and ages of those who died. 
. wun B0~ LF, 5 7) 
aie ip la 
4 


So heip me God. 


r ‘The comnry \daey severally belong The country te which hey inwad ts become inhebneme ‘Died on che reyege = 
| t —™. 


Felix, Theresa, their daughter Mary Lugarta, and 
Theresa’s sister Magdalena on the ship manifest for 
the William Tell, 1857 


We know from the receipt retained in family records that the 
William Tell is indeed the ship that brought the family over to 
the US. Reviewing that ship’s manifest, although it is difficult to 
read, passengers 10-13 look to be a Felix Geiger, a 21-year-old 
‘Luitgarde Gamp’, a 5-year-old daughter Theresa (her name is 
likely mistakenly switched for her mother’s), and Theresa’s 
sister 25-year-old ‘Magda. Gamp’. 


Theresa's sister Magdalena arrived in the US on the East Coast 
(aligns with this ship manifest, which landed in New York), and 
had her first son Henry J Koehler in Pittsburg, Connecticut on 15 
Apr 1860. She had another son, William a year later, before 
marrying Johannes Baptist Koehler in Highland on 18 Apr 1862. 
They went on to have several more children, and both Johannes 
and Magdalena were sponsors at Adolph Geiger’s baptism, but 
Magdalena died at the age of 45 in Highland.*! 


It’s interesting that Magdalena did immigrate at the same time, 
but that she stayed on the East Coast with Johannes while Felix 
and Theresa went to Missouri—and then they all ended up 
together again in Illinois. 


Description of Felix and Theresa by their great 
granddaughter Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis 


“From what | have gathered Felix and Theresa emigrated to the 
US. Why? | don’t know - Possibly because of religious convic- 
tions - other family members were here. Apparently they had 

one daughter (Mary) when they came. They landed and came to 

Booneville MO. They were not happy there and settled in High- 
land, living in a hotel on Walnut Street. Benedict, their son, was 
born in MO. The rest of the children - Louis, Theresia, and 

Adolph were born in Highland. They cleared land east of High- 
land, sold some of the timber harvested. My understanding is 

that they bought land from a Mr Koepli and lived there. The 
place now owned by Cheryl Mueller and Jay Geiger. They 
acquired more land as time went on. Now this land is still 
owned by Geigers.” 


61 Henry J Koehler obituary Trenton Sun Newspaper 1925. St Paul Church records of marriage 18 Apr 1862, Adolph Geiger baptism 13 July 1872 St Paul Church records 


Felix Geiger as a US citizen 


PP GBS 
52nd Regiment Enrolled led Mo. Militia 
FY i ’ 


Eorolied and organized Aug....__, 1862. 
Where, Boonville, Mo. 


Ovdaaed late sollte sect iec' Ade: 19eh; 1088 
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IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI. 
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Ville, Mo, » ‘ 
By whom, Ll rtendn, Sel) Beigel. ee 


* ee Sst 


Relieved from duty, Nov. ath. 1362, cal wefilics obecome a citizen of the Ueguited Statsg sand ve wigs to the count Hee: BB at — 
By whom, Col. Pope. beuate 


2 eke A a. Bee, tL. id in 0, OL LMAL 2D OD... Plated APA eae! 
ees eet — wet. | 
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By whom 


acento aieaoaicneen a eernbenes,0 MOS: 
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i i ee ee 2 
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7 a 
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6 Top left: Felix Geiger military record. Felix also served 62 days in the Civil War, called into active service while in Boonville. Bottom and right: Felix Geiger naturalization, 1844. Missouri Western District Naturalization Index. 
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Post Office “4 7z2 20 a ee 
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convict. 


26 Felix and Theresa Geiger, US 
Census 1860 


as The family is divided across two pages 

of the Boonville, MO census. Daughter 

Mary's middle name is Lugarta, tran- 

ao scribed here as ‘Legad’, as it appears in 
other records. Felix is working as a 
brickmaker, and the personal estate 
value is about 200 dollars. 
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63 St Paul Catholic Church burial records, 23 Sep 1876 


Theresa’s sister Magdalena burial, 1876 


Theresa's sister’s burial record is included here 

because it includes her parents’ names, with which 

we can confirm the link of Theresa and Magdalena 
* as sisters. 


Magdalena’s marriage to Koehler is also in the St 
Paul Church records, in 1862. This is two years after 
their son Henry was born. Henry’s obituary states 
that he was born in Pittsburg, Connecticut and that 
his parents moved the family to a farm north of St. 
Morgan. 
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Felix and Theresa Geiger, US Census 1870 


Daughter Mary’s middle name was Lugarta, perhaps she went by that name 
and the census worker looks to have transcribed it here as ‘Lickett’; at this 
time the family was in Highland, Illinois. 
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meer alee: z | Felix and Theresa Geiger, US Census 1880 
507 


z= 
% oe nna ‘Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 1 et 4, a? . . : 
a Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration le living on the Ist day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE i ‘ New r Helvelle fownsh ! P, le likely that the Rota taker has neers 
upewisor’s Dist. No. 77 June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. - f= rectly written ‘Bertrand’ instead of Benedikt. 
crumeration Dist, No. d/ Note C.—Questions Nos. 18, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respeet to persons under 10 years of age. | 
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Felix and Theresa Geiger, 
US Census 1900 


Neither Felix nor Theresa re- 
ported being able speak English 
at this point, despite the fact that 
Felix naturalized almost 40 years 
earlier. 


Son Benedikt lived next door with 
his wife and mother-in-law, Anna 
(Amlehn) Schurch. 
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Felix Geiger plots in Helvetia, 1906 


Felix also owned the Section 11 land in the 1892 publication of these plat maps. See page 34 for how 
Felix’s children added on to these properties after his death. 
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Felix Geiger’s German-language obituary, 3 Sep 1909 


Translated from German: 


> 


ee: 


pelix Geigét eine ‘(waGtheforiier 
Farmer, der Meilen oftlic) von 
Highland-wobntze, ging am Samftag 
Morger wun 1OUbr nad), einwidjent- 
fidem eiden int geleqnetendlter bat 
81° Jahren 6 Monaten und 23 Xa: 
gent gur Legten Langen Stube ein. Sm 
Grobhergogthuut Vaden. wurde er 
amt 5. Feb. 1828 au. Langhard gebo- 
‘ren, ‘verlebte dafelbjt feine Drugend- 
jare und vermablte fid) in 1850 in 
der -alten: Seimath Tit Sel. Therefe 
Ren. Sn 1858: entjdlof fic) dieFa- 
milie gir Wusivanderung, wobnte' 
gunddft fiir adjt Jahre bei MRocport, | 
Mo., danni fity swei Yahre auf einer! 
fiidlid) von Avifton gelegenen Farnr 
und- in 1869 bez0q man die Seim- 
ftatte, auf.weldjer die amilie feither 
lebte.  Gech3 Kinder. erbliihten, der 
gliidlidjen he, vier Sshne, von wel: 
den einer in garter Sindheiteftarb, 
und giei Tidjter. Bei act deutidem 
Sleifs, Sparfamteit und Niidjternbeit 
rmebrte - fid) im atts der Sabre der 
irdijde Befiz, fo: dat! die Familie in 
ganz angenehmen: Verhaltniffen leb- 


te. We Glieder derjelber Fenngeid- 
nete die Treye :sm* angeftammten 
fath. Glauben. Ant Montag Morgen 
an halo 9 UWhr verlieh ber Traner- 
gug das Gein und Letwegte fide nah 
der St. Paul’. Kirde, in der Pfr. 
Wilh. Pietfch die Obfequien leitete, 
gefolgt von. dev; ‘Deltothung aif .dem 
sg Srichhofe.: Die Mitaliohor hoa 
St Xofeph’s Perving; weldjent der 
Enitélotene angehjbite, trugen den 
Garg: gu Grabe.:Den Hingang de3 
Biedermannes betrauern: Die Gai- 
tin, weldje ebenfalls 81 Zabhr alt ijt; 
drei Sohne, Benjamin, der verhei 
rathet ijt und aif cinerFarmbeiSt. 
Nacob ‘wohnt, undWouis und%dolph, 
rweldje fid) nod). lédigen GStandes -im 
Glternhaufe befinden; gwei Xseter; | 
Sra Maria Brebut bon St. Vous 
und Srl. Therefe, : nod) bei der Mute 
ter neilend:: fieber Enfelfinder und 
cin Bruder, Benedift Geiger von 
GSiid Dakota. Ehre feinem Mndenken t 


“Felix Geiger, a well-known farmer 
who lived 3 miles east of Highland 
went for a final long rest after suffer- 
ing at the blessed age of 81 years six 
months and 23 days. He was born in 
the Grand Duchy of Baden, February 
5%, 1828 in Langhard, spent his youth 
there, and married in the old homeland 
in 1850 with Miss Theresa, nee Kamp. 
In 1858 the family decided to emigrate, 
lived for 8 years near Rockport, then 
for two years ona farm near Aviston 
and then in 1869 they moved into the 
home where the family has lived since. 


Six children blossomed from the happy 
marriage. Four sons, one of whom died 
in early childhood, and two daughters. 
With real German piety and industry, 
thrift and sobriety, their physical pos- 
sessions increased over the years, so 
that the family lived in very pleasant 
conditions. 


All members of the family were loyal 
to their ancestral faith. By Monday 
morning the funeral left at 9 0 clock to 
St Paul’s church where Rev. Pietsch 
conducted the funeral. The members of 
St Joseph's association, to which the 
deceased belong, were pallbearers. To 
mourn the deceased are his wife, also 
81 years old. Three sons (Benjamin, 
who is married and on a farm near St 
Jacob), and Louis and Adolph, who still 
reside in Theresa's home. Two daugh- 
ters, Mrs Maria Brehm from St Louis 
and Miss Theresa, still living with her 
mother. The deceased also leaves a 
brother, Benedict Geiger of South Da- 
kota.” 


64 Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Standard atlas of Madison County, Illinois: including a plat book of the villages, cities and townships of the county, map of the state, United States and world: Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 


www.loc.gov/item/2007626751/ 


65 Highland Union, Friday 3 Sep 1909 Vol 46 Issue 51 


Theresa Geiger, US Census 1910; daughter Theresa death, 1929% 


Felix and Theresa's youngest three children (Ludwig, who went by Louis, Adolph, and Theresa)°’ never married and lived together on the farm southeast of Highland, with Theresa 
keeping house for her brothers. Adolph moved to town about 30 years before he died and lived with his niece, Theresa (Geiger) Schuh at 1220 12" Street®? until 1955. 
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tient the previons ten days. Spinal af- 
fection was the cause of death. Rev 
A. ML Hohl conducted funeral servi- 
ces at St. Paul's church Saturday 
morning and the remains were laid 
to rest in the Catholic cemetery 
Decensed was born In Clinton coun- 
ty on June 22, 1868. She spent her 
early lifo on a farm, coming to Hleh- 
d some ten years aro. She is sur- 
vived by one brother, Adolph Gelger 
of this city, and a sister, Mrs. Mary 
Boehm, of St. Louis. 


66 Highland Journal, 7 Nov 1929 
$7 Gravestones in St Joseph's Cemetery, Highland IL 
68 From Geiger family records provided by Elaine Greene in 2022. 
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Felix Geiger obituary, 1909 neNES? oon obituary, rye Felix Geiger burial, 19097 


| ae 


Death of : Felix” Geluees! * sane 
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Felix and Theresa Geiger gravestone” 


In German, ‘Geb’ for geboren, born, and ‘Gest’ for gestorben, died. 
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6? The Highland Journal, 1909 
7 St Paul Catholic Church in Highland IL records 
™ St Joseph Cemetery in Highland IL 


Anton Geiger [32] 


Anton was buried in Sulz in the Grand Duchy of Baden in 1858. He was a 
day laborer in Langenhard, Baden. 


Maria Anna Flaig [33] 


Maria Anna Flaig was born around 1791 and married Anton Geiger in 1815, and gave birth to at 
least 7 children; six boys and one girl. She was buried in 1847. 


Parents Christian Geiger [64] and Katharina Kunaz [65] 
Marriage date 30 Jan 1815 in Sulz, Baden 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name 
Karl 23 Jan 1816 

Barbara 1818 

Christian 1819 

Joseph 13 Feb 1822 Catharina 
Benedikt 26 Apr 1824 

Felix* 1828 Theresa Gampp* 
Bernard 5 Feb 1834 


Parents Andreas Flaig [66] and M Anna Schumacher [67] 


Death information 


9 Feb 1874, Rock Port, MO 
South Dakota? 


Anton and Maria Anna’s marriage and their childrens’ baptisms were all recorded in the Evangelical church records in Sulz. Both Anton and Maria Anna’s burial records were as 
well. However, their children’s marriage records or burial records have not yet been found, indicating that they may have died young, converted (as Felix may have done, as he was a 


member of the Catholic church in America) or left the area. 
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™ Evangelical church records in Sulz. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZT-2S78-6?cc=3015626 


Geiger-Flaig marriage, 18157 
“On the 30th of January, at 10 o’clock in the morning, were married: 


Anton Geiger, new citizen and farmer on the Langenhard, legitimate, 
unmarried son of the deceased Christian Geiger and the deceased 
Katharina Kunaz, who had been citizens in Reinbach [although note 
that their son Felix married a woman from Reichenbach so it may 
actually be that]; and Maria Anna Flaig, legitimate, unmarried daugh- 
ter of the deceased Andreas Flaig who had been a citizen and 
farmer at the Langehard, and Maria Anna Schuhmacher. Witnesses 
to the wedding were Andreas Westlender, bailiff, and Anton Wunder, 
citizen and farmer at the Langenhard. Sulz, January 30, 1815. J. 
Schmid, priest.” 


Note this marriage record is in the Evangelical Church in Sulz (Amt 
Lahr). 


Very interestingly, there is an Anna Maria Flaig, of Sulz, who had an 
act against her in court from 1827 to 1848, accused of (and possibly 
imprisoned for?) infanticide.” Although this is probably not the same 
person as our Maria Anna Flaig, there are a few Flaig families in the 
church records in Sulz and it seems likely they would have known of 
Anna Maria's case. 


73 | andesarchiv Baden Wirttemberg, Lutherische Kirchenbucher, 1783-1875. Evangelische Kirche Sulz (A. Lahr), a birth record of Anton names his parents as Katharina and Christian. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
™ Justizvollzugsanstalt Bruchsal: Verwaltung, Gefangenenakten, Gefangenenbiicher / 1818-1969. 311 Nr. 35. Archivischer Identifikator 4-3355576 Flaig, Anna Maria von Sulz/Lahr, Laufzeit, 1827-1848 Gegenstand Kindsmord. 


http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-3355576 
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Anton and Maria Anna’s son Joseph is baptized, 1822 


Joseph may have been another of Felix’s brothers who left Baden to travel to 
America, as there is record of a Joseph Geiger, born 13 Feb 1822, who eventually 


died in Rock Port, Missouri. 
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Maria Anna Flaig burial, 18477 


“In the year 1847, on the 3rd of September, at 5 o'clock in the evening, died on the Langen- 
hard at the age of 56, and was buried on September 6 at 9 o'clock in the morning: Maria 
Anna Flaig, wife of the citizen and day laborer Anton Geiger from the Langenhard. Wit- 
nesses to the death were Joseph Kindle, coroner from Sulz, and Theobald Mertz, school- 
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® https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZT-2S46-R. Translated by Wilma Hofmann. Sulz postcard provided by Manfred Elbe. 


peerg Gampp [34] 


We Georg was born in 1795 in Seelbach, a small town which 
OC To Ve lide was part of the Count of Hohengerolseck’s territory at the 


time. He worked as a day laborer in nearby Reichenbach, 
where he died 13 Jan 1861 at the age of 66. By then, his 
hometown was part of the Grand Duchy of Baden. 


Maria Theresia Ehret [35] 


Born 8 Feb 1790” in Steinbach and died 25 Nov 1852, in Seelbach. 


Maria Theresia gave birth to six daughters and one son. At least two of her daughters 
emigrated to America. Her daughter Theresa lived in Reichenbach, a community which 
had been a part of the same small territory as Seelbach but was already a part of Baden 
by the time Theresa was born. 


Parents Unknown [68] and Anna Maria Hug [69] 
Marriage date 12 Apr 1818 in Seelbach” 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Maria Ursula 1818 

Lugarda 1820 

Elisabetha 1825 

Theresia* 14 Mar 1828 
Appolonia 1831 

Maria Magdalena* 1831 

Stephan 


Maria Theresa Ehret ial 1790 
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Parents Mathias Ehret [70] and Maria Anna Pfaff [71] 


Spouse name Death information 


4 Nov 1818 
Johann Georg Weber After 1861 
Xavier Saisst 1896 
Felix Geiger* 1916 


Franz Anton Weber 
John Baptist Koehler* 
Theresia Eble 


22 Sep 1876, in Helvetia Township, IL 


Gampp-Ehret marriage, 1818 
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1 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WF81-Q9T2 
™ Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMP-QYPZ 
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Mathias Ehret [70] 


Mathias was born 28 Jan 1746 in Reichenbach. 


His parents had eight children, although a Mathias born in 

' 1744 may have died as an infant immediately before Mathias 
[70] was born. His younger sister's name was Ludgarda (a variation of what was clearly an 
important name in this family) and she lived to adulthood, marrying Mathias Griesbaum. 


He may have had a first marriage to Maria Eva Himelspach, who died in 1781. He died at 50 on 
5 Jan 1797 in Berghaupten. 


Parents Jacob Ehret [140] and Verena Keisser [141] 


Marriage date 14 Jan 1782 in Seelbach (40 years minus one day after Mathias’ parents married) 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Maria Anna 1783 
Sebastian 1786 
Apollonia 1788 
Maria Theresia 8 Feb 1790 
Magdalena/Maria Barbara 1792 
Franciscus Antonius 1794 
Sybilla 1795 
Magdalena 1798 
Helena 1801 


Jacob Ehret and Verena Keisser marriage, 1742” 


“In Reichenbach, 1742. Today, on the 15" of the month of January, in the year 1742, after 
three prior announcements in the parish church Seelbach, and after no impediments to the 
marriage were noted, were married by me, the undersigning, after | had asked both for their 
consent, and they both gave their consent: the honorable widower Jacob Erat, a citizen in 
Reichenbach, and the chaste maiden Verena Kaiserin, legitimate daughter of the honorable 
Martin Kaiser and the virtuous [??] Schwanzin or [-- -- ] Wanzin from Kreuth 


Witnesses are Martin Kaiser, father of the groom, and Johannes Kaiser, citizen in Kreith, 
who, together with me and groom and bride signed this record.” 


SY Pacman EA. 
Cisbenra8 % CRE 
He a Avinayth ast CUps ost fayhr nego 4} oy agnke fr food 3 
ee he, vn fe ; pei key a fel ha oy, Jif * exe nary, 
Tp fngeedime A me a fA a Ald phbes the PPL! oe Mee, 
int bron Wael wm eg Cefpb- cerrescvce/y jae Aone es f 


Sead: “HD you Rgife haf. oie ah , | 

oe here Parfer or sad g af adr Rega eC ¢/ poets foe th : go 
Yrs free ots ae ae Ons ie Cae | Chics ee 

4x ° St xs oy i < a4 A 
LHe lyr fits wea pene by sy C oe q 

oe Ore oe er aeeieare 7X WAL fe Lr, ve 

f Tutinm ritntale font e 2 ; 5 : cy 

J te, mae Leates ifen + 


SS ai a J 
Phiten Dah 53 . ye 


Prior £ rane C/ hid Ap 
zs Tee ee 


ee Aragon 
——— en rn rn 


78 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WF8B-5F6Z 
™ Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMK-WW3Z 
80 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:;WF8Y-NXMM 


Maria Anna Pfaff [71] 


Maria Anna was born 10 Jan 175778 in Reichenbach and died 11 Mar 1816 ini Stein- 
bach. 


Her parents married 27 Nov 1752 in Seelbach. Maria also had a younger sister 
named Ludgarda, although she died in infancy. She was one of 11 children although 
very few of her siblings lived to adulthood. 


Her paternal grandparents were Peter Pfaff [284] and Maria Eva Haitzmann [285] 
of Gengenbach. 


Parents Peter Paul Pfaff [142] and Maria Eva Moser [143] 


Spouse name Death information 
Maria Anna Uhl 1837 
Georg Gamp 25 Nov 1852 
Michael Wamschul 

1794 
Balthasar Link 

1798 
Johannes Bruchig 1865 


Mathias Ehret baptism, 1746°° 


“In Reichenbach: Today, on the 28" of the month of January, in the year 1746, was 
baptized by me, the undersigning Fransiscanus: Mathias Erat, legitimate son of the 
honorable Jacob Erat, citizen and weaver in Reichenbach, and the virtuous Verena 
Kayserin. 


Godparents are the honorable Friedrich Bielmann, miller and citizen here, and the 
virtuous Catherina Hathelfer from Greith 


The godparents and the parents signed this record together with me.” 
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Maria Anna Pfaff baptism, 1757 tH 3 
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81 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMP-W73Z 
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Mathias Ehret burial, 1797° 
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Maria Anna (Pfaff) Ehret burial, 1816° 
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52 Burial, Berghaupten, Offenburg, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1.WXV7-FNZM 
83 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischdéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:0B14-VW6Z 


Hieronymus ‘Jerome’ Schirch* [18] Anna Christina Amlehn* [19] 


Hieronymus Schtrch was born about 1808 in Switzerland, and died on 15 Mar 1883 Anna Christina Amlehn was born on 10 Sep 1830 in Sursee, Switzerland, and died on 4 
in Highland, Illinois. He sometimes went by the name of Jerome, or spelled his last | Jun 1911. She may have had a middle name as well, Udalrica, the feminine version of her 
name Schierch or Schuerch. Some fellow amateur researchers have suggested godfather Ulrich’s name. 

his parents may have been Melchior Schtirch [36] and Barbe Kuttau [37], but this is 


yet ta be confirmed with any documentation After her husband died, she lived for some time with her only surviving daughter, Emma. 


The 1900 census where she was living with Emma says she actually had two children, 
He came to America with Anna Amlehn, who listed her maiden name on the docu- | one living. Her daughter Christina is mentioned in St Paul church records but may have 
ment ship manifest so it's not clear if they married in Switzerland, the US, or at all. | only lived a few days. 

They departed from Le Havre, France in 1868 in steerage, when Hieronymus was 
54 and Anna was 38. They were quite old when they had daughter Emma, as he 
was 63 and she was 40. Jerome is listed In census records as a laborer who can't 
read or write. 


Great-granddaughter Olivia wrote that ‘Great grandpa Schuerck was killed by a run-away 
horse and great-grandma Schuerck worked at St. Joseph's Hospital in Highland.’ 


Parents Uncertain. The Schtirch family in Switzerland has an association with well Parents Balthasar Amlehn [38] & Ana Maria Troxler [39] 
documented family trees, but no mention of a Hieronymus. 


Marriage date Uncertain. May have married in Switzerland, although Anna goes by her maiden name on the ship manifest to America. 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Christina 29 Oct 1869 30 Oct 1869 

Emma Catherine 8 Apr 1871 Benedikt Geiger 21 Oct 1947 
Amlehn 


The Amlehn family is listed in the Swiss Historical Lexicon with Sursee as their city of origin and records exist of a few still living in Sursee about the time that Anna would have left 
Switzerland. 


More information translated from French about the Amlehn family name in the Historical Lexicon of Switzerland®*: 


Amlehn: Old family admitted to the government of the city of Lucerne; the name is documented since the 14th century. Rudolf was the first to enter the Grand Council in 1400 
and, 'n 1410, the Small Council. His relationship to the later Amlehns, however, /s not proven. Stefan, father of Niklaus, became citizen of Lucerne in 1509. Member of the 
Grand Council in 1517 and of the Small Council from 1522 to 1550, he was bailiff and treasurer on several occasions. 


The family reached its peak in the middle of the 16th century. The male line ended with the son of Niklaus, Melchior (died in 1567), member of the Grand Council and bailiff. A 
phenomenon of succession of the elites, which had put the old families aside from important functions, allowed the rise of the Amlehns. But they could not recover from the 
fall of Niklaus in the Pfyffer-Amlehn affair. 


Niklaus Amlehn: last mentioned in 1577 in Lucerne, died before 15817 in Lucerne. Son of Stefan, member of the Lucerne Small Council. Brother-in-law of knight Melchior 
Lussi. Married before 1551 Dorothea Hug, and then before 1559 Elisabeth Zukas. Member of the Grand Council from 1538 to 1552, of the Petit Conseil from 1552 to 1573, avoyer 
for the even years from 1560 to 1566. Bailiff of Buron-Triengen (1545-1547), of Weggis (1551-1553), of Entlebuch (1557-1559). Attorney of the convents of Engelberg from 1554 
to 1558 and of Saint-Urbain in 1564, administrator of the convent of Neuenkirch. Delegate on several occasions to the Diet. 


Niklaus Amlehn received pensions from Savoy, Venice, Rome and France. He was a butcher, a grocer, a saltpetre maker, an armor merchant. Member of the Safran corpo- 
ration. He owned several houses and orchards in the city, at least two estates and about 6,000 guilders in income. 


With Jost Pfyffer, he was the central figure in the Pfyffer-Amlehn affair: in 1559, they concluded a secret and illegal alliance, relating among other things to the distribution of 
charges and pensions. Pfyffer was banished after Amlehn's spontaneous confession in 1569. Following the rehabilitation of Jost Pfyffer in 1573, Niklaus Amlehn was removed 
from his post on the Small Council. He was pardoned in 1575 after an exile in Stans. 


Although we do not have documentation of how Anna is related to Niklaus, we can be sure she is a member of this same family (although perhaps distantly) because the name has 
only one place of origin in the Historical Lexicon of Switzerland: Sursee. 


84 Egloff, Gregor: "Amlehn", in: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz (HLS) , version dated February 17, 2020. Online: https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/de/articles/022203/2020-02-17/ 
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Anna Christina Amlehn baptism records, 1830 
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85 Sursee, Switzerland, Taufbuch, 1828-1837 https://query-staatsarchiv.lu.ch/detail.aspx?ID=1232618 page 183 and 235 of 739 


Sursee, Switzerland 


Sursee became part of the canton of Lucerne (German spelling Luzern) in the 1300s. In the 1500s, the town government was controlled by an aristocratic oligarchy despite the best 
efforts of the peasants, who led a revolt in 1653. Lucerne has been an important canton throughout Switzerland's history as it went through several phases. Under the Helvetic 
Republic (1798-1803) Lucerne was the seat of the central government, under the Act of Mediation (1803-1814) one of the six “Directorial” cantons and from 1815 to 1848 one of the 
three ruling cantons. 


The patrician government was finally swept away by the cantonal constitution of 1831. But in 1841, the Conservatives regained power, called in the Jesuits in 1844, and in doing so 
brought about the beginnings of the Sonderbund War. During this conflict in 1847, seven Catholic cantons created a separate alliance to avoid a centralization of power but they were 
defeated.® It was not a particularly bloody war, with only about 93 dead and 510 wounded.®’ Anna would have been 17 years old during this nonetheless significant war, which ulti- 
mately led to Switzerland becoming the federal state that it is today. A new Swiss Federal Constitution was created in 1848, and the Jesuits were banished from Switzerland. 


Illustration of Sursee from Anna Amlehn’s parish’s baptism book Delores Geiger in Sursee, 2011 

The description of Sursee that is included under this photo in the town's ‘Taufbuch’ says that the village had Sursee has been a ‘sister city’ of Highland, Illinois since 1976. 
about 2125 inhabitants in 1888. In 1580 it was completely burned, and in 1628 about 400 people there died ina 

short period of time due to the Plague. There were also large fires in 1686 and 1734. Morgan Gray and Delores (Federer) Geiger visited Sursee in 


July 2011. Delores married great-grandson of Anna Amlehn, 
Othmar Geiger. 
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86 | ucerne,’ 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica by William Augustus Brevoort Coolidge 
87 https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/fr/articles/017241/2012-12-20/ 
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a 5a Tae Hieronymus and Anna depart from 
ery | ral Le Havre, France in steerage on the Bellona, 1868 


Hieronymus and Anna leave Switzerland to travel to the northern coast 


a of France and depart from Le Havre. The SS Bellona first departed 
—f from London, then Le Havre. They arrive in New York on 26 Oct 1868. 
=f It's unclear why Anna went by her maiden name on this record. 
: See Historical Context note at right for more information about ports of 
+ departure. 
os 
— 
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88 The Grand Quai at Le Havre (1874), Hermitage Museum. 


Historical context: Bremen and Le Havre 


Leaving Germany or Switzerland in the 19" century the way Hieronymus, Anna, and all of the other immigrant ancestors in this book meant they had to have enough resources to 
make the journey in the first place, at least for a budget ticket in steerage. In the early 1850s, over half a million Germans crossed the ocean. Fewer Swiss were leaving at that 
time. About 25,000 Swiss emigrants arrived per decade from the 1850s until the 1880s—that decade, nearly 82,000 Swiss emigrated. 


Bremen and Hamburg were the primary ports of departure, with more than 7.2 million people departing the port of Bremerhaven and 5 million from Hamburg on ships to Amer- 
ica. Le Havre, on the northern coast of France, was also popular, and was the port Hieronymus and Anna left through. It took sailing vessels on average 6 to 7 weeks to make the 
voyage from Europe to America. 


Though steamships came into regular use in the 1850s, they were high priced and thus less commonly used until later. 


Accounts report poor conditions—for example, often only one toilet per one hundred passengers. One immigrant ship from Hamburg in 1858 arrived with no water, a food short- 
age, and 37 dead of cholera. 


Those bound for Illinois often landed in New Orleans, where they could take a steamboat and travel up the Missisippi to St Louis—this took about a week. 
Table: Total number of emigrants and Geigerbuchers traveling through Bremen or Le Havre by decade 


Geigerbuchers known to have traveled through Le Havre are in (parentheses). 


Decade Emigrants Geigerbuchers 

1831-1840 105,760 - 

1841-1850 234,040 (Gschwend), (Federer, Trautner), Rall, Bellm, Bellm, Kuhn 

1851-1860 417,367 Hagedorn, Frisse, Lauer, (Geiger, Kamp), (Schwarz, Schwarz, Ganninger) 
1861-1870 412,729 (Amlehn, Schurch) 

1871-1880 378,542 Niemeier, Woltering, Ratermann, Hotz 

1881-1890 969,317 - 


More than 90% of the emigrants leaving Bremen during these decades were traveling to the USA. 


Well-known Ellis Island, founded as an inspection station, only began to admit immigrants in 1892, and so none of the immigrants in this book, who all arrived before 1892, would 
have traveled through there. 


Sources: Germans in Illinois, Miranda E Wilkerson, Heather Richmond. SIU Press, 2019; Hoerder, D. (1993). The Traffic of Emigration via Bremen/Bremerhaven: Merchants’ Interests, Protective Legislation, and Migrants’ 
Experiences. Journal of American Ethnic History, 13(1), 68-101. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27501115 


Christina Schuerch gravestone, 1869 


Although the stone itself doesn’t give much data for 
confirmation, this may be a marker for Anna and 
Hieronymus first daughter, who died in Illinois as an 
infant almost exactly one year after Hieronymus and 
Anna landed in New York. The stone is in the same 
cemetery in Highland as her parents’—St Joseph’s—and 
is ina similar material to her father’s stone. 
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Hieronymus and Anna Schirch, US Census 1870 
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Hieronymus and Anna Schirch, US Census 1880 B. 


Saint Jacob, in Madison County, Illinois 


Anna Schirch, member of the 


Women Society at the St 


Paul Church” 


Anna Schuerch is also listed as a member of the Women Society at 
St Paul. The church history describes the society as follows: 


Our parish owes much gratitude to the members of this organiza- 
tion which we mentioned earlier. Then, the members wore pioneer 
clothes. Now they wear a Blessed Virgin medallion on a red band. 
They call themselves ‘Confraternity of the Holy Rosary,’ and also 
Altar Society.’ Mrs. Emma Rinderer under the direction of the Notre 
Dame Mother Superior, Sister Paulana, was appointed president. 


For many years the society purchased the candles and the olive oil 
for $60. Besides that a great many items were provided for the 
church over the years. By the way, the advantages the women 
receive from membership in this organization are great enough to 


inspire any woman to join. 


We feel that this organization is important enough to list its mem- 
bers individually. ...Barbara Bellm, ..Anna Schirch (Schuerch).’ 


C. Foederer (Kathrina Trautner in this book) is also listed as a 
‘deceased member since 1878.’ 


°0 St Paul Church 1846 to 1896, Merkel 
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Hieronymus Schtrch burial record, 1883” 
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‘Jerome’ Schuerch gravestone 
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Illustration of Highland, Illinois, 18947 
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* Burial record in St Paul church records, gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. 
*2 Drawn by John Simon Hoerner and published by Heinicke-Fiegel Lith. Co. in 1894 
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Anna Amlehn Schutrch, 
US Census 1900 


Anna, widowed, was living 
with her daughter Emma 
and son-in-law. It says 
Anna had two children, only 
one surviving. The other 
died in infancy. 
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Anna Schirch burial record, 1911” 


Anna Schirch gravestone, 1911 


°3 Burial record in St Paul Church records, gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. | was unable to locate gravestone in 2022. 


Balthasar Amlehn [38] Maria Ana Troxler [39] 


Born 10 Dec 1789. Died 26 Feb 1864 at the age of 75. Born 22 Nov 1787. Died 1 May 1850 at the age of 63. 

Parents Georg Joseph Amlehn [76] and Clementia Galliker [77] Parents Michael Troxler [78] and Anna Maria Arnold [79] 
Marriage date 26 Jan 1829 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Maria Anna Clementia 27 Nov 1824 

Anna Cristina Udalrica 10 Aug 1830 Hieronymus Schutrch 4 Jun 1911 
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Maria Ana Troxler burial, 1850% 
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Balthasar Amlehn burial, 1864” 
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*4 Katholische Kirche Sursee https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-N5Q2 
*5 Katholische Kirche Sursee https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6F8W-WRX2 
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Georg Joseph Amlehn [76] Clementia Galliker [77] 


Born 27 Feb 1709 in Sursee. Born about 1750, Clementia married Georg Joseph and gave birth to five daughters, then three sons. 


His parents were Joan Jodocus Amlehn (1670- ) and Anna 
Gilli (1660- ), who married in Jan 1697. 


Parents Joan Jodocus [152] and Anna Gilli [153] Parents Unknown 

Marriage date 26 Oct 1772 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Genevefa Josepha 1773 

Maria Antonius Dorothea 1775 Franz Placidus Wagemann 1836 

Anna Christina Catharina 1776 

Maria Anna Magdalena 1777 

Maria Josepha 1780 Joann Mejer, 2 Feb 1795 

Josef 1782 Zacilia Kach 1847 

Jacobus Leontius Georgius 1785 1798 

Balthasar 1789 Ana Maria Troxler 

Joan Jodocus Amlehn and Anna Gilli marriage, 16977 Georg Joseph baptism, 1709” 
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%6 Katholische Kirche Sursee (Luzern) https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSVZ-59G3-Q?cc=4138674 
*7 Katholische Kirche Sursee (Luzern) https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6F8Q-3GS9 
8 Katholische Kirche Sursee (Luzern) https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSVZ-59LP-G 


Theodore Heinrich Woltering [20] 


Theodore Heinrich (or Johann Theodore) was born around 1815 in Merzen, a city 
in a region which had just been established as the Kingdom of Hanover at the 
1814 Congress of Vienna. 


It's unclear when he died, as he did not immigrate to America with the family. 
His granddaughter wrote in a 1972 letter that he had died along with six children 
in Germany, and then the six living children emigrated with their mother. 


Several Woltering-Ratermann children from Sudmerzen can be found in the St 
Lambertus church records during the time period of 1859 (when his last daugh- 
ter was born) to 1872 (when his family left), so it's strange that there is no rec- 
ord of this specific Woltering-Ratermann marriage nor Theodore’s burial in 
those church books. 


Parents Herman Heinrich Woltering [40] & Margarethe Marie Brinkmann [41] ? 
Marriage date 1840? 


Children 

Name Birth information 

Henry ] Jul 1840 Merzen 
Herman* 20 July 1847 Sudmerzen 
Christina 3 Sep 1849 

Bernard 28 Jul 1852, Sudmerzen 


8 Nov 1854, Sudmerzen 
25 Jul 1859, Sudmerzen 


Bernadine ‘Dina’ 
Katharina Maria 


Maria Elizabetha Ratermann, 1825%° 


It’s difficult to know for sure, but after reviewing the Merzen church records that include the names of all of her children, this is one of the very few potential baptism records ina 


Maria Elizabeth Ratermann*® [21] 


Maria Elizabeth or Anna Maria Catharina was born sometime around 1819, potentially in April 
of 1819 (as indicated on her burial record) although there is no such record in Merzen that 
confirms this. In her childrens’ various records, her name is given as Maria Elizabeth as 
well as Anna Maria Catharina. 


She arrived in the US in 1872, (with her six children but without her husband) and died on 2 
Apr 1899 in St. Rose, IL. 


Both Maria Elizabeth and Theodore’s names appear in various formats throughout their chil- 
dren's lives. For example, it’s unclear if Anna Maria was first married to a Dietrich Woltering 
and had her son Henry with Dietrich, because Henry lists his father as Dietrich on a mar- 
riage record. But then Henry lists Theodore as his father on his second marriage record. 


Henry, Herman, Christina, Bernard, Dina, and Katharina also appear to stay in close contact 
upon arrival in Illinois. This could confirm that they are indeed siblings, just without a strong 
attachment to being consistent about their parents’ real names. 


Parents Unknown [42] and [43] 


Death information 

11 Nov 1912, St Rose IL 
24 Oct 1930, Highland IL 
21 Dec 1915, St Rose IL 
4 May 1931, St Rose, IL 
26 Nov 1943, St Rose, IL 
20 Dec 1920, St Rose, IL 


Spouse name and marriage date 

Katharina Vosholler, 18 Apr 1872; Francesca Boele 
Anna Niemeier*, 22 Feb 1881 

Theodore Tebbe, 11 Feb 1873 

Louisa M Klostermann, 20 Jan 1891 

Bernhard Vosholler, 13 Nov 1877 

Henry Dust, 12 Jul 1881 


reasonable time window for the matriarch of this family. If this record refers to her, her parents were listed as Johann Henrich Ratermann and Maria Elizabeth Ewers. 


However, this 15 Mar 1825 date doesn't eal to the 80 years old’ on her 1899 St Rose Cemetery gravestone. 
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%° St. Lambertus Catholic church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0041/?pg=34 
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10 St. Lambertus Catholic church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0043/?pg=28 
™ https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=28 
2 https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=44 


Henry Woltering, 1840'° 


| believe Henry is likely to be the son of 
Theodore and Maria Elizabetha. We know his 
birthday is 1 Jul 1840 from his St Rose grave- 
stone, and the parents in this record are a 
Woltering-Ratermann pair, but are not clearly 
Maria Elizabetha and Theodore. 


Christina Woltering, 1849" 


Parent names here are clearly Theodor and 
Maria Elizabeth. Theodor is also mentioned as 
being from Thdlenjohann, the same farm he is 
listed on in Herman Woltering’s [10] baptism 
record. 


(Johann) Bernard Woltering, 1852" 


Noted in the margin that in September 1872 he 
emigrated, the same as Herman's baptism 
record. While the father listed is Johann 
Theodor, the mother appears to be Anna 
Maria. | believe this is still a brother of Her- 
man [10]. 


Bernadina Woltering, 1854 
Parents listed are Theodore Heinrich Woltering and Anna Maria Ratermann. Marked as departing for the US in 1872. 
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Katharina Woltering, 1859" 


Parents are Johann Theodor and Anna Maria Ratermann. Marked as departing for the US in 1872. 
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Maria Elizabetha Woltering, 1863-1872 

This burial record of a 9-year-old girl lists her parents as the tenant farmer Johann Theodor Woltering (potentially [20]?) and a Ratermann, however the mother's name is not Maria 
Elizabeth but Maria Adelheid. This is potentially a separate Woltering-Ratermann couple, or could also be one of the six children who ‘stayed’ in Germany as reported by Woltering 
descendants. There are additional Woltering-Ratermann children in the burial records that could be part of that group. The Maria Elizabetha in this record would have died only a 
few months before the family left for the US. 


Bernhard ‘Ben’ Woltering marriage, 20 Jan 1891'™ (left) 


_ Christina (Woltering) Tebbe gravestone, St Rose Cemetery (right) 


When Henry Woltering’s first wife Katharina Vosholler died at the age of 25, his youngest sister 
Katharina moved in to help take care of the house and two young girls (she had also given birth to 
two boys, but they died in infancy). His sister (Bernadina) Dina lived next door with her husband, a 
Vosholler, and younger brother Bernard. Christina (Tebbe), the other sister, is on the next page of 
the census, so she must live nearby, too (see 1880 US Census). 


When the Wolterings traveled to the US in 1872, a man named Theodore Tebbe also traveled to the 

_ US from their parish in Merzen. In 1873, Christina and Theodore married in Illinois. Theodore’s older 
, brother Henry had traveled to Highland in 1868—perhaps it’s this connection that brought the 

{ Woltering family in that direction. 


3 St. Lambertus Catholic Church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0046/?pg=5 
4 Photo provided by Bev Fronterhouse 
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Henry Woltering marriage record, 1872; Christina marriage record, 1873" 
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There is some question about 
the Wolterings and whether 
Henry had a different 
Woltering as a father (Is it 
possible that Anna Maria 
previously married a 
brother?) or if the Woltering 
children were just not very 
precise or consistent when 
providing their parents’ 
names. 


On these marriage records in 
1872 for Henry and on the 
right page Christina, Henry's 
parents are listed as 
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Dieterich Woltering and Anna 
Maria Ratermann. Christina’s 
parents are listed as 
Theodore Woltering and Anna 
Maria Ratermann. 
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15 St Rose Catholic Church marriage records 


Henry Woltering second marriage record, 1883 


When Henry married again in 1883, he listed Theodore as his father, and Hermann 
is again a witness. Was ‘Dietrich’ just a mistake? 


Anna Maria Ratermann Woltering death record’ and gravestone”, 1899 


$f ips yo Feb 


Ben Woltering Dies Tuesday 


Ben Woltering, age years, died 
at b home two miles northeast of 
St. Rose, Tuesday evening at 7 o'clock 
after an illness « three vears Mr. 
Woltering suffers a stroke three 
years ago and WA igair stricken & 
year later. About three months ago 
t is thought he suffered another light 
troke, for since that time he was 
juite helpless an gradually grew 
wor He was} at Marzen, Han 
ver, Germany, July 27, 1852, and 
ame to this ntry ith his mother 
ind family about Is72. They settled 
ut St. Rose and lived there ever since. 


About 42 years ago he was married 
Louise Klostermann and they lived 
na farm at St. Ros Nine children 


ere rn to them, two of the girls 
having passed, one in infancy, and an 

er or Mrs. Hy. Poettker. Those 
irviving are Mrs. Barney Dumstorff 


f Lebanon, Mr Gerh. Poettker of 
Sreese and Mrs, Guss Henrichs and 
Momildia Woltering of St. Rose and 
the three sons, Ben of South of this 
city, Henry of St. Louis and Wm, of 
home. He also leaves his wife and 
one sister, Mrs. Ben Vosholler of near 
Highland. His father died in Ger- 
many, and a brother Herman, preced- 
ed him in death there months ago. 

The funeral will be held Saturday 
at St. Rose. 

Mr. Woltering belonged to the St. 
Rose Church, and throughout his long 
life he attended regularly and re- 
mained faithful to the end. He will 
always be remembered as one of our 
highly respected pioneer farmers. 

The Journal extends sympathy to 
the bereaved families in their losses. 
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Ben Woltering obituary, 1931 


According to son (Bernard) Ben's obituary’, Theodore 
Woltering died in Germany. This is nearly all the 
documentation we have about him. 


Only one brother (Herman) and one sister (Dina 
Vosholler) are mentioned specifically, providing weak 
support to the possibility that Henry, Katharina, 

and Christina were not siblings. More likely they just 
weren't mentioned, as they had died a decade earlier. 


© Burial record from St. Rose Parish in Belleville Diocese indicating date of death and burial 
7 St Rose Cemetery, Clinton County IL 
8 Breese Journal, 7 May 1931 
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Joseph Niemeyer [22] Katharina Sommer [23] 


Joseph Niemeyer (sometimes Niemeier) was born on 2 Sep 1812, in Varrelbusch, Katharina Sommer was born on 18 Feb 1821, in Warnstedt, Lower Saxony. She married Jo- 


now part of Niedersachsen, Germany. Varrelbusch is about 6km north of Clop- seph Niemeier on 6 May 1848, in Cloppenburg and gave birth to at least 3 children, poten- 
penburg, which belonged to the Prince-Bishopric of Munster until 1803, when it tially 5. The family attended the Catholic church in Krapendorf, which was a large parish 
was annexed by Oldenburg. that included Varrelbusch, Warnstedt, Resthausen, and several other communities. 


Joseph was a farmer and he died on 26 Mar 1869, in Resthausen, at the age of 56. | She died on 30 Aug 1862, in Resthausen at the age of 42. 


Parents Maria Helena Lanherman [45] and Theodor Niemeier [44] Parents Maria Elizabeth Hoppe [47] and Jan Fridrich Sommer [46] 
Marriage date 6 May 1848, in Krapendorf 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Frederick J 12 Jan 1849 Mary Steuver 9 Feb 1932 in Aviston, IL 
Joseph 27 Feb 1859 Elizabeth Albers 20 Feb 1944 
Anna Maria* 26 Jul 1862 Herman Woltering* 26 Mar 1937 
Joseph Niemeier baptism, 1812"? Katharina Sommer baptism, 1821"° 


° Excluding Katharina’s baptism, documents for this family are from St Andreas in Krapendorf, provided by Elaine Greene and accessible at https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/ 
1 Saint Bartholomaus Catholic church baptisms, Essen Parish, provided by Elaine Greene and accessible at https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/vechta/essen-st-bartholomaeus/KB08/?pg=54 


Extract of a map of the southern part of the Duchy of Oldenburg, 1805; Photo of the St Andreas Catholic Church in Krapendorf™ 


On the northernmost edge of this extract is Varelbusch, where Joseph Niemeier [22] was born. On the southernmost edge, Warnstedt, where Katharina Sommer [23] was born. The 
two villages are approximately 13 kilometers away from each other. 


In between the two villages is Cloppenburg, and outside of that city is Krapendorf, where the St Andreas church was built in 1728 and the tower was completed in 1789. The Nie- 
meier-Sommer wedding took place there, as did the baptisms of the couple’s children. The family however appears to have resided in Reshausen, the small village shown here 
between Varelbusch and Molbergen. 
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™ (1805) Karte vom sidlichen Theil des Herzogthums Oldenburg eines Theils der Grafschaften Hoya und Diepholz und des Gebietes der Stadt Bremen. https://sammlungen.ulb.uni-muenster.de/hd/content/titleinfo/1617171. Photo 
of St Andreas from Wikimedia user Krzysztof Golik. 


17 


Niemeyer-Sommer marriage, 1848" 
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Joseph and Katharina Niemeier’s oldest son Fred 


Frederick, born in 1849, went to the US in 1871 and was later joined by his younger siblings. (Photo of the 
Frederick and Mary Niemeyer family, at right."°) 


When Frederick married, his brother was a witness, and when his sister had son Theodore, Frederick 
was listed as the godfather. 


Fred’s brother Joseph is tricky to document, as there may have been two Joseph Niemeiers living in the 
same area in Illinois. What surely connects one to the family is the marriage record" for Frederick and 
Marie, where Joseph is the witness. | also note again a Ratermann (Elizabeth) is the other witness here. 


When Anna Niemeyer came to the US, she was working in a Ratermann home as a servant until she got 
married so it seems the families are close. It’s possible they are also linked to Anna Maria Ratermann 
Woltering, whose son, Herman ended up marrying Anna Niemeyer. 


"2 St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB09/?pg=21 
"3 Photo provided by Teresa Hoddy 
"4 St Francis Church records, Aviston Illinois 


Katharina (Sommer) Niemeyer burial, 1862" Joseph Niemeyer burial, 1869" 

Katharina died at 42, one month after her fifth child (our ancestor, Anna Maria Cath- While this appears to be Joseph's burial record, (he is marked as a 56-year-old wid- 

erine) was born. This record says she died following childbirth. This may be part of ower, which fits his 1812 birthdate) this doesn't fit well to the records in Oldenburg emi- 

the rationale behind her young children leaving to the US. grant data that clearly say his minor children had permission to emigrate to America 
years after his passing, in 1875. It’s uncertain who would have given the guardian's per- 
mission if both he and his wife had died. 


St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB10/?pg=135 
6 St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB10/?pg=182 


Youngest son Joseph Niemeier’s birth" and death records, 1859 and 1944 
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7 St Andreas in Krapendorf. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=140 


Herman Heinrich Woltering [40] Margarethe Marie Brinkmann [41] 


Born in 1760 in Merzen, Bishopric of Osnabrick. Died in 1828 in Sudmerzen, which Born: 20 Mar 1793 in Merzen, Bishopric of Osnabruck. Died 30 Nov 1872 in Sudmerzen, 
had become part of the Kingdom of Hanover in 1814. which had become part of Prussia in 1866. 


The Wolterings came from Merzen, as the children of Theodore and Anna Maria (Ra-_ | Margarethe’s father, Johann Hinrich Brinckmann was born 31 Oct 1751 in Windheim and 
termann) Woltering stated in documents once they'd arrived in the US. However, the | died 31 Oct 1820 in Sudmerzen. 

link connecting Theodore to Herman Heinrich and Margarethe Brinkmann was pro- 
vided by various online genealogists and records to confirm (including Theodore’s 
baptism or marriage, which would link him to H.H. and M.M.) have not been found in 
St Lambertus church records. 


Her mother, Anna Welling, was born 17 Jan 1748 in Ostbevern and died 17 Sep 1796 in 
Detmold. 


Parents Johann Heinrich Woltering (born around 1750 in Merzen to Johan Herman Parents Johann Hinrich Brinckmann [82] and Anna Welling [83] 
Woltering) [80] & Anna Linneman [81] 
Marriage date 6 Apr 1813 in Merzen 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 

Anna Maria 14 Sep 1812 Merzen Bernard Ratermann? 2 Aug 1865 in Sudmerzen 

Theodore 1815 Anna Maria Ratermann 1875? 

Herman Heinrich" 1818 Maria Katherina Brockschmidt 13 July 1894 in Bow Valley, Nebraska 
Maria Adelheid Oct 1822 10 Apr 1854 


Although the family link to Herman Heinrich and Margarethe Marie is not certain, it is possible. 


An Anna Maria Woltering married a Bernard Ratermann in Merzen and had a daughter Maria Christina born 13 Dec 1850 who immigrated to Illinois. A Maria Christina (Ratermann) 
Schroer died 10 Jan 1883 in St Rose Illinois, the same church as the other Wolterings in this chapter. This Maria Christina is likely to be the daughter of Theodore’s [20] older sister 
Anna Maria. She had a child in Nov 1878 and Anna Maria Woltering [21} was a sponsor. Although Anna Maria would have been around 60 years old by then, she would have been 
Maria Christina’s aunt (by marriage) if this theory is correct. 


Anna Maria Woltering married Bernard Ratermann, 1840" 


18 A Herman Heinrich born in 1818 and emigrated to the US is also mentioned in the St Lambertus church records, but the parents are a Hermann Woltering and Elizabeth Hesselbrock. That could be a different Heinrich, Theo- 
dore could be the child of that couple, or this Heinrich could also not be the brother of Theodore. Due to the inconsistency of name use and what is clearly a close family, it’s uncertain. https://data.matricula- 
online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0040/?pg=49 

1 St Lambertus Church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0021/?pg=34 
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Anna Maria and Bernard child, 1853 
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Anna Maria, wife of Bernard, and daughter of Heinrich and Margarethe (Brinkmann) Woltering dies in 1865 


Historical context: Congress of Vienna and 39 German states unite in 1815 EUROPE AFTER THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA (1815) 


Boundary of the German ( r 
Confederation, 1815 “S FINLAND 
: (Russia, 1809) — 
‘ 


We don't know much about Theodore Woltering’s birth and we're not certain Herman and Margarethe 
were his parents, but when he was born, baby Theodore certainly became a tiny subject in the King- 
dom of Hanover during a time of major political change, after the long years of the Napoleonic Wars. 


ver 


After French Emperor Napoleon's downfall at Waterloo, the European powers gathered their repre- 
sentatives in Vienna to reorganize European politics in a conservative and sufficiently ‘balanced’ way 


‘RUSSIAN 
EMPIRE 
to at least partly restore the pre-revolutionary conditions. 


LITHUANIA 
Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain were the four powers instrumental in Napoleon's over- 
throw and hashed out most of the main territorial problems amongst themselves. What developed the 
room where it happened was an elaborate horse trade: states traded territories and compensated 
each other to form an agreement on borders for all territories north of the Alps. As part of the agree- 
ment, they wanted to rebuild something like the Holy Roman Empire to balance power and buffer 
against France, so a German confederation was formed out of 39 duchies, kingdoms, and cities. Baden, 
home of the Ostringers in this Geigerbuch, was part of the confederation, as was Merzen in the King- 
dom of Hanover, home to the Wolterings. The German revolutions of 1848, which caused many to 
immigrate to the US, tried to change this confederation into a unified state, but ‘Germany’ as such 
didn’t exist until the German Empire in 1871. This is why our ancestors often listed their country of 
birth as ‘Hesse’ or ‘Hanover’ on US Census records—‘Germany’ hadn't happened yet. 
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Switzerland was given a new constitution, as Napoleon had tried to reorganize the country after in- REE Nis, 


vading In 1798. The Congress of Vienna also put French-speaking Vaud in Switzerland, which bordered 
Geneva, the future home of the author of this book. Geneva had just recently managed to rid itself of 
French troops and quickly joined the newly neighboring Swiss Confederation. 
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Europe after the Congress of Vienna, from the Encyclopedia Britannica 
Switzerland was able to manage that success in Vienna in part due to the advocacy of Frédéric-César 


de La Harpe of Vaud. De La Harpe was tutor then friend to (much more powerful) Czar Alexander | of 
Russia after Alexander’s grandmother, Catherine the Great, chose the non-French Francophone to 
teach her grandson. 


Sources: "Congress of Vienna." Encyclopedia Britannica, June 2, 2021. https://www.britannica.com/event/Congress-of-Vienna.; ‘On the way to becoming a federal state (1815-1848)' Swiss Department of Foreign Affairs, 
https://www.dfae.admin.ch/content/dam/PRS-Web/en/dokumente/auf-dem-weg-zum-bundesstaat-1815-1848_EN.pdf 
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Ostringen Children: Estella Frisse and Wilbur Federer 


Wilbur Felix Federer [6] 


When Wilbur was born on 2 Oct 1909, 
in Grantfork, Illinois, his father, Wil- 
liam, was 28 and his mother, Lena, 
was 28. 


He had one daughter, Delores, in 
1932. 


Wilbur, or ‘Wib’ as he was known to 
all his friends, was Madison County 
Fair Association president from 1958 
to 1973. He was a member of the Hel- 
vetia Sharpshooters, Madison County 
Farm Bureau, active with farm asso- 
ciations (Pork Producers, Illinois Du- 
roc Registry) and co-founded a small 
housing development in Alhambra 
with Robert Dauderman and Sherrill 
Hampton. 


Wilbur was a livestock and grain 
farmer all his life, assisted by his 
wife, daughter, and later, his son-in- 
law Othmar Geiger. Known as WILO 
Acres the farm included Holstein 
dairy cattle (with approximately 50 
milking cows) and was also a well- 
known source of purebred Duroc 
hogs. When he quit the dairy opera- 
tion, he raised dairy heifers, some of 
which were eventually sold abroad 
(around 30 heifers) for their genet- 
ics. He continued to grow quality hay 
that was sought for racehorses lo- 
cated around the Collinsville, IL area. 


Estella Marcella Frisse [7] 


When Estella M. Frisse 
(pictured with daugh- 
ter, Delores, at left) 
was born on 20 Mar 
1910, in Pierron, Illinois, 
her father, Herman, 
was 47, and her 
mother, Emma, was 
40. 


She married Wilbur 
Federer on 17 Feb 1931, 
in Grantfork, Illinois. 
They had one child 
during their marriage. 


Estella and Wilbur 
were parishioners at 
St Paul church in 
Highland; they were 
married for 52 years 
until his death. 


She shared a birthday 
with her dad, Herman 
Frisse. She also 
shared that birthday 
with the author of this 
book, who remembers 
always receiving a 
birthday card from her 
great-grandma. 


Estella helped with the 
daily milking chores 


and made breakfast, lunch, dinner, and supper every day, often for lots of hired 
help around the table (workmen, balers). She raised chickens and had a big gar- 
den. She sold eggs weekly to Kriege Hatchery in Edwardsville. 


Estella died on 3 Mar 1999, in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 88. 


WILO Acres donated a pig to the Kirchenfest for 30 years (St Paul church festival). It was do- 
nated as a raffle and the winner could have the pig processed locally. Even after Wilbur 
passed away, Othmar and his son Steven continued the tradition until the late 90s. 


Wilbur was active on the Southwestern Electric Cooperative board which brought electricity 
to their rural area through a loan from the Rural Electrification Administration. He also 
served on the Alhambra Grain and Feed Board during a scandal in 1961 where the manager 
was convicted of keeping inaccurate records and making false statements, leading to a short- 
fall of $149,211, which was owed to creditors (including many of its 1,200 members).'”° 


In 1940, on his draft registration card for WWII, he gave the following description: Weight: 156. 
Complexion: Ruddy. Eye Color: Gray. Hair Color: Black. Height: 5 8. 


He died on 11 Jan 1984, in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 74, and was buried there. 


0 Personal details told to Morgan Gray by Delores Geiger, December 2019. Angela Little, "Alhambra Grain & Feed," Madison Historical: The Online Encyclopedia and Digital Archive for Madison County, Illinois, last modified 
January 31, 2019, https://madison-historical.siue.edu/encyclopedia/alhambra-grain-feed/. 


Wilbur and sister Norma Federer, baby Wilbur; Estella’s public-school class 


Estella and Wilbur's diplomas 
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Wilbur Federer, US Census 1910 
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Wilbur Federer, US Census 1920 


Wilbur lived near his uncle, George Federer, in Saline Township. 
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Wilbur Federer, US Census 1930; Estella and Wilbur at the Illinois State Fair'”' 


Saline Township. 
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"1 Photo from Delores Geiger’s personal collection: ‘Estella and Wilbur at the Illinois State Fair’ 
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Estella Frisse, US Census 1930; Wilbur and Estella attended Dorothy Knabel’s 16" birthday, 1930" 
Leef Township. 
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Estella Frisse and Wilbur Federer, 1930 and 1931' 


Miss Ruth Wallace visited in St. 
Louls last Monday, 


Grantfork 
Mr, and Mis, Leonaid Gall, 
,|Haghiand, Wilbur Federer and 


~ 


Lambert Field near St, Louls. 
Mis. A, L. Hitz of Ankeny, Iowa, 
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®3 Photos: Newspaper clipping Wilbur and Estella go on a date to St Louis, June 1930; marriage i i i i 
: : ge in 1931 St Gertrude Church records, Grantfork; Estell d Wilb i 's si 
Wie eee hore cee stella an ilbur went with Leonard Gall and his wife Teresa (Estella’s sister). 


The Federers moved, 19384; Estella, Wilbur, and Delores Federer, US Census 1940 


On the census records under Leef Township. Madison County plat books show them as owning property in Leef Township, Section 30, but 
also Alhambra Township, Section 25, which was just across the road. 
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FAREWELL PARTY 


A farewell party was given Friday 
night In honor of Mr and Mrs Wil- 
‘bur Federer and daughter, Delores. 
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Estella gave birth to a tiny 6-pound baby Delores, 1932 


Hog sale at the Federers, 1948" 


Two Hog Sales Within 
Next Week On Federer 


id, Ahrens Farms 


A winning pig, 1945 


Wilbur, Estella, and Delores’ new house, 1938 


Federer farm tour, 1950'2” 


EDWARDSVILLE—A dairy and 
tut® tour for Madison County 
will be ennducted Thure 

day, Sept. 14. Five farms in the 
oaatern of the county will be 
visited. tour js a part of the 
program to increase the acreage 


Two blg boar and gilt sales will ¢ ne mery So my grasses 
held within the next week, the 
on the Wilbur Federer farm Be Fon Arr aoe — 
Alhambra on Saturday, the, mile worth of Grantfork, at 10 


din Staunton on the Edwin 
. Ahrens farm next Wednesday , 
Wilbur Federer, whose farm is 
ted one mile east and two 


led @ cordial invitation to all. 
ho are interested in purebred’ 
stock to attend his sale | 
starts at 1°30 p. m. Satur- 
'y. The sale will be held under 
therefore will -go-on-rain or 


‘At. Federer's breeding stock 
M been a consistent winner at 
throughout the state, and 
tale offers an excellent op- 

fy for those interested in! 
Durchase of boars and gilts. ! 
Next Wednesday evening, start-| 
Sat 7:30 p. m., April 7, Edwin 
Ahrens and Sons will hold 


‘Potted Poland China's. Their 
Is located three miles south 

Staunton on Route 4, then one 
West. The Ahrens also in- 

all breeders to attend their 

‘ae that their offerings 

has form in type, color and 
& Quality. 


fall boar and open gilt sale : 


south of Alhambra, has ex-! 


ame ee 


« 
é 
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Wilbur buys a top gilt, 1950'7¢ 


to hear from you some alumni}. no iorvitle, recently, according! 


Beye _|to word received from B. R. Ev- 
If you write to me please write: ane, Bectetaty of the United 


Kawauchi-Mura Nukul tecord Association, Peoria, 
Asa-Gun, Hlroshima-Ken, Japan | Duro’ Teco 


—Greenville Advocate. Mr Evans added that the gilt, 


. Mr. Federer purchased was sired 
Wilbur Federer Buys by Royal Type Again, an out- 


Top Duroc Gilt | standing Duroc boar. 
Wilbur Federer, of aihambre.! They News Leader at the office 


purchased one of the top Duroc|is 5c per copy. None sold before 
gilts in the Wareham Dairy sale| 1 p. m. Tuesday. 


a. m. Special attention will be 
given to flelds of Ladino clover 
and the new Ranger variety of 
alfaifa, also to grass waterway 
construction. A visit will be made) 
to the nearby farm of Glenn | 
Meffert to Inspect a concrete 
fiume to contro! soil erosion and 
to sew a timothy and Indino clover 
pasture. 

The second stop {s scheduled for 
il a, m. at the farm of Wilbur 
Federer, three miles west of the 
Miener farm In Leal township, At 
this farm the visitors will see 
an area recently planted to a 
variety of trees and an unusual 
type of siructure to prevent 
erosion, Hog and dairy cattle man- 
agement will also be viewer. 


® Highland News Leader, 30 Mar 1948 
26 Highland News Leader, 23 May 1950 
7 Alton Evening Telegraph, 1 Sep 1950 
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Estella’s flock and egglaying records 
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Enter Inventory totals on page 23 


Wilbur’s business in the pa 


Hog Breeder Says... 


‘Co-op Power Is 
Essential In 


My Business’ 


WEN your neighbors are your best cus- 

tomers, you have to be sure that your mer- 
chandise is of the highest quality, ‘That is one 
reason for Wilbur Federer's success in the 
hog seed stock business. 

“I wouldn't want to be selling seed stock un- 
less I could face my neighbors,” says Federer 
with the honest ring of sincerity that comes from 
a farmer who has struggled hard to make an 
honest living. And his neighbors have been 
buying pigs from-him for nearly 14 years, which 
speaks more eloquently than any words for his 


reputation, 
Another reason for his success is the rural 
electricity which he gets from Southwestern Elec- 
tric Cooperative of Greenville. “I wouldn't be 
in the livestock business if it weren't for elec- 
tricity,” the modest, energetic farmer says. 
- Started in 1931 

Federer, who farms 242 acres near Alhambra, 
is strictly a “self-made” farmer, He picked the 
toughest year of all to get started—1931, He 
rented 160 acres about four miles south of his 


present place, Despite the great depression 
which gripped the country at that time: Federer” 
managed to build up an excellent, purebred Hol- 
stein dairy herd starting with a few cows he 
purchased from the Christ Hitz herd of High- 
Jand and a registered bull. 

By 1938, he had a profitable milk business 
established with 20 purebred Holstein cows and 
10 heifers, 

Federer decided to expand. That is when he 
got into the hog business. Like his dairying op- 
erations, he started with hogs in a small way. 
He bought a few sows and made certain that 
he got good boars. 

The litter records he has kept since he began 
producing foundation stock, dramatically “illus- 
trate the steady and successful growth of the 
hog venture. Pigs of the early litters are re- 
corded as selling for as low as $7.50. Each year 


per, around 1945 


he got better prices until in recent years, the 
record books show notations of $75 and $100 
for Saby pigs. 


Federer holds a and Fall auction when 
he sells most of his stock. In the past few years, 
“he has not been able to 
up with the demand for his stock. He keeps two 
proved boars of quality and a 
younger boar that is just coming up. He breeds 
20 sows twice a year . 

His boars have collected a host of prizes in 
county and state fairs, He has had several Grand 
Champions in county fairs. His entry won the 
DuQuoin showing in 1945 and took third in the 
Illinois State Fair last summer. In 1948 and 
1951 he had the first place gilt of the Illinois 
State Duroc Show. 

Three years ago, Federer was in a position to 
purchase the farm which until then he had 


8 Photo and clipping from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger 
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66 feet with a loft for grain and bedding. He split 

ice so that he would have 
of voltage for the infra-red heat lamps he 
uses in brooding. There is one in each of the 
20 pens with a partition protecting the baby pigs 
from the sow, 


i 


Si a 


eee cesta tile under the cement floor, Federer 
that the heat lamps plus the regular lighting 
provide sufficient heat for the farrowing house. 
A forced ventilation system carries off excessive 
moisture. The building also has running water 
Seed ne Oe eben needed 
to 


FH 
& 


plus a hired man and a 
Part-time worker do all the work on the farm, 
That includes dairying and the hog business be- 


crops. 

“IE it weren't for our co-op electricity.” he 
adds, “we would certainly need the services of 
another man.” Federer used 1,000 kilowatt- 
hours last month, 

Seventy to 80 acres of his 242 are always in 
pasture. The rest are soybeans and corn, 
Despite the fact that he is forced to buy about 
half his feed a year, which amounts to around 


clover provides good pasture for the hogs dur- 
ing the summer months, 
Elected Director 

Recently, Federer was elected a director of 
the Southwestern Electric co-op board of direc- 
tors. He is also a director of Alhambra Mutual 
Telephone Company and a director of the Al- 
hambra Grain and Feed Company, He formerly 
was a director of the Illinois State Duroc Asso- 
ciation, 

Though Federer m refuses to seek 
positions of leadership, his friends seek him out 
because they know that his conscientiousness 
and his love of hard work are qualifications that 
are most needed in the non-paying directorships 
of farmer-organizations, Whatever job Federer 
accepts, he tackles it with tremendous seriousness 
of purpose and unwavering determination to give 
it every ounce of energy and ability that he can. 


* * * 


ONE OF Federer's prize boars, 
Paramount Champ Ist, has accumu- 
lated an impressive collection of rib- 
bons from state and county fairs. 


Wilbur harvesting'® 


| Wilbur Federer To 
\Be Heard Jan. 14 On 
National Radio Show 


Wilbur Federer of Alhambra |; 
will soon be a guest on the "Lel’s I! 
Go Visiting’ farm interview pro- 
Sram carried by transcription 
‘over 27 radio stattons. H 
T° The Federer interview can be 
‘heard In (his area from station |) 
‘WDZ, Decatur, Thursday, Janu- |! 
ary 24, at 12 30 noon and station 
‘WLS Chicago, Thursday. Janu-|: 
_ary 24ac6 35am 


, Med Maxwell, “America’s most 
;itraveled farm radio man,” will in- 
,térslew Wilbur “Let's Go Visit- 
ing’’ specializes in farm visits, or 
n places a Utictions of spectatt 
interest to farmers. : 


Some of the managemement 

ne Wilbur will describe 

-tresult directly from a thorough 

-}hnowledge of hog dispositions, in- 

clinations, habits, etc. The infor-! 
‘mation presented will be of spec-. 
“fal valve to beginners in hog rais-- 
fing, or to those with IMmited ex-*, 
1 perience 


The tets Go Visiting — pro- 
“gram has been popular with doth 
jirural and city listeners for more 
‘than a decade Med Maxwell, the 
interviewer ha- traveled more 
“than a half million iniles th turaT 
.America since the radio program 
was established * Let's Go Visit- 
ne is sponsored bs the imwanu- 
facturers of Wayne livestock and 
poultry feeds 45 4 Mirvate OF let- 
tins people travel bs radio to 
(Visst interesting people and places 
fin many state 


{ . 
TY eee 


Historical context: ‘Helvetia Sharpshooters, One of Highland’s Oldest Organizations’ 


“No story of the development of Highland would be very much of a story if it did not chronicle the activities of the Helvetia Sharpshooters Society, Highland's oldest organization, 
still very active, and one which has exerted no little influence toward making Highland what it is today. 


Numbered among its members at one time or another have been practically all of the men of influence and power that this community ever produced. The society has always 
been the owner and manager of the recreation center for the town, the tract of land known as Lindendale Park. Recreation has played no little part in the city development; hence 
the Sharpshooters do not think it an exaggeration to say that this society has had a molding influence on the lives and characters of Highland's citizens. The sport of "Sharp- 
shooting", as it was followed for many years in Highland, is of European origin. It had its beginning in the countries of Germany and Switzerland and grew out of the military rules 
that prevailed in those countries during the first half of the 19th century. 


At the time that Highland was its infancy and while so many migrants were annually coming here, military service was demanded of all men in both Germany and Switzerland. 
Rifle practice was the most recreational feature of their army life. It naturally followed that the localities in America which been settled by Swiss and German immigrants would 
get most of their recreation ideas from the mother countries, and ... the Sharpshooters societies formed on this side of Atlantic and soon a national organization developed. ... The 
winter of 1859-60 they incorporated... .The letter stated that if ever the Sharpshooters Society was dissolved the land should be turned over to the town of Highland. 


The Helvetia Sharpshooters Society was incorporated Feb. 6, 1863 by a special act of the Legislature. The bill that passed the Legislature is reproduced and attached herewith. 
Shooting was very popular until about 1930-35 when it was practically discontinued, not enough members being interested in the sport to justify the organization in going to the 
necessary expense for regular Sunday shoots. 


In 1898 when the Highland Madison County Fair Association was organized, the park was used as a place to hold the annual fair. This continued for more than 20 years and some 
special provisions were made and some buildings erected. 


Fairs there were discontinued after the advent of prohibition and the Fair Association surrendered its charter until 1935 when a new Highland-Madison County Fair Association 
was formed. Annual fairs have been held there ever since and more buildings have been erected, including an exposition building, grandstand and arena.” 


Sources: Excerpt from Highland News Leader, original news clipping saved by Delores Geiger 


We 
le aa 
punnbec "trum 
REGISTe, DUROE SWINE 
to naee’ "ae 


J 2b : | 
wed /to MB 9 Tce 
faethe jeg 
‘ti neta Corde, 
nck Taka 3 Jai Tisch Crow 
Cant Pteh. fam danck, Left: Rules of Jass, handwritten by Wilbur 
Mahew Federer on Wilo Acres stationery 


« 
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Jass is the national card game of Switzerland, and is 
still played in Switzerland and a few small communi- 
ties in the United States, including in Highland. The 
below is a photo of the handwritten rules for the 
game, still played by his grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren (and many more) in Illinois. 
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The Wilbur Federer family. Back row—Witbur and 
son-in-law Othmar J. Geiger. P. 


Delores, grand children, 
and Estella, 


Saluting Wilbur Federer 


ront row—daughter, 
vrome, Danny and Steven, 


ilt 2 ith a 
dairy barn built 2 years ago wi 
Hering potinegees, ‘bulk tank. The Federers have 
j a good herd of 50 


The Federer home at Athambra, This 242 acre farm 

has 5 acres of wildlife area entirely surrounded with 

multiflora rose fence and this area includes 500 pine 
troes. 


the operation of the farm. Othmar 
manages the grain farming operations 
and Wib manages the livestock aa 
ness, They now maintain a 20 sow 
herd and keep 50 head of Holsteins. 

Although busy with his farming 
opers is Wilbur has found _e 
help in the community affairs. He 
has served as president of the Fair 


ne 


Who's Who Salutes This Veteran Illinois 
Duroe Breeder—A Booster Of The Red Hog 


te ra ea gD 


UR DUROC breed is built around 

men like Wilbur Federer of Al- 
hambra, Ill, The Durocs are not a 
fancy, fad or plaything for him, He 
is a down to earth farmer and pure- 
bred Duroc breeder, 

Wilbur has never held the top sale 
of the Nation, He has never sold a 
$1,000 boar, He has never had a 
gard champion at the Illinois State 
‘air although he had many winners, 
but Wilbur has been raising better 
Duroes since 1938. He has been hold- 
ing two public sales a year since 
1945. Thousands of Duroc boars and 
gilts have gone from his sales to 
bring about breed improvement to 
both breeders and commercial pork 
producers. 

Wib has been a true booster of our 
red hog. He has done his part to help 
the Association promote the breed. 


their good Duroes. 
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The house in this photo is Wilbur and Estella’s house, built in 1938. 
Their grandson Steven still lives in the house as of 2022. The first barn 


Athambra had @ centennial in 1949. The Pederers 
were represented im the parade showing off some of 


He has been a consistent contract 
advertiser. Wilbur has been proud of 
his Durocs, and every animal he has 
sold for breeding purposes he has 
promptly furnished the new buyer 
with a recorded pedigree of this ani- 
mal (I wonder how many other 
breeders can compete with this rec- 
ord,) 

Federer purchased his first Duroe 
from Duane Lebegue in 1938 and 
made additional purchases from H. J. 
Voss in 1939, He continued to step up 
his hog operations until 1945 when 
he felt he was ready to take the first 
big step in the hog business. That 
year he held his first public auction 
and showed for the first time at the 
Illinois State Fair, 

Wilbur has continued to hold two 
sales a year (one in the fall and one 
in the spring), He was forced to 


cancel his sales in 1953 and 1954 due 
to a seige of cholera. Federer Durocs 
have made a name for themselves at 
the Springfield show, never failing to 
get below a third or better, Just last 
seal woke 


good to Wilbur 
in these early years. They helped him 
buy his 242 aere farm in 1948, His 
Duroc operation goes right along 
with a herd of registered Holstein 
cattle. He has shipped milk to St. 
Louis for the past 26 years. 

In 1953 Wilbur added a much 
needed helper to his operations, His 
daughter, Delores, was married on 
December 30 to Othmar J. Geiger. 
Othmar was born and raised at High- 
land, Ill., and had years of 4-H club 
work. He served 2 years in Army, 16 
months in Korea, He joined Wib in 


£ 


Coming in the driveway on the Federer farm you 
see this Duroe sign. In background is the Jarrowing 
house. 


The DUROC NEWS ¢ July, 1957 


Board, secretary of the eTeleplsos 
Co-op and Southwestern Electric Go- 
op, a director of the Grain Co-op for 
six years and has served as a direc- 
tor of the Lili Durec Breeders 
Association. The erer family have 
attended the St, Paul Church at High- 


rgularly. 
Iaryilber has been good to the Du- 
roc business, and the Duroc business 
has been good to Wilbur. 
Here is the high school graduation 


» their daughter, Delores, 
ees bu! taken in 1950, 


M & M Sponsors 
Championship Contest 
The M & M Livestock Products Co. 
of Eagle Grove, Lowa, are sponsoring 
another M & M Championship 
test. This contest will Pe —— 
e same as last year with cash res 
et to bonifide M & M feeders. A 
total of $3,500 is being offered. 
Prizes will be awarded at the 
Indiana, Illinois, Lowa, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and Minnesota > Fairs; 
also the National Barrow Show at 
Austin and the Internation! Livestock 
Show at Chicago. 


ing Pride, the grand champion 
fear at the 1943 Duquoin State Fair. 


ii il he 1948 
bur'’s first place gilt at t 
wir’ fle plore ie Ses sold 
Herschel Frits for $500 and raised 
12 pigs for him. 


F Lo Bark, a boar that was re 
irate for many top Duroes in the 
Federer herd. 


The DUROC NEWS « July, 1057 


Wilbur and Estella’s farm 


at the right is the farrowing house. 


39 Told to me by Delores’ daughter Sue Gray in 2022 


Duroc 
sold at 


i married to Estella Prisse 
Wie anbra on February 17, 1931. 


‘i i: ictured. with his 
dogriadtink on 1944, and one 
of his Duroc sows. 


Here 
dang hter, 


ra st recent winner—Stro- 
ie Delty. ane Ist, Ist ea a at 
the 1956 Illinois State Fair. 


49 


‘Saluting Wilbur’ in the Duroc 
News, 1957 


Although the article mentions 
Othmar as helping with the opera- 
tions, it does not mention that 
Wilbur's daughter Delores kept the 
books for the farm, including 
clerical work like maintaining the 
animal pedigrees which were 
important to the breeding busi- 
ness. She had done bookkeeping 
work at the local grain elevator 
(Alhambra Grain and Feed) before 
she married Othmar. 


In later years, she was also Leef 
Township clerk and then Leef 
Township supervisor. She was also 
a seasonal worker at Farm Busi- 
ness Farm Management, a farm 
record-keeping office, for 30 years. 
She retired from that job in her 
80s.8° 


Estella’s brother killed, 1961"! 


The Nestle plant in Granite City was 
founded in 1943 to make Nescafe in- 
stant coffee for the government during 
World War II. It was converted to pro- 
duce tea In 1967. 


SDAY,. AUGUST 17, 1961 


Brother Of Highland 
Residents Killed 


Victor A Frisse 57 Edwards- 
ville was one of two men killed 
in an explosion at the Nestle Com- 
Pany instant coffee plant in 
Granite City last Wednesday Aug 
9 Six men were injured 


Mr Frisse was born January 15, 
1904, 1n Pierron, a son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Herman Frisse He 
was married Mar 1, 1938 to Marv 
Hrbacek. who survives with a 
daughter, €arot 

Other sunivors include seven 
brothers and three sisters John, 
Albert and Clarence of Edwards- 
ville Emil and om and Mrs. 
Leonard Gall of Highland Joseph, 
Chicago, Othmar Fast St Leuts, 
Mrs Chas Wasser St l.ouls ond 
Mrs Wilbur Federer Alhambra 

He was a member of St Bon1- 
face Church, Edwardsville, and 
Union Lacal 78, Gramte City 
1 A requiem mass was read at 
19 30 oclock Saturday in S* Boni-! 
face church by Rev Geo Ff Fall-! 
er Internunt was on St Boniface 
PONCE 


—- ee eS > 


31 Highland Journal, 17 Aug 1961 
32 The News Leader, 3 May 1967 


Wilbur is Madison County Fair board president, 1967' 


“| believe a county fair like ours does something for the county and the community that can be done in no other way. It draws us all to- 
gether and gives us a chance to see what we've been accomplishing in the past year. Its effect is felt not just one week in July but all 
through the next year,” said Wilbur. 


. * r 
THE NEWS LEADER, HIGHLAND, ILL, WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 1967: 


FIRST FAIR HELD IN (896 


Work On 1967 Madison County Fair Is Well Unde 


By Katherine Oriez 

When do the preparations start for the an- 
nual Madison County Fair, held in Highland 
every July? 

"You might say we start working on the 
next year’s fair in August. That’s when we 
start thinking about the mistakes that were 
made and how they can be corrected next 
year,’ says Mrs, Marlene Dick of Highland, 
secretary of the Madison County Fair Asso- 
ciation, 

This year’s fair will be held at the Fair- 
grounds in Lindendale Park, July 25 - 29, 
Planning for the event got underway in earnest 
last January when the annual meeting of Asso- 
ciation was held, officers were elected and 
committees were named to handle the many 
events of the fair. 

This year's officers are: Wilbur Federer 
of Alhambra, president; Ted Leroy of High- 
land, first vice president; Homer Henke of 
Moro, second vice president; Mrs, Dick; and 
B, T. Wild! of Highland, treasurer. 

Shortly after the annual meeting in Highland 
board members attend the state convention 
of the State Association of County Fairs held 


in Springfield, State officials are on hand to 
help each group with ite planning, as are the 
booking agents for the various shows, salss- 
people for ribbons and trophies, and all the 
business people connected in any way with 
supplying the needs of a county fair. 

The Madison County Fair, which has been 
held since 1896, is mainly an agricultural 
fair. However, the changing face of the coun- 
ty is reflected in the growing number of ex- 
hibits by industries of the county, 

An inter-faith worship service at the grand- 
stand on Sunday night, July 23, with music 
by the massed choirs of the various churches, 
will again this year launch the Fair. 

Monday is 4-H day, with the exhibit and 
judging of 4-H Club members’ Livestock and 
other entries, More 4-H judging continues 
on Tuesday, which also is the first official 
“‘open’’ day of the fair, More perishable en- 
tries, such as flowers, cooking and domestic 
arts are judged on that day. 

On Wednesday follows the livestock judg- 
ing; on Thursday the beef cattle. That com- 
pletes the judging. The public views the ex- 
hibits and the winners while the office staff 


‘*works like fury’’ to quote Mrs, Dick, to get 
the ribbons and checks distributed to the 
winners on Friday and Saturday. (Last year 
Madison county paid out $24,176.45 in pre- 
miums, most of which went to county resi- 
dents.) 

The smaller exhibits, plus the commer- 
cial and industrial exhibits are held in the 
new brick exposition bullding erected in 1965, 
The rest of the fair sprawls out over a big 
area which includes four barns and an arena 
with grandstand. 

The Madison County Fair ts a ‘‘freefair’’, 
with the only admission prices charged by 
the shows that are put on every night and 
the carnival that Js operated in connection 
with the fair. This year’s schedule of shows 
calls for a Demolition Derby, (ajalopy race), 
a tractor pull, @ stock car race, a horse 
show, and a musical show of Western talent, 
on various nights during the fair. 

Wilbur Federer, Fair president this year, 
estimates that about 200 people work hard 
to make the event a success. A good number 
of organizations handle various aspects of 
the fair, The only paid employees are about 


Soe 


Federer barn photo, 2020; Federer barn is saved from fire, 9 Jul 1969 


12 part time help in the office and laborers 
who help set up the firgrounds, 

The fair office opens in the new expo- 
sition building one week before the fair be- 
gins, 0 exhibitors may come in and sign up 
to enter, 

Meanwhile, since January, the chairmen 
of the various fair committees have been 
busy with their groups, The carnival and 
most of the shows are booked in January, 
Other concessions, commercial exhibits, 
food concessions and so forth have just abou 
all been signed up by this time, 

The Madison County Fair draws people 
to Highland from all over the county, as well 
&5 exhibitors from a much greater distance, 


Last year’s attendance was roughly 58,000, 


Says Wilbur Federer, ‘I believe a county 
fair lke ours does something for the county 
and the community that can be done in no 
other way. It draws us all together and gives 
Us & chance to see what we've been accom- 
plishing in the past year. It’s effect is felt 
not just one week In July but all through the 
next year,’’ 


—— ee 
anon and A/3C Gary Prott of 
Keesler A.F.B,, Miss. 


and Edna Schwars surprised 
their sister Mrs. Mabel Rea 
on her birthday aaniversary 
Monday, April 34, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Tie- 
mann and Miss Esther Tle- 
mann of St, Louls spent Thurs- 
day with Misses Edna and 
Esther Brandes. 

Mrs, Anna Eschler of 
Randlett, Okla,, Mr. and Mrs, 
Howard Adams of Deval, Okla, 
visited with Mr, and Mrs, 
George Bohnenstlehl several 
days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Schmitz 
of Aurora, Mr. and Mrs, Ore) 
Weiss of Collinsville, Mrs, 
Alberta Hencke, Mr. and Mrs, 
Lewis Gordon and sons speni 
Sumay with Mr. and Mrs, 


,, William Korte, 


Mr and Mre Marvin Nant. 


The barn pictured below, being repainted by Othmar and Delores’ six children in Sep 2020, was saved from fire in 1969. Some of the six 
were also present in 1969 when the barn caught fire and helped carry hay out of the barn along with the others mentioned in the article. 
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Hay 


Snes o 
royed By Fire Barn 


Is Saved 


A barn full of hay was de- 
stroyed by fire, but the barn 
saved, in an unusual fire at 
the Wilbur Federer farm be- 
tween Grantfork and Alham- 
bra last Thursday afternoon. 


All of the hay was chopped, 


none baled, and it filled the 
barn according to Mr. Feder- 
er who said that while it was 
burning it was removed from 
the barn by elevator and blow- 


er, and by hand. Meanwhile 
the Grantfork Volunteer Fire- 
men kept a Steady stream of 
water going on the barn while 
the Federers, his son-in-law 
Othmar Geiger, and neighbors 
kept removing the burning hay. 

The hay was destroyed, but 
the barn was saved. Wilbur 
said the fire apparently start- 
ed through combustion. 
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Photo of Wilbur in alfalfa; the Highland News Leader"? 


THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT 
of the Republic of South Korea visited in Alhambra Wednes- 
day as guests of the Alhambra-Grantfork Telephone company. 
The Koreans are in the United States under auspices of the 
federal government and are making inspection tours of utilities 
such as the phone company in Alhambra. The three arrived 
Wednesday aboard an Illinois Central passenger train from 
St. Louis. Shown above are representatives of the telephone 
company and Rural Electrification Administration as \they 
welcomed the Koreans to Alhambra. Left to right, they are: 

| C, A. Jackson, field representative for REA; E. B. Murer, 
| engineer for the phone company; Seek Kyum Kim, assistant 


83 Photos and clippings saved by Delores Geiger. 


economics planning officer for the Republic of South Korea; 
Mon Bee Bang, general affairs secretary of the ministry of 
commerce of Korea; Sang Lim, chief business secretary of the 
ministry of transportation; Irvin Isenberg, president of the 
telephone company; Charles Klaus, a director; August Schuetz, 
director; Wilbur Federer, secretary; Albert Meffert, vice- 
president; and Louis G. Steiner, board-member. Also present 
at the welcoming were Marlene Hosto of the phone company 
and Mrs. Evelyn Highley, wife of the office manager of the 
phone company. The Koreans were in Alhambra for just 
one day. (Intelligencer photo) 


Married 50 years ago 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Federer of rural Grantfork are 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary highlighted 
by a recent trip to London, England. 

Flight tickets and tour itinerary were presented to 
them at Christmas from their daughter Delores, son- 
in-law, Othmar Geiger and their six grandchildren: 
Dr. Jerome Geiger, D.O.M. of Carthage, Ill.; Dan 
Geiger of Urbana, Ill.: Susan Geiger of West Des 
Moines, Iowa ; Steve, Karen and Barb at home. 

The Federers were married February 17, 1931 at St. 
Gertrude’s Church, Grantfork. by Father John B. 
Wardein. Mrs. Federer is the former Estella Frisse, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Frisse. Wilbur 
Federer is the.son of Mr. and Mrs. William Federer. 

Their sponsors were Norma (Federer) Jacober and 
Elliot Frisse. Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Frisse also accom- 
panied them to England. 


“WILBUR F. FEDERER, FORMER BOARD MEMBER, DIES 


Wilbur F. Federer 

Wilbur F. Federer, 74, of rural Alhambra, 
died Wednesday, Jan. 11, 1984, at 6:05 a.m. 
at St. Joseph's Hospital, Highland. 

He was born Oct. 2, 1909, in Saline 
Township, Madison County, a son of the late 
William and Lena Bellm Federer. 

He married Estella Frisse on Feb. 17, 1931, 
in Grantfork. She survives. 


Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Othmar (Delores) Geiger of Alhambra; two 
sisters, Mrs. Norma Jacober of Edwardsville 
and Mrs. Gertrude Messmer of Marine; and 
six grandchildren. 

Mr. Federer was a livestock and grain 
farmer. He was past president of the 
Madison County Fair Association and a 
member of the Helvetia Sharpshooters 
Society; a member of the Madison County 
Farm Bureau and Leef Township Senior 
Citizens; past board member of the 
Alhambra-Grantfork Telephone Company; 
and a member of the Alhambra Anti-Theft 
Association No, 389, 

Mr. Federer also served on Southwestern 
Electric's board of directors from 1951 until 
1957. He held the office of secretary-treasurer 
from 1953 until 1956. 

A funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Pauls 
Catholic Church, Highland, with the Rev. 
Martin M. Angan officiating. 

Burial was in St. Joseph's Cemetery, 
Highland. 


ribute to Z Sy 
Wilbur Federer 


m but over forty years ago, 
defied tradition and ied an old gully on his farm 
into a model wildlife area. He dammed the waterway and 
Abad the der vandiily area with iauli-flete vous abd 
Over the he gave it just enough attention to not let 
it get out of contro and established a home or thousands 
of and small animals. He provided nesting for coun- 
tless doves as well as songbirds and . He would tell 
you that it did not cost him but instead he enjoyed years of 
wealth of satisfaction from just walking out there once in 
a while. Wilbur was not a preservationist but a true con- 
servationist. He did little hunting or fishing but he enjoyed 
seeing others do so and shared his property with those that 

the regulations and respected the resource. 


at yee iopend ar peebes pets fired ca hd 


we may not see each other for a year, he 


was always the kind of friend that you knew you could call 


ou ners p He Dep yond posted 3 ean fo sage 90 
Back in the fall he told me with a great deal of sadness 
<hacnis diaseaa that wos attaching tan testa of taghan a? 
pines and a seemingly healthy pine would fall to the at- 
tacks of the winds. He spoke of them somewhat as 
children that you watch grow from babies to maturity and 
indeed they were. Little did I know that 
of the pines were symbolic of a that Wilbur 
And thon not Hobos hin? 
was not reai as 
he was wi the pines, T accep W keotine that pret 
many are the better for the time he was here and he 
left a tradition of care and selfishness not only to the 
community but to our natural resources as well. 
the coming generations will care in the same manner for 
quail and doves, Tl miss the hospitality and friendship 
and fri 
Set hoattored each fal : 
Sincerely, 
Don Hastings Sr- 
Ill. Conservation Officer 
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Estate of Wilbur Federer, 1984'%4 


Public Auction 
To settle the estate of Wilbur Federer 
Thursday, September 20 


Starting at 6:00 p.m. 


Ale 


uction service 

Located on the site of the Alhambra Estates, Inc. From Route 110 
in Alhambra, take College Street south to Emerald Drive (1 block 
east of the Galaxy Resturant, then 2 blocks south) 


TRACTI 

16ACRES All level farm land Has road frontage on College Ave 
& Daudermian Road 

Iniproved with large barn, quonset, machine shed and 2 other 
outbuildings 

11 98 ACRES Plotted for 35 lots - paper work done Present time 
incrops and pasture Zoned R-1 & R-2& C-1 


TRACTH 
18 ACRES All level farm land Plotted fur 46 pad mobile home 
park - paper work done Present time in crop land Zoned R-3 & R-2 


TRACT II 

17 improved lots Lot 2, 3, 6.7. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22 & 23. All lots have water, sewer, underground electricity, street 
lights. streets sealed and chipped To be offered by individual lots 
and asa whole These are very nice located in deed restricted lots 
Zoned R-1 

For information: Cal] Carol Dauderman 618-488-3080 or Edward 
H Ahrens, 618-459-3620 for information 

Terms 10% down day of sale Balance within 30 days upon 
delivery of deed and ttle insurance policy 

Possession Tracts I & I, upon harvesting All lots upon final set- 
tlement 

To he sold subject to mortage holder All statements made day of 
sale take precedence over all printed matter 


Alhambra Estates Inc., owners 
Eagle Bank, 1223 Broadway, Highland, 1. 
Executors for the estate of Wilbur Federer 
Johannes & Marron and Associates, Attorneys 
For the Estate of Wilbur Federer 
1320 Broadway, Highland, Illinois 
Ph 618-654-7454 


Edward I. Ahrens Sons, Auctioneers 
Stanton, Hl. 
Ph. 018-459-3620 


134 Wy; , ani 
Highland News Leader, 29 Aug 1984. Wilbur Federer clippings saved by Delores (Federer) Geiger. The gravestone is in St Joseph’s Cemetery in Highland. 
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Ostringen, Geigerbuch capital of the Grand Duchy of Baden 


Didzesan-Karte 


des Bistums Speier 
am Ende des Mittelalters. 


Entworfen von 
DR. FRANZ X. GLASSCHRODER. 
1906. 


Mafstab 1 : 250,000. 
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Ostringen, 1876" 


Vebersichts-Plan 
der 
Gemarkuné Oestringen 
gexeichnet 


im Mafsstabe von 16d00 der natirlichen Grosse. 


Leichenerklaruns: 


he 


vonne 


Wack der Vermeusund rom Jahre 1816 
geserchnet ul dene Grifeher tog] Katasterburens 1800 


i 
H oediingen|S 


85 _andesarchiv Baden-Wirttemberg, Abt. Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe https://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-469126 


Langenbriucken, 1871'% 


Uebersichts Plan 
der i 
Gemarkung Langenbriicken 
geneichnet 


imMalsstabe von 10000 der natiirlichen Grisse 


Zeichenerklarung: 


Kronau 


Flicheninhalt: 701 Hectar 25 Ar 12 Meter 


Stich uDieurk der Hol-Steindeuckere’ rH Stranb 1875 


1022 Lanagenlilifare 


86 | angenbriicken (Bad Schénborn KA), Bild 1 [Landesarchiv BW] https://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-468424 
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AUF DEN SPUREN DER OSTRINGER VORFAHREN®” 


Heimatmuseum hatte erneut Besuch aus Ubers 


Gray, die seit zehn Jahren in Genf lebt, schreibt 


ee 


Vom Freundeskreis des Heimatmuseums hiefien 
Museumsleiter Karl-Heinz Breitner sowie Michaela 
Klefenz (r.) Mrs. Morgan Gray in Ostringen willkommen 


Vorige Woche war in Ostringen einmal mehr ein 
weitgereister Gast aus den Vereinigten Staaten zu 
Besuch. Die 32-jahrige Morgan Gray, die aus Highland 
unweit von St. Louis stammt, recherchierte in den 
Archiven des Heimatmuseums nach Spuren und 
Informationen Uber ihre 1841 aus dem Kraichgauort nach 
Ubersee ausgewanderten Vorfahren und machte sich 
auBerdem bei einem Rundgang durch die Stadt mit 
Besichtigung der Pfarrkirche St. Cacilia ein Bild vom 
heutigen Ostringen. 


an einem Buch Uber ihre Ahnen, darunter 


Namenstrager der Familien Forderer, Geiger, Fellhauer und Batzler, das sie bis Ende dieses Jahres 


fertigstellen mochte. 


Wahrend ihres Aufenthalts in Ostringen wurde Morgan Gray, die zuvor schon umfassend im Internet 


geforscht hatte, von Michaela Klefenz und Karl- 


Heinz Breitner vom Freundeskreis des Heimatmuseums 


betreut und erhielt bei der Visite weitere wertvolle Informationen zu den Wurzeln ihrer Familie. 


ss | 


“J 


ON THE TRAIL OF OSTRINGEN ANCESTORS 


Heimatmuseum once again had visitors from overseas 


From the Friends of the Heimatmuseum, museum director Karl- 
Heinz Breitner and Michaela Klefenz (right) welcomed Mrs. Morgan 
Gray to Ostringen 


Last week another well-traveled guest from the United States was 
visiting Ostringen. The 32-year-old Morgan Gray, who comes from 
Highland not far from St. Louis, researched the archives of the local 
history museum for traces and information about her ancestors 
who emigrated overseas from this area in 1841 and also went ona 
tour of the city with a visit to the Parish church St. Cacilia a picture 
of today's Ostringen. 


Gray, who has lived in Geneva for ten years, is writing a book about 
her ancestors, including namesake of the Forderer, Geiger, 
Fellhauer and Batzler families, which she would like to finish by the 
end of this year. 


During her stay in Ostringen, Morgan Gray, who had previously done 
extensive research on the Internet, was looked after by Michaela 
Klefenz and Karl-Heinz Breitner from the Friends of the Heimat- 
museum and during the visit received further valuable information 
about the roots of their family. 


Visiting Ostringen 


Morgan Gray returned to Ostringen in 2020, travel- 
ling there with Sue Gray (a daughter of Othmar and 
Delores Geiger, from Chapter 1 of this book), to this 
biergarten in February of 2020. While they were 
there, intercontinental travel began shutting down 
for the very beginning of the global Covid 19 pan- 
demic. 

The Goldener Becher ‘Golden cup’ bar in town was 
renovated in 1824, so it would likely have looked a 
bit like this when the Badeners left for Illinois in 
1841. 


87 Article of 09/11/2019. https://www.cestringen.de/buergerservice-verwaltung/pressearchiv?tx_hwnews_hwnews%5Baction%5D=show&tx_hwnews_hwnews%5Bcontroller%5D=Newsartikel&tx_hwnews_hwnews%5Bnewsar- 


tikelld%5D=1045&cHash=fecea7cd0ec09a96ed229dbfbefe58da 


The author of this book in front of the church, which was built on the 
site of the old church in 1892, so our family would not have seen the 
church look like this. 


The author in front of the Heimatmuseum, which was the city hall from 
1798 and therefore would have been the city hall when our family de- 
parted. In the late 1800s, after the family left, the city hall was moved 

to a new building. 


This stone was taken from the old church and inserted into a wall in 
the new building, so it would have been a part of the church in which 
many ancestors were baptized, married and had their funerals. 


Heimatmuseum - Ostringen 


auisiein aus dem 
Jahre 154] 


Dieser laufstein traigt die Jahreszahl 1541 : 
Und den Speyrischen Wappenschild auf der Vorderseite 
und stand in der alten Kirche 


\m Jahre 1809 muBte der Taufst 
umgearbeitet 


The museum sign here says ‘Baptismal stone with the year 1541 and 
the coat of arms of Speyer [district in which Ostringen is located]. This 
stone was located in the old church. In 1809 it needed some modifica- 
tion. In a bill to the city, the craftsman Frohlich noted: ‘Took the baptis- 

mal font and removed some gothic decorations. Reduced the size of 

the base and repaired it. This cost 2 Gulden and 45 Kreuzers.’ 


Original baptismal font, now located in the Ostrigen Heimatmuseum. 


In the museum, they have preserved the baptismal font from the old 
church (i.e., the church that our family would have known as they 
were all very devout Catholics.) 
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St. Cacilia, Ostringen 
The Museum in Ostringen has kindly provided these images of the drawings of the original church from 1776, as this was 


the church the Geigerbuchers would have been familiar with before their departure. 


b 


enc nt hier. 
Kirche: r 


Vow, 


Frisse-Lauer Family 


Daniel SCHWARZ 
[992] 
Johannes Paul 1680- 
SCHWARZ [496] 
1702-1754 Barbara HAMB 
Daniel SCHWARZ [993] 
F [248] 1680- 
Daniel SCHWARZ 1729-1714 
Mathias [124] . Anna C. BUERKEN 
SCHWARZ™ [62] 175-1829 Maria Anna 97] 2 — aa 
1810-1872 MUELLER [249] c. 1105- 
1738-1784 
Johann Georg 
Johann Georg | “ne [500] 
HOFFMANN i Elizabeth HEYD 
" 501 
Man SS ro _ 
oe Wea ro BASTIAN 
KLEINE [57 Maria Eva [502] 
Franz Charles A. 191- asm Maria Anna ENES 
FRISSE* [28] Johannes LAUER (503 
whe [120] Adrian GANIER 
Parc - Elisabetha LAUER Christian te 
[121] GANNINGER [504 
TEGIRS Dorothea CORDIER 
Wilbur Felix [1009] 
Peter LAUER [60] 7 
FEDERER [6] ® 0. 1803- Joh. RUPPERT Matthias o. 1640-17 
1909-1984 Herman J FRISSE i122] 
[14] Michel 
Estella Marcella 
. ERLE = Gertrud RUPPERT NEO 
1910-1999 Emma Theresa [123] 
LAUER [15] Elisabeth 
1869-1948 RUPPERT [61] 
c. 1808-1877 
Casper LAUER* 
[30] 
1835-1914 
Emma SCHWARZ* 
[31] [253] 


1838-1925 


GANNINGER [252] 
1715-1793 
Maria Barbara 010} 
ela a Barb | REBLEN 
GANNINGER [126] arbara 
1763-1843 BHT [ion] 
Leonhard VEITH 
: [506] Johannes Jakob 
Anna Maria VEITH 1681- NONNENMACHER 
1723-aft1763 Eva Barbara 
NONNENMACHER 


[1014] 
im 


[507] Maria EVA [1015] 
1755 


Maria Theresia 1693-1755 


GANNINGER** [63] 
1812-1895 
Christoph 


Stephan JONITZ 


Johannes [508] 
Marcellus JONITZ om Michael SEIFFERT 
[254] Anna Barbara [1018] 
TEE SEIFFERT (SEUFF) ., mw 


[509] i 
Mryatithe Ail Anna Maria [1019] 
JONITZ [127] 
1775-1850 
Laurentus 
: DICKGIESER [510] 
Maria Magdalena 1708-1782 
DICKGIESER [255] 
1740-1796 Margaretha KLEIN Wilhelm KLEIN 


[51] [1022] 


1719-1785 


Herman Joseph Frisse [14] 


iis ee Herman was born on 20 Mar 1863 in Marine, Illinois, which 
i) =means he shares a birthday with his daughter and later, the 
author of this book. 


a 


He is the son of immigrants Franz and Theresa Frisse. His 
father died when he was seven. 


He married Emma Theresa Lauer on 22 Oct 1889 in Litch- 
field, Illinois; both he and Emma were the children of Ger- 
man immigrants. 


He died on 24 May 1932 at the age of 69 and is buried in St 
Gertrude Cemetery in Grantfork, IL. His daughter Estella 
was pregnant with Delores when Herman died. 


Parents 


Parents 

Franz Charles A. Frisse* [28] and Theresa Hagedorn* [29] 
Marriage date 

22 Oct 1889 at St Aloysius, Litchfield 


Children 


Name Birth information 


Spouse name and marriage date 


Emma Theresa Lauer [15] 


Emma Theresa Lauer was born on 26 Apr 1869 in Grantfork, Illinois, 
and died on 24 Mar 1948 in Highland, Illinois at the age of 78. On the 
1920 census, she says both Casper and Emma are from Hesse, but her 
mother was actually from Baden. 


She married Herman Frisse on 22 Oct 1889 in Litchfield, Illinois. On 
the 1910 census, she says she had 11 children and 11 were still living, 
and she had Clarence shortly after in 1913 for a total of 12 children. 


After daughter Estella and Wilbur Federer got married, they moved to 
where Emma was living, what is now the land where Steve Geiger's 
house is on Geiger Road, and built the house that is now Steve's 
house. Emma moved off the farm into Highland, and son Elliot moved 
with her. He married Late in life.'%® 


Casper Lauer* [30] and Emma Schwarz* [31] 


Death information 


John Joseph 26 Aug 1890 Mary Ellen Walsh 9 Jul 1974 
Theodore Gustav (see section on Ted in following pages) 

Emil Michael 8 Dec 1891 Laura Julia Knebel 16 Feb 1965 
Joseph Herman 18 Nov 1895 Emily Bolda 10 Nov 1972 Chicago IL 
Theresa C 5 Nov 1897 Leonard W Gall 15 July 1966 
Emma Regina 12 Oct 1899 Charles J Wasser 16 Mar 1989 
Albert Casper 28 Nov 1901 Cleda Irene Dutton 15 Jun 1978 
Victor Alphonse 15 Jan 1904 Mary Hrbacek 9 Aug 1961 
Othmar Isadore 18 Apr 1906 Alvina A Pfeiffer 28 Dec 1987 
Elliot Otto 20 Feb 1908 Elva Schmidt, then Estelle Ostringer Bellm 16 July 1985 
Estella Marcella 20 Mar 1910 Wilbur Felix Federer 3 Mar 1999 
Clarence Edward 24 Sep 1913 Nora Schmitt 12 Feb 1990 


88 These details were told to the author by Delores (Federer) Geiger in December 2019. 
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Herman Joseph Frisse baptism record, St Elizabeth, Marine IL, 1863 Emma Lauer baptism, 1869"? 
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8 St. Paul, Highland, Illinois, USA, Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield Sacramental Records 


Emma Lauer in Grantfork, US Census 1870. 
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Herman Frisse in Marine, US Census 1870 


pases : gs me 7 1, an 17a at ask a rept abt Inquisies aumbered 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are to be 
Page'No._// } merely by an afimative mark, a6 /. seas 


=f 


vie 1.—Inhabitants in _/<ze-z eet i Biaiclaaen Historical context: First warnings of climate change 


of ae ks  cammereted ae me on the ey of Soft, , 1870. = and temperature change since then 
Post Ofc: Dee 


Ky 
k 


i Ass't Marshal. 


By the time Herman Frisse was born in 1863, carbon dioxide ex- 


|B, ale]? isted in the atmosphere in a concentration of about 288 parts per 
aco te ii, é S34 i t a # j million (ppm)—a number within the 200-300ppm range that it had 
jane, ), was in this pl 28 cH 
alt - j i if fill been for over 800,000 years. 
12| 13 | 14 |1a Just five years earlier, an American scientist, Eunice Foote, had 
1 1 published findings at the American Association for the Advance- 
2 2 ment of Science (a male friend, Joseph Henry, presented it). In 
3 3 1856, her experiments showed the absorption of thermal radiation 
4 4 by CQz2 and water vapor, and also posited a direct connection to 
5 if 5 their variability as a possible cause of climate change. 
JZ 1. 6 . . . 
ae i a 5 John Tyndall used more sophisticated experiments a few years 
8 ss 8. later to demonstrate conclusively that Earth’s greenhouse effect 
9 a 9 comes from water vapor and other gases like COzthat absorb and 
ss Ure \Perves emit thermal infrared energy. 
ay tes ‘ a fe 4 Liliane This means we have known about the relationship between green- 
i pe ela ; i house gases and Earth's temperature for more than 150 years— 
and only a few decades later, we got the first indications that these 
temperature changes were being caused by humans. 
In 1895, aman named a2 On the Heat in the Sen's Rays: 
Svante Arrhenius 9 
: : p Ar. XXXL— Circumstances affecting the Hoat of the Seen's Rays; 
published an article with ‘ crore planpel apne - 
his calculation that the Mr investigations have had for their object to determine tbe 
, different circamstanoes that affect the thermal action of the rays 
planet could experience a sae ae econ Som tha ne 
warming of between 5 and ifimisited ot lmome more ried 
q ° 3 ‘The experiments were with an ip pro Es 
ne a lA Ea beioleure| Exrgbaws ! 6° Celsius—and also ave etre of eine tn bon fu ches in dame 
Ei hah Woh fag Heed BALES oD, : identified human Tatas eet ete 
jt) ae, q industrial activity as the ee to 110" the coceened tbe, it stand Su ee 
3 ; no means at hand of measaring the 
main source of new COQ: into Serre ours 
ai! the atmosphere. Although 
eo his ideas on climate were 
: controversial at the time, he 
aa did go on to win the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry for some 
32 : The ction of the mana was found beg 
33 of his other research. ingen ea ane BRE . 5a 
a ‘Sone SS eee 
be Eunice Foote’s 
36 
a 1856 paper 
38 
39] 2 nd ; 3 3 
40 fy s, Sources: Chicago Triibune, 2000. https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm- 
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2000-05-23-0005230241-story.html. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/carbon-dioxide-now-more-than- 
50-higher-than-pre-industrial-levels; Hannah Ritchie, Max Roser and Pablo Ro- 
sado (2020) "CO, and Greenhouse Gas Emissions" ‘https://our- 
worldindata.org/co2-and-other-greenhouse-gas-emissions' 


Herman Frisse in Marine, US Census 1880 
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10, 11, 12, 16 10 23, an affirmative mark only will be ased—ihus / , except in the case of divorced persons, column 11, when the letter “D” is to be used. 
i ve anawer has been given e'ther to question 10 or to question 11. 

pation nas been reported in eolumn 13. 

of the mouth may be used, as Jan., Apr., Dec 


Source: Professor Ed Hawkins (University of Reading) https://showyour- ! 
stripes.info/faq; ‘For 110 years, climate change has been in the news. Are we finally 
ready to listen?’ https://phys.org/news/2022-08-years-climate-news-ready.html 
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Emma Lauer in Leef Township, US Census 1880 
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1 columns 9, 10, 11, 12, 16 to 23, an affirmative mark’only will be used—thus A, except in the case of divorced persons, colamn 11, when the letter “D” is to be used. 
iN only be asked in cases where an affirmative answer has been givea either to question 10 or to question iu 
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40 Photo from the collection of Delores Geiger 


Herman and Emma Frisse, —_ 


7-224. - 
US Census 1900 ; 
. TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. B 
State... A ena Supervisor's District No. ££.) Sheet Wo. 
tate id oe l SCHEDULE N 0. 1.—POPUL. ATION. | uepervisor’s “2 0. * } hi ° J 
County --.-.--- Mbadtaond Enumeration District No. 67 = — 
Township or other division of county. aligned. GOMES nao uked Gt Acasa ts cabs tay aes eabooengs stitutic x = poate ite nite 
Name of incorporated city, town, or village, within the above-named division, Aas 


Enumerated by me on the —-— Oe? cs ee day of June, 1900, ——---—-------— ee entens 


LOCATION. NAME RELATION. PERSONAL DESCRIPTION. NATIVITY, CITIZENSHIP. OCCUPATION. eRaDe OR EDUCATION. OWNERSHIP OF TOME. 
PROF! N 


Pace of rth of och papon and partis of cls peson enumerated. If bor In the Uaited 
re the Sate or Territory, if of forvign birth, give the Country o1 of each person TEN YEARS of age 
and over. 


of each person whose place of : 
de on date 1, 1000 was Tar 
in this family. 


oat (in 


a 
2 
a 


1 
| > 


Tow many, 
sochtidron 


.Znter surname fin tho he given mamoand | Telatlonshp of sac 
middie initial, irany. perenne Place of birth of this Place of birth of Faruse Place of birth of Morin 
Penson. of this person. if this 


Month. 2 Ne of this person. Occurattox 


Owned free or mortgaged, 
Number of farm seledute, 


Color or raco, 
Cun speak Englleh, 


Inctvne « ero tiving ot) June 1, 1900. 
‘Ost children Lor sinc 1 1600, 


Houso Number, 
@ | Farm or house, 


2 | Can write, 


Street, 


» 
& 
2 
é 
2 
& 
x 

2 
& 


prt 


pl | Ah LZ iy ee ha. idol ga) ||) «thao re T eircom g, Lee |Z2, | EZ ) 
Ags “ Z, ein air 5 3 


By 


vy 10 
yh, 
Vay 


Herman found lost 80 
coats, 1899"! ea 


-| Herman Frise, who lives about one}: 
mile north of town, found two coats, 
t| evidently lost by some one traveling in 
the road near by. Owner may claim 
,| the lost articles by calling upon Mr. 
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“1 Highland Journal, 14 Sept 1899 
155 


Herman Frisse family, circa 1909" 


This photo was taken before Estella was born. 

Back row: Emil, Joe, Herman, Theodore, John. Front row: 
Albert, Victor, Othmar, Emma (holding Elliot), Emma and 
Theresa. Given the size of baby Elliot, born in February, 
we can assume this photo is in 1908. 


Elliot was born, 1908" 


R. A Hammilton, .tho stork dootor, 
has been leading a very strenuous life 
during the bad roads. Last week in 
connection with his other duties as phy- 
sician, he presented Mart Ruan and 
wife, Albert Schmidt and wife and Her- 
man Frisse and wifo |with new babies 
In making his trips tothe two latter 
places he was compelled to walkit, a 
distance of over two miles, account the |. 
bad roads. 


a ied 
——_ A 


—-— 


Herman and Emma Frisse home 


This framed photo hangs in the house that is currently on Her- 
man and Emma's former property, although the house in the 
photo was torn down. 


A large indentation where it once stood is still visible in the front 
yard and a new house was built in 1938. Herman and Emma's great 
grandson (Steve Geiger) and his family still live in that newer house. 


“2 Photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger 
43 Highland Journal, 27 Feb 1908 


Herman and Emma Frisse family photos“ 


At right: These two photos of the home and barn of Herman 
Frisse may have been taken on the same day, or else the cloth- 
ing is just very similar. However, given the children present, it’s 
likely the photo was taken before Herman purchased the prop- 

erty in 1913. 


Bottom: Emma is holding baby Estella. The foundations of the 
barn in the photo are still visible on the property, which is still 
owned by Herman and Emma’s great grandson. 


™4 Photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
™5 Recorded in the 1911-1921 book at the courthouse, book 384, page 247 


Frisse property 


The house and barn in these photos was located on Her- 
man and Emma Frisse’s property, which straddled the 
border of Leef and Alhambra Townships. Herman bought 
land in Leef Township, Section 30 from Charles Gillespie 
on 25 May 1913 for $8,145. He bought land from Josephine 
Prickett on the same day for $4,000, in Alhambra Township 
Section 25.° Herman and Emma owned 240 acres. 


Wilbur and Estella (Frisse) Federer bought the Leef Town- 
ship portion of 160 acres, which was released from the 
bank in 1953, and this became Delores (Federer) Geiger’s 
in 1991. The farmstead was bought by her son, Steve, and 
his wife in 1994. Wilbur and Estella also bought the Alham- 
bra portion of 80 acres from Emma Frisse on 4 Mar 1948 
for $18,500. This is now part of the property owned by the 
WILO Group, LLC—currently run by Delores and Othmar’s 
six children, along with additional Alhambra Township 
properties Wilbur purchased over the years. 


The house in the photo was torn down, and replaced by a 
house built in 1938. The foundation of the barn still can be 
seen on the property. 
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Herman and Emma Frisse, US Census 1910 
Noteworthy that they had 11 children and 11 surviving listed on this census. John and Joseph are still living at home, but Ted is not listed. Was he already living elsewhere? 


Herman lost cows eight years later, in 1918.° Note that the article mentions Alhambra while the census is in Leef—the farm property sat on the border of the two townships. 
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4 Article from the Highland Journal, 1918 


Theodore Gustav Frisse 


Theodore was born 3 Sep 1894. He was baptized 7 Sep in St Gertrude Catholic church in Grantfork, Illinois, and his godparents 
were Gustav and Josephina Wisnasky. 


Theodore attended Anna Schwartz's birthday, 1916" 


Melvin Schwartz and sister, Miss 
] Anna, spent last Sunday with Mr.and 
Mrs. Wm. Federer, Jr., and on re- 
turning home at 7:30 p. m. Miss 
Anna’ was greatly surprised to find 
the house filled with friends that had Landmann, Theodore Frisse, Freman where,cll the girls names were writ- late hotr when all departed for 
come to tell her it was™her ‘19th], Buchmiller, John and Arthur Bellm, ten and put in a box and each gen-| home wishing, Miss Anna, many 
birthday and: to spend the evening), Walter Knebel, Albert Niggli, Mel- tleman had to close his eyes and} more such happy and joyous birth- 
with her which took her very much}, | vin and Edgar Schwartz, Mr. and draw a name from the box and the|day. Everybody enjoyed themselves 


by surprise, which her father = Mrs. John Schwartz, Sr, and daugh- ladies name he drew, they then|very much. 
mother, Mr. and Mrs.John Schwartz, ; s 


Nick Wagner, Fred Neathammer,! music was the enjoyment of the ev- tho waltress were ready to serve 
Ramond Spellerberg, Frank Frisse, | cning; drinks were served, and at 10}/them at the table. Aflor supper 
Joe Landmann, Wm. Niggll, Honry  P. M. an elegant supper was served,! games were again played untill a 


Jr. had helped plan for the evening. 
Those present were: Edna, Thoresa . : ; ; 
Emma a Ida Frisse, Kose and : Theodore, or Ted as he is known by his family, was the third son of Herman and Emma 


ra Frey, Orda Heinrich, Elsie Clay-] (Lauer) Frisse. He reported he was working for John Gehrig as a farm hand at the time he 


ton, Bmlly Betlm, Carrie Knebel. ‘ 
Bena and Tillie Kimling, Bertha and registered for the draft. 


ee a ee Theodore's older brothers, John and Emil, both registered for the draft but so far no record 


has been found that they served, and it’s unclear why Theodore might have and they didn't. 
John was already married at the time of the draft, but Emil wasn't. 


Theodore's younger brother, Joseph, was also in the army. He enlisted 2 May 1918 but was already released 17 Dec 1918. He 
was working as a fireman, living at 2946 Cottage 
Grove Avenue in Chicago when he was drafted. The ABER STATON Oa pe i aa 

‘ P Aa A AE tid 3 12-6-]6-A 
youngest of 12, Clarence, served in WWII for two p= =e RECISTRAR’S REPORT 
years in the Navy, but he was only 4 during WWI. 


Both of Theodore’s parents were the children of 
German immigrants. Theodore's maternal grand- 
mother, Emma (Schwarz) Lauer, who had immi- 
grated from Langenbrucken, Baden (then part of 
Germany), was still living nearby in Illinois when Theodore left to go fight the Germans in WWI. 


Ted registered for the draft in June 1917, when he was 24—all men between the ages of 21 and 30 were 
registered on 5 Jun 1917. It’s unclear on what date, but he first became part of the Illinois National Guard. 
Voluntary enlistments are cited as increasing the numbers while the Illinois Second was still organizing 
at Camp Logan in Houston, Texas, so perhaps Ted enlisted voluntarily. 


Ted was assigned to 132nd US Infantry, Company G 


r 


Ted was assigned to the 132™ Infantry, Company G, which was about 250 soldiers. A section about 
the 132" in a 1920 book titled ‘Illinois in the World War’ was edited by the colonel leading Ted’s com- 
pany, Abel Davis. Major Abel Davis, eventually Colonel, was born in Konigsberg, Germany in 1877 and 
brought to America as a young boy. He had fought in the Spanish-American War, and served as a 
state senator and county recorder before his leadership in WWI. The path from the advance party at 
Camp Logan to Europe was described in the book as follows: 


“At Camp Logan the old Second Illinois passed into history and the 132" United States Infantry was 
born. Major Abel Davis of the 131* Infantry was promoted to a colonelcy and assigned to lead the 
regiment in its overseas career. Vigorous training in all the phases of trench fighting gradually put 
the 132" in excellent condition. By May 1918, it was fit and eager for active service. 


Orders to leave Camp Logan came late in May. The 132™ entrained, moved to Hoboken, N. J., and 
THE MESS SHACKS AT CAMP LOGAN WERE NOT BEAUTIFUL there boarded the transport Mount Vernon, formerly the Kronprinzessin Cecilie.”“° 


“47 Highland Leader 24 Oct 1916 


“48 This quote and illustrations in this section from: ‘Illinois in the World War; an illustrated record prepared with the codperation and under the direction of the leaders in the state's military and civilian organizations.’ 1920. 
https://archive.org/details/illinoisinworldwOO0stat/page/316/mode/2up 
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Ship manifest: Company G departed for Europe from Hoboken, New Jersey, 1918 


« + HEADQUARTERS PORT OF EMBARKATION, HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 


PASSENGER a ) OF ORGANIZATIONS AND cas@is 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR WILLING OUT THs FORM 
by each company of detachment eam: 
n 


; COMPANY G. 132ND INFANTRY U.S.N.G. 19 


t 


MI VERN ae maar | MAY 16 1918. |" HOBOKEN, N.J 


. t |tank] g 
(Fuunily name followed by Christian _ 
watoes In Fa 


Py Me 
All typewriting mast be tn capital letters only. Names of enlisted aust be Lite services records 


170 | MARCHETTI, RUGERO 1591141 |PVT|CO.G.mMRS. 


132m 
INF. 


ADDRESS. 
CF umiber, Street, Clery and State) 


ASSUNTA LUPARE 6263 FRANKSTO- 
; SISTER NE AVE. 
PITTSBURG, PA. 


| | N.G. 
o\ 271 | TAGLER, CARMEN 1391183 |PVT CO.GiMR.FRANK') TAGLER BROTHER 840 waa 
132ND 8T 


| } IN Ker? 
a Lee At. 
2u87S7Y PVT |CO.G LMR. 
a |132Np 
lau. 


N.G. 
{DIBLIK, FRANK 1391030 44 \c0. G.«MRS. 


x. | i 
|GARNER, JESS 1975893 athe CO.GiMR. 
| isan} 
tay. | 
187/132 
cL. |TNE. 
,/SOBASTIANI, WATALE (1391178 ee caer 


\ 
| 


uF, | 
ln. G. | 
jMILOTA, JOSEPH E. 1991143/PVT |c0. -GiMR. 
} INF. 
| | IN-G. | 
YRISSE, THEODORE G. |1975992 PVT |CO.G.MR. 
| } 132ND 
INF, 
{ |. |WeG. 
DENNEY, CHARLES E- |1975727 PVT CO.G.mR. 
| 132ND 


| INF. 


N.G. 
MILKO"SKI, JOHN T. |1391052 pk CO.G.MR. 
ST 132ND 
al INF. 


N.G. 
MARCINKIEVICZ, JOHN |1391003 CORPCO.G.MRS. 
| 132i) 


N.G. 
SIEDLICKI, STANLEY 1391172 PVT 
13 
N 
CALDERONE, PHILIP 1391095 PVT 
i 
« CODUTI, PHILIP 1391027 PVT 
CRUDELLE, PIZTRO 1391103 PVT 
DE PALMA, DOMENICO (1391108 PVT 


BALONDAs FRANK 1391020 PVT 
1s? 
cL. 


SALERNO, NATALE 1391062) PVT 
aaa 

i) 

cL 


DISPOSITION: 

Five copies of this list to be 
handed to the Army Transport Service 
representative at gang-plank by which 
company embarks. 
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inworldwO0stat/page/316/mode/2up 
0 |LLinois in the World War, 1920 


N.G. 
FUCIK, EDWARD AS91114 PVT |CO.G MRS. 


CHICAGO, TLL. 


MIKE FOGARTY BROTHER 
ALMA, IO"A. 


MARY DIBLIX MOTHER 2744 SOUTH 
| KEELER AVE. 
ULCHTOAGD sth 
FELIX GARNER BROTHER 
| GALATIA, ILL. 


ANTONIE FUCIK MOTHER 3147 SOUTH 
CRATFORD AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


DOMINICK SAN BENEDETTO 


SOBASTIANI FATHER ASCOLI , NICENE 


MACHT , ITALY 


JOHN V.MILOTA FATHER 2420 IOWA ST. 
*| CHICAGO, ILL. 


HERMAN J. FRISSE” 
FATHER ASANTE 


WILL DENNEY FATHER 423 36TH ST. 
CAIRO, ILL. 


FRANK MILKOWSKI 3107 NORTH 
FATHER KIMBALL AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


ALEXANDRIA 
MARCINKIE"ICZ MOTHER 1626 “WEST 
DIVISION st. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


+ FRANK SIEDLICKI 


BROTHER 8244 ai 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
FRANK CALDERONE 
FATHER an — 
E ST. 
cHICago, ILL 


+ FELAMANA VALFOR TORE, BENEVENTO 


R 
coDUTrI WIFE MONTEFALCONE, 
YITALY 


. MIKE TRAVALO COUSIN 2404 IOTA ST. 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


+ ANGELO DE PALMA 966 WEST 


BROTHER GALPIN PLACE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


« CHARLES BALONDA 301 LOCUST ST. 


BROTHER ELGIN, ILL. 


Re JOHN SALERNO BROTHER 835 WEST 


TAYLOR ST. 
CHICAGO, TLL. 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority NND 785096 


assaulting waves were reorganized and the tanks caught up. Then the attack was resumed. An hour later the final objective had been reached, and the troops dug themselves in. The 


“The Mount Vernon sailed May 24, and 
the passage was made in six days, 
without incident. On May 30 the regi- 
ment debarked at Brest and estab- 
lished itself in the famous Pontanezen 
barracks. The quarters had not been 
completely fitted up, but the men 
made themselves as comfortable as 
possible.” 


On 20 and 21 June the division went to 
the Amiens sector, where there was 
expected to be a major German at- 
tack. Their objective was to capture an 
area a few miles east of Amiens and 


about a mile south of the River THE CENTURY-OLD BARRACKS AT PONTANEZEN 
Somme. It included the town of Hamel These stone barracks were built in the days of the great 
and the woods near Hamel and Vaire, Napoleon. 


which would give a strong position 

dominating the Australian trenches in that sector. The German system of trenches was about 700 
yards from the British. At Hamel were deep dugouts where the Germans were known to have strong 
garrisons. 


The Battle of Hamel'®® 


“Moving orders were shortly received, and the 132nd proceeded with the other infantry units of the 
division to an area then in British hands. Regimental headquarters were established in the town of 
Allery, the men being billeted there and in neighboring villages. British officers directed a brief 
course of training in the finer points of trench fighting. Then the regiment moved to Molliens-au- 
Bois, camping in the woods near the front line. The Fourth Australian Brigade was holding the sec- 
tor. Between the Illinoisans and the "Aussies" a friendship, soon to be cemented in battle, was 
formed. 


The joint battle, giving the 132" its first experience under fire, came, appropriately enough, on July 4. 
Companies A and G [Author's note: Ted was part of Company G] were sent into the line, with the 
Australians and with Companies C and E of the 131* Infantry to participate in an attack upon the town 
of Hamel. Vaire Wood and Hamel, held by the Germans, formed a salient in the line to which the 
British had withdrawn in the retreat that commenced March 21. The existence of the salient was a 
menace to the whole sector, and its reduction was the object of the attack. The two companies of the 
1327 moved into the line on the 3rd. They attacked at 3 a.m. on Independence Day under the protec- 
tion of a creeping artillery barrage. The barrage was heavy, but it fell short, causing casualties in the 
forming-up line and doing little damage to the enemy's wire. As soon as it lifted, however, the at- 
tacking waves advanced, cutting their own way through the entanglements in the face of deadly 
machine gun fire. 


In the first trench the enemy was encountered in force and resisted stubbornly. Hand-to-hand 
fighting in which the Americans used bayonets and hand grenades with fearful effect cleared the 
trench at last, and the troops pushed forward again, followed by tanks. At the Vaire Trench the 
enemy again attempted to make a stand but was dislodged with bayonets and bombs after a desper- 
ate struggle. 


The tanks assisted in the destruction of machine gun nests as the attacking lines swept on toward 
the objectives, and little determined resistance was met by the infantry. The first objective, 1,200 
yards from the jumping-off place, was reached at 4 a.m. The line halted for ten minutes while the 


Illinois in the World War; an illustrated record prepared with the coéperation and under the direction of the leaders in the state's military and civilian organizations. https://archive.org/details/illinois- 


Germans were strong in the positions opposite the new line, however, and kept up a telling fire from machine gun nests. One machine gun. hidden on a sunken road 200 yards to the 
right front, did especial damage until Lieutenant Harry Yagle and Sergeant Frank A. Koijane rushed out with two Australian soldiers and silenced it. ... 


The two companies conducted themselves so gallantly that : —y 
three officers and five men were [later, in August 1918] be \ SSS {tT aN 1 
decorated by the British, and the regiment was cited in the Ss 1 7 Vv \ 


highest terms. King George himself pinned the Military ; iMille ncou Th, yf 
Cross on three officers and the Distinguished Conduct f \ iS 4 
Medal on four of the men honored for bravery.’ On account 
of [their] wounds some of the decorated men were unable 
to be present at the ceremonies. Praise of the Americans 
was expressed officially by Lieutenant General Monash, 
commander in chief of the Australian forces, in an order 
saying: 


"The dash, gallantry, and efficiency of these Ameri- 
can troops left nothing to be desired, and my 
Australian soldiers speak in the highest terms of y 
praise of them. That soldiers of the United States [ix ville 
and Australia have thus been associated for the \ \ 

first time in such close cooperation on the battle- 
field is an historical event of such significance that 
it will live forever in the annals of our respective 
nations." 


Sa8 || 


Similar sentiments were less formally but no less emphat- 
ically voiced by the Australian soldiers beside whom the 
Illinois men had fought. They were generous in their praise 
and adopted the Americans as worthy comrades. 


<< o 7 73- pratén nneux=\ 
Following the battle at Hamel the regiment was attached to ‘ eee um Ait = 


the 173 British Infantry Brigade, then occupying the front 
line at Albert.” MAP OF THE AMIENS-ALBERT SECTOR 


After the capture of Hamel 
Company G took part in the capture of the village of Hamel." A description of the significance of that battle follows: 


“The first major battle in which elements of the 33 Division took part was the Battle of Hamel on 4 July. Individual platoons from four companies from the 131% Infantry and 
132" Infantry were distributed among Australian battalions, to gain combat experience. This, however, occurred without official approval as there was controversy regarding 
the battlefield command of US troops by junior officers from other countries. Thus, while Hamel was a relatively minor battle by the standards of World War I, it was histori- 
cally significant as the first occasion in which US Army personnel had fought alongside British Empire forces, and demonstrated that the previously inexperienced American 
troops could play an effective role in the war. The battle was also historically significant for the use of innovative assault tactics devised by the Australian General John 
Monash.” 


The Battle of Hamel denoted a change in fortune for Allied hopes, which had been dampened by German advances in the spring. "* While Ted and his company participated in that 
battle, Ted did not survive the next counterattack near Albert. The National Guard describes that battle as follows: 


“Then the companies were withdrawn from the front lines for training in the rear areas of the British Fourth Army. By mid-July, more Americans had arrived, and so on July 
18, a counteroffensive was launched against the Germans in the Marne salient.” 


Theodore's infantry brigade was assigned to the British III Corps, and the first troops entered the line during the night of July 17-18 in the vicinity of Albert. This occupation of the 
front line continued, but Theodore must have died during this offensive, as he we known he was killed in action on 21 Jul 1918. 


1 This ceremony occurred in August, so Ted would not have still been living to witness it. 
182 Page 9. American Battle Monuments Commission. (1944). Summary of operations in the world war: [33rd Division]. 1944 
'83 ‘History: National Guard assisted WWI allies in ending war’. National Guard Bureau Historical Services, 2018. https://www.army.mil/article/213469/history_national_guard_assisted_wwi_allies_in_ending_war 
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Illinois 33": the Prairie Division'™ 


Ted's Company was part of the Illinois 33 Division’ led by Colonel Garrity, which was described as follows: 


“The 132™4 would be assigned to and serve with the 33" Infantry Division in France. The nickname of the 33 was “Prairie 
Division,” and it was made up of several Illinois National Guard units. The Battle of Hamel was ... an “all-arms” action, the 
first of its type, engaging artillery, tanks, and a wide array of arms in support of the infantry. Although tanks were new to 
war, the modern, agile Mark V was put to use at Hamel. The Australian “Diggers” were impressed with the Americans’ 
modesty and willingness to learn the operation of tanks and Lewis light machine guns. By 3 a.m. on the morning of July 
4, the Illinois troops were issued rum and were in battle position. Hamel was a turning point for Allied victory in the 


Wer. 


In the weeks after Ted passed, his Company 242 SOLDIERS OF THE GREAT WAR 


went on to face continued difficulty: “... the ILLINOIS 
132™ had a variety of assignments, and its 
members learned more about warfare. Trench 
life in the front lines was dangerous, dirty, and 
squalid. So many men living in one place led to 
vermin infestation and disease caused by poor 
sanitary facilities and nearby decomposing 
bodies of men and animals. 


Most often trenches were dug and held for 
only a short time before troops moved on to 
the next trench. There were in all some 12,000 
miles of Allied trenches dug in France during 
World War |. Some secondline trenches were 
set up for the longer term and were five or six 
feet deep, but these were not the ones facing *% iz 8 ih be 
No Man’s Land. On the front lines, the distance ‘Se ‘7: ' Ske case Sa 
to the enemy front trenches could be as little‘ PRemEaaIeS NCsmame® IC tats JOM masons ea 
as 30 yards, and German artillery continually is y = NS / : a 
shelled the Allied trenches with mustard , 
gas.” 


BRIGADIER GENERAL FOSTER AND COLONEL 
GARRITY <5 ¥ 
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Vy, = 


Theodore Frisse in ‘Soldiers of the Great War’, 1920” 


PVT. FRANK WOTER VT, WILLIAM E GAFFNEY 
6 wa ILA GaOvE 


4 Illinois in the World War, 1920. 

5 A Wikipedia entry in 2022 notes: “During World War |, the 33rd Division's officers included 2nd Lieutenant John Allan Wyeth. Wyeth later immortalized his war experiences with the 33rd U.S. Division in the 1928 sonnet se- 
quence This Man's Army: A War in Fifty-Odd Sonnets.” 

6 Being German, Being American: In World War I, They Faced Suspicion, Discrimination Here at Home by Mary J Manning, 2014 

87 "Soldiers of the Great War", Vol. 1 Edited by William Mitchell Haulsee, Frank George Howe, Alfred Cyril Doyle, Compiled by W.M. Haulsee, F.G. Howe, A.C. Doyle Soldiers Record Publishing Association, Washington, D.C. 


Theodore Frisse burial record, 1918 


This record was provided in 2020 by Eryth Zecher, superintendent at the Somme Cemetery. After Ted was killed in action, he was buried the next day. In 1922, he was moved and 


reburied at the Somme Cemetery. His family was notified of this move in 1927. 


Filo No. | Last Nave Army Serial No. First name and Tnitials Cablegram Yo, N | 
13221 | FPRISSE 1975992 Theodore G, 245 | 
Nank ILLS. Organization 33rd Div. Cause of death ES cag, YT) eae 
ee Co. G, 132nd Inf, K/A 7/21/18 
Date ot Burial Place of Burial—Unconfirmed No. 
Grave #3, Plot 2, Row A, Amer. Brit. Mil.Cty., | Cemetery 
froin | Montigny, Somme. i | Commune |296 
jauthority oak ra ohn t 2, Raw a No. 
G.R.S, Monti§ny Cemetery, Commuh al Extension. pcamdiact A 
Ful .#16 | 
Authority | Disinterred agi Reburied: Date §/20/29 10/2: 20 | =e 
sca Brave ; , Row D, Plot 2, Grave 18, Xow D, Plot 1. 
11191 er. Cty., } Amer. Mil. Cty., Vanx=sur—s mis" 443 
| Yaux Sur Somme, Somme. | Somne. 


Notified Emergency Address 
vec. 31, 1918 
Mar. 13, 1919 


VHerman J. Frisse, (Father) 


Alhambra, 111. 
| Photograph No. 


R. B. Sketch No, 


she of Cand 


5 eretre ‘a 
Beraser Se Rerewe hiv’ 107-12/8/29 
ye | Head Board] Bote Gane ae > sd | On grave marker 
Yee | i | | yo 
Reanxs: No wife. No record of mother, Ke 
i “BIA 
dewre G, R. 8. Form 13—Revised Jan. 25-20 


US World War | Mothers’ Pilgrimage, 1929 


REMOVAL PROJECT INFORMATION 


Body disinterred ~——-————__-___----.-------------_------------- ---------------.. -.----- for preparation and shipment, 
SPIER OT ile CEPT: SCE Yast ect cs sas aarp me Sra RRO TI OMIM) acca Cmte ne 
eT RA UIE NG rt | a a ar 7 ONO) St eS A ee 
BIT a URLs Ra) tena nee eT a nT eee (| ; [Sey rent ec re 
Shipped (date) -__-.. to (consignee) ~ se z 


B/L or Express Order No, —-.-...-- 


Received at Destination (date) . .--.--------.------------ fa NCE en aA ne er a eT DSTI RET TITA aN LINC S 
FleNoD. | Reb jod (date) 1 0=17 22. fsa - me tod ss! Cemetery 
ie No. Uris Se ad do ee ee! custody of U. 8.) No. 
Grave 9, Row 16, Block D 
eg A pe mr a = 
D-70253 Grave 8, Row 16, Block D, same cemetery 
Emergency address notified of the reburial (cate) 


CVE, See te eee ee eee 


This document lists the registrations for the mothers’ pilgrimage in 1929. Emma declined to go. A major reason | had the idea to visit Ted in the cemetery was the document below, 
which said that Theodore's mother Emma didn't go on the Mothers' Pilgrimage in 1929. Emma had 12 children by that time so it’s likely she wasn't really able to make such a trip but it 


made me want to do so, as the first in his family to visit his gravesite. 


ILLINOIS 


Relationship 


Namos and Addresses 


Aa Carl J. 


MCHENRY COUNTY 


Dittman, Mre. Mary, RFD 1, Woodstock, | Mother 
Gehrke, Mrs, Augusta, Marengo. Mother Gehrke, Paul. 
SJchnson, Mrs. Mary, R. F. D, 2, Crystal lake. Mother | Johnson, George EB, 
Stanke, Mrs. Julia, Marengo. Mother | Stanke, Herman, 
Tonyan, Mrs. Mary, R. 3, McHenry. Mother | Tonyan, Fd. 
Vasey, Mrs, Elovise W., P. 0. Box 356, Oak Park. MCHENRY.| Mother | Vasey, Harry W. 
COUNTY 
= MCLEAN CCI 
/ Fletcher, Mrs, Carrie, Heyworth. Mother Fletcher, Warren H. 
{ Grant, Mrs. Clara, Blleworth. Mother Grant, Ervin F. 
ry \yBingamon, Mrs. Wade, 1459 N. ChurchSt. , Decatur. Mother Bingumon, Alfred I. 
Crutchley, Mrs. Susie, 341 N. 20th &t., Decatur. Mother Crutchley, Roy F. 
Willets, Mrs. J, F. 931 S Webster St., Decatur. Mother Willets, Vaughn M. 
MACOUPINUCOUNTY 
Cain, Mrs, Lillie M., Medora. Mother Cain, Olna Young. 
Johnson, Mrs, Eloise, Gillespie, Mother Johnson, Vernon. 
Kruse, Mrs. John, Brighton. Mother Kruse, Charles F. 
Meyer, Mrs, Car@line B,, 128 BE, Washington St.Carlinville Mother Meyer, John L. 
Partridge, Mrs. Isabella G., Bunker Hill. Mother Partridge, George. 
MADISON COUNTY 
Evarko, Mre, Susan, 227 W, Main St., Collineville, Mother Evanko, Michael. 
Frisse, Mrs. Emma T, Alhambra, Mother Friese, Theodore G. 
Kayser, Mrs. Sophia C., RFD 2, Bdwardeville, Mother Kayser, Albert E, 
Love, Mre. Mary Docha, 320 Bell St., Alton. Mother Frederick, Charles A. 
@ Risei, Mrs. Mary, 723 Vandalia 8t., N. Collinsville. Mother Rissi, Bernard. 
St. James, Mrs. Sarah, Venice. Mother St. James, Robert, Jr. 
Valertin, Mrs. Annie, 659 Chapman St., Edwardsville. Mother Valentin, Marcel. 


iicaali 3 
\ 


Pvt 74th Co. 6th Regt. USMC Aisne-Marne Yes 
Pyt. Co. M. 129th Inf, Mouse -Argonne 

Pvt. Co. D, 33let Mach. Gun Bn. Suresnes 

Pyt.Jol/Co, M 129th Inf. Meuse -Argonne 

Corp. |Go. GC 130th Inf. Meuse-Argonne 

Cpl. Go. H. 56th Inf, St. Mihiel 

Pvt Go. lL. 139th Inf. Meuse -Argonne Yes 
Wag Co. G. 108th Amm. Tr. Meuse -Argonne 

Pvt. Go. 1, 360th Inf. Meuse -Argonne 

Pvt. Co. K, 359th Inf. St. Mihiel 

Pyt. Bty. F. 13th F. A, Meuse-Argonne 

Pvt. 67th Co. Sth Marines. Meuse-Argonne Yes 
Pvt Co, a 1b8th Inf, Meuse -Argonne 

Pvt Co. B. 18th Inf. Meuse -Argonne 

Pyt Co. F, 47th Inf. Oise-Aiene 

Pyt.le] Co. B, lst Gas Reg. Meuse Argonne Yeo 
Pvt Co. D. 212th Inf, Mouse -Argonne 

Pvt Co. G, 132nd Inf. Somme 

Pvt. Go. B, ll2th Inf, Mouse -Atgenne 

Pyt. Co. L. 350th Inf. Meuse -Argonne 
Pvt.le} Co, G, 308th Inf. Meuse -Argonne Yes 
Pvt. Co. M. 138th Inf, Meuse-Argonne 
Pyvt.lej Co. K, 119th Inf, Somme 


Theodore Frisse headstone, 2020 


| took this photo with flowers brought from Reims, 
France, during my first visit to the cemetery in Sep- 
tember 2020. 


Desires 
Pilgr: 
1920 
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Theodore Frisse remembered at Veterans Day/Armistice Day event at Somme Cemetery, 2021 


On 11 Nov 2021, the mayor of Bony, France told Ted's story in his annual Armistice Day address at the Somme. In France, Armistice Day (Veterans Day in the US) commemorates the 
truce that ended hostilities on the Western Front in Europe. As the great-grand niece of Ted, | also spoke to the attendees, including several French military veterans, about Ted’s 
early life in Madison County and his family back home. | emphasized that there is, to this day, a photograph of him displayed in the home that had been his sister Estella’s in Illinois. 


| also presented a gift to the cemetery’s museum on behalf of Delores Geiger—a print of that same photograph and a memory card from her collection.'® 


We 


8 Top left: Morgan signing the guest book in the City Hall of Bony. Top center: The Bellicourt American Monument commemorates 90,000 Americans who served in combat with British armies in France. The 30th division, along 
with others, are carved in the stone. Top right: French veterans in attendance, Morgan, and the mayor of Bony (second from left). Many thanks to Lorenzo Sanfilippo for taking photos of the event. 


Ted's great-grand niece presenting the framed 
photo to Eryth Zecher, Superintendent. 


Somme American Cemetery and Memorial 


“The 14.3-acre (58,000 m2) cemetery was established in October 1918 
on ground which saw heavy fighting just before and during the Battle 
of St Quentin Canal. It contains the graves of 1,844 of the United States' 
military dead from World War I. Most lost their lives in the assault on 
the Hindenburg Line while serving in American II Corps attached to the 
British Fourth Army. Others were killed in operations near Cantigny. 


3 — Bony (Aisne) - Cimetiére Américain 


The headstones, set in regular rows, are separated into four plots by 
paths that intersect at the flagpole near the top of the slope. The 


at ar Tay ‘ag Up $e ees longer axis leads to the chapel at the eastern end of the cemetery. 


A massive bronze door surmounted by an American eagle leads into 
the chapel, whose outer walls contain sculptured pieces of military 
equipment. Once inside, light from a cross-shaped crystal window 
above the marble altar bathes the subdued interior with light. The 
walls bear the names of 333 of the missing. Rosettes mark the names 
of those since recovered and identified.”"®” 


5? Somme American Cemetery Overview by the American Battle Monuments Commission. Postcard by unknown author CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=84630965 
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Historical context: German-Americans fighting in WWI 


Knowing that Ted likely still spoke German with his German-speaking family in Illinois, it’s hard to imagine what his experience was like, going ‘back’ to Europe to fight Germans. 
A hint about the situation comes from a book called ‘Being German, Being American...’ 


“In cities and small towns across the American countryside, neighbors debated the pros and cons of the United States entering a European war. War talk was fervent at town 
watering holes and local gatherings. Citizens fearing what they did not understand began to look askance at neighbors or passers-by who spoke with an accent. 


Although the United States hung back from involvement, several events forced its participation. The German U-boat torpedo sinking of the British ship RMS Lusitania in 1915 with 
massive loss of life, including 124 Americans, purported acts of German espionage in the United States, and the infamous Zimmerman Telegram in 1917, in which the Germans 
invited the Mexicans to make war on the United States, all contributed to war fever. 


The United States finally declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, and seized German ships berthed in American ports. The year 1918 saw the codification of the Alien Enemy Act 
of 1798. The government was now able to apprehend and intern aliens of enemy ancestry, upon declaration of war or threat of invasion, and the President had blanket authority to 
prosecute. 


German-language newspapers were subsequently shut down or lost so many advertisers that they were forced out of business. Schools of higher education that consistently 
taught German as the de rigeur foreign language were compelled to remove those courses from the curriculum. Churches that had been founded as German speaking or bilingual 
were “encouraged,” by the Methodist Synod for one, to discontinue their German services. In a resolution at the 1915 General Meeting of the German Branch of the Methodist Church 
in St. Louis, delegates responded to the term “hyphenated Americans” by saying that “Whoever has sworn to the Stars and Stripes is an American.” 


Ultimately, the controversy and rancor led to the dissolution of German society in the United States. German American immigrants, much like other ethnic groups who came to the 
United States, had settled in enclaves where they could enjoy their own language and culture. They joined others at the popular gymnasium clubs, called Turnverein, and in 
Gersangs, chorus groups. 


After 1914, that all changed, as volunteer watchdog societies reported on such German American gatherings and activities to federal authorities. German Americans became the 
“face of the enemy” as their businesses were boycotted and many people of German heritage were physically and verbally attacked. Any phrases that sounded German were 
changed. 


As a result of this wholesale persecution, German American men, no matter how long they had lived in the country, rushed to prove their loyalty to the United States by enlisting 
in the military. 


Even though most Germans who emigrated were required to sign a document renouncing their German citizenship, many 
people doubted that the document represented the hearts and minds of Germans who came to the United States. President 
Wilson, in a 1917 Flag Day speech, fueled the fire of prejudice with the words: “The military masters of Germany .. have filled 
our unsuspecting communities with vicious spies and conspirators.” German Americans who were considered enemy aliens 
were detained in government-operated and -funded internment facilities across the United States. 


The popular hamburger became a “liberty burger,” dachshunds became “liberty hounds,” and sauerkraut was called “liberty 
cabbage.” City and street names were changed from German-sounding designations to more Americanized ones. For 
example, East Germantown, Indiana, was renamed Pershing, Indiana. Ironically, Gen. John J. Pershing, supreme commander 
of the American Expeditionary Forces in France, came from a family that had changed its name from the German Pfoerschin. 


Otto E. Radke (right) and fellow soldiers, undated. This photo illustrated the book excerpted in this 
Historical context section. Otto was another German-American from Illinois who was assigned to 
the 132" Infantry, part of the 33rd Infantry Division [like Theodore Frisse, who was in the same 
division]. 


Although the American ambassador to Germany, James W. Gerard, said, “the great majority of American citizens of German descent have shown themselves splendidly loyal to 
our flag,” he also declared, “if there are any German-Americans here who are so ungrateful for all the benefits they have received that they are still for the Kaiser, there is only 
one thing to do with them. And that is to hog-tie them, give them back the wooden shoes and the rags they landed in, and ship them back to the Fatherland.” 


A one-sheet guide issued by the National Americanization Committee entitled “The Etiquette of the Stars and Stripes” specifically stated: “These and similar lines [of the Pledge 
of Allegiance] should be learned by every American child, and those of FOREIGN-BORN PARENTS, TOO.” 


The similarly private group, the American Defense Society, encouraged the burning of German books. It took a strong-willed person to persist in pride of German descent when 
faced with these odds stacked against him. 


A farmer living in Wisconsin in 1917 said: “many German Americans began to conceal their ethnic identity ... stopped speaking German [and] quit German American organizations.” 


In Collinsville, Illinois, in April 1918, a German-born unemployed coalminer, Robert Paul Prager, made a speech containing pro-German comments and references to socialism. 
Town citizens, over the mayor's protestations, were so incensed that a mob of 300 men and boys lynched Prager. The incident became notorious in the nation’s newspapers, 
which for the most part defended the lynching. None of the 300 participants was ever found guilty. 


[Author's note: Collinsville is about 20 miles from Highland, where Theodore Frisse lived. He was shipping out by June 1978, so he surely would have been aware of the story of 
Robert Prager or at least the mood in which the event occured] 


Germans had come to the United States in droves in the mid- to late 1800s to escape religious conflicts, military conscription, and the lingering poor agricultural conditions that 
beset northern Germany. German immigrants brought to their new country expertise in farming, education, science, and the arts. They enriched their adopted homeland 
immensely as they assimilated, serving in government and military institutions. German-origin trade names such as Bausch and Lomb, Steinway, Pabst, and Heinz were 
commonly used every day in America. 


Relatively few Germans returned to their European homeland because their home now was America. Nevertheless, as a vision of war encroached on the American psyche, 
German Americans were suspected of foreign allegiances and worse, espionage. 


This atmosphere of distrust pressured young men of German descent to enlist and fight in the war against the country of their ethnic origin. Other Germans who were not yet 
U.S. citizens joined the military as a means to citizenship.” 


Source: Text excerpted from Being German, Being American: In World War |, They Faced Suspicion, Discrimination Here at Home by Mary J Manning, 2014 
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IN ILLINOIS: 
JAN.~ FCB.1937 


Map of flooded area in Southern 
Illinois, 1937 


Herman & Emma Frisse family, 
circa 1919 


Theodore is not in the photo, so we can 
estimate the date as post-1918. 


Bottom left to right: Theresa, Herman, 
Clarence, Emma, Albert 

Top Left to Right: Emil, Othmar, Estella, 
Joe, John, Victor, Emma, Elliot 


Theresa’s 18th birthday party, 1915 
Edwardsville Intelligencer, 10 Nov 1915 


(| A surprise’ party was given at sti! 
[home .of Herman Frisse Sunday in 
| honor of their daughter Miss Theresa 
-' Those presént were Mr. and Mrs, J. 
'|¥Frisse. ang sons Alvin and Frank 
||and Elmer and daughters Ida and 
Edna, Melvyjn Schwartz and = 


eer ue 


Ella and Anna, Clara Frey, Magd- 
lena and Stella Mutzner, Olga -Ger- 
.| big, Minnie and Gertrude Schwartz, 
. Matilda Kimling, William and Frank 
| Meskie. 
if 
1! 
t 


Refreshments were served 
and all left ‘wishing Miss Theresa 
many more happy birthdays. I 
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Historical context: Great Depression and the Dust Bowl in Illinois 


“Following the collapse of the U.S. economy in October 1929 with the stock market crash, marking the beginning of the Great Depression, 
no decade in the 20th century was more terrifying for Americans than the 1930s, summoning up such images as breadlines, rural poverty, 
homeless families, and migrant camps. Unemployment reached 30 percent in March 1933, the highest in U.S. history - that month an 
estimated 15% million Americans were jobless out of a civilian labor force of approximately 51 million. 


In response to federal government program incentives to expand agricultural lands in order to feed war-torn Europe following World 
War | (1914-1918), American farmers over-plowed, over-planted, and over-spent; the results were land erosion, plummeting prices for 
agricultural products, and high debts incurred by farmers. Now plunged into the decade of the Great Depression, farmers had no money 
to repay their loans, and a record 200,000 farm foreclosures in the US occurred in 1933. [Farmland value in Illinois went from $188/acre 
in 1920 to $65/acre in 1933.] 


The combination of severe drought and severe land erosion during the decade resulted in the Dust Bowl disaster. The worst in modern 
U.S. history, the drought encompassed more than 75 percent of the nation in 1934, severely impacting 27 states. Portions of Illinois were 
affected by the drought, and the state experienced its own natural disaster when in February 1937 the worst flood to date on record 
inundated southeastern and southern Illinois along the Ohio and Mississippi rivers - floodwaters reached 65 feet deep in Shawneetown.” 


Source: Erosion of the Land and Erosion of the People: Illinois in the Great Depression, https://isgs.illinois.edu/achievements/january/erosion-land-and-erosion-people-illinois-great-depression; The 1937 Flood in South- 
ern Illinois’, Don L Carroll, Illinois State Geological Survey, Urbana Illinois; USDA NASS Farm Real Estate Values Survey. 


Herman and Emma Frisse, US Census 1920; Herman hosts shooting match, 1928" 


Now living in their owned property in Leef Township, Emma listed that both of her parents were from Hesse, but in fact her mother was from Baden. Herman said both parents were 


from Hanover. The whole family was able to speak English. 
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Herman and Emma Frisse, US Census 1930 
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Herman Frisse obituary, 1932" 


61 Edwardsville Intelligencer. Note it mentions Anna Rohr as a sister; she may have been raised as a sister but she is not related by blood, see discussion on the Roéhrs on Herman's mother’s page (Theresa Hagedorn). 


12 Edwardsville Intelligencer 22 July 1937 


FUNERAL OW HERMAN FRISSE 
OF ALHAMBRA TO BE FRIDAY 


Funeral services for Herman J. 
Frisse of Alhambra, who diced there 
yesterday, will be held Friday at 9 
a. m. at the St. Gertrude’s Church at 
Grantfork. He was 69 years of age. 

Mr. Frisse was born in Marine on 
March 20, 1863. His marriage to 
Emma Laver of Grantfork occurred 
October 22, 1889. Besides his wife, 
he leaves the following children: 
John Frisse, Marine; Emil Irisse, 
Mrs, Theresa Gall, Highland; Joseph 
Frisse, Chicago; Othmar Frisse, Mrs. 
Emma Wasser, St. Louls; Mrs. Estel- 
la Federer, Grantfork; Aibert, Vic- 
tor, Elliot and Clarence Frisse, Al- 
hambra; one brother, John Frisso, 
Grantfork; two sisters, Mrs. Michael 
Bankey, Pierron, and Mrs, Anna 
Rohr of St. Louis; eleven grandchil- 
dren also survive. A son, Theodore 
Frisse, preceded him iu death while 
serving in France. 


Emma Frisse sold the farm to the Federers, Jul 1937" 


Street, will -ell on time or trade in 
on Chevrolet Coupe. Fred Klenke, 
425 Cherry Str,, Edwardsville, Illi- 


FOR SALE—242 acre dairy farm 
with good house, barns, sheds and 
other buildings, 3 miles southeast of 


lores’ family to date. 
Alhambra, 7 miles southeast of Ma- 

rine. Mrs, Emma T. Frisse, 615 

Zschokke Str., Highland, Illinois. 


FOR SALE—Cucw™bers for pickling, 


also cabbage. Jos. Foucek, Troy, 
Il, % mile west of Troy on route 


WARRANTY DEED—JOINT TENANCY FORM HET 


The Grantor yoos sexes, « vssow, 


Perfection Legal Blank Cou Chicago 


ofthe City of Highland in the County of Madison 


and Stateof Tllinois FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION OF 


eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ONE and More- - - - - - - DOLLARS 
in hand paid,Conuey and Warrant — to WILBUR F. FEDERER and ESTELLA 
M, FEDERER, husband and wife, 


of the Town snot Alhambra County of _ Ladison and 


State of Tllinois not in Tenancy in common but in JOINT TENANCY, the following 


described Real Estate, to-wit: 


The southeast quarter of the northeast quarter 
and the northeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of Section 25 in Township 5 North Range 

and the northwest fractional quarter and the 
north half of the southwest fractional quarter 
of Section 30 in Township 5 North Range 5, all 
west of the Thiré Principal Meridian 


situated in the of County of Madison 
in the State of Illinois, hereby releasing and waiving all rights under and by virtue of the Homestead 
Exemption laws of the State of Illinois. 

Tu Gane and ta Gold the above granted premises unto the said parties of the second part 
forever, not in tenancy in common, but in joint tenancy. 


a 


Dated this Vek. dayot MARCH A.D. 19 48, 


Wes Gorome, Kiss ee 


BES 


Emma moved off the farm and into Highland. 
Wilbur and Estella bought the farm and moved 
nois. 2628 there when their daughter Delores was about 
five years old. The acreage remains with De- 
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Emma Frisse sais Emma Frisse photos; Frisse family photo’? 


) NEWS LEADER. TUESDAY, MARCH 30, & 


Mrs. Emma Theresa Frisse 


grandchildren; one brother, John 
Lauer of Alton, and two sisters, 
Mrs, Lena Berry of Granite City Y 
and Mrs. Carrie Duffy of Chicago. | ) 

She was a member of St. Paul’s; 
Catholic church and the — So- 
ciety. 

The body may be viewed at the 
©) |Spengel funeral home in Highland 
+)\| after 1 p.m. Saturday. 


Paul church yesterday morning, | Ve 
with interment in the Grantfork | 
| Catholic cemetery. 


; : : | 
Mrs. Frisse was united in mar- | 


riage to Herman J. Frisse on 
October 22, 1889: He preceded | 
his wife in death several years | 
ago. Hight sons and three daugh- a Funeral services will be held at 
ters survive, John of Maryville, if} |9 o'clock Monday from St. Paul's 
Emil and Elliot, Hipblend, Joseph,| = ||Cathalic church with Rev. Whalen 
Chicago, Othmar, Hast St. Louis, 2 ene atlltage EE eaee 
Albert and Victor of Edwards- i Catholic cemetery. 

ville and Clarence of Alhambra. | = 
The three daughters are Mrs. 
Leonard Gall, Highland, Mrs. Em- 
ma Wasser, St. Louis and Mrs. 


F 
EE poabisy. I Emma Therese. Frisse, 
Dn el : ? , 
| 5 
Mrs, Emma Frisse Died | 
| 
_ | Wednesday Evening: Last ~~~ 4 
e e | ears, ; 10 months and 28 | 
| tts were the late 
Rites Monday Morning me, ecm ree me | 
aT tried to Herman J. Frisse 
Funeral services were held 22, 1889, who preceded her jn | 
; Monday morning for Mrs. Emma } death in 1931. ; 
|Frisse, nee Lauer, who died here rales a fone Tog Spd | 
Wednesday evening at 6:30! oy Siok te Canta “Culioae ot | 
| 0’clock at the home of her daugh- | East St. Louis, Albert and Victor 7 
jter, Mrs. Theresa Gall. She had | of Edwardsville gt Swag’ | 
attained the age of 78 years, 10 “a ag Be Highland, ie la 
}}months and 29 days. Emma Wasser of St. Louis = 
| The funeral was held from | (1) |Mrs. Estelle Federer of Alhambra; i 
and seven great | 
Spengel’s Funeral Home to St. a ae et 


* elecenetea——y 
o 


Estella Wederer of Alhambra,.| 7 
| Prior to her recent illness, Mrs,| 2! 
Frisse had lived with her son and| & 
daughter-in-law here, Mr. and 
Mrs. Elliot Frisse. pi 
Other surviving relatives are| fc 
itwo sisters, Mrs. Lena Berry, 
Granite City and Mrs. Carrie C 
Duffy, Chicago, a brother, John ex 


Lauer of Alton, 19 grandchildren 
and 7 great-grandchildren. One 
son, Theodore, lost his life in 
| France during World War I. 


Mrs. Frisse was a member of 
pSt. Anne’s Altar Society of St. 
'Paul Church. 

ee eee 
prea am = 


i i Federer) Geiger. In group photo, Emma and Herman 
i ippi Federer) Geiger. Photos from the collection of Delores ( 
i i der, the other is a clipping from the scrapbooks of Delores ( 
13 One copy of the obituary from the Highland News Leader, 
are at left, other names uncertain 


Franz Charles A. Frisse* [28] Theresa Hagedorn* [29] 


a Citizen of the United States of America. | Franz Frisse was born in 1824 in Prussia, and died on New | Theresa (sometimes spelled Hakethorn) Hagedorn was born in 1826 in Hanover and 

ie get wn Year's Day, 1871 in Illinois at the age of 46. died in 1883 at the age of 59. At the time she was born, Hanover was a city as well as a 

Cte Oa Lat JO» ; : ; kingdom, so it is possible that although they list this as their place of origin both she 
le PR apEleiny teeor a itive compa nb ie Ribtidels Wie and Franz may not be from the city itself. This makes her ancestry very difficult to trace 


GalaDase rom) ie Rome i Carnouc cnureh in and nothing is currently known about her family of origin 
Amelunxen, indicates Franz may be the son of Adam Frisse (1795 - ?) and Maria g y y gin. 


Kleine (1797 - ?). There is also a marriage record for this couple in Amelunxen in One of her sons married Rosa Bellm, daughter of Barbara Rall Bellm (another ancestor 
1815, and they had 6 other children. Research into the church records could turn up in this book). Theresa died 20 Apr 1883 and was buried in St Elizabeth’s in Marine. 
further relatives, but there is currently little to confirm that they are indeed 
connected to Franz. 


Descendant Laurence Schwarz shared that Franz and Theresa lived on a 40-acre farm 
in Marine one mile south of IL RT 143 and one quarter mile east of IL RT 4; after 

On Franz’s naturalization declaration at 34 years old, he stated he immigrated Theresa died, the estate sold the 40-acre farm for $2,570 on 25 Oct 1891. 

through New Orleans in June 1851. 


Parents Possibly Adam Frisse [56] and Anna Maria Kleine [57] Parents Unknown 
Marriage date 1856, no documentation of this marriage has been found. 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Elizabeth ‘Lissette’ 2 Jan 1858 Michael Benke 1883 17 Mar 1952 
Mary Theresia 10 Jul 1860 Fred Henry Essenpreis 1890 23 May 1931 
Herman Joseph 20 Mar 1863 Emma Theresa Lauer 24 May 1932 
John Alois 17 Nov 1865 Rosa Bellm 1891 1940 
Francis Joseph'® Oct 1868 7 Jan 1869 
Hoxter. gst. Amelunxen in Hoxter, 


1896; 


Sts Peter and Paul 
church in Amelunxen, 
1818 


The church pictured here was 
built in 1818. If the 4 Jul 1824 
baptism of Franz Frisse that 
exists in this church’s baptism 
records is indeed Franz Frisse 
[28], this ancestor would have 
been baptized in this church. It 
would have been a very new 

_ church at the time: 


Be PSO 
bch eR g 


PNae 


Amelunxen is a community in 
the city of Beverungen, in the 
district of Hoxter, which had 
been part of the Bishopric of 
Paderborn but became part of 
the Kingdom of Prussia in 
1813. 


In Franz’s naturalization 
declaration, he renounces his 
allegiance as a native-born 
subject of the King of Prussia. 


164 Births and Baptisms, 1558-1898, Sankt Peter und Paul Roemisch-Katholische, Amelunxen, Westfalen, Prussia 
165 St Elizabeth death records mention Joseph, a 9-month-old son of Franz and Theresa 
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Frisse-Hagedorn Family History, by Alan Landmann" 


“Franz Charles A. Frisse was born about 1824 in Prussia. He came to America in June 1851, entering through the Port of New Orleans. He may have initially 
settled in St. Louis, Missouri but eventually made his way across the Mississippi River to Madison County, Illinois. Like many immigrants, he embraced the 
United States as his new home and became a citizen. Franz declared his intention for naturalization on May 12, 1858 and he became a naturalized citizen on 
May 23, 1860 in Edwardsville, Madison County, Illinois. About 1856 Franz married Theresa Hagedorn and they settled in Marine, Madison County, Illinois. 
Four children were born to the union of Franz and Theresa, and the family also included an adopted daughter Anna b. January 6, 1855. 


Franz and Theresa Frisse 


Franz Frisse most likely didn’t have enough money to buy his own farm when he first came to Madison County. The 1860 Census shows Franz and Theresa, 
along with three of their children in Madison County, Township 4N Range 6W. His occupation was given simply as farmhand. He did not own any real estate 
(farm) and the value of his personal property is $150. 


By the time of the 1870 census, the family had expanded to five children. Although the value of personal property had increased to $700, the value of real 
estate is still $0. This is possibly an oversight by the census taker. Franz Frisse’s last will and testament dated 30 Dec 1870, and a subsequent probate file 
identifies 40 acres of cultivated land and ten acres of timberland valued at $1800. It is likely that Franz was on his deathbed at the time of his last will. The 
document appears to be written by someone else and signed by Franz Frisse with simply an X, too weak to write his own name. Franz Frisse died two days 
later on 1 Jan 1871. He is buried in the Catholic cemetery in Marine, Illinois. 


The will of Franz Frisse also specifies: ‘After the payment of such funeral expenses and debts | give devise and bequeath unto my beloved wife Theresa 
Frisse the farm on which we now reside .... and all the livestock, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs and so forth, by me now owner and kept thereon, also all 
household furniture and other articles of Personal Property not herein enumerated or otherwise disposed of in this will during her natural life after having 
disposed of a sufficient amount to pay and discharge the expenses and debts.’ 


The itemized list of personal property in the probate file included: four horses, four cows, one heifer, one calf, twelve hogs, twelve stock hogs, six fat hogs, 
one two-horse wagon, one spring wagon, three plows, one harrow, two stoves, one wardrobe, three bedsteads, one launch, six chairs, two tables, one 
clock, two beds, three dozen chickens, three geese, one cider mill, 20 bushel of wheat, 200 bushels of corn, one copper kettle, one iron kettle, one set 
harness, one single harness, and one wheat drill. 


With the exception of Anna Roehr, all the Frisse children settled in the Highland area and raised families. 
a hi Anna Rohr 


Anna is a child that came to the family from Theresa’s first marriage [with Henry Roehr, see records on page 176]. 
Theresa's marriage to Henry Rohr (or Roehr) is also the link to how Anna eventually became the adopted 
daughter of Franz Frisse. Anna’s natural parents were Henry Roehr and Clara Marie Heggeman, as identified on 
her death certificate. Church records show that Henry Rohr married Clara M. Hageman on 12 Dec 1852 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Anna was born 6 Jan 1855. Clara Hageman died very shortly thereafter. Records from Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church in St. Louis show that Henry Roehr married Theresa Hagedorn 7 Aug 1855 but 
their marriage would last just a few months. Henry Roehr died before his daughter was one year old and Theresa 
became the sole guardian of the young Anna Roehr. Franz Frisse married Theresa Hagedorn in 1856 and Anna 
became his adopted daughter. The probate file for Franz Frisse [in 1871] lists Anna as an adopted daughter. 


On Christmas Eve 1874, at the age of 18, Anna left the Frisse household and moved to the home of the Louis Mette 
family in St. Louis to work as a servant. The Mette family was very wealthy, with Louis being a whiskey distiller 
and distributor. 


In the 1880 census Anna’s last name is spelled Friese. For the subsequent censuses Anna is using the name 
Roehr. Why she switched to her birth father’s name later in life is unknown. It is interesting to note that the 
probate file for Theresa (Hagedorn) Frisse in 1883 does not list Anna as an heir. 


Anna served the Mette family for over 50 years. After Louis Mette died in 1916, she lived with the two Mette 

sormacevor-vorummyaer @Ughters Matilda and Marie for many more years. The story of Anna and a golden jubilee celebration in honor of 
Gintral Photo Go. Suen her service to the Mette family was printed in a St. Louis newspaper in December 1924. Anna Roehr died in St. 
Louis on August 16, 1939.” 


166 Provided by Alan Landmann, a fellow descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families, in August 2020. 


| Maid Entertained 

by Employers After 
| 50 Years of Service 
| 


Woman, for 50 Years © 
Maid in One Family, | 
Honored with Party : 


| Four Generations Serve as 
Hosts for Miss Anna | 
Roehr. 


For ng a century Miss Anna ! 

4s been a housemaid in the / 

fe lute Louis Mette, head |! 
-K 


days after the fiftieth 
ry of entering their serv- ! 


re 
residence of V, H. Glosemeyer, | 
2037 Sidney street. 

Four generations were represent- 
ed among the 45 people who attend- 
ed the dinner, the eldest being Jo- 
pl Mette, 68, of 3311 Hartford ave- | 

who was 18 when Miss Roehr ,, 
he Mette family, December ; 
5. The youngest was_ Mary 
Auler, 3-year-old daughter | 
and Mrs, Alphonse H. Auler, | 
Northmoor drive, University i! 


Miss Roehr Overcome. I}: 
Miss Rochr was brought to the 
Closemeyer home, unaware of the 
C made in her honor. Be- 


wild nearly overcome with 
emotion, aie could make caer, replies |. 
to the congratulations vhowered 
upon her. ! 
Seated at the head of the honor], 
table, she was surrounded by the|, 
elder members of the family, and 
was waited upon by others whom 
she had served many years before. 
Deaths, births, weddings have been 
| occasions for many other gatherings 
of the same-group and for Miss 
| Roehr last night’ s assembly was || 
| memorable occasion, 
} tie ca annot express , my joy in}, 
* she said. “The fifty years 
with the family have all been hap-/ 
py ones, ‘and I can only think dur- |. 
ing the party tonight of many other |, 
gatherings in other years. 
“What am I going to do for the |, 
st of my life? Why, the same 
thi ngs I have done during the tast 
fifty years. I shall be content if 
the years to come are as happy as 
those of the past. The family has 
changed a whole lot. When I came 
Mr. Joseph was only 18. Now there |, 
is little Mary Loulse from the 
fourth generation. When I look at 
her I think I myst be growing old.”" 
Plans Diamond Auntversary. 
Toasts to Miss Roéhr’s health ex- 
pressed the hope that she would be 
able to attend the celebration of her 
diamond anniversary with the fam-|' 
ily In 1950. Little Mary Louise pre-|_ 
sented Miss Roehr with a chest con- |! 
taining $50 in gold, and other pres- 
ents were included with the thanks |, 
of her employers. 9 | 
A St. Louisan by birth, Miss Roehr 
spent the early years ef her life in 
Marine, Hl., returning to St. Louis]: 
to enter the service of the Mette 
family when she was 18 years old. 
Today at 69 she is still active in 
performing her duties for Misses 
Matilda and Marie Mette of 1841 
South Highth street, daughters of : 
the late Louis Mette. ‘ 


Theresa Hagedorn arrived in America, 1854"*7 


Theresa departed Bremen on the Edmund and arrived in New 43, Booth bark 
Orleans on 3 Nov 1854 naming St Louis as her destination. 255: peas hath ners 2, 
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167 | ouisiana, New Orleans Index to Passenger Lists, 1853-1952 https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WB3F-QMPZ 


175 


Theresa Hagedorn and Henry Rohr marriage record, 1855 


Theresa married Henry in the Sts. Peter and Paul Church in St Louis 7 Aug 1855. 
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Franz Frisse declaration and naturalization, 12 May 1858 


DECLARATION 
Co Become x Citizen of ih Whitey States. of America. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | 5 ? ; 
STATE OF ILLINOIs, MADISON CO. ea TL, Droude Tirsban ee, ne 


Do solemnly swear that I am of the age of about. Misaki. parser SRST years—That I am a 
native born subject of aS. Shang. of. 4 PS BV ES Ss EO 5 ee eM Ree 


init the State of 
“ Sine VN iscosestmeniwe in the year 
aeenezi dow that I have, from that time up to‘ this: ‘day, been ‘a resident within the limits and 


jurisdiction of the UNITED STATES; and that I am now and have been for the last__ 


weiss C rQ.......2 resident of the County of Madison, in the State of Illinois: That it it is bona fide 
my intention to become a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES, and to Renounce Forever, all 
ALLEGIANCE AND FIDELITY to any Foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, ‘and 


particularly any and all allegiance which I may owe to.. Ltd. MABAWD .Cerasatiin, 


STATE OF ILLINOIS, i ae 
MADISON, COUNTY, I, THOS.:.0 lerk ‘of the Cireuit Court, within and 
for-th Co ty. of Madison’ and State of Tilino' i) ere — 


-1_-cappeared before 
e188 ‘Sand dade, a asDECLARS ses 


spige 


hh Witness 9 


name and 


~And that T ion esi to ae UnitEep STATES ‘Or® SEEN the year of our Lord.One Thousand... 


-of said United States, and one year atleast, in te said S 


= cy, OH 4 s 7 
z XL JU ay ay 8? CFE Oya X? if, 
~~ wip 2G ble? 


sgh 


§) 


STATE OF ILLINOIS, 3 To the Honorable WILLIAM H. SNYDBR, Judge of the 
MADISON CQpPN'ry. Cu zeit Court, in nud for the Cnnty of Madison. and State of Mlinois: 

Your wre | rae 7 respeeu hows unio your Honor, that on 
: A. Dey 1852 at__ Oo vmnilematat 


tis... 2. -< ee ety of. 


‘frst lisa bbarte: an 5 bron iced tin Ouners fern Dnestesur) 


d his w — wader oath, to p eeene 2 Citizen of the will appear b 


resided j 

tion of the United States, for ihe term of Five ve Years and upwards, an of Silinois, for one year, 
be admit " 

as will likewise appear by the affidavit of witnesses annexed hereto; and es to be admixed to take 


vhe OATH OF NATURALIZATION, and become a Cit izen of the United States of America. 


Fn, Aharkal>.. ee 
MADISON COUN TY: 


STATE “OF “ILLINOIS, 1 
8s, 
Of the County of 3 oe ond State of igois, having been first duly sworn, deposes and says that he has been personally 


ee eee an alien, 


acquainted with . 


pace of the last five years 
s, and under the jurisdiction 


whe has spplied to be adit 


ch ike whole of said tine 


past, and upwards ; 


State of Illinois, preceding the day of the date hercofs and that as 


yan of good mora] character, anv } appears 


faras his knowledge and observation has extended, be bas behaved h 


to be attached to the principles contained in the Constituvion of the United Siates, and well disposed to the good order, well 


being and happiness of the same. 


Subscribed and sworn to in open Couzt 


\ (aR, 
Cterk of Sedinen Clrevit Court. / sme 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, ; Gy 
MADISON COUNTY. x, aan Se = eae 

Do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almignt tn Twill edippore the Constitution of the United 
nbsolutely aud enlirely RENOUNCE and ABJ URE all Allegiance und Fifa: to every Foreign Prince, tate, State, 
or Sovereignty whatever; and ore particularly the all Meginnce and fidelity, T in anywise owe to _ A ALD. King, bec 

i TS. TM 


whereof I wes heteiotore o cue | or pabect 


bscribed and * Court, this te a gf. 

Subscrited and Sworn to in pee ’5 F Sf 
: A pry WV {hg A 
mS a AD, shy) LHe a Lead 


Page No. 22h; | Franz and Theresa Frisse, US Census 1860 


SCHEDULE 1—Free Inhabitants inLonnshih Lt A a Adopted daughter Anna (Roehr) was 6 and attending school. It 


of 2 /es __ enumerated by me, on the 2.2 day of at Dh Lee ; *¥ is recorded that she was born in Illinois, which may not be 
' | correct given that Theresa married Anna’s father in Missouri. 


The name of every person whose usual 
place of abode on the first day of June, 


f/ alg 
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No. white males, _\ (No. colored males, 
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Franz and Theresa Frisse, US Census 1870 


Franz listed himself as being from Prussia, but Theresa from Hanover. - Page No. _// i eer Naan ee pa be, 161,15 av 
The census taker noted that Theresa cannot read or write. : oR 1 1 Eabiante Ga 
Anna was recorded as being 15 now, still attending school, and listed \ of fete 4 enumerated by me on the ra of Se Si, , 1870. 
again as being born in Illinois. Post baie Bie ihe Feb stant AP 


If bom within the year, state 
ir, alate 


tay 
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i ‘The name of every person whose 
2 


hin the year, 


Place of abode on the first day of 
June, 1870, was in this family. 


ry 
(B,), Mulatto (Mf, 
.), Teatian {f. 
month (Jan., Feb, &@) , 
month (Jan, Feb,, 


‘Mother of foreign birth, 


Tf married within the 
‘Attended school wit! 
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@®D | Value of Real Estate, 
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Franz Frisse will and probate documents, 1871' 
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Franz Frisse burial record, 1871'*? 
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168 Madison County Illinois Probate Case Files, Box 23, Tray 72, 1871 
169 St Elizabeth Catholic church records in Marine, IL 
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Bstate C) Sn 


OATH OF BXRCUWLOR. 


STATE OF ILLINGIS, 


MADISON COUNTY, 


Vas 
SoS I, Ceunty Cutt. 


I do solemni, . t thi. iti; i i 
; merely eps that this writing Pra, the true last Will and Testanrent of 
pe. J =) 
( conf bf : wy AD CBR, soir y Ceceased, go far as I know 


or believe—And that I will well and truly execute the same, by paying first the debts, 


the within named 


and then the legacies mentioned therein, as far us hi goods and chattels witi 
thereunto extend, and the law charge me; and that I will make a true and, perfect 
Inventory of. alt r 2 

E, ory of all such goods and johatties, rights, and credits, as may come to my 
hands or knowledge, belonging to the estate of said deceased; and render a fair and 


Just account of my Executorship, when thereunto required by Law, to the best of my 


knowledge and abilities—So Help Me God. 


Sworn to,and subscribed in open Court, before me, this 


oe MAY Of ome 


AO II aaa = of Dervrecte <6 Oh ecs — ] 


STATE OF ILLINOIS, 


MADISON COUNTY. 


Oihon. WSs inditns...torcll Qug ual Wire ee 


| 

| | 
| Of the County of Madison, State of INinois, being first duly sworn, depose and say that they are subscribing | 
} 


Lranki Whaxta, OI), triode. 


the said 


witnesses to the foregoing last Will and ‘Testament of ... 


nty, deceased ; that thoy were personally acquainted with 


late of said Madison Coun 
Hooke OW Y nia: 
the ace 6 Le Vortdibte 


..deelare the same to be. eee 


athe testatd7— in his lifetime; they were present and saw 


| 


sign the said last Will and Testament, in their | 


act and deed; that they believed, | 


\ || presence, and heard 
| and believe . fo have been of sound mind and memory at the time of. . 80 signing | 
and declaring, and that they subscribed their names thereto, as attesting witnesses, in the presence of 
4 . : ; 
| Yeats Oli Hains cia eae aL ri | 
Subscribed and sworn to in open Court, this 3) ay | 
2 
| | bh 
low pry nnn. 
Glen. 
j B.V, Groveman, Printer, Alo 
/ 


ee 


represents that __ 


And this Petition further shows that the said 


\ Sas 
f 
the (, ane that your petitioner 
confided to Aer 
seized and possessed of Real and Perso: 
AtuES.....anedl freer 
Tn consideration wher 
tioner pr 
\ a 


\ Sworn toe and Subseritbed before me, 
BER HOFPMANS, (@lerk of the 
Founty Moust of Maison Gounty, Ils, This 


j 24” day off 


In tho matter of the last Will and Tostamont of, 


CM etitixz ng 
Lo the Honorable ‘WM, T. BROWN, pity of the County Gout of etadison 
County tn Ue Hate of Minos, 


The Petition of the undersig 
Virante.. 


of Madison aforesaid, departed this life ot 


___ late of the County 


oe 


ant OL. tr 


fly of _._Caer.ae. 


fo Lane decnsiditar 


and to the end that said Will may be proved, established snd performed your Peti- 


y that the subscribing witnesses aforesaid may be summoned to be and ape: 


State of Illinois, 


MADISON COUNTY, 
Being. duly sworn, Deposes and says that tho facts averred in the above petition are true, according to the 


best of. SULA—~... 2. 


knowledge, information und belief. 


Franz Frisse probate documents, continued 
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Franz Frisse gravestone, 1871 


This gravestone may Say that he died at 48 years old; his burial record also says he was 48. 
However, that doesn’t match with his naturalization declaration, where he stated he was 34 in May 
1858. The stone is in St Elizabeth’s Church Cemetery, Marine, Illinois. Franz is buried in Saint 
Elizabeth's Church Cemetery, Marine, Illinois, Sec D Row 1. 


Wife Theresa was also buried in this cemetery in 1883. 


181 


Theresa Frisse, widowed and living in Marine, 
1880 US Census 


Anna had left home now and only Theresa’s youngest son was still 
attending school. 


Note A.The Census Year begins Jure 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 


Page No... 


Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on th 


June 1, 1880, wil! be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SENCE June 1, 1 


18, 14, 22 and 28 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 


Supervisor's Dist. No. ) 


Enumeration Dist. No. 247 ) aa lamas aa 


SCHEDULE |.—Inhabitants in. Md Yours hop 
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day of June, 1880. 
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MY slvr oI 


Lacéet Aedeg 
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Theresa Frisse, probate documents, 1883 


Potent po hy Chiuhe Ahipih, ig reach mith diCinrh aL Mtns Kx 


APPRAISER’ QWAaD TOR e 
We, the undersigned, appraisers appointed by the Fudge of the County Court o oy Spied eae lo 
appraise and value the goods, chattels and personal estate of _ Sh. 
cle of a 


deceased, do hereby make and certi tify to said Court the ‘ollowing espimate of on g 
speci fhe properly allowed by law to eat Ss Bact 


SEEN | 


Wearing Apparel, Family Pictures, Jewels and Ornaments of widow and minor childron...........0...00.0004 They 
School Books and Library 
One Sewing Machine. 


Household and Kitchen Furniture 
Ong... Milch Cow and Cal.. + «(being one for every four in the SAL) caravan keveecuwlets cee cee 44k. 
he. -Shoop and Fleeces (being two for each member of the HOME) aits tive cermawuic tt ete een eee eay “4, 40. 
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Feed for the above stock for six months 
Fuel for family for three months 


Other: proporty.s os. “<i2t,vasiclcnenedehqvasehesacsVonvnevetuneucece 


State of Hino, { ot SES nee 


MADISON COUNTY, 


Lb ‘ An Appraiscment Bill ° Goods, Chattels and Personal Estate of 
onl eet ten) fa. Z a Sea eee late of said County, deccased, so Sar as the 


same have come to our sight and knowledge, which appraiscment has been made by us by virtue of the an- 


nexcd Warrant from the County Court of said County, we having been first duly sworn as required by law. 
Gt il cs ae a eee ee ee 
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i | Eat Nr st 
Oe Toran 70 00 
: LO O72 Jo 00 
” Oo T 40 00 a 

| eee On o IS 20 4 

i | “ Ct 26 00 : # 


a ’ | 
” or as f JIS 00 
om ° i 72 00 
Z 


Loge. GO 00 


 oahor | 80 00 

Wi gtr» (oC =) t hk Oe 
i | S00 H 
I hadslonigiach ato 0 manentectacsl it aagepigeae? 


CHATTEL PROPERTY. 


9 Lbrrae 
BG offers 


Tage 


Leh Me 


5 as (abrnd S25, Caak) 


Oe ius en eam 
Zod. sis : 


(2h 
Bidcd by Chic hane 


Epo and a Ading 


Si2eto tle 


Lhacro 


Nowe 
Mit fee 
Ulf 


Di tohes Pride ance Jer te 


on <2 
Larher— 


a ler of Mead 


Sl imeteere 
po (gmk) — 
ie LT eee a8 << 


ap too ete Ar ee EA eae 


? 
‘ 
i 


183 


State of Mlingis,, | .. 


| i 


to the artioles, mentioned in the “Appraisers Estimate of Sj 


he Lames hereby relinquish all my claim 
ecific Property,” allowed me for myself and family, 


the aggregate value of which as estimated is.L. bison Usaaisc Lh... LUCK... Vind 


tale 


Doliars 


ud, andin liew of the same I desire to retain the following articles named inthe Appraise- 


nb t 


Dollars. Cents. 
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INVENTORY: —Alton Democrat Printed. 
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ot 
MADISON COUNTY. y | 
In the matter of the Estate of. at WE BALL ete , Deceased, | 
The following is a full and perfect inventory of all the Real and Personal Estate of the said deceased, 
so far as the same has come to the possession or knowledge of the undersigned 
REAL ESTATE. VALUE. 
4 = ———petiazs. Gents. ~ 
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PETITION FOK LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION.—Sentinol Print. 


in the premises upon cS taking the oath pr 


__.... deceased : 


ay | In the matter of the Estate of _. he ss Fricece, 
PHTiIrTrow-. 


Ii the Haneate QUPLAT ME fags of the 
Caunty Eausl of Madison county, mn the Hlale of Hlbimats. 


Tue ‘Perrrion of the undersigned ~ _ oun. Fespectfully 


_ late of the County 


7 eee 
of Madison aforesaid, departed this life in the Town of Warn in 


220 day of Govt A.D. 188.3 


leaving no last Will and ‘Testament as faras your petitioner know 4or believe 
Pe . 
TTP he asricd 


represents that _ 


said County, on or about the 
Axp THis Perrion Furtuir Siows that the said 


Dollars That said deceased left surviving nig 


rnc Bit lead) 


seized and possessed of Real Estate, in the County of 


} Personal Estate not exceeding in value the sum of 
Whi Ng, Frutew - 


‘That your petitioner, believing that the said estate should be immediately administered as 


as heirs. 
well for the proper management of said estate as for ie collection of the assets, by virtue of 
yight under the : therefore pray that your Honor will 


grant Letters of Administration to 


and entering into 


ibed by the statute, 


bond in euch sum, and with securities, as may be approved by your Tonor. 


fr ee 


BEING DULY SWORN Deposes and says that the faets averred in the above petition are true 
according to, the best of knowledge, information and belief 


| Sworn to and sore me 
/6 LE dh om. 
Mary PILE © a 


“ mee 


STATE OF ILLINOIS, | a 


MADISON COUNTY, 


This _ day of 


helist ieee 


Theresa Hagedorn Frisse gravestone, 1883 


mneresa Hagedorn Frisse burial record at St Elizabeth’s, Marine, 1883 
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Franz Frisse’s gravestone was already 
in a state of disrepair at the time of 
writing of this book and had fallen and 
nearly sunk into the surrounding soil. 


The stone photographed here is likely 
Theresa's gravestone, although it is 
nearly illegible. 


It does appear that there is a death date 
of ‘20’, which could be the 20" of April, 
1883. It is recorded that she is buried in 
the same cemetery, but with many 
stones having fallen over in similar 
ways it’s also possible that Theresa’s 
stone is elsewhere in the cemetery and 
no longer visible. 


Anna Roehr death certificate, 1939 


Anna was living in a Catholic nursing home called Little Sisters of the 


WHILE FLALNLY—USE UNFADING BLACK INK~MAKE A PERMANENT RECORD 


N. B,—Every item of information should be carefully supplied. AGE should be stated EXACTLY. PHYSICIANS should state 


= >1 xresit 


CAUSE OF DEATH in plain terms, so that it may be properly classified. Exact statement of OCCUPATION is very important. 


Poor in St Louis at the time of her death. 


are $y MMERCE MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 27652 
bila STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH State Pile Ne 
Registration District Ne Primary Registration District N: Registrar's no #152 
1. PLACE OF DEATH: TOY 2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF D) 1: 
(a) County. 
(0) Cty of own S89 “LOUIS eel? sute__Titssourd $6 county 
{f outalde elty oF town limits, write “RURAL” sed same of towesblp) - 
(@:Hame ow.__ St, Louis “Z) 
eretie “Sisters Poor 3 waves (Ufoetlde dy or tows lads, write RURAL) 
(if net ke Renpital or institation, write ‘or location) 
(@) Length of stay: Inbepisterinutatee IG NGGES @ Street Oa ee etek (BER 
(Specify whether ¥oo be 
Inthiscommuntty___.8. 
years, months or 4a} @. I foreign born. how long im Us 8" A 2 Ye 
‘RINT MEDICAL CERTIFICATION 
* Lt Name. Anne Roehr | 
8. (0) If veteran, 3. ty 20. DATE OF DEATH: Month. AUS I6é day... 
eS: ai i nea ge ye B039 yn 2-50 es De 
ee eee 
21. I hereby cortity that I attended the 
6. Color or 6 (a) Single, widowed, married, —__——. 9.27. z 19.9 
4. Sex__FPerale | divorces Single _ eat immed ean sneon Lida LB 9 
6. (0) Name of husband or wife______ 6. (c) Age of husband or wife it|] and that death occurred on the date and above. 
Seen ee ener ee mene: ve. : 
7. Birth date of 6 855, 
(Moot) wan (ear) 
8.AGE: Years Months | Days If less than one day 
84 7 10 
be. ___.___.2/in. 
9. Birthplace... Sta ous - 
(City, town, er covaty) (State or foreign covstry) 
10. Usual oceupation.. ____ Bil] ower 
11. Industry or busi: 
Ne Name... 
# (is. Birttpiace_____ St, Louis 
(Cit country) 
Et rie St ouis 
8 16. Birdpteee “Geis w Torsigs comntry) || 22- Mf death was due to external causes, fill in the following: 
16. (a) Taformant’s own: (@) Accident. suicide, or homicide 
@) Ad 3805 Place @) Date ot 
a 9 (e) Where did fojury occur? 
17. (@) —_Burjal _. () Date 
‘ 9 (ai remattce oval bey (en) Ce) || (4) Dia inary occur in or about hows oh farm, ta industsal place, to pubic paca? 
(©) Place: burial or cremation OLG Sb. Peteré&Pau ten 
9 
18. (@) Stenaere of fnera ester 524 ee A While at work?. ety a re injury 
A a FF, PEE a ZAHA 2-2 (4.D. or 
1s. ( i . EE =) o RR gpl ee A g ZA Date eZ, 
a ana (7 (Licensed Embalmer’s Statement on Reverse Side) a itaoe fee, 
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Casper Lauer* [30] 


Casper Lauer was born on 18 
Jun 1834 in the Electorate of 
Hesse, now Germany, in a 
small village named 


~ Niederkalbach. 


Niederkalbach part of the 
district of Fulda, had 614 
residents at the time.'”° 


He had at least one sister, 
Walburga, who married Franz 
Leibold and died 18 May 1903 
in Mittelkalbach. 


He departed Europe from 

Bremen in 1853, naturalized in 
Edwardsville in 1860, and died 
on 12 Feb 1914 at 79 years old. 


His father Peter's parents 
were Johannes Lauer [120] 
and Elizabetha Schoppner 
[121]. 


His mother Elizabeth's 
parents were Johannes 
Ruppert [122] and Gertrude 
Vogel [123]. 


Emma Schwarz was born on 

6 Oct 1838 in Langenbrutcken, 
Grandy Duchy of Baden, now 

part of Germany. She was the 
oldest of 8 children. 


Emma's parents, Mathias and 
Maria Theresia, brought 
Emma and her siblings to 
Illinois, departing from Le 
Havre, France when she was 
15. 


She married Casper on 24 Jul 
1859 in Madison County, 
Illinois. She had 13 children, 9 
of which were still living in 
1910. After her husband died, 
she lived with her son, a coal 
miner. 


She died at the age of 86 on 
17 May 1925 in Edwardsville, 
Illinois. 


Parents Peter Lauer [60] and Elizabeth Ruppert [61] 
Marriage date 24 Jul 1859 in Madison County, Illinois 


Children 
Name 
Lena 
John P 
Ida Marie 
AnnaR 
Emma Theresa 
Josephine 
Elizabeth 
Theodore 
Caroline 
Matilda 


Birth information 
22 Jan 1860 
1863 

29 Sep 1863 
1866 

26 Apr 1869 
Dec 1870 
1874 

3 Nov 1876 
8 Feb 1879 
Nov 1883 


Parents Mathias Schwarz*° [62] & Maria Theresia Ganniger*® [63] 


Spouse name 

William Berry 

Rose Kustermann 
Thomas William Fischer 
Henry Vogel 

Herman Joseph Frisse 
William Dunn 

Joseph Poettgen 

Mary Najornik 

William B Duffy 
Frederick W Funke 


™ | andesgeschichtliches Informationssystem Hessen, ‘Niederkalbach’. https://www.lagis-hessen.de/de/subjects/idrec/sn/ol/id/631016040 
™ Unknown when Elizabeth died, but likely around 1898 as her husband remarried a year later. 


Death information 
31 Mar 1949 
14 Jul 1898 
16 Sep 1928 
1937 

24 Mar 1948 
28 Oct 1942 
Unknown" 
6 Jan 1936 
6 Oct 1962 
Mar 1913 


Kaspar Lauer birth record, 1834" 


According to the baptism record below, Kaspar was born in house number 38 in Niederkalbach on 17 Jun 1834 at 11PM. His father, Peter, was a farmer and his mother was Elisabeth 
Ruppert. His godfather was Kaspar Ruppert from Tiefengruben. 


Descendant John Lauer writes: 


“If you go to the Catholic church in Niederkalbach, St. Laurentius, stand on the church steps and look across the street you will see the house where Kaspar was born. It is known 
as "Lauers House" and Kaspar's father is the first known owner of the house, but not the original owner. The house itself has obviously changed but the attached barn was last 
remodeled in 1904 or 5. You can see from the baptism record that the address is 38. This address is used for all the baptisms that list Peter and Elisabetha as the parents and in 
some cases the address and the term Lauers Haus are both used.” 


In the Niederkalbach city history, which is now out of print, the author Rudolf Schleicher provides the following information about Lauers Haus:'73 


“Lauers Haus Is currently located at Am Schonenhof 3, previously Hauptstrasse 22. The origin of the property dates back to 1727. In 1905 the stables were renovated and the barn 
converted. The first known owner/resident was Peter Lauer Jr, of Sarrod, and Elisabetha (Ruppert) Lauer of Tiefengruben. The next owner was Ferdinand Kress, from Neuhof- 
Neustadt, and his wife Regina (Lauer). [Author’s note: On Peter Lauer's death records, Ferdinand is given as the witness and they appear to both be living at the house at that time.] 


The next owners were Augustin and Wilhelmina (Krack) Kress, so we can deduce that Augustin inherited the house from his parents, who had inherited it from Regina's father. Later 
owners had the last name of Krack. The property may have left the family after three more Krack owners, when Karl-Heinz and Angelika (Schleicher) Gottschalk of Fulda took over.” 
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™ St Laurentius Catholic Church records, Niederkalbach, Hesse https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/fulda/niederkalbach-st-laurentius/1-01/?pg=12 
"3 Translated from a scan of the book provided to me in an email by descendant John Lauer, 2022 
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* e ” te La vt . 7-4 “4 * Porn Fi i 
MEG.” Sang neebayie A ~f Emma Schwarz birth record, 1838" 


P ae “In the year 1838, on October 6, at 5 o'clock in the evening, was born and 
the following day at 2 o'clock in the afternoon baptized by the 


| pr ie dee orgie) -t1 Jp fr awed G, eg 5 undersigning parish priest: Emma, daughter of Mathias Schwarz, citizen 
vam fbrnn fg eka Chow % 4 , i ty x tem n pnd Yoon and master tailor in Langenbriicken and his wife Theresia neé 
(hey. ¢ 8 Cawerrhg, ony o oo “4 ore op win ©Ex vm ern Ganningerin. Godmother was Katharina Ganningerin, unmarried 
re 3 ¢ he tan JZ fo La 3 A daughter of Johannes Ganninger, citizen here. Witnesses were Peter 
daa iy Su > 2B ” at gD J OnE 2 Ganninger, unmarried son of a citizen here, 28 years of age, and the 
snort = EE 3 MEP Z e ‘ school teacher Adam Buchmitller from here. 
or eae SF 3 «SEE pwyten, Lah ansywndl Langenbrucken, October 7, 1838. Pastor Heil" 
Moment off © aviv Caarien eingnaine’ lan Tugm Mofile kt 
hur por < 4 oye y is : "mh. rey a 4 P24 e ome « eter 
Yefeant Opovver revs aS ed gO fepab lof en fore 5 off ome 
4 fy sa ee gaat : y “7 . 2 af Oo, AB 
Chay a MF OY Ys mn Crea wy Ll : edie oe. ; 
d or ty fof pat! Ss Lo Ot AS ¢ Wren G oF 
: % am : 1 5S Sefer hiirr : ea Hansel partisan no IE. Kasper Lauer departure 1854 
Sti bfofoi ne red | 4 ‘ . : > ’ 
= 4g Tealfh ay 7 fo ot : Se : > ; Casper left from Bremen on Aug 1854 on the Hindu 
5 A Mew Sdoridnev 28 Ahine~ Shuhernadr/ f toflnaz.5 lide X for Baltimore, Maryland. His last residence was 
lp Marte’ AMinidrer Se . * = Niederkalbach, and this record may say he is a 
Mat obdan hiwedner 26 ' . shoemaker. Note there is a Ruppert also on this 
UL. balk: Misvedner « cl ship, who may be a relative as Casper’s mother’s 
5 Shanna Lhwedbrar a maiden name was Ruppert. 
: Mame c/a ee, E 7A 
2 Fath Keashard/ LL Descendant John Lauer wrote’ that they may not 
: te a <a eget” lp ve Vitale” : Ah have been first cousins: 
va arher Y ‘ . tf, 
D Maspunye Tha tft Vo Halhvbe . vie “Kaspar's mother was from Neuhof and Walburga 
Wy tek <a dae yy Cbs ye i as 4. was from Hattenhof. | found Walburga's baptism 
m0 Vlb Xeifdd 45 Voth heen i a ts record in the church records and compared the 
pic! Will Sopot 4 a Weimar! Se bates 7, parents and the village they came from with . 
: vai id fll a Cithinsis ey F Elisabtha Ruppert's parents and it seems their 
iL Nowis Lorn a immediate families were from different villages. 
3 blise’Lebert 44 Tebslngn/ 2. ta However, | do believe they were related in some 
7%. Cathet ly Foled 0 . a way, or at least knew each other. Kaspar had a 
15 bhit:Belert x = . sister named Walburga. Johann was also from 
~ ae a | Se Set : Niederkalbach and 17 years old, so | think they 
Pool / Pe ee soe” a a probably knew each other before they departed. 
oe Lad dm ae Pe ee : “Min a Chueh records show many Herbert families but 
, aly er hal Engen ¥ : ne no Sec eo in heer so lam 
0 srl’ EBail Y, . . assuming his name was Herbert. 
iol Bip = “ g | bring up these other two people because if they 
5, my Va ra VA ‘ * were traveling together, which is hard to believe 
~ctens a S ; . they were not, they all gave different destinations. 
Anita Aad 40 - . Walburga was going to Washington D.C., Johann to 
BF olen ds, Zi Melpurs ‘ , A. Philadelphia and Kaspar to Baltimore.” 
i he op he Qody 16 Sreutlurg Ableton“ i: Ve 


™ Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe 390 Nr. 654 Bild 292 http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-1118750-292. Translation by Wilma Hofmann, provided by Ed Schwarz. 
™ Email correspondence to the author, 2022 


’ =: Casper and Emma Lauer, Marinetown, US Census 1860 
Rage M2 Y JO? 3 
SCHEDULE 1.—Free Inhabitants i in Creeitls ft 4 Lie lm in the County of Beata State 
of Y/ce+ _ enumerated by me, on the —“ % day of “Zee _ 1980, _ Fa Long, awe Masova 


Post Office tare uelecen ; 7 Historical context: German-Americans and the Civil War 


Peon? : Out of all the family members in this Geigerbuch, two Felixes and a 
Naming he Ste, Tein i ae 4 Casper appear in the Civil War draft registers. 


No record of Casper Lauer's active military service has been found. 


ae / ae oe |Kin i oe : Felix Bellm appears on the list of men required to do military service 
Poy 33 LL kg Ele | | | in his district in Illinois, but no record of his service has been found, 
PP BO either. 
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Felix Geiger was living in Boonville, Missouri at the time of the Civil 
War, and did enroll for a short time on behalf of the Union. He was 
enrolled in Missouri to the 52"? Regiment. It’s uncertain why he served 
such a short time—from August to November of 1862—before being 
e relieved of duty by Colonel William Pope. Cooper County history says 
‘< (ey cea 22 £- fv Miifie Z i ; | that in the winter of 1862 and 1863, Col Pope was the commander of 

Sear 7 |e eae ae | several companies of ‘home militia’, with headquarters at the fair 


iy G = a | bahar | | i 
ve tna san ie as cao ee WA grounds at Boonville. Geiger may have been serving in that capacity. 


JeeDlele wv fe Z| WY Kiefer AS. 7 poet ; | Generally, Germans arriving in the St Louis and southern Illinois area 
” ee 2 Dg A A A Moke | gets | |_| at the time of the Civil War were ‘not in sympathy with the pro-slavery 
Ewes. 5 221 | H Kisfe ; i} : | movement’—at least 80 percent of St Louis Germans voted for Lincoln 
“Zs Mbel a fiarLe eee male cans aoe =e in 1860, and were among the most radical of the Republicans, 
Af Veccaqee 22 _ley Poh t. i Kho co eat ee | ge le demanding slavery be abolished and advocating for black soldiers in 
" Sa een AT ie = yi _ et, bt the Union Army. 
sa Cain ea . y; Ds eae? aie | | However, further west in Boonville, English-speaking churches were 
aw eas Es od aie J | ae rt . well established. They sympathized with the American South and its 
aa. ; al WE | iz | an | practice of slavery. The incoming German immigrants did not agree. 
Poa fi ie a mat : 4 ia The Germans therefore founded their own churches, from 1850-1853, 


| lz aalieat and Felix Geiger arrived shortly after in 1856. German Evangelicals 
re sic ar a and Catholics even shared a building (they alternated Sundays) rather 
BAP Me Cera aA A ee q ; setae 
eee ZA Ps - than attend the other churches (which may have been due to linguistic 
(7 igre eae | i differences or moral disagreements, or both). 
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me: hes Laret (Fie a 7 gap) | Lele joo | feo : f { In Madison County, Illinois, we know that Casper was a co-trustee of 
46 \ {|_| ™ hretfoe. J | the church with Nicholas Trautner, who was an active supporter 
Lincoln's party. 


Perhaps 60% of Missouri residents favored the Union cause; 40% the 
Confederacy. When the Republican Party chose Abraham Lincoln as 
its candidate in 1860, the politically active St. Louis Germans 
; is pled : : 7 [ok i comprised nearly all of Lincoln's support in Missouri. Meanwhile, 

36 elle. L eoul an a thousands of enslaved people living in Confederate states fled their 
al ? ye io j i masters whenever Union troops approached. Many flooded north to 


z ‘een es _ |i 


af | £2 ete Pee Weel | Sy ewe (SS 
a | A eg —Paer St. Louis, creating a refugee problem of large proportions. Following 


p49) i) Chee" 0S ae id } . ? : : the Emancipation Proclamation of 1 Jan 1863, at least 8,000 of 
io | Zs = lane : ‘ Missouri's African American population, both free and former slaves, 
WAZ eet Zl~ re ___| rae alle . a { =—_ f A 
No. white matee, “L->) No. colored malay fo focign born, ___ No blind, os q enlisted in the Union Army. 


| No. white females, _ x 1) No. deaf and dumb, __ 


Sources: ‘A History of Cooper County Missouri’, Henry Levens and Nathaniel Drake, 
1876; History of Cooper County Missouri, W. Foreman Johnson, 1974; Boone's Lick 
Heritage Quarterly, Vol 17 No 1, Spring 2018; Civil War Virtual Museum by Wilson's 
Creek National Battlefield Foundation; Kristen L. Anderson; German Americans, 
African Americans, and the Republican Party in St. Louis, 1865-1872. Journal of 
American Ethnic History 1 January 2008; 28 (1): 34-51. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.2307/27501880 
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Casper Lauer Civil War Draft registration, 1863" 


Niederkalbach in Hesse is Casper’s city of origin. On the 1870 and 1880 census he reported being from Hesse. This Civil War draft record seems to still be Casper, as the age is quite 
close. He is listed as residing in Alhambra. However, the record says he is from Baden. | believe that’s a mistake, but Casper Lauer is such a common German name that we can't be 
100% certain that this is him in this record. 


™ National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Washington, D.C.; Consolidated Lists of Civil War Draft Registration Records (Provost Marshal General's Bureau; Consolidated Enrollment Lists, 1863-1865); Record 
Group: 110, Records of the Provost Marshal General's Bureau (Civil War); Collection Name: Consolidated Enrollment Lists, 1863-1865 (Civil War Union Draft Records); NAI: 4213514; Archive Volume Number: 2 of 6 
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Emma's brother John Conrad Schwarz was living in the neighboring 
house. He moved to St. Louis sometime between the 1870 census and 
October 1876, when he married Barbara Reising in St Louis. 


John Conrad’s descendant Ed Schwarz wrote in 2022 that the families 
must have had stayed in contact for almost 50 years despite his move. He 
says, “We know [John Conrad] attended Maria Theresia’s 80th birthday 
party in 1892. He was listed as attending Casper Lauer’s Funeral on 16 Feb 
1914. Though he died in April 1924, his wife Barbara Schwarz attended 
Emma's funeral in 1925 along with her son Ed (my grandfather).” 
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ST. GERTRUDE'S CHURCH, SALINE. Casper was a trustee of the new Catholic church, 1871'” 
The Catholics of this place formerly constituted a part of 7 : . : . : é a : : 
the congregations of Highland ee Marine, from which they St. Gertrude is a small church in Grantfork, approximately six miles north of Highland. It originated in 1870. At that time 30 
separated and built a church for thelr own use in 1872. To — families from that area met to make plans for a Catholic church. Pledges in the amount of $3,000 were collected which were to 
attain this end, a subscription of about three thousand del be used for a new church. In 1871, Father Peters appointed two men, Caspar Lauer and Nic. Trautner, to collect the pledges. Some 
lars was made up by about thirty families, Tn 1877.8 pe" Haid as much as $200, others less. The building was erected in 1872 but only in a raw fashion. It consisted of only the most 


sonage was erected, and ever since that time, with some little it dad i febrate Mi "178 
interruption, they have had a resident priest. Under the Necessary MEMS NECOED 10 CoMeohate Mass: 


direction of its first resident rector, Rev. M. Weis, a school- 
house was erected, and the parochial Catholic school, which “In July 1872, Nicholas Trautner and Casper Lauer were appointed the first trustees of the St Gertrude Catholic Church in Saline 


had hitherto been Kept in the rectors residenes, was thea (now called Grantfork) and the entire block of 12 lots was donated by John Bardills for the site of the new church. In the fall of 
removed to this new school-house. Under the same clergy- 


man’s supervision, the church, which had pever been plas- 1872 a brick building, 40 by 60, was erected, but it was left without interior finish or plastering. It was scantily furnished with only 
tered and had become too small to contain theeongregation, | the most necessary things for divine services. St Gertrude Catholic Church of Grantfork was founded in the fall of 1872." 

was enlarged and finished and otherwise so improved as to 
make one of the finest churches of Madison county. The 
congregation now has a graveyard, and everything else re- 
quired to constitute it an independent Catholic community. 
The present rector of the Catholic church at this place is 
Rev. B. Hasse. The number of families belonging to this 
congregation is about 174. 


Until 1880, St Gertrude’s was attended to once a month from St Elizabeth's in Marine.'8° 


St Gertrude Church, built in 1871, rebuilt in 1904 


St Gertrude Catholic School, built in 1889 


A two-story building was built as a rectory in 1878, but as there was not a resident pastor, it was used as a 
school. A resident pastor, Rev. Michael Weiss, arrived in 1880 and during his tenure, had this school built. 


" Scanned excerpt of ‘History of Madison County’, 1882 

"8 St Paul Church History 1846 to 1896 

™ By Highland historian, Roland Harris who runs a museum in Highland Home and who | had the pleasure to meet personally during a visit to the museum. 
180 Saint Gertrude Church History, https://www.icstnstg.org/15?fbclid=|wAR2xeixap5MP-GZJd4LLq2IPHDUA4g5dSDGzZAb55l1PXICu4GMb5C-i6DFs 


Casper’s mother, Elizabeth Ruppert Lauer [61], burial in Hesse, 1877'*' Casper’s father, Peter Lauer [60], burial in Hesse, 1885 


This document is from the Hessian death records in Mittelkalbach although Farmer Ferdinand Kraf, residing in house number 59 in Niederkalbach, attested that 
Elizabeth is listed as residing in Niederkalbach in house number 59. By this time, Peter, a Catholic and retired farmer who had been married to the late Elisabetha née 
Hesse had been annexed by the Kingdom of Prussia which was proclaimed part of Ruppert, had died 31 Oct 1885 at the age of 82, also in house number 59. 

the German Empire in 1871. The document notes that she was Catholic, born in 


nearby Tiefengruben, married to the farmer Peter Lauer in Niederkalbach. Peter Was Der mit ari Od Whletl|>apour 2) kim awey Te Wap Whe Somef taney 


Johannes Lauer and his wife, Elizabetha, maiden name Schoppner, both of Sarrod. 
She was the daughter of an innkeeper Johannes and his wife, Gertrude, maiden 


name Vogel, who were both already deceased. Elizabeth passed away at the age of 
69 in day laborer Johannes Lauer's house at 3:30PM 6 Aug 1877. 
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'8| Both records from the Hessisches Hauptstaatsarchiv; Wiesbaden, Deutschland; Personenstandsregister Sterberegister; Signatur: 7008 and 7016 
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Casper and Emma Lauer, Leef Township, US Census 1880 


Emma's brother John Conrad was still living nearby. 


[7-296.] Rece 


AZ Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 
Page No. ] Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumerati living on the 1st day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE 27’) 
June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Mem ‘ho have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. 


Supervisor's Dist. No. 
at fd Note C.—Questi 70s. 18,14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 
Enumeration Dist. No. ; 
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162 Edwardsville Intelligencer, 28 Jun 1893 
83 Edwardsville Intelligencer, 3 Jun 1898 


Casper Lauer exited Glen Carbon boarding house business, 1893'® 


¥."Deacher, published at Carbondale. 
<< + Casper Lauer, who has been conduct- 


‘ng a: private boarding houge in ‘the 
“third ward, moved to Glen Carbon to- 
<dsy.. Thos. Jenkinson will mové Into the | 
‘prémises vacated and, continue © the 
‘business. | 


—-Lon Jaggers. and George Miller { 


vas 
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Marriage announcement for daughter Caroline Lauer, 1898" 


Ne PUCCUaseu BUU IS Le-crevuiluE. J 

—Mr. William Daffey and Miss Car-|) 
oline Lauer, of Glen Carbon, were 
married Wednesday evening by Judge 
Wm. P. Early. Both are well known 
young people, the bride being a daughter 
of Casper Lauer, who for several yeara 
conducted a boarding house here. 

—A deed was recorded thia morning! « 
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NAME RELATION. 
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z208, : { Casper and Emma Lauer, 
. US Census 1900 


————--—__. 


Moved to Fillmore Street, 
Edwardsville. 
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‘Naturallzation. 
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Emma threw a party, 1903'** 


Mrs. Aloysius Oestrich was tendered 
a pleasant surprise at her home on 
North Main street Monday afternoon. 
The affair was arfanged by her Sister, 
Mrs. Casper Lauer, in honor of the 


66th anniversary of her birth. : The 
party which Included thirty-five df her 
lady friends assembled at the home of 
Mrs. George Zicgler and prodeaded 
from there in a body. An enjdyable 


& pra borsn a 


afternoon was had.: Nico refreshinents 
were served. Mra. Oestrich wad pre- 
sented with an elegant rocker. , 
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184 Edwardsville Intelligencer, 27 May 1903 
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Casper and Emma Lauer house in 


Edwardsville, location indicated on a map published in 1906" 
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Casper and Emma sold the Fillmore Street house, 1907'® 


85 Madison County Atlas, Page 54-55, (Illinois Digital Archives), http://www. idaillinois.org/digital/collection/edpl/id/13029, 1906 
186 Edwardsville Intelligencer, 15 Nov 1907 
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FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS, 
For Sale—No, 18 Round Oak neat- 

ing stove in gond condition. 

W. W WARNOCK. 
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For Sale—A four room house with 
Pantry and cellar. good well and cts- 
tern, corner lot, 50x159, garden spot 
and fruft trees. Apply to 
CASPER LAUBR, 621 N. Fillmore St. 
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Potatoes ...... 2... 60 to 

Hay Baler—The latest and best|Apples, bu ...... 1.00 to 
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at our place; one and two horse ma-|Homs .... .. «2 «1 see 

chines; farmers are invited to calijSpring Chickens . 12 to 


and inspect them. 
HORNING & JUDD. 
Vandalla St. 


For Sale—Gnasoline range as good 
as new, has three tyirners. Apply 
to Mrs. Thomas Springer, Commercial 
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Roosters .... .... 2. 
Turkeys ...... 
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Edwardsville Market. 


Casper and Emma Lauer, US Census 1910; Casper Lauer death, 1914'°’ 


The couple was living in Gillespie with son Theodore, a coal miner, and his Austrian wife. Both can read and write English. 


SS s “ DEPARTMENT OF GCOMMERCE AND LABOR BUREAU OF THE CENSUS cons Dis 
we Cocetar F ( SuPLivisers LisTecY No 
wit (Pre pwoaeetpur jay Aslsd) ENTH CENSUS OF THE ONITED, Was 1910 POPULATION 3G (enumenarion Orstaicr 
Towns A GTMER DIvISiCn ou Caetufen, Te ae Nan BL Jy. ee Att | sal RO OOF CITY 
Name OF inSTITUTIO Z eet ENUMERATED BY ME ON TH pf T vay or CF igio Lh A 
THe’. | Same i MONAT res “ner Savveny K's : OCCUPATION, EptcaTios. 
i ; 2 ta ato April Bi. y is iano Abe ot see pti end nario tebe rece Srceeetet | cere De = Pebiek ete & iy ete at 
FE Hg) eae er yl pica Nina kasi diane (58d | Tt ad 
® Gi i Seca nary tr, ing sg fh oth i ip Ete] eee “ne ey ; ty Wt ii 
ode ? : Yl (74: UE one? 7 rte td LOE Tito DLA FTW eG Tan, 
; > tae ee C FAAS lod gets paociiee af 4 4 Leek. . 
3 HGS Ha Garten F ky py Ads. Cberwoct Yon effet cr ada Cog re | | aa aS 
‘ tH7 Marlex Ulbesnn. 4 4 4 oH ¢ vig (le? Le rintcary Grgineer Coch Yin. Y 20 
& pean Popeagey 4 > AB 450 Mo d Lf, Soy Youle O97) Sd cdf be L; 
: noe ak 2. en loud. ots Yh f a hfe , 
3 47 “as OC tts Vite E; Ly Aira ples Hew ( Vi Vp. de Cie Uni cases 4 Mi O 
8 — Yhetl a GF Ul Hh 7\4 Sf van an) Arne) 
e : ~-— ie: ho dy WEE Yes ot Yede: 
ty ee 4 ¢ Vz fied 7 Lei Ne 
ut ———— : “aU ala ve GRA IZ 
¥ el a da | eee Chappe 
‘3 vv. ia AE é ge SL 
V\  4B4Y helo Yer CrbCad lol, (the ody 2 Vere 
; \S ~/ he - Ja take aN: GEG VA 
te 4 — WO he ofl '4 9h vi aos A ea bel 1M (eC) a 
a j we C Wi eee we Ase asa %, c ~~ * Ze Tie % 
18 S MI Eo Llgjund, Ei jededs (ted ae A te ey Vo 
+ j ea —~F U b q Aeris GHEE £1 > - ; diy y Cae 
e ~ GC RF Beez LS “43 ered Yites tated bh gret? EC Lat VR Cok teat Ve iE 
2 beckag, TERI MN A eoumer fac age lash | Ghee —_______}_ 
ol fh P ay — 2 ’ i d shee Oni Pare 
FEZ Gulls, Git pe i! AYE fest PA hg Ya ge id EAT why AShies Coen pip eZ, 
% Le} LV D4, i au 34) up. YM Lhd ae 7 POM ‘Arereneg.. |W Pod ale' tesa é 
: : FT Glbere & hd a, y Lbco - 
r i Lh ag C4 7 ee: zo Shirk 
PY x a a: SY ae CZ. fee Byatt ——— |¥—~Lrgrre_ 
ape Lice 
335 HalO2 ee 
Z 2 [3 i em 46S0 IDS ee 44 
e Postar’, [Fe a é é zt Vues yas meee 
YemnegdZ oe, Yi ez gi G y 
fs neg <i tab ow, yh Wait ney) 
» he thy a tT Giimieh fh Beh, Ligh CEN . 
@ nowt yt penal E Lt CLemre 
Y) biiire— ut 2 ) gre 
{ Z 2 
; 2 ony Yow 
preva.“ f 
as ef: ble 
a Ine ee 
“ 33 20 
te tegr, soak fe 
« 7 (Nae 


i Cott 


187 Highland Journal, 19 Feb, 1914 


i 
3g { on A 
that? j/ 


ee <1 ah WERATOR 7? ; 2 | 


—_—_—— te 
Death of Casper Lauer, 

Casper Lauer, a formor resident of 
Leef township, died Thursday morn- 
ing at tho homo of his son, Theodore, 
at Gillespie. Mr. Lauer was aged 79 
years and 6 months. He was a na- 
tive of Gerniany. Coming as a young 
“{|man to Amorlca he located at Ma- 
rinc. After working In the neighbor- 
hood several yoars ho was united in 
marriage with Miss Emma Schwarz, 
o sister of John Schwarz, of Saline, 
Theodore, of this city, and Conrad, of 
St. Louls. For a number of ycars 
the couple resided on a farm In Leef 
township, later moving to Edwards- 
ville, whero they conducted a board- 
ing housé. When old ago incapaci- 
tated them for active toll they took 
up their héme with their son tn Gll- 
jlespic. Decoased Is survived by his 
‘aged widow, one son, Theodore . 
, Lauer, and four daughters, Mrs. WIil- 
_Mam Duffy, of Chicago, Mrs. Joseph 
_Dunn, of Steegor, Mra. William 
Berry, of St Louis, and Mrs. Herman | 

|, Frisse. of noar Alhambra. 
Tho romalns wero taken to Kd-' 
i wardevinio Saturday and funeral ser | 
vices wero conducted in St. Boniface’s 
| church. Intorment was in the Catho- | 
i; ! lic cometcry Among those attending | 
the obsequies were Theodore Schwarz 
A sen I UW Loef, of this city, John C 
{| Schwarz and Herman Frisse and son, | 


‘Emil, of near Grantfork. : 
~——~+0p—___~ 
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4 
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Emma Lauer, US Census 1920; Emma Lauer death, 1925'®8 


Casper has passed away, Emma was still living with son Theodore’s family in Gillespie, in Macoupin County. 
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a wel {| Mra Emma Lauer, nee Schwarz.'; | 
92 Lear | f 2 $e died at the home of her daughter, Mrs | (a 
93] ,° aie (4 feet Ltaricea ae : Al Henry Vogel at Edwardsville Sunday , ¥ 
FA pe) 4 ett aan | dtateZ Litatt Ct z L AAts pidizi. night Her age Was 86 years, 7 months (: 
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A thes Pal el Soviet | | Aencerreeey erences! Dearaeed |Porereay SOMO of Plerron. and & sinten ich 
= VEU Calpe. Leal | Sead Rare, ne ezine i_| rs Johanna Leef, of Highland |'°% 
Ce Ze 4 j ; yy, + | Funeral services were conducted in’ | 
ms = ca 72 = St Boniface's church, Edwardaville.|: 


this morning. Recently deceared had: * 
resided at Gillespie and she was tak-' =u 
en ill while visiting at the home of her , 
daughter at MdwardsviHe. 
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Casper Lauer funeral, 1914 
Edwardsville Intelligencer, 16 Feb 1914 


| ————_— 
FUNERAL OF CASPER LAUER 
HELD AT DAUGHTER'S HOME 


The funeral of Casper Lauer, a 
former resident who died last week 
at Gillespie, was held from the resi 
dence of a daughter, Mrs. Thomas 


Fischer, Saturday at 9a.'m. From | fork; Herman and Emily Fresse, Al- 


the house the cortege proceeded to|hambra; Mrs. Kruhlmann, Glen Car- 
the St. Boniface Catholic church |%00) Mrs-Tomsack, Litchfield; Theo, 
where Rev. J. D. Metzler, the pastor, Lauer and wife, Gillespie and Mrs. 


conducted services. Joseph Dunn, Sthager, this state. 
Interment was in the Catholic a Ran aesiae tala 
cemetery. Blood Poison Fatal. 


Many friends and relatives of Mr. Edward Watter, 22 years old, son 
Lauer were in attendance at the ser-| of Philip Walter, of Alton, died of 
vices and many others Were not per- blood . polsoning Saturuay. A year 
mitted to be present because of the 
inclement weather conditions. aE° young Walter went Into, acwoods 

The out of town persons in attend-| W/th two, boils on his neck. Poison 
ance were Conrad Scawartz and Wii-|ivy came -in contact with the boils 
liam Berry end wife of St. Louis; |and inflammation resulted. He died 
Joseph Petgen, af Freeburg, Mo.,|at St. Vincent’s hospital, St. Louis, 

Thes. Schwartz and Henk Leef of| where he Jigd sheen taking ‘Treatment 
| Highland; John Schwartz, Sr., Grant- trom specialists. 


Emma Lauer photo from Delores Geiger 
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Casper Lauer and Emma Schwarz gravestone 


St Mary's Cemetery in Edwardsville, IL. Edwardsville Intelligencer 


Given Casper’s baptism records and his age given on earlier census records, the ) 
year of birth on this gravestone (1835) is likely incorrect—it is actually 1834. FOR MRS. EMMA LAUER. 


Funeral services largely attended, 
were conducted yesterday morning 
at 9 o'clock at St. Boniface Catholic 
church for Mrs. Emma Lauer, who 
passed away Sunday night at the 

home of her daughter, Mrs. Henry 


tery. The floral offerings were 
varied and beautiful. Those who 
served as the pallbearers were Geo. 
Fischer, Stephen Dunn, Dennis 
Hentz, Henry Brandt, Victor Frisse 


sons and two daughters. 


bon, Mrs, J. Dunn, Mr. and Mrs, 
Stephen Dunn and family and Mrs. 
William Duffy of Chicago; Mr. and 
Mrs. “Herman J. Frisge and family of 


Casper Lauer burial record, 1914 


This record from St Boniface in Edwardsville is important as it establishes Casper’s 
family’s names and confirmed his city of birth in Germany as Niederkalbach. 


fly, Mr. and Mrs, Charles Schwars 
and son Christ, and Mrs. John Jin- 
enfelser, all of Grantfork; Mr. and 
Mrs, Joseph Wiegand of Highland, 
Mrs. Minnie Schwarz, Mrs. J. H. 
Leff and son John of Highiand, Mrs. 
Frank Schwarz and daughter of St. 
Jacob, Mr. and Mrs. Christ Schwarz 
of Granite City, Mrs. John Palet, 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, Mr, and Mrs. 
) and-«Mr.~and_ Mrs. 
Funke, all of Granite City, 
Anna Wiegand and Miss La’ 
=e of Marine, Mr. and Mrs, Wil- 
Ham Berry of St. Louis, Mrs. G. Men- 
ecke of St. Louis, Mrs, Barbara 


| i} 
Daie —— Death & Buriat, at | Names of Persons Interred. Place rip Birin. | Age. 
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Mam Hlad and son, Mrs. John Don- 
nelly of St. Louis, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Lauer of Alton, Mrs. Carl 


Be: Fala (tC ap Car halan lll Fuiidor fealbacho Japon | 


Gaberred: pp fm ke tachaen fftrmany, omer. U5 ia Seen 6 eae te 


‘Thomas Lauer and daughter, Miss 


Marie, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Willard, 
4 bert g Mrs, Jas. Fellin, Mrs, P, H. Ganey. 
pee 7 2 ies Auf . py) hope LS ta\ “7 Mrs. M. J. Ganey, Mrs, M. J. Ganey, 


P. H. McGaw, Mrs, J. Redolphi and 
Julius Andrews. 


Emma Lauer obituary, 1925 


James Mooney, Mr, and Mrs, Wi+- 
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Schwarz-Ganninger Family 


Much of the documentation for this chapter, which includes ancestors beyond Mathias and Maria Theresia, builds on extensive research done by Ed Schwarz of St Louis, MO, and 
Lawrence Schwarz, of Highland, IL. The Ganninger information is also well-researched and has been published by Mathias Ganninger, a descendent of the Ganningers that stayed in 
Germany. 


Mathias Schwarz*? [62] Maria Theresia Ganninger*? [63] 


Lerv~ a ; Mathias was born 25 Nov 1810 in Maria Theresia was born in Langenbrucken, Baden on 25 Oct 1812. She gave birth to 5 
Mel 7) Shue Mingolsheim, Baden. Mathias and Theresia daughters and 4 sons, 8 of whom were born in Langenbrucken. 
A, (hag § Fe Y married in Langenbrucken when he was 25 ; : 
cae OURS eee : The Schwarzes'’ oldest daughter, Catherine, married Gabriel Oestrich and had one 
and she was 23. They had eight children 


before emigrating in 1853, and had one more daughter after arriving in Illinois. All daughter Ida. A few years later, Gabriel died and Catherine married Aloysius Oestrich, 


of Theresia and Mathias’ parents had died by the time the couple left for America. who arrived that same year from Baden, and had more children. It is not certain how or if 
these two were related, as no documented connection between the two Oestriches has 


Madison County history noted the family left with their 8 children from Bremenin | been found yet. Gabriel isn’t mentioned in Catherine's obituary, however Gabriel and 


1853, but a ship manifest indicates they actually left from Le Havre, France, and Catherine’s maiden name are listed as parents in records of Ida’s marriage to Tyler 
arrived in New Orleans, Louisiana. The trip took 56 days and they first traveled Merkel in 1883.'8’ Aloysius is mentioned as the father of Catherine’s later children, for 
upriver to St Louis, then to Marine, IL, where Mathias’ brother John was living. example on Elizabeth (Schwarz) Rehg’s death record in 1921. 


Mathias worked as a tailor for 10 years. Mathias built the first 2-story brick house | After Mathias died, Theresia lived with her youngest daughter until she died of lung fever 
in Marine. In 1866, Mathias was able to purchase a 160-acre farm in the southwest — (influenza) at the age of 82. 

quarter of Section 30 in Leef Township for $4,800. He farmed there until his death 

on 16 Mar 1872. The original farm was expanded over the years. It stayed in the 

Schwarz family until 1941, when it was sold at a bankruptcy auction. 


Parents Daniel Schwarz [124] & Maria Eva Hoffman [125] Parents Johannes Ganninger [126] & Margaretha Jonitz [127] 
Marriage date 25 Jul 1836 in Langenbrucken, Baden 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Katharina 25 May 1837 Gabriel then Aloysius Oestrich 22 Jul 1908 
Emma Theresa* 6 Oct 1838 Casper Lauer* 17 May 1925 
Margret 7 May 1840 Michael Arnold 12 Sep 1913 
John Conrad 22 Jan 1842 Elizabeth Ginder/GUnther 9 Jun 1926 
Peter 15 Apr 1844 Anna Mary Hotz 8 Aug 1913 
Theodore 25 Jun 1846 Wilhelmina Schneider 16 Jul 1917 
Conrad 3 Sep 1849 Barbara Reising 13 Apr 1924 
Magdalene 4 Jun 1851 John Gladbach 20 Apr 1924 
Johanna 6 May 1855 in Marine, Illinois Joseph Hinckley Leef 9 Jan 1941 


189 St Boniface Edwardsville Church records, 1883. 
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Mathias Schwarz baptism record, 1810" 


Mathias Schwarz was born on November 25, 1810 in Mingolsheim in the 
Grand Duchy of Baden. 


The English translation of his baptismal record reads: 


“In the year of Christ 1810, on the 25th of the month of November, at 1 
o'clock at night, a son was born here in Mingolsheim to Daniel Schwarz, 
citizen and master tailor in Mingolsheim, and his wife Maria Eva neé 
Hofmann. Witnesses are Sebastian Schrink, citizen and innkeeper of the 
"Crown", and Johann Adam Hotz, citizen and master locksmith in 
Mingolsheim. The child was baptized on the 26th of the same month at 12 
o'clock midday, at which point the child was given the name Mathaus. The 
godfather is Mathaus Zoller, citizen and master butcher in Mingolsheim.” 


Maria Theresia Ganninger baptism record, 1812 


“In the year of Christ 1812, on the 24th day of the month of October, in the 
morning at half past 4 o’clock was born, and baptized in the church by the 
undersigning pastor on the following day at 5 ‘clock in the evening: Maria 
Theresia, legitimate daughter of Johannes Ganninger, citizen and farmer 
in Langenbrticken, and Maria Margaretha neé Jonitz, a legally married 
couple. Witnesses to the baptism were: Bartholome Jonitz, citizen and 
farmer in Langenbrutcken, and Georg Friedrich Cardon, schoolteacher 
here. The godmother was Katharina Barbara Jonitz, wife of Bartholome 
Jonitz.” 


1% Mingolsheim baptismal records provided by Ed Schwarz. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP3N-7HW5 


Schwarz-Ganninger marriage in Langenbrucken, 1836" 


“In the year of Christ 1836, on the 25th of July, after having received the civil marriage record (or 
marriage permission) from the grand ducal administrative office in Bruchsal dated July 9 of this 
year, record No. 14547, and after announcements on the Sundays on July 10 and 17, according to 
the parish rites, and after the release from the parish office in Mingolsheim was presented on 
July 24, and after no impediments to the marriage were detected here, were married at 10 o'clock 
in the morning in the parish church here: 


Mathaus Schwarz, citizen and master tailor here, unmarried son of the deceased citizen and 
master tailor Daniel Schwarz from Mingolsheim, with Theresia Ganningerin, unmarried daughter 
of the citizen here, Johannes Ganninger and his wife Margaretha neé Jonitz. 


Witnesses are Tobias Stein, citizen and [--] in Langenbruicken, and Georg Schwarz, citizen and 
master tailor in Mingolsheim. Langenbrucken, July 25, 1836" 


City registry birth record of Maria Theresia Ganninger, 1812" 


™! Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe 390 Nr. 654, Bild 437 http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-1118750-437. Translation by Wilma Hofmann, provided by Ed Schwarz. 
"2 Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe 390 Nr. 654, Bild 43, http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-1118750-43 
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Mathias and Maria Theresia Schwarz family departed on the Belle 
Assise, 1853 


Mathias’ brother John arrived in Highland in 1841. Mathias and family follow later. They 
departed from Le Havre, France, in March on the Belle Assise and arrived in New 
Orleans on 23 Apr 1853. The trip took 56 days and they first traveled upriver to St Louis, 


then to Marine where John was living. Mathias then built the first 2-story brick house in 
Marine. 


Mathias’ brother John Schwarz bought land from the federal government, 1849 


ta BAO 


John arrived in America before Mathias and Theresia, and eight years later, in 1849, he bought THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


40 acres in township 4 range 5 at the land office in Edwardsville.’ 
; To all to whom ee Presents shail come, Greeting: 
John later housed Mathias and Theresia and their many children for a week when they arrived 


Historical context: Settling Illinois before the 
Homestead Act of 1862 


Thirty years before the Badeners arrived in Highland, the federal government had 
begun encouraging settlers to move to Illinois. War of 1812 veterans were gifted 
160 acres to claim between the Illinois and Missouri Rivers. However, the opening 
of public land sales in 1814 was more relevant to the ancestors in this book. The 
Edwardsville Land Office (the third land office in Illinois) opened in 1816 and land 
owners could purchase a smaller amount of acres for prices around $2 an acre— 
much more affordable than the full size parcels which were often cost prohibitive 
for immigrants. Early on, the minimal sales unit started at 640 acres, down to 320 
in 1800, 80 in 1820, and 40 acres by 1832—at a price of $1.25 an acre. Even if an 
immigrant could afford this $50, cultivating more than 40 to 80 acres would be 
difficult without a large family. 


Most of the land that became Highland, Illinois was initially purchased by the 
Swiss immigrant founders, Kaspar Kopfli and Joseph Suppiger. From 1834 to 1841, 
Kaspar bought about 15 different parcels of land in township 4 range 5 from the 
Edwardsville land office, about 80 acres at a time. Only a few of the Geigerbuch 
family members bought land directly from the Land Office (see John Schwarz at 
right) and so they must have bought any land they owned from earlier settlers. 
Jacob Rall may have bought land from John Anton Good, a relative of his wife 
Maria Anna Gschwend, who bought a few parcels in township 3 range 5 from the 
Land Office from 1844 to 1848. The families are shown to be living nearby on early 
maps of Highland. 


Most of the public land in the Highland area was already privately owned by the 
time the Homestead Act of 1862 was signed into law by President Abraham 
Lincoln. The Act promoted the settlement and development of the American West. 
It was also notable for the opportunity it gave some African Americans to own 
land. Any US citizen, or intended citizen, who had never borne arms against the 


in Illinois. 
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- GENERAL, which seid tract ha A Ween purchased by the ae 


WEERIZTAS, Se, nf me iar. Ge Wa cledont C2 J ccere te 
eK Zi ad 

ha-7 deposited in oa LAND OFFICE of the United Stutes, a Certificate of the REGISTER OF THE 

LAND OFFICE at “2ZZ ea ud ttle, whereby it appears that full payment has heen made by the said 


é est ag 


fet of Congress of the 21th of April, 1820, entitled “An act’ making further provision for the sale of the Public Lands,” for 
Ge Fath lacCnlbeg eet, Sit é tte 206 Ae nei 
ects ee ACCEL ELH tp RE 
CALE 


according to the provisions of the 


Belt Se Me ee. 


JECE Ltt e272 ctet 


Yer se ae Meee ele” oils Sale Bi Dothan, 


L0uA ELLE ote Be ff AE Getty CHEE 


according to the official plat of the survey of the suid Landa, returned to the General Land oat by the BURVEYOR 


J then Ce _Z Chic aeB 


NOW EWOW TD, That the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in consideration of the Premises, and in conformity with the several acts of Congress, 
in such case made and provided, HAVE GIVEN AND GRANTED, and by these presente DO GIVE AND GRANT, 


unio ihe said 


ue (Ghese Ch cwa7, 


and to feed heirs, the said tract above described : 1D HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, together with all the righte, 


z ? privileges; immunities, and appurtenances of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said 1 GAA 


Chev aea, , 
and to 220 heirs and assigns forever. 
ae Ome. Salar 
¥u Testimony whereot, i, 64 042420< V7 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have-caused these Letters to be made PATENT, and 
the SEAL of the GENERAL LAND OFFICE to be hereunto affiwed. 


@inywp under my hand, at the OILY OF WASHINGTON, the fied day of 4 Toei tee tiny, 


US Government could file an application and lay claim to 160 acres of surveyed sialic iiiniinbeiis sinntiniaiiiiiniaL urine prt dane sedis aa 
Government land. For the next 5 years, the General Land Office looked for a good lee ens ig del rt The 

faith effort by the homesteaders. This meant that the homestead was their i a a pee ae ; ’ 
primary residence and that they made improvements upon the land. After 5 years, aC , p ; "A Lenang a ee 


the homesteader could file for his patent (or deed of title) by submitting proof of 
residency and the required improvements to a local land office. 


Local land offices forwarded the paperwork to the General Land Office in 
Washington, DC, along with a final certificate of eligibility. The case file was 
examined, and valid claims were granted patent to the land free and clear, except 
for asmall registration fee. Title could also be acquired after a 6-month residency 
and trivial improvements for a price of $1.25 per acre. 

Sources: US Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records 


James E. Davis, Frontier Illinois. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998); US National Archives 
Educator Resources ‘The Homestead Act of 1862’ 


"3 Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records 


Reconper of the General Land Office. 
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Mathias and Theresia Schwarz, US Census 1860 
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When the 1860 census was taken, Mathias and Theresa reported that 
most of the Schwarz children had attended school within the last year. 


Two years later, President Abraham Lincoln signed the first Morrill Act 
to grant federally controlled land to the states for them to establish 
public ‘land-grant’ colleges. The schools were to democratize higher 
education, and teach agriculture, science, military science and 
engineering. Educational institutions benefited and, as a result, higher 
education was more easily available and more affordable to more 
people than ever before. (Nash) Several of Mathias and Theresa's 3 
and 4" great-grandchildren were able to obtain degrees thanks to 
land-grant universities. 


The land granted was used not only for campus sites, but also included 
nearly 11 million acres of land, across 24 western states, which was 
divided up into 80,000 parcels of land and were rented or sold to 
generate seed money for school endowments for 52 institutions. The 
University of Illinois received around 477,000 acres. 


The federally controlled land had been recently expropriated from 
nearly 250 tribes, bands, or communities of indigenous people who 
were forcibly removed. (HCN) 


So recently in fact that the same year the Morrill Act was signed, the 
federal government conducted the largest mass execution in US 
history, hanging 38 members of the Dakota tribe in Minnesota. The 
Dakota were at war with the US government after the US failed to keep 
promises spelled out in treaties they had signed. (MPR) The land that 
the Dakota tribe had ceded in Minnesota (the Sisseton, Wahpeton, 
Mdewakanton and Wahpekute cession of 1851) benefited the 
endowments of more land-grant universities than any other treaty or 
cession, including the University of Illinois. (HCN) 


The removal of Native Americans from this land was not an 
unfortunate byproduct; rather, the colleges exist only because of a 
state-sponsored system of Native dispossession that worked in two 
ways (Nash): 


First, some of those colleges were built on land that had been occupied 
by indigenous people prior to the act; these land-grant colleges were 
founded on appropriated land. 


Second, all of the land-grant colleges were funded with proceeds from 
the sale of formerly Native land, without any relationship to the 
location of the land sold. For example, the land-grant college in the 
state of Illinois received the proceeds of public land sold in California 
and Nebraska. ... 


.. The removal of Native peoples was not simultaneous with the creation 
of the universities. The federal government had already forced their 
relocation using a variety of methods in the early nineteenth century, 
decades before the Morrill Act of 1862. Initiatives like the Indian Removal 
Act had been signed into law by President Andrew Jackson on May 28, 
1830, and it authorized the president to grant lands west of the 
Mississippi in exchange for Indian lands within existing state borders. A 
few tribes went peacefully, but many resisted the relocation policy. 
(LOC) 


The government also used treaties: “All of the lands funding the 
University of Missouri, Columbia, for instance, came from just two Osage 
treaties in 1808 and 1825. Meriwether Lewis offered the 1808 treaty to 
the Osage as an alternative to their extermination, while in 1825 William 
Clark demanded Osage land to create reservations for Eastern tribes. 
Granted an area more than twice the size of Chicago, by the early 20th 
century the University of Missouri had raised over $363,000 from land 
that was strong-armed from the Osage for less than $700.” (HCN) 


Without the earlier forced removal, there would have been no land to 
sell to support the colleges and universities in the first place. 


The University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, the future alma mater of 
some of Mathias and Theresa’s descendants, was founded five years 
after the Morrill Act. The Office of the Chancellor noted this in their land 
acknowledgement in 2018: 


“Recognizing and acknowledging that we are on the lands of the Peoria, 
Kaskaskia, Piankashaw, Wea, Miami, Mascoutin, Odawa, Sauk, Mesquaki, 
Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Ojibwe, and Chickasaw Nations. These lands 
were the traditional territory of these Native Nations prior to their forced 
removal; these lands continue to carry the stories of these Nations and 
their struggles for survival and identity. 


As a land-grant institution, the University of Illinois has a particular 
responsibility to acknowledge the peoples of these lands, as well as the 
histories of dispossession that have allowed for the growth of this 
institution for the past 150 years.” 


Sources: LOC: Library of Congress Research Guides: Indian Removal Act 

MPR: Minnesota Public Radio Documentary ‘Little War on the Prairie’, June 2017, 
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/06/07/little-war-on-the-prairie-documentary 
University of Illinois Land Acknowledgement, July 2018 

HCN: April 1, 2020 edition of High Country News magazine, reporting by Tristan Ahtone 
and Dr. Robert Lee titled ‘Land-grab Universities’, which won the 2020 Polk Award for 
Education Reporting. 

Nash, M. (2019). Entangled Pasts: Land-Grant Colleges and American Indian 
Dispossession. History of Education Quarterly, 59(4), 437-467. doi:10.1017/heq.2019.31 


Mathias and Theresia Schwarz, US Census 1870 
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Mathias Schwarz will documents, 24 Feb 1872 
Mathias signed these documents in February, and died about a month later. He was buried in St Joseph Cemetery in Highland. 


Note that Nicholas Trautner was one of the witnesses—he was Kathrina Federer's nephew. 
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Mathias and Theresia Schwarz gravestones, 1872 and 1895 


Mathias was buried in St Joseph’s Cemetery in Highland. Theresia was buried in St Gertrude Cemetery in Grantfork. 
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OHN SCHWARZ. In this volume may be 
| | found biographies of many influential citi- 
@ | zens who have ploddel up the steeps of 
honor and prosperity with energy and suc- 
cess. The life of Mr. Schwarz furnishes a good 
example of this kind. He is now the owner of a 
good farm on section 29, Leef Township, and 
thereon is devoting his attention to agricultural 
pursuits. Progressive in every way, he is known 
in this part of the county as one of the well-to-do 
and prominent farmers. 

In the village of Langenbrucken, Baden, Ger- 
many, Mr. Schwarz was born January 22, 1842. 
Ilis father, Mathias, was born in Mangelsheim, Ba- 
den, March 25,1810,and in youth learned the 
trade of a tailor, He married Theresa Gangninger, 
who was born in Baden October 27, 1812, being a 
daughter of Mathias Gangninger of that province. 
In the spring of 1853 Mathias Schwarz with his 
family set sail from Bremen in a sailing-vessel and 
after a voyage of fifty-six days landed in New Or- 
leans. ‘Transferring there to a river steamer, he 
ascended the Mississippi to St. Louis and went 
thence direct to Highland, IL. 

After a week’s sojourn in Highland, Mathias 
Schwarz went to Marine, where he rented a small 
house and began working at his trade. During the 
following year he erected the first two-story brick 
building in the town, and there he continued at 
his trade until 1862, after which he operateda 
rented farm for four years. Rural life pleased him 
so well that in 1866 he purchased one hundred 


and sixty acres on section 30 of Leef Township, 
and there he made his home until March 15, 1872, 
when he was called from earth. 

Of afamily of nine children our subject was 


™ Portrait and biographical record of Madison County, Illinois. Chicago, Biographical Pub. Co, 1894.Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/rc01002063/. 


Mathias and Theresia’s son John Conrad Schwarz, 1894'% 


Biographies of John appear in two different books about Madison County and tell the story of the family’s immigration journey in 1853." 
John Conrad's first son was named John Casper, which can be confusing as many records in Highland refer to a John C. Schwarz. 


fourth in order of birth and the eldest of four 
sons. From his sixth year until the time of emi- 
gration he attended parochial schools and contin- 
ued his studies for a short time after reaching 
America. When twelve years old he began to 
work by the month on farms in the neighborhood, 
his earnings going into the family treasury. Af- 
ter the purchase of the farm in Leef Township he 
rented the place where the family had resided for 
the four preceding years and began life for him- 
self. 

April 10, 1866, Mv. Schwarz married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles Guenter, who was born in’ 
Prussia in 1800, Mrs. Schwarz was also born in 
Prussia, the date of her birth being June 21, 1842; 
she was the fourth child and only daughter in a 
family of five,and was only two years old when 
brought by her parents to the United States. Unto 
our subject and his wife have been born eleven 
children, six of whom survive. They are: John 
C., Charles M., Theodore W., Emma T., Johanna 


and Elizabeth. ben 
In religious connection Mr. and Mrs. Schwarz wo 
are identified with the Catholic Church at Grant- + em- 
fork. In politics he isa firm supporter of the old [as 
Democratic principles. Among the official posi- eee 
tions held by him may be mentioned those of pica 
School Director, in which capacity he served for com- 
ten years; School Trustee, six years; Highway , yice 
Commnissioner, three terms, and he has also been pan 
Church Trustee for many years. He is a member been 
of the Catholic Knights of America, Highland es Be 
Branch No, 378, of which he has been ‘Trustee. pulse 
and 


‘stone;~ana™is™Turmsnea™tnrougnour=with all 
the modern improvements, having its own 
heating plant, which consists of two Ideal boil- 
ers, and has an ample water supply. Nine 
teachers are employed as instructors in -this 
school, including a teacher of art, of music, 
and the superintendent, and the school, which 
has an enrollment of one hundred and ninety 
pupils, ranks among the best in Madison 
county. 

Mr. Whitelaw married, in September, 1893, 
Adeline Lightfoot, of South Dakota, and 
they are the parents of three children, namely: 
Arthur K., born February 6, 1897; Bruce, born 
January 2, 1904; and Dean, born May 16, 
1905. Fraternally Mr. Whitelaw belongs to 
Whiting Lodge No. 613, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Order of Masons; to Hammond 
Chapter, No. 117, Royal Arch Masons, of 
Hammond, Indiana; and to Hammond Com- 
mandery, No. 41, Knights Templar, of Ham- 
mond, Indiana. He is a member of the Union 
Mission church, which he was instrumental in 
having established at Wood River, and is one 

f its earnest workers. 

Joun Scuwarz. . There is no one nation 
which has contributed to the complex compo- 
sition of our American social fabric an ele- 
ment of more sterling worth or of greater 
value in fostering and supporting our national 
institutions than has Germany. The men sent 
across the Atlantic to America have proven on 
the whole men of splendid citizenship, ideal- 
ists, patriots, lovers of libertymen who have 
stood the supreme test and have been willing 


™ Centennial History of Madison County, Illinois, and Its People, 1812 to 1912—Volume 2 
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to sacrifice personal interests to the general 
good. What higher praise may be given in 
speaking of John Schwarz than to record the 
fact that he is a German-American of the best 
type. This gentleman came to Madison county 
in his boyhood, arriving in Illinois in days when 
pioneer conditions were not entirely disap- 
peared, when the cry of the wild animal might 
be heard borne on the night breeze and where 
frequently the prairie land remained unbroken. 
The young boy, wondering and delighted with 
the new land, has developed into the man of 
substance and influence, whose sons and 
daughters have gone forth to be good citizens 
in various quarters. Mr. Schwarz met fine 
fortune in his chosen vocation—agriculture— 
and he is now living retired, an honored and 
respected resident of Saline. He has held 
public trusts from time to time in most ap- 
proved fashion, having been highway com- 
missioner for sixteen years and school direc- 
tor for some time and he organized the Grant 
Fork. Mutual Telephone Company, of which 
he is president, not to mention numerous 
other helpful public enterprises with which he 
is identified. 

John Schwarz was born in Baden, Germany, 
January 22, 1842, and is the son of Matthias 
and Theresa (Kanninger) Schwarz. The 
family immigrated to this country in 1853, 
when John was a lad eleven years old. In 
marvelous contrast to the rapid ocean transit 
of today is the fact that the voyage was of 
fifty-six days’ duration. They landed in New 
Orleans, went thence to St. Louis, and from 
there to Highland, Madison county. Their 
destination had been determined before they 
left’ their'native land from the fact that the 
father’s brother, John Schwarz, resided in 
Highland. At the uncle’s home they rested 
for a week to recover from the rigors of the 
long voyage and journey then located at Ma- 
rine, where the father engaged at his trade, 
which was that of a tailor, and here he built 
the first two-story brick house erected in Ma- 
rine. There the home was made for about 
ten years. The father was industrious and 
thrifty and from his savings he was enabled 
to purchase a farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres six miles northeast of Marine. All the 
children, with the exception of the youngest 
daughter, Johanna, were born in Germany and 
their names were Peter, Theodore, Conrad, 
Katie, Emma, Margaret, Lena and John. 
These young people received their education 
in the public schools of Marine, and their 
strong young hands were well employed in 
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assisting in the many tasks to be encountered 
upon the farm. Industry and good manage- 
ment resulted in prosperity, and the family 
never regretted the step which had brought 
them to the land of the stars and stripes. 
The father passed away upon the homestead, 
and the family separated, his widow going to 
Saline to reside, making her home with her 
daughter, 

John Schwarz received his education in the 
district schools and worked out from the age 
of twelve to nineteen. He then assisted his 
father upon the home place and remained be- 
neath the home roof until his marriage in 
1866. On the toth day of April, of that year, 
he laid the foundations of a happy married 
life by his union with Elizabeth Kinder, 
daughter of Charles and Theresa Kinder, 
farmer citizens. Mrs. Schwarz was born in 
Prussia, Germany, in 1842, and was brought 
by her parents to this country at the age of 
two years, location being made near Edwards- 
ville. The Kinder family consisted of Albert, 
Joseph, George, August (who was killed by 
a stroke of lightning at the age of seven years) 
and Elizabeth (wife of the subject of this 
record). The Kinder children were schooled 
at Edwardsville. ; 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Schwarz 
began their wedded life’on a rented farm six 
‘miles north of Marine, where they lived for a 
year. In building up their fortunes and 
gathering a substance, Mrs. Schwarz proved 
an ideal helpmeet, for she possessed all the 
good qualities of the home-maker. In time 
the young couple found themselves in a posi- 
tion to purchase eighty acres of raw prairie 
land, two miles north of Saline. This had no 
improvements and no trees, and their nearest 
market was St. Louis. The subject first built 
a humble abode of two rooms and they ex- 
perienced many hardships and trials in the 
early days. Wild animals still abounded and 
conditions in many ways were still very primi- 
tive. Mr. Schwarz spent the first week in 
digging a well to obtain the necessary water 
supply. He had but one horse and had to 
borrow another to make a team when he be- 
gan his plowing. Both young people were in- 
domitable in their resolution to carve out a 
comfortable home for themselves and their 
children, and soon were able to add more land, 
first eighty acres, this increasing to one hun- 
dred and twenty and then to four hundred 
and fifty, all fine, productive land. The farm 


- now is one of the most highly improved in the 


section and one of its chief glories is its trees 


—shade and fruit—splendid groves and or- 
chards which stand today a favorable com- 
mentary on their progressiveness. 

Into the home of these admirable people were 

born eleven children, five of whom died in in- 
fancy, and the surviving six being John, 
Charles, William, Emma, Johanna and Eliza- 
beth. These young people received their edu- 
cation in the Purcell school, this being com- 
pleted in the Catholic school at Saline. By 
the best example and training they were fitted 
for good citizenship. Concerning them the fol- 
lowing data are given: John Schwarz mar- 
ried Anna Bellen, who was born in Madison 
county, February 23, 1875, a daughter of Felix 
and Barbara (Rall) Bellen. They make their 
residence on the old home place of the 
Schwarz family, which he successfully super- 
intends, Mr. Schwarz is a prominent and en- 
tetprising man and has played a praiseworthy 
part in local public affairs. For three years 
he was school director ; he acted as town clerk 
nine years and as school treasurer six years. 
He is also treasurer of the Grant Fork Mutual 
Telephone Company and director of the Min- 
eral Springs Creamery; he is a stockholder in 
the Citizens’ State Bank of Alhambra and is 
a trustee of the Catholic church of Saline. 
hey are the parents of six children, Ella, 
Anna, Melvin, Edgar, Cecilia and Laura, fine 
looking and admirable children of whom Leef 
township may well be proud. 
Charles Schwarz married Lena Gladbach, 
who was born February .1, 1874, and is a 
daughter of Christian and Minnie (Vinches- 
key) Gladbach. They are the parents of five 
children, namely: Minnie, Gertrude, Chris- 
tian, Vincent and Charlie. He is a farmer, and 
maintains his residence in Leef township. He 
is one of the directors of the Citizens State 
Bank of Alhambra. 

William Schwarz was for six years pro- 
prietor ‘of a furniture and tinware store in 
Highland, but recently sold out that concern 
and purchased one hundred and twenty acres 
niear Hope City, Arkansas, where he now re- 
sides. He married Mary Widmer and their 
three children are Elmer, Hedwig and Wil- 
fried. 

Emma Schwarz married Henry Gladbach, a 
farmer, and they reside in Chariton county, 


Missouri. Their children are John, Anton, 
Bertha, Cecilia and Magdaline. Tillie is de- 
ceased. 


Johanna Schwarz became the wife of Wil- 
liam F. Knebel, a farmer and stockman of 
Saline township, their union being celebrated 


Theresa Schwarz 80" birthday, 1892'% 
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A happy family reunion occurred at 
the home of Mrs, Haunah Leef at Grant- 
fork, Sunday. The occasion was the 
celebration of the 0th anoiversary of 
Mre. Theresa Schwarz. She is tbe 
mother of nine children, all living; 
seven were present at the celebration. 
She has 54 grandchildren and 16 


great-grandchildren, Refreshments were race i's Bll, 
served, Among those present were: ee Saar 


ae at 
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Mr. and Mrs. Casper Lauer, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Oestrich and daughter, Miss | 
Lizzie, of this city; Conrad Schwarz, of 
St. Louls; John Schwarz and family, 
Peter Schwarz and family, and Theo. 
Schwarz and family, of Grantfork; Mrs. 
Michael Arnold and Mrs, John Gladbach, 
of Missouri. Mrs. Sthwarz is in good 
health and {fs still doing considerable 
work, 


| NXNRNNKRNANI 


aud ; ~ oe ¥ Jeter “D” is to be used. 
p of divorced persons, column 11, when the ; 
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the name of the month may be used, as Jan., Apr., Dec. 


% Edwardsville Intelligencer, 26 Oct 1892 page 1 
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Theresia Schwarz burial record'” 
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Theresia Schwarz obituary, Highland 
Union, 1895 


“Theresia née Ganninger, died last week at the 
residence of her daughter, Mrs. J.H. Leef, near 
Saline. She was well liked and respected not 
only by her family but by everybody who knew 
her. 


Born in 1812 in Langenbrucken, Baden, she 
reached the ripe old age of 82 years, 2 months, 
and 24 days. In 1836, she married Mr Matthaus 
Schwarz from Mingolsheim. In 1853, she came 
with her husband and children to the US. It was 
spring when they arrived at the home of Johann 
Schwarz, Matthaus’ brother. Shortly thereafter, 
the family moved to Marine, and 9 years later 
they settled on a farm near Saline. Matthaus 
died in 1872 and Mrs. Schwarz moved back to 
Highland. Two years later she returned to 
Saline. When her daughter Johanna married J.H. 
Leef, Mrs. S. moved with them to their farm 
where she remained until her death. 


She is survived by these adult children: Mrs. 
Catherine Oestrich, Edwardsville; Mrs. Emma 


Lauer, Glen Carbon; Mrs Margeretha, Saline; Mr Conrad Sahai St Louis; Mrs. Magdalena Gladbach, New Hall, MO; Mrs. Johanna Leef, Saline, plus 55 grandchildren and 30 great 
grandchildren. The funeral was Saturday morning at the Catholic cemetery near Saline following the funeral mass at the Catholic Church there.” 


Theresia Ganninger Schwarz obituary Highland Journal, 1895" 
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™7 St Gertrude Church Records, Grantfork 1895, page 74 of 364 
®8 Highland Journal, Grantfork Column, 24 Jan 1895 


Daniel Schwarz? [124] Maria Eva Hoffman? [125] 
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He was the youngest son of Daniel Schwarz (the first) and 
Maria Anna Miller. 


He died 12 Feb 1829 at the age of 54 in Mingolsheim, which 
by then had become part of the Grand Duchy of Baden. All 
three of Daniel and Maria Eva's children that lived to 
adulthood emigrated to America, although they did so after 
both their parents had passed away. 


Mingolsheim as illustrated on *o hen a. orn 
the map at left. (If you could 

walk, it would take about 14 
hours on today’s roads.) Hatten 
is today part of France. 
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She was the middle sister of 
three. She was married twice to 
citizens of Mingolsheim, having 
at least 4 children. 


She died in 1838 in the Grand 
Duchy of Baden at the age of 66. 


Parents Daniel Schwarz [248] & Maria Anna Miller [249] Parents Johann Georg Hoffman [250] and Maria Eva Bastian [251] 
Marriage date 23 Sep 1800 in Mingolsheim 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse information Death information 

Johannes "John" George 18 Jul 1801 Francisca Lehnhard 23 Jun 1878 in Highland Illinois 
Katharina Barbara 7 Jun 1804 Johann Michael Hammer Illinois 

Mathias 25 Nov 1810 Maria Theresia Ganninger 16 Mar 1872 in Grantfork Illinois 


Daniel Schwarz baptism, 1775"? 


“In the year of Christ 1775, on the 16th of January, was born in Mingolsheim, and baptized on the same day at midday, the legitimate son of Daniel Schwartz, citizen and bricklayer in 
Mingolsheim, and his wife Maria Anna. The child was given the name Daniel. The godfather is Johannes Lang, citizen and turner in Mingolsheim.” 
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1% All records for this family provided by Ed Schwarz with translation by Wilma Hofmann, 
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Maria Eva Hoffman baptism, 1773 


“Today, on the 26th of the month of November, in the year 1773, was baptized by me, the 
undersigning: Maria Eva, daughter of Joannis Georgii (Johann Georg) Hoffman, a butcher here, 
and Maria Eva Bastian, a married couple in the parish of Hatten. The child was born on the same 
day, month, and year as mentioned above. Godfather is Joannes Michael Heyd, citizen in Hatten, 
and godmother is Eva Heyd, wife of Michael Roos, citizen in Hatten. The father and the 
godparents signed this document together with me, with the exception of the godmother who 


declared to be unable to write.” 
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The Heyd last name may indicate Johann Georg Hoffman's [250] mother’s family, as her [501] 
last name was Heyd. 
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Maria Eva’s first marriage in Bruchsal, 1798 


Maria Eva married John Michael Rudolf in 1798 in Bruchsal, which is 
about 10 kilometers from Mingolsheim. Their marriage record noted 
that John Michael and his father, Jakob Adam Rudolph, were citizens 
of Mingolsheim and John Michael had provided a letter to show he had 
permission to marry in Bruchsal. 
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However, Maria Eva and John Michael were living in Mingolsheim 
when their son, Franziscus Josephus, was born in 1799. He died in Feb 
1800 at only 11 months. 


Two months later, John Michael died at the age of 26. He and his son 
were buried in Mingolsheim and John Michael was again noted in that 
record to have been a citizen of Mingolsheim. 


Schwarz-Hoffman marriage in Mingolsheim, 1800 


Maria Eva’s first husband died in the spring of 1800, but by September, Maria Eva had remarried to Daniel. Daniel may also have been a widower. 


“No.17 In the year of Christ 1800, on the 23rd of the month of September, after three prior announcements, of which the first was on the Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Maria, the second on the 15th Sunday after Pentecost, and the third on the 16th Sunday after Pentecost, and after no impediments to the marriage were detected here, were married 
by me, Franziscus, Xaver Bender, priest here in Mingolsheim: the honorable, unmarried Daniel Schwarz, legitimate son of Daniel Schwarz, citizen in Mingolsheim, and Maria Anna 
neé Millerin, a legally married couple, the wife is deceased, and the honorable Maria Eva neé Hoffmannin, widow of the deceased Michael Rudolph, who had been a citizen in 
Mingolsheim. | asked in my parish church if those who are present would give their consent, upon which | solemnly declared the bride and groom to be married. Witnesses are: the 
honorable unmarried Leonard Ober, son of Andreas Ober, citizen in Mingolsheim, and Rocho Lang, son of Joseph Lang, a citizen in Mingolsheim. The witnesses, together with the 
bride and groom, signed this protocol.” 
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Daniel Schwarz burial, 18297 


“Daniel Schwarz, 54 years and 1 month. In the year of Christ 1829, on the 12th of the 
month of February, at 6 o’clock in the evening, after having received all the last 
sacraments, died Daniel Schwarz, 54 years and 1 month old, citizen and master tailor in 
Mingolsheim, husband of the now widowed Maria Eva Schwarz née Hofmann. 
Witnesses of his death are Kaspar Buttner & Franz Joseph Schaffer, both citizens and 
farmers in Mingolsheim. He was buried at the cemetery here on the 14th of the same 
month, at 10 0’ clock in the morning, after a last postmortem examination.” 
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Maria Eva (Hoffmann) Schwarz burial, 1838 


“Maria Eva Schwarz, 66 years of age. In the year of Christ 1838, on the 5th of November, 
at 11 o'clock midday, died here, endowed with all the last rites, and was buried on the 
7th of November at half past 10 o’clock in the morning by the undersigning here at the 
cemetery: Maria Eva Schwarz neé Hoffmann, 66 years old, widow of the deceased 
Daniel Schwarz, citizen and master tailor here. Witnesses are: Konrad Brand, day 
laborer, and Johann Michael Gobel, both citizens here. 


Mingolsheim. November 7, 1838” 
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Daniel and Maria Eva’s oldest son Johannes G Schwarz gravestone in Highland, IL, 1878 


All three of Daniel and Maria Eva's children emigrated to Illinois. This is the gravestone of Johannes Schwarz, 
Katharina Barbara and Mathias’ older brother. Johannes was a fellow member of the St Joseph's society who died at 


about the same time as Hieronymus Schtrch (see Chapter 3). 


200 Baptism, burial and marriage record information on this page is from Ed Schwarz, translated by Wilma Hofmann from the church records in Mingolsheim. 


Daniel Schwarz? [248] Maria Anna Miller® [249] 


Daniel was born 18 Apr 1729, a twin, and died 22 Nov 1774 at the age of 45. Maria Anna was born 6 Feb 1737 in Mingolsheim. During her and Daniel's entire 


Daniel was a bricklayer and citizen of Mingolsheim in the Bishopric of Speyer, and a CHIC S MINOT Sein Wiets Perl Ohne Bishopric Or epeyers 


widower when he married Maria Anna. She died 23 Mar 1784 at 46. 


Parents Johannes Paul Schwarz [496], Anna Catharina Burken [497] Parents Joannes Georg Muller [498] (1709-10 Feb 1772) and Anna Margaretha 
(Braureck?) [499], married 17 Nov 1733 


Marriage date 7 May 1770. 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Joannes 1771 Margaretha Schumann 

Joseph 1772 Magdalena Eberle 1843 

Daniel 16 Jan 1777 Maria Eva Hoffman 12 Feb 1829 


Daniel Schwarz baptism, 17292”! 
Note that Daniel is one of two twin boys. His baptism record reads: 
“On April 18, 1729 is baptized: Matthias, legitimate son of Paul Schwarz, citizen in Mingolsheim, and his wife Anna Catharina. Godfather is Matthias Gandner from Mingolsheim. 


On the same day is baptized: Daniel, legitimate son of Paul Schwarz, citizen in Mingolsheim, and his wife Anna Catharina. Godfather is Franciscus Frey, citizen in Mingolsheim. 
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201 Mingolsheim, Bad Schénborn, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg Germany. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:@BXH-MST2. All translations of this Schwarz family by Wilma Hofmann and provided by Ed Schwarz. 
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Maria Anna Muller baptism, 1738 


“Maria Anna, legitimate daughter of 
Joannes Georg Muller, citizen in 
Mingolsheim and his wife from there, 
Margaretha. Godmother: Anna Maria 
Kalterin, a widow in Mingolsheim.” 
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Schwarz-Muller marriage, 1770 


“In the year 1770, on the 7th day of the month of May, after three announcements in the church here in Mingolsheim, and after no impediments were detected were married by me, 
Joannes Phillipus, parish priest here: the honorable widower Daniel Schwartz, citizen and bricklayer in Mingolsheim, with the virtuous maiden Maria Anna, legitimate daughter of 
Joannes Georg Muller and Anna Margaretha, a legitimately married couple here. | asked in my parish church if those who are present would give their consent, upon which | 
solemnly declared the bride and groom to be married. Witnesses are: Joannes Lang, citizen and locksmith here, and Peter Goebel, citizen and master [illegible]] in Mingolsheim.” 
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Daniel Schwarz burial, 1774 


“In the year 1774, on the 22"4 of the month of November, died at the age of 45, provided with all the sacraments of the dying: Daniel Schwartz, citizen and bricklayer in Mingolsheim, 
and was buried the following day by me, Father Eadmundo, a Franciscan from the Order of (at) Heidelberg, at the cemetery in Mingolsheim.” 


Maria Anna (Miller) Schwarz burial, 1784 


“On the 22" of March, 1784, died the honorable Maria Anna Schwartzin, widow of Daniel Schwartz who had been a citizen and bricklayer in Mingolsheim. She died at the age of 46 
years and 5 weeks, after having received the last sacraments. She was buried the following day by A.D.R., a member of the Capuchin order from the monastery in Waghausel, at the 
cemetery in Mingolsheim.” 
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Johann Georg Hoffman [250] Maria Eva Bastian [251] 


Johann Georg and Maria Eva are an interesting couple given the changes happening = Maria Eva Bastian was born in Burbach, west of the Rhine, in Aug 1738. 

in their area at the time and the fact that they must have moved within their region Although she was born almost 90km from the Rhine into what is now France, 
quite a lot for the time. See the map on the next page for an illustration. that area was at the very border of the farthest west reaches of the same 
Bishopric of Speyer at the time. Her mother was from Pfaffenroth, about 10km 


Johann Georg [250] was listed in his daughter's 1769 baptism record as being a southwest of Ettlingen. 


butcher who came from Schwartzach, but a member of the parish in Ettlingen. 
She died 15 Apr 1798, about 10 years after her hometown became part of France 


Johann Georg was a member of the Catholic parish in Ettlingen. During his lifetime, during the French Revolution. 


Ettlingen was a Catholic city, but in 1771 was passed to a Protestant-controlled 
region and then back to the Grand Duchy of Baden in 1806. Her parents, Marcus and Maria Anna married 9 Jun 1732 in Burbach. They had 
the following children: Johannes Georgius (1735 or 1736), Maria Eva, Jacob 


Johann Georg’s father, referred to in this book as Johann Georg [500], was a butcher Bastian (3 Dec 1739), Joseph (20 Mar 1746), Johannes Michel (5 Jul 1758) 


in Schwarzach, about 30 kilometers from the Ostringen area but not within the 
Bishopric; it was part of the Palatinate. 


Parents Johann Georg Hoffman [500] and Elisabetha Heid or Heyd [501] Parents Marcus Bastian [502] and Maria Anna Enes [503} of Pfaffenrot 
Marriage date 1767 in Herz Jesu Catholic church, Ettlingen, Baden 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Maria Catharina Cresentia 23 Jul 1769 

Maria Eva 1173 Daniel Schwarz [124] 1838 

Maria Josepha 1783 1828 


Maria Eva Bastian’s parents Marcus and Maria Anna marriage, 17327” 


“On June 9, 1732, were married in Burbach: Marx Bastian from Burbach, and Anna Enessin from Pfaffenroth (now: Pfaffenrot). Witnesses are Thomas Wipfler from Burbach, and 
Conrad Wangnert from Pfaffenroth”. 


202 All church records for this family provided by Ed Schwarz. Translations by Wilma Hofmann. 


The Hoffman-Bastian family across the Prince-Bishopric of Speyer, 1735 


Moving clockwise around this map of the Prince-Bishopric, key towns for this family: Schwarzach is an unmarked town about halfway between Hirschhorn and Helmstatt. 
Mingolsheim is between Ostringen and Langenbriicken. Pfaffenrot doesn’t appear here as it is off the south edge of this map, about 10km past Ettlingen. Hatten is also off the edge 
of this map, about 20km to the southwest of Lauterbourg. Burbach is a small rural community near Weyer, which is on the westernmost border of the Bishopric. 
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Maria Eva Bastian baptism, 1738 


Parents: Marx [Marcus] Bastian and his wife Maria Anna, from 
Burbach. Godparents: Jakob Lorentz from Schellbronn and his 
wife Maria Eva. Date and place of baptism [month?] 10, 1738 in 

Burbach, by Pastor Hiltbrand. 
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Hoffman-Bastian marriage, 1767 


“On the 3rd of November, was married and blessed by me, Johannes Saul: Joannem Georgium (Johannes Georg), butcher in Ettlingen, legitimate son of Johann Georg Hoffmann, 
butcher in Schwarzach, and his wife Elisabetha Heidin,with Eva, legitimate daughter of Marcus Bastian and Maria Anna Enesin, married citizens in Burbach. Witnesses are 
Bartholomao (Bartholomaus) Krumm, citizen and blacksmith, and Johannes Geisle, citizen and brickmaker.” 
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Maria Eva (Bastian) Hoffman burial, 1798 


“In the year 1798, on the 15th of the month of April, died at the age of 56, provided with the sacrament of penitence, the eucharist, and external anointments: Maria Eva neé Bastian 
from Burbach, wife of Johann Georg Hoffmann, a citizen here, and was buried the following day on the parish cemetery here by the undersigning. L. Schussler, parish priest” 
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Margaretha Jonitz° [127] 


When Margaretha Jonitz was born on 27 Mar 1775, in Langenbrucken, her father, Johannes, was 49, 
and her mother, Maria Magdalena, was 34. She was baptized in Waghausel at noon that same day. 
(They must have rushed her to the monastery, as it is about 13 kilometers from Langenbrucken.) 


Johannes Ganninger? [126] 


When Johannes Ganninger was born on 30 Jan 1763, in Langenbrucken, 
Bishopric of Speyer, his father, Matthias, was 47 and his mother, Anna, 
was 39. He was baptized? by JA Schuler the day he was born. 


She married Johannes Ganninger on 21 Apr 1795 when she was 20 and he was 372. They had ten 


He died at 4PM on 21 May 1843, at the age of 80 in his hometown which 
children in 18 years, although at least 2 died in childhood. 


had become part of the Grand Duchy of Baden. Witnesses listed in his 
burial record were Heinrich Roth, coroner, and Adam Buchmuller, a 
schoolteacher. He was buried at 7AM on the morning of the 23". 


She died on 29 Jan 1850. All her children were born and died in the area except for Maria Theresia, 
who married Mathias Schwarz and moved to Illinois. 


Parents Matthias Ganninger® [252] and Anna Maria Veith? [253] Parents Johannes Marcellus Jonitz° [254] & Maria Magdalena Dickgieser® [255] 


Marriage date 21 Apr 1795 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Marzell 10 Apr 1796 Eva Catharina Dickgieser 15 Nov 1836 
Johannes Mathias 30 Oct 1797 Margaretha Ganninger?™ 14 Jun 1880 

Maria Josepha 14 Aug 1799 24 Apr 1800 
Georgius Wilhelm Valentin 13 Feb 1801 Johanna Haass 31 Oct 1835 
Gottfried 8 May 1803 8 Mar 1836 
Magdalena Francisca 20 Aug 1805 24 Jun 1820 

David 21 Feb 1808 11 Apr 1810 

Peter 28 Jul 1810 Franziska Keilbach 25 Jan 1866 

Maria Theresia* 24 Oct 1812 Mathias Schwarz, 25 Jul 1836 17 Jan 1895 in Leef, Illinois 
Katharina Barbara 24 Feb 1815 1853 


Maria Margaretha Jonitz baptism, 17752% 


“In the year 1775, on the 27th of March was baptized by me, father Thomas a Capuchin in 
Waghausel, a child that was born on the same day, month and year at around 12 o'clock 
midday. The child is the legitimate son of Joannes Jonitz and Magdalena neé Dickgiesserin, 
a married couple here and a citizen. The child was given the name Maria Margaretha. 
Godmother is the honorable Mrs. Catharina Barbara, wife of Matthias Hotz, citizen here.” 


Johannes Ganninger baptism, 17637 


“In the year 1763, on the 30th of January, was baptized by me, J.F. Schuler, parish 
priest here in the parish in Langenbrucken, a child that was born on the same day, 
month and year. The child of Matthias Ganninger and Anna Maria neé Feitin, a 
married couple and citizen here. The child was given the name Joannes. Godfathers 
are Joannes Ganninger, a citizen here, and Kaspar [-- --].” 


SAR La. Mitra 
WDE a poten. rpc. 34 


Yui? ar 2 ipa tee MXP > 


203 Baptism, burial and marriage records of this couple are from Ed Schwarz, translated by Wilma Hofmann from the church records in Langenbrucken 

204 Margaretha was a great granddaughter of Christian [504] and Anna Barbara Nonnenmacher [505] Ganninger, and so was her eventual husband Johannes Mathias, which meant she conveniently didn't have to change her last 
name when she married. 

205 | angenbriicken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q17S-XT2M 

206 | angenbriicken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF81-F26 
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207 Langenbrticken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q1VG-T83Z. 


Ganninger-Jonitz marriage, 17952” 


In the church records from Langenbrucken is the 
following documentation of their marriage: 


“Johannes Ganninger and Maria Margaretha Jonitzin in the 
month of April, in the year of Christ 1795, on the 21st of the 
month of April, after three prior announcements that were 
made in the Catholic church in front of the catholic public 
on three consecutive Sundays, the first of which was 
made on Easter Sunday, the second on White Sunday and 
the third on the second Sunday after Easter Sunday, after 
no legitimate impediments were noticed, |, Jacob Frederik 
Herger, priest here in this parish, married the honorable, 
unmarried man Johannes Ganninger, a citizen here, 
legitimate son of Mathias Ganninger, a deceased former 
citizen here, and his wife Anna Maria neé Feitinn, a 
legitimately married couple in the parish here, and the 
chaste maiden Maria Margaretha Jonitzin, legitimate 
daughter of Johannes Jonitz, a citizen here, and Maria 
Magdalena neé Dickgieserin, a legitimately married couple 
in the parish here. | asked in my parish church if those 
who are present would give their consent, upon which | 
solemnly declared the bride and groom to be married. 


Witnesses are: the honorable, unmarried man Johannes 
Jonitz, brother of the bride, and Blasio Dickgieser, 
legitimate son of Johann Adam Dickgieser. The witnesses, 
and the bride and the groom signed this document 
together with me.” 
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Johannes Ganninger’s conflict with a Bourbon from France, 17952° 


“Prince Conde, also known as Louis Joseph von Bourbon (1736-1818), was one of the first French aristocrats to flee abroad when the French 
Revolution broke out in 1789. From abroad he opposed Napoleon. The billeting of Conde's troop corps in the Speyer monastery also resulted 
in theft and mistreatment of the residents, which were recorded in the Promemoria of 1795. In addition, cases of poaching and wood theft 
are denounced in this promemoria. According to the Promemoria, 12 officers, 155 soldiers and 125 horses were quartered in Langenbrucken 
at that time. The interesting passages can be found in the "Supplement to the Promemoria" and are divided into issues raised by the 
municipalities, mostly about property damage or the failure to pay for food, as well as issues of the citizens so that the theft and 
mistreatment are put on record. 


It notes that on behalf of the community of Langenbrucken, Mayor Johann Adam Dickgieser Michenfelder, and mayor Franz Peter Becker 
state that on the orders of the commanding Colonel, Baron von Grunstein, the community had given hay, wood, food, and fuel, and that the 
soldiers had destroyed some things such as part of the town hall. There were a number of citizens that then specified their complaints, for 
example that soldiers had come in and threatened them with swords to give up their own beds for lodging, or that they'd stolen hay. Adam 
Kuhn wrote that: The Hussars Seidel and Burck lodging with him had asked him for a salad in the evening on the first day of billing, when 
he put soup and groundpears for them; he had apologized for not having such a thing, and the oil was too dear, when both soldiers had 
thrown the bowl behind the door, knocked his boy over, and took him by the chest, intending to hit him. On the idea that he was an old man, 
he saved himself from the beatings, but still had to clear his own bed with his wife and leave it to the two soldiers for the entire period.’ 


Anderweiteres 


Promemoria 


des 
Herta Firiten von Speier 
die Cinquarticrung 
des Pring-Condefhen Cruppenforps 


befonders aber 
die Hon diefen Truppen in den fliritliden Hodhitifts. 
Landen veriibten Unordnungen, Gagd+ und Holjfrevel, 
wie aud) fonftige Exyeffen betreffend, 
nebft Rorrefpondeny und Beilagen 
mit Vorbebalt 
weiters ndthig findender Nachrrage. 


Johannes Ganninger was the 6" on the list, saying: ‘Johann Ganninger: - Es sei ihm von den bei ihm einquartierten Hussaren, deren einer Stengel, und der andere Schilli geheissen, 
eine Kappe entwendet worden; Beschwerde zu fuhren habe er sich nicht unterstanden. Einer dieser beiden habe den Sabel, als er einstens nach Hause gekommen, gegen ihn 
gezogen, und ihn mit der flachen Klinge geschlagen, er habe aber aus Furcht vor weiteren MiBhandlungen desfalls keine Beschwerde gefthrt.“ [Translation: A cap had been stolen 
from him by the Hussars quartered with him, one of which was called Stengel and the other Schilli; He did not have the authority to complain. When one of these two came home, 


one of these two had drawn the saber at him and struck him with the flat blade, but for fear of further mistreatment he had made no complaint.] 


Historical context: The French Revolution Next Door 


brought Revolution to the doorstep of the small duchy of Baden. 


ed 
enero 


Mina “2~2_ y Johannes and Margaretha had to give up their own bed for soldiers defending a Bourbon who had fled to their region after 
ae X : Revolution broke out in the Kingdom of France. Louis XVI (a Bourbon monarch) was presiding over a time of economic turmoil 
= ae . and resisted any reform to the monarchy. In the easternmost part of his kingdom was a territory known as the Lower Rhine, and 
“|, Baden sat just over the Rhine river on the eastern bank. The borders of this territory have changed many times, and in this case 


On 14 Jul 1789, the Bastille in Paris was seized by a mob (supported even by some of the soldiers who were guarding it). Soon 
followed the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. One week later, the city hall in Strasbourg was scaled and pillaged 
by protesters who tore up the roof and threw the tiles down at soldiers in the streets. (Strasbourg was only 100km from Ostringen. 
It had been a free city until Louis XIV annexed it.) The next three years were a political struggle in France, with frequent attacks 
on aristocratic property that sent much of the nobility fleeing (see Prince Conde, above). European monarchs warned the French 
to keep the royal family safe, but after riots in Paris in June of 1792, the republic of France was proclaimed on 22 Sep 1792. In 
January 1793, Louis XVI was executed, and in October, Marie Antoinette. In December, Strasbourg’s mayor was also guillotined. 


On the Ganningers’ side of the river meanwhile, there was not a unified country. There were hundreds of political entities like 
kingdoms, duchies, grand duchies (like Baden), bishoprics (like Speyer), and others. By transforming the French kingdom into a 
constitutional state, the Revolution caused a lot of excitement and anxiety for people and rulers of these entities. According to 
Encyclopedia Britannica, “Most German intellectuals were at first in sympathy with the new order in France, hoping that the defeat 
of royal absolutism in western Europe would lead to its decline in central Europe as well. The princes, on the other hand, were 
from the outset fearful of the Revolution, which they regarded as a serious danger, for the example of unpunished insubordination 
by the French might encourage demands for reform among the Germans.” For the following decade, European aristocrats formed 
any number of alliances to try to prevent the spread of the revolution—but the Republic had been established. 


In fact, in 1792, French troops took the ‘Left Bank of the Rhine’, including the major city of Strasbourg, and controlled what had 
been mostly German lands for the next 20 years. From its seat of government in Paris, France introduced radical reforms— 
abolishing feudal privileges and historical taxes. This meant that the French border and all its revolutionary new ideas were now 
only a short distance, about 20 km, away from Ostringen. The region would continue to be disputed over the coming years. In 1815, 
the area was occupied by troops from Baden, then annexed by Germany in 1871, then became French again in 1919. 


Sources: Map showing Baden before and since the French Revolution, Velhagen & Klasing, c. 1895. Johann Hans, “The Day of 21 July 1789; Scaling and Pillaging of the Hotel de Ville in Strasbourg,” LIBERTY, EQUALITY, 


FRATERNITY: EXPLORING THE FRENCH REVOUTION, https://revolution.chnm.org/d/5. 


208 This information about an incident recorded in Langenbriicken Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (BSB) und Miinchener Digitalisierungszentrum (MDZ) from http://www.matthiasganninger.de/promemoria-1795/ 
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209 | angenbriicken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q16T-WT6Z 


Johannes Ganninger burial, 18432 


“In the year 1843, on the 23rd of May, at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, died and was buried this morning at 7 o'clock: Johan 
Ganninger, 80 years old, citizen and farmer here, husband of 
Maria Margaretha Jonitz. Witnesses were: Heinrich Roth, 
coroner, and Adam Buchmitller, schoolteacher here. - 
Langenbrucken, May 24, 1843" 


Anna Margaretha Jonitz Ganninger burial, 18507 


“In the year 1850, on the 29th of January at 10 o’clock in the 
morning, Anna Margaretha Ganninger nee Jonitz, 75 years of 
age, widow of the citizen and farmer here Johann Ganninger. 


Witnesses: Coroner Heinrich Roth, and Matthias Schwarz, 
citizen and master tailor here.” 


Note that witness Matthias Schwarz was her son in law. 


210 Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe 390 Nr. 655, Bild 637, http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-1118751-637, the research on this generation of the family was done by Matthias Ganninger, his website here 


http://www.matthiasganninger.de/1839-1869/. Translation by Wilma Hofmann, provided by Ed Schwarz. 
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Matthias Ganninger® [252] Anna Maria Veit? [253] 


Matthias was born 21 Nov 1715 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer. Anna Maria Veit, sometimes spelled Veith, was born on 18 Nov 1723 in Langenbrucken.’" It’s not clear 


Matthias and Anna Maria had 9 children, all in Langenbricken, when she died, although her last child was born in 1765, and she died before her husband. 


although 3 daughters died in childhood.*" Two of his children married Anna Maria's father, Leonhard, was born in 1681 and married Eva Barbara on 29 Jan 1715 in 
Jonitzes. He died a widower on Christmas Day, 1793 at the age of 78. Langenbrucken. They had four children: Joannes, Marcus, Anna Maria [253], and a second Marcus, but 


Both Matthias’ and his wife’s mothers had the surname al’ died as'intants except Anne Maria. 


Nonnenmacher, although they don’t appear to be immediately related. | Anna Maria’s maternal grandparents were Johannes Jakob Nonnenmacher [1014] who died 7 Oct 1712, 
and a Maria Eva [1015], who was born around 1693 in Morbach. She died 2 Apr 1755 in Langenbrticken?¥ 


Parents Christian Ganninger® [504] and Anna Barbara Parents Leonhard Veit [506] and Eva Barbara Nonnenmacher [507] of Langenbrticken”™ 


Nonnenmacher? [505] 
Marriage date 9 Feb 1745 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Margaretha 1748 4 Jul 1750 

Johannes Peter 23 Mar 1749 24 Jan 1827 in Langenbrucken 
Margaretha 17 Aug 1751 16 Feb 1773 Johannes Oswald Ziegelmeyer 25 Mar 1784 in Langenbrucken 
Maria Anna Catharina 25 Jul 1754 21 Apr 1799 with Johannes Martin Jonitz 3 Dec 1807 in Langenbruicken 
Eva Barbara 1 Apr 1756 Georg Michael DickgieBer in Langenbrucken 30 Jan 1805 

Anna Maria 15 Feb 1758 20 Jan 1762 in Langenbrucken 
Franz August 28 Aug 1760 25 Feb 1791 with Margaretha Bellm 29 May 1842 in Langenbrucken 
Johannes 30 Jan 1763 21 Apr 1795 with Maria Margaretha Jonitz 21 May 1843 in Langenbricken 
Maria Eva Catharina 22 Sep 1765 23 Sep 1765 


7 ." ae : Leonhard Veit and Eva Barbara Nonnenmacher 
i Bi Pe we pps Pee A heFE ss fa? -) { Py oe J marriage, 29 Jan 1715 
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Mathias Ganninger baptism, 1715 | i 


His godparents were Matthis Stiell and Gertrudis 
Dungel.2 ; 


1 Biographical data on these two from Matthias Ganninger website, where sources are from IGI and others http://www.matthiasganninger.de/mathias-ganier/ 

22 _angenbriicken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. 

213 http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-2.jpg 

214 Internationaler Genealogischer Index, from Matthias Ganninger website 

215 Langenbrucken church records, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. All church records for this family were translated by Wilma Hofmann and provided by Ed Schwarz. 


Anna Maria Veit baptism, 1723 


“Born and baptized on the 18" of October: Anna Maria, legitimate daughter of Leonard Veit and Eva Barbara née Nonnemacherin. Godmother: Anna Maria Haassin.” 


Ganninger-Veit marriage, 1745 


“On the 9'" of February were married in front of the members of the church parish, the unmarried honorable Mathaus Ganninger, and the chaste Anna Maria Veithin, both from here. 
Witnesses were Johann Adam Jekaller and Andreas Knebel.” 


Eva Barbara (Nonnenmacher) Veit burial, 1755 


Anna Maria's mother Eva Barbara died ten years after Mathias and Anna Maria’s marriage. 
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Mathias Ganninger burial, 1793 


“In the year 1793, on the 25th of December, died Mathias Ganninger, citizen here, widower. He died after having received all the holy sacraments, the eucharist. His age was 78 years 
and 1 month. He was buried by me on the following day at the cemetery of this parish here, Langenbrucken. Witness was: Jacob Friedrich Herger, citizen in Langenbrucken.” 
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Johann Marcel Jonitz°® [254] Maria Magdalena Dickgieser® [255] 


When Johannes Marcellus Jonitz was born on 29 Apr 1725 in Maria Magdalena Dickgieser was born on 23 Jun 1740. She may have had one older sister, Maria 
Langenbricken”", his father, Christoph Stephan, was 54 and his Eva. She married Johannes when she was 19; witnesses were Antonius Bopel and Georgius 
mother, Anna Barbara, was 35. Dickgieser, the priest was J.A. SchuBler. All her children were born in Langenbrucken. 

He died a widower on 13 Nov 1803, at 78, the same year his town’s She died 28 Jun 1796 at the age of 56. 


government was secularized and became part of Baden. 


Parents Christoph Stephan [508] (1671-1755), Anna Barbara Seuff [509] = Parents Lorenz Dickgieser [510] and Margaretha Klein [511] 
Marriage 23 Jul 1759 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Catharina Barbara 15 Jun 1760 1838 
Joannes Martinus 22 May 1762 Catharina Barbara Kuhn 1830 
Joannes Marcellus 9 Jan 1765 Anna Margaretha Haeffner 

Joannes 22 Jul 1767 Margaretha Ringshauser 

Madalena 18 Mar 1770 Joannis Wilhelmi Fischer 1814 
Matthaeus 15 Oct 1772 1774 

Maria Margaretha 27 Mar 1775 Johannes Ganninger 1850 
Bartholomaeus 13 Aug 1779 Katharina Barbara Haefner 6 Nov 1834 
Maria Barbara 2 May 1782 Joanne Keilbach 18 Dec 1839 


Johann Marcel Jonitz 
baptism, 17252” 


gamn ep ¥i : at “Baptized on April the 30 and born 
. $ 4 at, tA the day previously was: Joannes, 
A . S legitimate son of Christoph 
wmhS Cevarhe M7] GH Si (2A, Stephan Jonitz and his wife 
" A Barbara nee Seuffin. 
9 Ley ; oyu / , rsa Godfather: Joannes Schmidt.” 
/ e } ‘A ‘ j - 


Maria Magdalena Dickgieser 


;  -uae . 4 bide yc te Saas baptism, 1740 
+ 
f 2; & f. fe« 38s “On June 23 was baptized and had 
i yy 5 fy) puis HATA te “a stferw wee: - — been born the same day: Maria 
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Magdalena Dickgiesserin. Parents: 
Laurentz Dickgiesser and 
Margaretha, his wife. 


fon a ba. 
Neg ralerie 


WLis 
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Godmother: Maria Magdalena 
Aichstatterin.” 


26 "Deutschland Geburten und Taufen, 1558-1898" https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N535-WMx), Christophori Jonitz in entry for Joannes Jonitz, 1725. 
217 All Langenbriicken church record information for this family provided by Ed Schwarz. Translations for this family by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Jonitz-Dickgieser marriage, 1759 


When Johann and Maria Magdalena married, he was 34 and she was 19. This 
marriage record indicates that he was a widower, although the record for his 
first marriage has not yet been found. 


“In the year of Christ 1759, on the 23rd of July, after three prior announcements 
that were made on three consecutive Sundays, the first of which was on the 5th, 
the second on the 6th, and the third on the 7th Sunday after Pentecost, and after 
no legitimate impediments were noticed, |, J.A. Schussler, priest of the church 
parish here, married: the honorable widower Joannes Jonitz, citizen in 
Langenbrucken, and the virtuous maiden Magdalena, legitimate daughter of 
Laurentius Dickgiser, citizen in Langenbrucken. | asked in my parish church if 
those who are present would give their consent, upon which | solemnly declared 
the bride and groom to be married. 


Witnesses are: the honorable, unmarried man Antonius Bopel, and Georgius 
Dickgieser, citizen in Langenbrucken.” 


Johann Marcel Jonitz burial, 1803 


“Joannes Jonitz, widower. In the year 1803, on the 13th day of the month of November, died Joannes Jonitz, widower and citizen here. He is strengthened by the sacraments of 
penance and Eucharist and the external anointing. He died at the age of 78 years, 6 months, and 14 days. He was buried by me, the undersigning priest, at the church cemetery in 
Langenbrucken, on the 14th of this month at 9 o'clock in the morning.” 
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Maria Magdalena (Dickgieser) Jonitz burial, 1796 


“Maria Magdalena Jonitzin, 56 years old. In the year 1796, on the 28th of the month of June, died Maria Magdalena Jonitzin neé Dickgieserinn, legitimate wife of Joannis Jonitz, a 
citizen here, at the age of 56. She was buried with all sacraments of penance and Eucharist the following day at the church cemetery of the parish of Langenbrucken, as attested by 
Fridericus Herger, priest here in Langenbrucken, and was buried by priest Friedericus Herger.” 
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Johannes Paul Schwarz? [496] Anna Catharina Birken [497] 


Johannes Paul, was born 16 Jan 1703 and died 1 Mar 1754 in Mingolsheim where he Anna Catharina’s father, Casper, Is listed in church records as having been a 
had been a citizen and bricklayer. He was buried the following day by J. Adam Swiss citizen from Hochdorf, a city in Switzerland near Luzern. 
Weinrich, pastor. 


Parents Daniel Schwarz [992] (1690) and Barbara Hamb (1680) [993] Parents Caspar Burken [994] 

Marriage date 23 Jan 1725 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Michael Franciscus 1726 

Daniel 1729 Maria Anna Miller 1774 

Matthias 1729 

Anna Catharina 1732 

Maria Catharina 1733 


Anna Catharina Birken, potential baptism record, 11 May 169578 


Anna Catharina’s father Caspar was clearly recorded here as being a citizen of Hochdorf, a city in Helvetia, 
now Switzerland. This is remarkable given the distance between Mingolsheim and Hochdorf—about 270km or 
167 miles. Although he was indeed recorded as being from Helvetia, it’s unclear if Anna Catharina was born 
there or if Caspar traveled alone to Mingolsheim before starting his family. No records were found of her 
birth in Mingolsheim. A review of the baptism records in Hochdorf for a Caspar, father of Anna or Catharina, 
during the time period before Anna Catharina’s marriage yields this baptism record. Caspar's last name is 
Burkli, which is not an exact match but ‘li’ is a very Swiss word ending and | could see how this could be 
changed in Mingolsheim, which used a different dialect. This Catharina would have been about 30 when 
marrying JP, so it also seems she would have been marrying a bit older than the norms at the time but still 
possible. 


PFARRARCHIV HOCHDORE lor Gin, 
iz jc \7 (osa] | eee 


4 | Sm “y; Samu (Ip cy e 
af + 3 pefhy & ee At hela faust 
Schwarz-Birken marriage, 17252” | Kes i ae Cory "i oy bi a> 
ia He Lh thea Be an ; 
“January 23. After three prior announcements were married: the honorable unmarried Paulus Schwarz, : ae 99 a, Goaat forab faiioa | 
asus . age. . : ‘ . . wpe OS a 5 
legitimate son of Daniel Schwarz, citizen in Mingolsheim with the honorable maiden Anna Catharina, pat veich hee tae Se 
legitimate daughter of Caspar Burcken, citizen in Hochdorf in Helvetia. Witnesses are Matthaus Gandner and § Og. fl dened 
Johannes Schwarz, citizen in Mingolsheim.” d Ve (othe can Hi laa gee 
Pa ‘ 4 if nde é _ 
deni fe hat. pho 8 ‘iucdla g 
| 2 Be a Ane 
7 . sy * . ; aq 
" . . ‘ . ‘ . ' sca 4 fa wit - EN I te ae Se P 
, : oh nts Gdeagys is 24 pei j 
, > J . P ‘. s ote wei, SF Se: slice 
; . , , , - ; Ba Cuan. na. Be 
on ‘ . a oA ire xy. ae re file nr Hicsaer- 
‘ ‘ f TAM me Fees - | Joteghy Wales 
 & | se 
‘ 
be 4 . ; » ‘ . 
/ if “3 
, 7 4 } 
. 5 . o / . J : 
: / - P j . 
‘ ; ¢ , ‘4 : 3 
‘) 1 
d — ms ce 2 . ‘ a ; ’ > 2 ° ._* Sta = Bod a i pis = 


218 https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66V9-Y3RC 
2 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:@BFP-W62M Paulus Schwarz and Anna Catharina, Jan 1725; Marriage, Mingolsheim, Bad Schénborn, Karlsruhe, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


Christian Ganninger?® [504] 


Christian Ganier or Ganninger was born to Adrian and Dorothea. His oldest 


brother became a priest and his younger sister also married a Nonnenmacher. 


Christian’s twenties marked the coldest part of the so-called Little Ice Age, 
during which harvests failed and famines hit Europe for several years. 22° 


He was born 28 Oct 1678 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer, and died a 
widower 6 Jun 1761 in Langenbrucken at the age of 87. 


Parents Adrian [1008] and Dorothea [1009] 
Marriage date 29 May 1702 


Children”! 

Name Birth information 
Johannes Wilhelm 19 Sep 1704 
Johannes Michael 11 Feb 1707 
Christoph 21 May 1709 
Johannes Adam Aug 1711 
Maria Margaretha 17 Nov 1713 
Mathias 21 Nov 1715 
Johanna Elisabetha 14 Jun 1718 
Gertrud 6 Sep 1720 
Johannes 4 Apr 1723 


Christian Ganninger burial, 176172 


Anna Barbara Nonnenmacher? [505] 
Died (2 Apr 1755?). She and Christian had nine children. 


Their first son only lived about 60 years but married four times: 17 Aug 1727 with Maria 
Barbara Speckert, widow of Daniel Woll; 1738 with Maria Cleophe; 27 Feb 1739 Johanna 
Kreilig; and 22 May 1764 Anna Maria Harlacher, widow of Jacob Werner from Ubstadt. 


Their next 2 sons died young, both in the summer of 1713, and then their next son died as an 


infant a month later in 1713. 


Parents May be Michel Nonnenmacher [1010] and Barbara Reblen [1011] 


Spouse name and marriage date 
(4 marriages, see above) 


17 Feb 1738 Johann Steinhauser in Rot 
Anna Maria Veit 

20 Jun 1741 with Franz Eyser from Ubstadt 
12 July 1746 with Valentin Woll 

14 May 1748 with Anna Eva Stohr 


Death information 
25 Jun 1767 

24 Jul 1713 

6 Jul 1713 

11 Aug 1713 

1 Mar 1801 in Rot, DE 
25 Dec 1793 


15 Jan 1775 
16 Feb 1794 


“In the year 1761, on the 6th of June, died Christian Ganninger, a citizen in Langenbruicken, widower of Barbara neé Nonnemacherin, at the age of 87. Protected by the sacraments of 
penance, Eucharist and with external anointing, he was buried on the following day of this month and year by me, the undersigning, at the church cemetery in Langenbrucken. J.A. 


Schussler, priest here.” 


} 
: 
' 


220 Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Little Ice Age’ https://www.britannica.com/science/Little-lce-Age 
221 This information came from Matthias Ganninger’s research. 
222 Church records provided by Ed Schwarz. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Christoph Stephan Jonitz° [508] Anna Barbara Seuff? [509] 

Christoph Stephan Jonitz was born in 1671. He married Anna Barbara Seiffer or Seuff was born around 1666.7 Given that this couple would have been in their forties at 

Anna Barbara Seiffert (Seuff) on 20 May 1713, in _ the time of their marriage, | wonder if this was a second marriage. The fact that they still had 5 children together 

Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer. He died on 24 Mar would make me doubt the accuracy of these dates, but both of them did have their age at burial in the records— 

1755, paevIng lived a long life of 84 years. Anna Barbara died on 17 Feb 1753, at the our of 87, so iP this was eee avery unusually long-lived couple.24 
zz ane ee Oo =a ew —— = = ee ae 

Parents DAKAeWE: paraais Barbara [1019] (1649- 7 hae 1129) and Michael Seuft [1018] (1640- 29 Oct 1726) 

Marriage date 20 May 17137 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Johann Christopher 24 Mar 1714 Christini Weick 1778 

Maria Barbara 10 Nov 1716 Joannis Jacobi Haasis 

Johann Georg 6 Nov 1718 1735 

Maria Elisabetha 7 Jun 1721 

Johannes Marzell 29 Apr 1725 Maria Magdalena Dickgieser 13 Nov 1803 
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The Prince-Bishopric of 
Speyer, circa 17007 


‘Eveche de Spire’ in French. 


Note ‘Brufal’ (Bruchsal) in the 
bottom right corner, with 
Ostringen at the far right border 
of Speyer. 


223 Matthias Ganninger notes her parents and birthdate (~1691) and that she was from Waldarungen, but this doesn’t match burial records that say she was 87. http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-2.jpg 


224 _ angenbrucken church records, Erzbischdfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:017Q-69PZ 
225 | angenbrucken church records, Erzbischdfliches Archiv Freiburg, Germany. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J4YC-XD8 


226 The Prince-Bishoprics of Worms ("Eveché de Worms") and Speyer ("Eveché de Spire") and surrounding area c. 1705. Cropped from a map of Nicholas de Fer titled Electorat et Palatinat du Rhin 


Lorenz Dickgieser® [510] Margaretha Klein? [511] 


Lorenz was born in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer in 1711.27 Margaretha was born in Langenbricken 5 Apr 1710.27 
His parents had around ten children although perhaps only Lorenz and his sisters She died 23 Jun 1785 (almost exactly three years after her husband) at the age of 
(Sybilla and Catharina) lived to adulthood. He died 22 Jun 1782 at the age of 74. 66. 


Parents Johannes Nicolaus [1019] (1685-1735) and Anna Barbara Maus [1020] (1684-1755) Parents Wilhelm Klein [1021] (1678-1752) and Anna Maria Mayer [1022] (1676-1764) 
Marriage date 26 Feb 1737 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Maria Eva ] Jul 1738 24 Sep 1738 
Nicolaus 21 May 1739 

Maria Magdalena 23 Jun 1740 Johannes Jonitz 1759 28 Jun 1796 
Joanne Adamo 24 Apr 1743 1773, Eva Catharina Woll 

Johannes ] May 1746 1769, Catharina Barbara Nonnenmacher 4 Feb 1795 


Dickgieser-Klein marriage, 1737 


“On February 5 were married in the face of the church: the honorable unmarried Laurentius Dickgieser, and the chaste maiden Margaretha Klein, daughter of Wilhelm Klein, a 
citizen here. Witnesses were Andreas ... and Georgius Adamus Rudolff.” 


“el 1 had Margaretha Klein burial, 1785 


; “In the year 1785, on the 23rd of the month of June, died Margaretha neé 

Ws : na Ke og. fe Eater” ate ~ ‘ea Kleinin, widow of the deceased Laurenty Dickgieser, a citizen in 
AINA Cy fb 3CbR APG 6 Langenbrtcken, after having received communion with the sacraments, the 
Eucharist, and external anointing, at the age of 75, and was buried the 

following day by me, the parish priest at the church cemetery in 

Langenbrtcken, in the presence of the witness named below. 


; f tO4bok. Serenus Schell, priest from Wayhausen.” 
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227 http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-2.jpg 
228 Baptism, burial and marriage records of this couple were provided Ed Schwarz, translated by Wilma Hofmann from the church records in Langenbruicken 
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Adrian Ganier® [1008] Dorothea Cordier? [1009] 


Adrian Ganier?”’ died around 1693 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Adrian and Dorothea were both born before 1640, possibly in Hanfgarten, (‘hemp garden’, by the 
Speyer.”°. way) Lorraine or nearby.”3! Hanfgarten as a village no longer exists but was quite far, near 
Bibiche, about 190km from Langenbrucken. Dorothea died in 1711. 


Parents Unknown Parents Unknown 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Johannes 27 Aug 1661 priest in Meckenheim until 1719, unmarried 1719 

Catharina 1676 Hans Adam Seiffert 

Christian 28 Oct 1678 Anna Barbara Nonnenmacher 6 Jun 1761 
Barbara 3 Jan 1685 Ottman Weick 

Johanna Eva Margaretha 18 Jun 1687 Hans Klein 

Jacoba Hans Michael Nonnenmacher 


The minutes of the Speyer court, 1715 


Descendant Matthias Ganninger wrote: “The minutes of the Speyer court council from January 28, 1715 indicate that the Cordiers and the Ganiers, if the Ganier heirs were meant, 
must have immigrated from the same place at the same time. 


In the minutes it was recorded that the Cordier and Ganier heirs from Langenbrucken ask for confirmation that they are descended from Bartholomeus Cordier from Hanfgarten in 
Lorraine. The place no longer exists today, but we know that it must be in Lorraine in today's Moselle department between Rodlach and La Croix near Bibich. It is unknown whether 
the request of the supplicant was fulfilled. 


The fact that the Cordier and the Gannier ask for confirmation of the descent of Bartholomeus Cordier is an indication that Dorothea Ganier, the wife of Adrian Gannier, who died in 
1693, could be a born Cordier. The fact that Johanna Eva Margaretha Cordier, the daughter of Johann Christoph Cordier, was godmother when Johanna Eva Margaretha Ganier was 
baptized in 1687 also suggests a relationship. In the year 1715 Christian Ganier and possibly Johannes Gannier, who was pastor in 
Meckenheim, had an appointment in Speyer with the court councilor. Christoph Joseph Cordier and Johann Nikolaus Cordier were 
probably there for the Cordiers. That would mean that Adrian Gannier and Johann Christoph Cordier came to Langenbrucken together. — 
Dorothea would therefore be the sister of Johann Christoph Cordier and both probably children of Bartholomeus Cordier from \ ~ sai } 
Hanfgarten. 


¥ + 1 af 


Reading and interpreting these minutes is a difficult task for laypeople, as many Latin expressions have been mixed up with German 
sentences, some words have certainly been misspelled and, above all, the language at this time is quite different from today.””” 


The estate file of Adrian Ganniger, 1711 5 es 3 ; : “7 a ta > A> ‘ ; 


is; 


This summary of the inheritance documents gives us background information on the Ganier/Cordier family.?°° dips Pape 


“The estate file of February 23, 1711 shows that Adrian Ganier had died 18 years earlier. Since 1693, his wife Dorothea has run the 
household alone and administered the inheritance. 


According to the file, she died four weeks before the inheritance was divided, so her death can be dated to mid-January 1711. Six 
children are named as heirs, including Johannes Ganier, pastor at Meckenheim. All of Adrian's children were grown up and married. 


Besides Christian Ganier, Adrian's other son, who also had offspring himself, Barbara, Catharina, Jacoba and Margretha are named. : 
There are entries for Barbara and Magretha in the Langenbrucken baptismal register. Barbara was then born in 1685 and Margretha is LP Mid ep ae Ve ap 
recorded there under the name Joanna Eva Margaretha in 1687. ; alps: | * 


With the help of these files and the entries in the baptismal register from 1660 onwards, what was probably the first Ganier family in : SENIOR Se sitet oid 
Langenbrucken can be reconstructed. There are no entries for Catharina and Jacoba. They were probably born between 1661 and 1678. 


The estate file consists of 33 pages. Goods such as vineyards, fields, etc. are inherited. But tools and clothing are also shared among 
the heirs.” 


229 ALL of the biographical data in this section on Adrian and Dorothea is from Matthias Ganninger. 

230 The estate file of February 23, 1711 (GLA Karlsruhe Bestand 255 Zugang 1932-6 Akte 51) 

231 GLA Karlsruhe 51 11578 

232 Das Protokoll by Matthias Ganninger, http://www.matthiasganninger.de/das-protokoll/ 

233 Die Nachlassakte by Matthias Ganninger http://www.matthiasganninger.de/die-nachlassakte/ GLA Karlsruhe Bestand 255 Zugang 1932-6 Akte 51 
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Lena M BELLM [13] © 


Federer-Bellm Family Part 1 


____ William FEDERER 
[24] 


0} 


'— Rosa HOTZ™ [25] ©} 


____ Matthias 
Johann Georg | = FORDERER [1536] 
FORDERER [768] - na Barbara 
xs / ROTHERMEL [1537] 
___ Tobias FORDERER | 
[384] 
Johann Georg 
HEIM [1538] 
Magdalena 
——_PeterAdam | SCHWARZ [1539] 
FORDERER [192] 
Peter Ada Adam SCHRODT 
SCHRODT [770] [1540] 
Anna Maria 
SCHRODT [385] _____ Matthias 
Anna Katharina ol da pone [1536] 
FORDERER [771] | nna Barbara 
~~ ROTHERMEL [1537] 
Nikolaus HAMMER 
Johann Adam [772] 
—— Nikolaus HAMMER _— SIRE 
[386] Elisabetha WAAS | 
73] | _ Anna KATHARINA 
[1547] 
Antonius * ___ Joannis Hermanni 
FORDERER [96] | ier tae . [1548] 
|___ Maria Antonetta Mariae 
Maria Eva | NELECKE [387] ow 
HAMMER [193] Eva Barbara | 
LEMMERICH [775] 
Maria Anna Johannes Johannes |__.__ Jaman Jace 
HARTLIEB 97] HARTLIEB [194] HARTLIEB [388] CEMERER om 
__—s Wilhelm Maria Magdalena = a4 = 
FEDERER™ [48] KLEIN [195] 
Johannes E. 
Johan Melchior TRAUTNER [392] Johann Adam 
TRAUTNER [196] Elisabeth OBERMAYER [786] 
teh OBERMAYER [393] Katharina 
ohannes 
TRAUTNER [98] — OBERMAYER [787] 
Kathrina Katharina BATZLER [394] 
— Juliana BATZLER 
TRAUTNER™ [49] | Barhara SCHMITT 0971 =e 
99 nna Barbara 
Pal WIDEMANN [395] 
Johannes Martin 
HOTZ [200] 
Martin HOTZ [100] Jacobi VELLHAUER 
Maria Magdelena z= [816] 
____ Johann George VOGEL [201] 
HOTZ [50] | Anna Margaretha 
Anna Maria Johannes Jakob FELLHAUER [817] 
LEILING [101] LEILING [202] Johannes H. | 
FELLHAUER [408] Bartholomaus 
Johann H. ANSELM [818] 
FELLHAUER [204] Anna Catharina 
Anna Barbara sat SAUER [819] 
ANSELM [409] 
___ Johannes. J.Q. KLEINLAGEL 
FELLHAUER [102] [820] 
Johannes Adam a Maria Anna Samuel RUDOLF 
Kunigunda KLEINLAGEL [410] RUDOLF [821] [1642] 
~ FELLHAUER [Si] | |__ Anna Catharina 
KLEINLAGEL [205] Martin WALTHER 
Catharina Maria Magdalena [822] 
| Barbara Johannes Anton WALTHER [411] ANNA MARIA RUFF 
ESSENPREIS [103] ESSENPREIS [206] [823] 


Hans FORDERER 
[3072] 


Anna APPEL 


[3073] o— Cla APPEL [6146] 


Bartholomaus 
t———_ ROTHERMEL 
[3074] 


| _ Anna ROTHERMEL 
[3075] 


Wolfgang Wilhelm 
WEIS [3092] 


Anna BENDER 
[3093] 


Hans Dietrich 
LEMMERICH [3100] 


Eva HAMANN 
[3101] 


William Federer [12] 


William Federer was born 
on 7 Jan 1881 in Grantfork, 
Illinois, at the Federer home 
on John Street, west of the 
Federer blacksmith shop 
which faced John Street. 


William was living with his 
youngest daughter 
Gertrude, and there was 
something wrong with the 
roof of their chicken house, 
so he went up to fix it, fell, 
and broke his back. 


Delores Geiger remembers 
that may have caused him 
to get pneumonia or 
something following, 
because the accident 
appears to have been in 
June and he passed away in 
July at the age of 73. 


In 1940, he lists his 
profession as ‘street 
commissioner.’ He was also 
a constable for the city of 
Marine.2°4 


He died on 18 Jul 1954 in St Luke’s Hospital in Saint Louis, Missouri, after falling off 


the roof of a chicken coop. 


Lena Maria Bellm [13] 


, FS 


When Lena Maria Bellm was 

born on 14 Nov 1880, in Leef, 

Illinois, her father, Felix, was 
4O, and her mother, Barbara, 
was 34. Her father died when 
she was 19. 


She married William Federer 
in 1905. They had 3 children 
during their marriage: Wilbur, 
Norma, and Gertrude. 


She was often ill in her final 
years of life—she was in the 
hospital across from her 
granddaughter Delores’ 
school, so after school 
Delores could go check on 
how Lena was doing.”° 


She died on 14 May 194], at the 
age of 60, about 6 months 
after her 94-year-old mother. 
Lena was buried in Marine, 
Illinois. 


Parents William Federer [24] and Rosa Hotz™ [25] 
Marriage date 16 Feb 1905 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Wilbur Felix 2 Oct 1909 
Norma Ann 30 Jun 1912 
Gertrude Ida 16 Jan 1916 


William and Lena go to the theater with their siblings, 19047°° 


William Leef, Miss Mary Federer, 
William Federer, Miss Lena Bellm, 
George Federer and Miss Ida Kalten- 
bacher attended the theater at Highland 
Sunday night 


oe 


234 Delores Geiger told me these personal details in December 2019 
35 Delores Geiger told me these personal details in December 2019 
236 Grantfork section, Highland Journal 24 Nov 1904 


Parents Felix Bellm* [26] and Barbara Rall [27] 


Spouse name and marriage date 


17 Feb 1931 Estella M Frisse 
28 May 1938 Oliver Jacober 


20 May 1939 Wilbur Benjamin Messmer 


Death information 

Tl Jan 1984 in Highland 

15 Nov 2002 in Glen Carbon 
7 July 2009 in Glen Carbon 


24) 


TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


J.—POPULATION. 


State Pe lee 


County ———.... <2 


Township or other division of county. atodhigs Ariana 


SCHEDULE No. 


q—224, 


[insert tame of township, Zown, procinct, duuict, or other vil division, aa tho caso may ba. Avelawractons] 


. Name of ineorporated city, town, or village, within the above-named division, 


Name of Institution, 


Enumeration District No. 22 


LS. 


ih 3 


Supervisor's District No. LA. Sheet No. 


FORK iF 


Enumerated by me on the ——2£——------—- day of June, 1900, 


LOCATION. NAME RELATION, 


PERSONAL DESCRIPTION. 


of each person whose lace of 
abode on June 1, 1900, 


Relationship of exc, 
the head 
orthe family. 


DAVE OF 
BIRTH. 


Month, | Yea 


z 


Place of hirth of each pers 


“if 
Ht Foax 


NATIVITY. 
at and parents 


namarted. If bom tn the Cited 


Suey give the Sais or Torlary? iff fokign bist, bive the Conary 


‘Flace of birth of this 
‘EESON, 


Place of birth of Faruen 
‘of this person, 


Place of birth of Morurn 
of this person. 


+ Ward of city,» 


Daud 


EDUCATION. OWNERSHIP OF HOME. 


& 
= 


3 
z 
£ 


37 From the History of Madison County 
38 Edwardsville Intelligencer, 29 Jan 1916 


William Federer, 1900 US Census 


William was living and working as a laborer on 
the farm of his relative, 65-year-old Nicholas 
Trautner. 


Nicholas was the son of Bernhard and 
Margaret (Webber) Trautner, born in Baden. 
Bernhard was the older brother of William's 
grandmother, Kathrina Trautner, so Nicholas 
was the son of William's great uncle. 


Nicholas married a Swiss woman from 
Graubunden, Anna Accola, and they lived on an 
80-acre farm one mile west of Saline, in a log 
cabin house. With the help of his wife, they 
added to their acreage until they owned 740 
acres, as well as 240 acres in Missouri. They 
had six children, including Maggie and 
Josephine (and her husband Charlie) who are 
listed on this census. Charlie managed the 
farm. Anna Trautner died in 1879.27’ A sister of 
Anna is living on the farm on this census 
record and mistakenly states that she is from 
Germany—but this may be because it also 
states she does not speak English. 


Nicholas was also an active Republican voter, 
noted in the History of Madison County as doing 
‘all in his power to advance the party of Lincoln, 
McKinley, and Taft.’ 


Nicholas Trautner obituary, 19167°° 


HIGHLAND. 1 
Nicholas Trautner, one of the best | 
known residents of Grantfork, died at 
his,home there at 7 a. m., Satur- ; 
day, at the advanced age of 80 years, ; 
and 29 days. Death was due to can- 
cer. Funeral rervices were conduct- , 
ed in St. Gertrude’s church by Rev. , 
A. M. Jaschke Tuesday morning and 
the remains were laid to rest in the , 
Catholic cemetery at Grantfork. rl 
Deceased was born in Baden, Gér- 
many on December 21, 1335. At the ; 
age of seven he came to America with , 
his parents, who settied on a farm 
in Saline township, ja 1857 he was , 
united in marriage with Miss Anna | 
Accola, and the couple took up their 
home on a farm west of Grantfork, \ 
Mrs, Trautner died in 1879, of six | 
children born to their union three 
sons and two daughters survive. They 
are Robert Trautner of Mendon, Mo.; 
Bernard of Highland, David of Grant- 
fork, Mre. Josephine Waiter and , 
Miss Margaret Trautner. ' 
Mr. Trautner was a successful far- | 
mer, ay excellent citizen und that 
he was'popular at@ome wa; attested 
by the concourse that turned out on 
Tuesday to pay tribute to his mem- 
ory. 


Federer-Bellm marriage photo and record, 190573? 


Witnesses are George Federer, Mathilda Bellm, Felix Bellm, Maria Federer. 


Federer-Bellm marriage announcement in the Highland Journal, 1905 
v eo eka RD Oe at Se, | 
4} In St. Gertetide’s oburch’, Granétesk, -- 
5| yesterday was solemnized the gearriage 
$/ of Mr. William Federer and Miss Lena 
Bellm. The ceremony “was performed 
by Rev. J. A. Duval, auid the atbemdazite « 
were ey George Federer-and Felix - 
Bellm, ahd Misses Tillie Bellm and 
;|Mdry Federer. Following the ocere- 
»|mony a whdding breakfast was served 
,| at the home of the bride’s mother, Mrs, 
Felix Bellm. Relatives were entex- 
tained at the home during the day, and | 
at night a dance was given in honor’ of 

p oapeitirdcaerptie oak 'The'k Photo of the Highland Journal offices, 190374° 


a 


. 


,| young couple havé gone to howi ia 
ous farm westof Saline, Their many: 


o| friends unite in extending congratela.” 
tions and well: wishes. 
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239 St Gertrude church records, Grantfork, and photo from the personal collection of Delores Geiger. Highland Journal, 16 Feb 1905 
240 Photo published in the ‘Highland Illinois Histories and Mysteries’ Facebook group in 2013 
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William and Lena Federer, US Census 1910; William Federer birthday party, 19172“ 


William listed his mother’s birthplace as Switzerland, which is not correct. 


STATE peg j DEPARTMENT OF GOMMERGE AND LABOR-BUREAU OF THE CENSUS | Supervisor's Distmict No nee os. a + Snces if if | 
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i a meg op chy te i ng gibiai? 
? r ” ee ee 
si heck ee 
z 1 ‘The following persons were present | 
5 (‘az a birthdays party which was givon 
x 4]}for Witjam Federer, Jr. at bis home. 
x /4jMr and Mrs. Wiliam Kimiing sant 
a A ted d 3, daughter, Lucille, Mr and Mrs! 
. Se lola é 4j Charles Walter, Mr. and Mrs. ‘Tacob! 
= (] Raeber, Mr and Mra Fremont Kne-! 
- i[bel, Mr. and Mrs. JC. Schwarz and 
= | | Gauzhter, Lavra, Phillp Hencke, Gust. 
7 \*Lanttz. Louts Belim. Frits Wildhabsr, 
4) Wittiam Wildhaber, Brono Wildhaber, , ' 
= Wii- 
a liam Geiger, Willlam Hug, Oscar 
a 1] tone. Georgo Lang and Henry Bellm., 
te ‘v}ie The evening was spent at cards 
rid 
> | 
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241 Highland Journal, 11 Jan 1917 


William and Lena Federer family photo“? 


The man standing at left is a hired man, Gustav Heller, 39, of Switzerland. Lena is holding the baby Wilbur (born in 1909), so the young girl at the right is likely Gustav's daughter 
Hilda, 9, because Gustav and Hilda are listed as living at the home as servants on the 1910 US census. Given baby Wilbur's size, the photo is from around 1910. 
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242 Photo from the personal collection of Delores Geiger 


William and Lena Federer, US Census 1920; William and Lena play cards, 191973; Lena quilts, 192574 


In 1920, William and Lena are reported in Saline Township. It is noteworthy that William again lists his mother’s birthplace here as Switzerland. Rosa Hotz, his mother, came with 
many of the other German families in Highland area from Ostringen and it seems unlikely William would not have known this. Rosa was still alive at this time, and only died in 1945. 


ait wae ound : 195 / 4 
PY STATE ett 52 ats “i DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS are: Supervisor's District NO........ #F— hie SHEET NO, Zo 
 Rounry C22 alien bed ii /2, FOURTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1920—POPULATION orale peeing 
“4 TOWNSHIP oR OTHER DIVISION OF COUNTY <5 :c ct Rt An scrisyctsasaacy~- . NAME OF INCORPORATED PLACE ilar are enty st WARD OF CMY sn jah / BG. 
.. NAME OF INSTITUTION crassa un eae is ew ita a“ ef ‘ ENUMERATED BY ME ON THE LEA LG. DAY OF fire 2-7, 1920. hha siete cea ie he ENUMERATOR. 
( A 


Of each person whose place of abode on 
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rarra ee ae To home of Mr. and Mrs, Chas. Kimling |" ” q 
Wales 220 [ehectiaeh B07 PEL and reminded Mr. Kimling of his ia en 
Iwas.) | | » | eyols 2thweax ||| torthday and that they came to ; do 
ia Ma Ava tan 1 fl 242 =i have a good time. The evening was 45 
oe r Mal sl) A mar any SSE spent at card playing. and at mid- feat 
raya ule we —\—| maght an elegant, supper was, served. i Y 
Trelvelyala Ma, |e [gu] Jccm*eo._| | ThO8e present Were Mr and Mrs.|— a 
pans ] ae IEE Wm. Federer Jr., and family, Mr. “ 
—— : ——|and Mrs. Wm. Kimling and daugh- | 
—_—_—_—— sss cr, Lucille, Mr. and Mrs. Jobn}~/ Yirg John C. Schwarz, Mra. William 


} liyan, Ed and, Blla Ryan, Frank 
Frisse and Miss Mathilda Kimling.| | Federer, Sp, Mrs’ Adam Kimling, 


After spending an enjoyable evening and Mrs. Barbara Bellm-attended « 


they all departed for home wishing * 
Mr. Kimling many more happy| | Quilting at the home of Mrs. William 


birthdays. Federer, Jr. a 
—————— - Mr. and Mrs. Leo Seyfreld and 


243 Highland Leader, 21 Jan 1919 
244 Highland Journal, 19 Mar 1925 


William and Lena Federer, US Census 1930; William and son Wilbur photo2“* 


William and Lena still reported living in Saline Township in 1930, next door to Willam’s brother George. Again, William (and George!) listed their mother as being Swiss, although we 
know she is not. Could William’s reporting that his mother is Swiss and not German have anything to do with the time period and the negative perception of German immigrants? 
That's this author's theory, as William claims this on two consecutive censuses, during decades where the US was fighting wars against the Germans. See the Historical context 
section on page 166 for more about the sentiment towards Germans at this time. 
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248 Photo from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
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William and Lena Federer, Lena’s mother Barbara Bellm, US Census 1940; daughter Gertrude marries Wilbur Messmer, 1939 


By 1940, the family is recorded as living in the Village of Marine. William’s daughter Gertrude and her husband Wilbur (Benny) are photographed below with Gertrude’s sister Norma 
and Norma’s husband Oliver. Norma had also been the witness in her brother Wilbur Federer’s wedding. 
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Herman and Emma Frisse, William and Lena Federer (right to left) 


William Federer draft registration card, 1942 


This was called the ‘old man’s draft’. See Chapter 2’s Historical Context note on the draft for more 
information. He was recently widowed and lists daughter Gertrude as his contact. 
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Clippings from the Edwardsville Intelligencer 


Barbara Bellm moves in with Federers 3 Sep 1931 


She eventually lived with them for 9 years ina small room off of the 
kitchen. That house is still standing in Marine. 


Roland Harris (who manages the Highland Home museum and is distantly 
related to the family) mentioned in December 2019 he remembered 
Barbara, a small old woman who still spoke either only German, or English 
with a very strong German accent. 


ers, William and Leo Zimmermann. 
Mrs. Barbara Bellem moved to 

Marine to live with her daughter, 

Mrs. Willinm Federer. 

Rev. and Mrs. L. F. Malkemus and 


William Federer injured 11 Feb 1941 


rr rye SASS e FET BITS. . aay 
. ett 
Is Improving. 

William Federer, who sustained visi 
an injury to his arm while oper- Biss 
ating a circle saw last week, is get- M 
ting along nicely and is now able this 
to be up and about again. Lou 

. Christian C Church Notes, aa 


Surprise Birthday Party William Federer, 1932 


Charles Grill is William's half brother, as Rosa was previously married to 
Christian Grill. 


] & BWA TALLY L 4 
« 
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Rosa Federer (William's 
mother), Barbara Bellm 
(mother in law), brother 
George attended. So did 
Wilbur and Estella (son and 
daughter in law) and 
Estella’s brother Elliott. 


Surprise Was Given. 

4 William Federer of Murine was| | 
surprised on Thursday evening at his; t 
home by relatives and friends in hon- 

[ or of his 5ist birthday. The evening 
was spent in plaring cards and re- 

d freshinents were served. 

Those present were Mr. and Mrs.| i 

Charles Wasser of St. Louis, Mr, and 
Mrs. Charles Grill, Mr. ard = Mrs. 
, Henry Moehlhenry and daughter of 
*| Edwardsville, Mr. and Mrs. Fremont 
8|Knebel and daughter Dorothy and 
h son Clinton, Mrs. Rosa Federer, Miss 
Lillian Leef of Highland, Mrs. Bar- 
d!bara Bellm of Marine, Mr. and Mrs. 
Y|George Federer and daughters Edith 
&/and Doris, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Augus- 
tine, Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Federer 
€/and Elifott Frisse of Grantfork, 
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Ox ee a - =—— - 
Ora aust wares | William Fede 


~ | Lena Federer obituary, 1941; William Federer death certificate, 1954 


THE DIVISION OF HEALTH OF MISSOURI 


AT MARINE SATURDAY ‘i / William Federer obituary, Be P8) 1958 ' STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH samen, od 

D ed § d as | FILED AUG 2- ; ma at 
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tired farmer Farmi Grantfork,Iil i 


Funeral services were held at| St- Elizabeth church in Marine 
St. Elizabeth's Catholic church at| . 3¢ Coos. Wednesday _morn- 
Marine at 9:00 a. m, Saturday,| 18" Rev. Jos. Miller officiating. 


Tnterm i i ] 
Rey. A. Wieneke officiating, and jy aay WE Pee | 


interment was made in the Mar- Mr. Federer was born Jan. 7, 


13a. FATHER'S NAME 13b.. MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME 


William Federer Rosa Hot 


IS. WAS DECEASED EVER IN U.S. ARMED FORCES? | 16. SOCIAL SECURITY 
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bur Federer Alhambra .T 


(Yee, no,08 
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| Enter only cnecmsoper | |. DISEASE OR CONDITION ONSET ANC DEATH 
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ine Catholic cemetery. 1881, in Grantfork, the son of the Tan dan ad wean | ANTECEDENT CAUSES 
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on a farm northeast of Grantfork| G00), Bellm, preceded him in tel oil et | OTHER Gaelic chee OO 
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Mrs. Norma Jacober of Highland| beth church of Marine, jamoval zabeth - ,_Marine,Ille 
~ DB, FUNERAL DIRECTOR 8 $1 GMATURE ADDRESS 

and Mrs. Gertrude Messmer of Wékibert H, Hoppe ,4'700 Washington Blvde 
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Pocthontas and Mrs. Anna| | Died In St. Louis 
Schwartz of Highland. Two broth- Charles J. Wasser of 921 
ers, Felix and Emil Bellm died S. Boyle, St. Louis, passed 
here in Highland and her mother away Saturday mo: at 
died a short time back at an ad-| | Bethesda General Hospital at | 
vanced age. ts ee several hours after 
Mrs. Federer was a most excel- Funicat eee 
lent woman, devoted to her church Tuesday from Kricestacs ee | 
and her family and had a host of/ |Mortuary at st, Louis to st, 
friends who unite with relatives, | Cronans Catholic Church in 
"in mourning her death and will| | that*city, with burial at st, 
long cherish her memory. Joseph’s Cemetery, Highland. 
sta, Seca cnOas Surviving are his wife. tha 


~ on Noy. 14, 1880. In young survi 

womanhood she was united in Ree ye 7 ee | | 
marriage to Wm. Federer. The| bra; two daughters, Mrs. Norma ° 
couple lived “in the vicinity of} Jacober of Edwardsville, and} 
Grantfork u‘f! about 10 years! Mrs, Gertrude Messmer of Ma- 
ago when they removed to Mar-| ime; one! brother, George of . 
ine. She is survived by the hus-; Gr@ntfork; two sisters, Mrs. Mary 
band and three children. A son - 1. Highlan 
is Wilbur F. Federer of near Al- bane Arte ‘i 
hambra and two daughters are He was a member of St. Eliza- | 
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WRITE PLAINLY—USING UNFADING BLACK INKE—MAKE A PERMANENT RECORD 


St Joseph’s Hospital, 1908 


This shows the hospital as it 
appeared in 1908”°. It was built in 
1879, with additions in 1883 and 
1890, with an addition in 1926. 


Lena died at this hospital in 1941 
after being a patient there. 
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246 Photo shared by the ‘Highland Illinois Histories and Mysteries’ Facebook group in 2013. 


Federer-Hotz Family””’ 


William Federer [24] Rosa Hotz*° [25] 


William Federer was born on 2 Sep 1855 in Grantfork, Illinois, in the Rosa Hotz was born on 25 Aug 1852 in Ostringen, Baden, and died at the age of 93 on 19 Dec 1945 in 
Federer home on John Street. He died on 21 Oct 1919 in Litchfield Highland, Illinois. 


Msoige ery unt) Minels: Her obituary states that she came to the US at the age of 18 with a brother and first lived in 


He married Rosa on 27 Jan 1880 in Madison County, Illinois. They had Indianapolis before coming to the Grantfork area. The pause in Indianapolis is possible, but curious, 
three children, and their youngest, George moved to Springfield to work | considering so many of her relatives from Ostringen were already in the Grantfork area. 
on the telegraph line for a few years before moving back home to live 


. . She married Christian Grill and had two children before he died at the age of 25. Three years later, 
with his parents. 


she married William Federer on 27 Jan 1880 in Madison, Illinois and they had three children. She 
He called himself a wagon maker on census records, and had a lived the last 16 years of her life with daughter Mary and her husband Fremont Knabel.?“? 
blacksmith shop facing south on John Street in Grantfork.”“8 They lived 


at the northeast corner of John and Lynn Streets in Saline. Later, Ron Wildhaber wrote in the Grantfork centennial history that Rosa “came from Germany, 


spoke very little English, and was the sweetest lady one would ever meet.” 


William's sister Mary Federer married Rosa’s brother, Bartel Hotz. 


Parents Wilhelm Federer* [48] and Kathrina Trautner* [49] Parents Johannes Georg Hotz [50] and Kunigunda Fellhauer [51] 

Marriage date 27 Jan 1880 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

William Federer 7 Jan 1881 in Grantfork Lena M Bellm 18 July 1954 in St Louis, MO 
Mary 1883 Fremont Knabel 1971 

George J Federer 1885 Pearl Ammann 1977 


Historical context: Flu quarantine in St Louis, 10 Nov 1918 


When William and Rosa were in their sixties, a global influenza outbreak (known as the Spanish Flu) hit their area. Rosa spoke very little 
English, and would likely have been reading German-language papers—this clipping from the Mississippi Blatter, a German-language 
newspaper in St Louis, described the quarantine that was put into place to address the outbreak: 


“St Louis is in the target of the flu quarantine. Stronger orders from the local health department, which almost completely disrupted the 
city’s business and commercial life, came into force yesterday. All shops and stores, with only a few exceptions, are closed and citizens 
wander aimlessly in the streets to while away the time. The Chamber of Commerce supports the health authorities, but also seeks some 
modifications of the rules.” 


Geiddite und tence, wh ew toll a, 
atnpieeme | 

Teale th 0. ol ane | Until Covid-19 in 2020 (the quarantines of Covid allowed for time from which much of this book could be written), the 1918 influenza 
sui dutes tamades = ee pandemic was the most severe pandemic in recent history. According to the US Center of Disease Control, ‘it was caused by an H1N1 virus 
peter tee a tig yO __with genes of avian origin. Although there is not universal consensus regarding where the virus originated, it spread worldwide during 


1918-1919. In the United States, it was first identified in military personnel in spring 1918. 


It is estimated that about 500 million people or 1/3 of the world’s population became infected with this virus. The number of deaths was estimated to be at least 50 million worldwide 
with about 675,000 occurring in the US. With no vaccine to protect against influenza infection and no antibiotics to treat secondary bacterial infections, control efforts were limited 
to interventions such as isolation, quarantine, good personal hygiene, use of disinfectants, and limitations of public gatherings, which were applied unevenly.’ 


In Madison County, the flu was most deadly from Oct-Dec 1918, when the virus killed an estimated 500 people. During those three months in Highland, which only had about 2,600 
people at that time, 19 residents had death certificates with ‘influenza’ as the cause. One year after the highest peak in flu cases, William passed away at 64. 


Sources: Mississippi Blatter, 10 Nov 1918; History of 1918 Flu Pandemic, https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/1918-pandemic-history.htm; Madison County Historical Society News, Jan 2015, 
https://madcohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2015-Vol3-Nol-Jan-Influenza-Epidemic-of-1918.pdf 


747 The Hotz and Forderer family records in the St Cacilia church in Ostringen are very complete and are available on the Verein fur Computergenealogie GEDBAS website; nearly all the birth, baptism, marriage, and death 
records for these families were in that database. 

248 Submitted by Ron Wildhaber to the History of Grantfork 

249 Biographical data from a newspaper clipping of her obituary, saved by Delores Geiger 


Rosa Hotz baptism, 1852?°° 


“In the year 1852, on August 25 at 10 o’clock in the evening was born here, and 
baptized here in the local parish church on the 26" at 6 o’clock in the evening by the 
undersigning pastor: Rosa, legitimate daughter of Georg Hotz, citizen and farmer 
here, and his wife Kunigunde neé Fellhauer. Godparents are Barthel Gimpel, citizen 
and farmer here, and his wife Katharina neé Hotz. 


Witnesses to the baptism were the above named Barthel Gimpel and Valentin 
Hoffmann, school administrator here. 


Ostringen, August 26, 1852 - Engelberg, Pastor” 


280 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q1P4-JJ6Z Rosa Hotz, 25 Aug 1852 Baptism, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg 
253 


Rosa Hotz immigration, 1872 


This is a drawing from 1871 of the departure area in 
Bremerhaven (the port of Bremen) where Rosa’s boat 
would have departed from. 


Rosa Hotz ship manifest, 1872 


This is the manifest for the Hannover, (built in 1869, 
owned by Norddeutscher Lloyd, 300ft x 39ft), departing 
Bremen and arriving in the US in 1872. 


It's hard to read, but Rosa would have come with her 
relatives (Hotzes) and there are other Hotzes on this 
manifest (Martin, Conrad, Bernhard) and a Rosa with the 
correct age whose last name is covered with tape. Rosa's 
obituary states that she came to the US with a brother at 
the age of 18, which is another confirmation that this is 
her ship manifest. There were other Hotzes who came 
earlier, in 1841, and this group could have been joining 
them. 


Also, her brothers Bartel and Frederick came in 1865, but 
there is no Rosa on their ship’s manifest, and she would 
have been only 12, so it is more likely that the Rosa listed 
here is Rosa Hotz. 
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Rosa Hotz’s first husband Christian Grill’s will, 1877 


Rosa’s first husband Christian died when their children were young; Helena was 2, and Charles was 6 months. He left her substantial assets, including a farm of 120 acres and some 
livestock. While it’s very sad he left behind such a young family, the last item on the appraiser's list is one of the author's favorite parts of the Geigerbuch—like a good German, at 


least he left her with one ‘Lot of Sour Kraut’.2°! 


Note that Christian owned 120 acres of land when he passed away. Although it doesn't appear that Rosa and her second husband (William Federer) lived on that land (William ran a 
blacksmith shop in town and his father Wilhelm’s property was likely sold, as Wilhelm moved into the city of Highland and his farmland is currently in an area that is now under 

Silver Lake) it is still worth noting that a significant amount of the eventual Federer assets came to the family through Rosa's first marriage. The ‘Grill farm’, land just ‘northeast of 
the Mudge estate’ was farmed by Christian’s daughter Helena Grill and her husband Jacob Raeber.”*? 
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251 Illinois Wills and Probate Records, Madison County 1877 
252 Doris Buske contributed this information to the Highland Home. 
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Federer-Hotz marriage record, St Gertrude Church, Grantfork, 1880 
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Historical context: Illinois Black Laws and the Civil War 


It’s a Surprising aspect of Illinois history that the first Illinois settler and Chicago’s founder was a black man from Haiti, Jean Baptiste Pointe DuSable, who came as a fur trader 
in 1764. But DuSable’s experience was not representative of the black population in Illinois more generally. 


Slavery was introduced into what is now Illinois by the French in the first half of the 1700s. In 1818, Illinois leaders were framing a constitution so that Illinois could be admitted 
into the Union as a free state, but they ‘compromised’ and decided that people who were already enslaved would remain in bondage. Free blacks were then oppressed by a 
series of restrictive state laws that denied them fundamental freedoms; for example, they could not protect themselves, their families, or any property they might have owned 
through the courts because a person of African origin, whether free, indentured, or enslaved in Illinois, could not testify against a white person in a court of law. These Illinois 
Black Laws (also known as Black Codes) were observed from 1819-1865. 


Under these laws, blacks could not vote; testify or bring suit against whites; gather in groups of three or more without risk of being jailed or beaten; and could not serve in the 
militia and thus were unable to own or bear arms. Blacks living in the state were required to obtain and carry a Certificate of Freedom; otherwise, they were presumed to be 
slaves. The Illinois Constitution allowed current slave owners to retain their slaves and also allowed indentured servitude—some contracts were for 99 years--especially at the 
salt mines in Gallatin County. 


The Abolitionist movement only began in Illinois in 1831. One of the best-known Underground Railroad stations in Illinois was operated in the Princeton home of Owen Lovejoy, 
who was later elected to Congress, where he introduced the Emancipation Proclamation. His brother Elijah lived in Madison County and was editor of the Alton Observer. Elijah 
was murdered by a mob there for his anti-slavery stance in 1837. Alton, Illinois is about 30 miles from Highland. 


In 1858, Owen Lovejoy responded to charges that he was a ‘negro stealer’ because he was aiding runaway slaves by saying on the floor of the Congress: ‘Let it echo through all 
the arches of heaven, and reverberate and bellow through all the deep gorges of hell, where slave catchers will be very likely to hear it. Owen Lovejoy lives at Princeton, 
Illinois, three-quarters of a mile east of the village, and he aids every fugitive that comes to his door and asks it.’ (William's great-great-great-grandson Justin lived 7 miles 
from Princeton in 2022). 


When the Civil War began in 1861, southern Illinois became a hotbed of secessionist sentiment. The Cairo Gazette declared "the sympathies of our people are mainly with the 
South." A public, outdoor meeting in Pope County echoed the South's right to secede, and a rally in Williamson County sought to split ‘Egypt’, as Southern Illinois was known, 
from Illinois and join the Confederacy. Although no battles were fought in Illinois, Cairo served as a huge military camp housing most of Illinois’ regiments in early years and 
ILlinois sent hundreds of thousands of men to war. Troops often organized in groups of ethnicities or occupation—there were German regiments, but also Jewish regiments, and 
Illinois’ first black regiment came from Galesburg. Wilhelm Federer, our immigrant ancestor, was 47 when the Civil War began and thus not in the age group required to serve 
in the military. 


The Illinois Black Laws were repealed in 1865, the same year the United States Congress ended the legal institution of slavery with the passage of the 13th Amendment. On April 
4, 1870, the Alton Telegraph reported that ‘Colored men voted for the first time in Madison County, at the town election in Edwardsville’. William Federer was 14 years old. 


Sources: Madison County ILGenWeb, https://ilmadison.whalen-family.org; Telling it like it was... Illinois’ elders share their stories’ by the Illinois Department on Aging, 

https://www2. illinois.gov/aging/Resources/Documents/book_tell-like-was.pdf; ‘Illinois During the Civil War Project,’ by Drew E. VandeCreek, Northern Illinois Digital Library https://digital.lib.niu.edu/illinois/civilwar/about, 
Ellen Nore, "Madison County (1812-2012): Reflecting Illinois and National History," Madison Historical: The Online Encyclopedia and Digital Archive for Madison County, Illinois, last modified February 25, 2019, 
https://madison-historical.siue.edu/encyclopedia/madison-county-1812-2012-reflecting-illinois-and-national-history/. 


William and Rosa Federer, US Census 1880 


In 1880, the Federers lived on Locust Street in Saline. Note that Rosa’s children from her first marriage, and her first husband's mother, Catherine Grill, lived here with the Federers. 
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253 Photo from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


William and Rosa’s son George John 
married Pearl Ammann, 1910753 
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Charles Grill property in Saline township, 1906 


The land mentioned in Christian Grill’s will as being left to Rosa in 1877 was in 
sections 2, 3, and 4. 
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Charles Grill wedding church record 1899 


Fr 


William was a witness at the marriage of Charles Grill, 
Rosa’s son from her first marriage. 


Charles was only six months old when his father died, and was only three when 
his mother married William. 
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William and Rosa Federer, US Census 1910 


William and Rosa were living on Andrew Street in Leef. 
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Rosa Federer, US Census 1920 


By 1920, Rosa was widowed. On most censuses, Rosa gave different immigration dates. In 1900 she said she immigrated in 1860, in 1920 she said 1850 (she wasn't born yet in 1850), 
and in 1930 she said 1902. 
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Rosa Federer, US Census 1930 


According to this census, Rosa spoke German. 
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Rosa Federer, US Census 1940 


By 1940, Rosa has moved in with her daughter and son-in-law (who stated he is a shoemaker) in Highland, Helvetia township. 
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Rosa with her great-granddaughter, Delores (Federer) Geiger [3], circa 1933 
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Rosa Federer obituary William Federer’s blacksmith SHOP, circa 1900 William & Rosa Federer gravestone, oa: 


rer 4 a 
? 


SS —— 


Highland lost another of our 
aged residents at 8:30 P. M. 
Wednesday when Mrs. Rosa Fed- 
erer passed away at the home of 
her son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs, Fremont Knabel, on 
East Twelfth St. Death was due 
to infirmities incident to her 
very advanced age of 93 years, 3 
months ‘and 24 days. 

The body lay in state at the 
Spengel Funeral Home until 9:00 
a. m. Saturday when services 
were held at St. Paul’s church, 
Rev. Wm. Whalen officiating, and 
interment was made in the Cath- 

4 olic cemetery at Grantfork. 


Rosa’s brother Barthel also married a member of the 
Federer family, William's sister Maria. 


BP tte Pas 


§ William Feddier Sr’ s Blacksmith Shep. William Sr, is third 
' from left and his son George Federer is mounted on the horse, 


William Federer’s burial in St Gertrude Church 


records, in Grantfork, IL, 1919 
") 


Sedlire Mbp Lacsltawase’ Seis, flse Gruslibe Iadassss 
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ed to America and first Uved for | z 
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to the Grantfork com- 
Munity and” there She was cia 
ried to Christian Grill. Two ehil- 


dren, a son and daughter, were : | A G2 ? 
born to their union. The husband | 4 S15 Bony oy ; 
| died at Grantfork In 1879 and | te Ze ig, py fe 7) . 


the son, Charles Grill, died at 
Edwardsville a month or so ago. 
The daughter is Mrs. Jacob Rae- 


ber of Highland. ° BREATHS 
Her second marriage was to 


William Federer, and three chil- S 
Serer aes ois ARO FUNERALS |; 
three children of that marriage a 
are Mrs. Mary Knabel of High- 
land, with whom she had lived Mrs. Rosa Federer t 
whore nome ithe "aled, “Genes Relatives have received word of/c 
Neat ee the death of Mrs. Rosa Federer,|t 
above famed children. there 93, mother of the late Charles Grill, |r 
are 21 grandchildren, § great- who passed away Wednesday eve- 
-ereeangme  ama 2% ning at 8:30 in Highland. Their}¢ 
venerable lady had many deaths occurred one month apart. |- 


Wilhelm Federer*® [48] Kathrina Trautner** [49] 


Wilhelm Federer, sometimes spelled Forderer, 
was born 28 May 1814 in Ostringen, Baden. 


St Dare 2 —~.| Wilhelm and Kathrina had one son, Aloysius”, 

while still in Ostringen, who died at about 6 
months. They then moved to Illinois with many other families from their church. Once they 
arrived in Illinois, they had more children. Their daughter Barbara lived with them for most 
of her life as she had some kind of mental incapacity and could not read or write. He died 
22 Jan 1885 and was buried in St Gertrude Cemetery, Grantfork. 


When Kathrina Trautner was born on 26 Mar 
1811, in Ostringen, Baden, her father, Johannes, 
was 4O, and her mother, Katharina, was 38. 


She married Wilhelm on 28 May 1839 (his 25 
birthday). They had 6 children in 15 years. 


Kathrina’s brother Barnhard, born in 1802, 
married Margaret Webber and also emigrated to 


Highland from Le Havre with their 8 children, but in 1842. He died just a few 
Most of the genealogical data in the Wilhelm and Kathrina trees, in Wilhelm’s case going months before Kathrina. She died on 15 Sep 1883, in Highland, Illinois, at the age 
back to ancestor Claf Appel in the 1600s, was provided by the Museumsleiter in Ostringen, | of 72, and was buried in St Joseph Cemetery, Highland. 


who made it available in printed copy. 


Parents Antonius Forderer® [96] & Maria Anna Hartlieb® [97] Parents Johann Trautner® [98] & Katharina Barbara Schmitt® [99] 
Marriage date 28 May 1839 in Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Aloysuis 21 Apr 1840 in Ostringen ] Jan 1841 in Ostringen 
Elizabeth 26 Aug 1842 in Grantfork John F Willmann 22 Aug 1936 

Maria Anna 25 Feb 1844 in Grantfork Bartel Hotz 14 Oct 1921 in Highland 
Barbara Catharina 9 Jul 1848 After 1885? 

Helena C 25 Jan 1851 Adam Kimling 1 Nov 1939 

William 2 Sep 1855 Rosa Hotz 21 Oct 1919 in Litchfield 
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254 http://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272234905 
*55 Translations for this family by Wilma Hofmann. 


Kathrina Trautner baptism, 1811 


“Today, on the 27th of the month of March, in the year 1811, came to me, 
Christoph Gotz, appointed administrator at the civil registry here: the local 
citizen and glazier Johannes Trautner who reported that on this morning his 
wife Catharina neé Schmitt from Kuppenheim gave birth to a legitimate child 
of female sex. The baptism of this child was performed by the undersigning 
pastor at 5 o'clock in the evening of the same day, during which the child was 
given the name Catharina.” 7° 
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Wilhelm Forderer baptism, 18147°¢ 
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Federer-Trautner marriage, 1839757 


“In the year 1839, on May 28, at half past 10 o’clock in the morning, after two prior 
announcements as required by law, on the 5th and 6th Sunday after Easter, which were 
the 5th and 12th of May of this year, and after no objections to this marriage were 
reported, were married in front of the below named witnesses, after | solemnly asked for 
and received the consent of the bride and the groom, and after the administrative 
permission to marry had been received (Bruchsal, April 30, 1839, file No. 10636): 


the new citizen and bricklayer here Wilhelm Forderer, legitimate son of Anton Forderer, 
citizen and day laborer here, and his wife Maria Anna neé Hartlieb, 


and Katharina Trautner, legitimate unmarried daughter of the deceased master glazier 
Johannes Trautner and the deceased Katharina neé Schmitt. 


Witnesses were Melchior Trautner, glazier, and Georg Friedrich Bechtler, farmer, both 
are citizens here. 


Ostringen, May 28, 1839 - Ernsberger, Pastor.” 


256 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MXM-WLPZ Wilhelm Férderer, 7 Mar 1814; Baptism, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischdofliches Archiv Freiburg 
257 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WXR1-DL3Z 28 May 1839; Marriage, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischofliches Archiv Freiburg 
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’Baden contingent arrived in Highland’, 18412 


“Soon after the laying out of the town of Highland, the Swiss colonists were 
reinforced by a numerous immigration from the grand duchy of Baden. In 1840, the 
families of Bender, Meyer, Hammer and Bader arrived. Seventy-two persons Ebene) Won p nyt” 
arrived in 1841, among whom were Hotz*?, Federer, Rall, Trautner, Fellhauer, ‘ie ‘at 
Essenpreis, Weber, Kustermann, Holzinger, Voegele, Schwarz, Frey, Schaefer, 
Bellm, Bartli, Koch, Winter, Woll, Ehrhardt, Hirsch, Weiduer, Knopf, Metzger, 
Hoffmann, and Zopf. Calentiu Krenzer, a Bavarian, had preceded those parties a few 
years. Most of these families settled east, or northeast of Highland, in a semi-circle, 
extending not more than six or seven miles from Highland.“ 


“They all had to become "pioneers," for their means were insufficient to buy 
improvements. Their privations were numerous, and many not used to the tropical 
heat of the American summer, nor the terrible cold of our winter blizzards, would 
exclaim "Oh, had we remained in the fatherland?" Their frugality and diligence 
enabled them to overcome all privations, and their toils were richly rewarded. 
Fields of plenty appeared in the course of a few years throughout the settlement, 
which in time had become as prosperous as any other in the blessed county of 
Madison. These people were all devout Catholics, & in 1844 they were able, with the 
assistance of their Swiss friends, Solomon Koepfli, Dr. Caspar Koepfii, & Jacob 
Durer, & others, to erect their first church edifice. The first permanent priest of this 
congregation was Limacher, 1850.” 


“No arrivals, with probably the exception of the Statfelbach family, took place until 
1840 — when some persons arrived, among whom the families Bardill, Marcut, 
Ruedi, Branger and Florin, followed in 1841 by a number of families from Baden and 
Wurttemburg, among whom the Trautners, Hotz, Spengel, Bader, Bender, Zopf, 
Hammer, Plocher and others. These immigrants, says Jacob Eggen (a founder of 
Highland/Helvetia), were an industrious and frugal people, who, with but few 
exceptions, knew how to adapt themselves to the trying circumstances then 
existing, and how to work their way out of want into plenty. The very fact of the 
extremely low prices of provisions and stock worked in their favor to get started in 
opening farms. This settlement extended through Townships 3 — 5, 4— 5 and 3 — 6, 
and is the oldest and most important of the European settlements in the county.”*° 


“After 1849, the number of emigrants from the whole of Germany, which in the 
1840s had amounted to approximately 100,000 a year, rose to almost 250,000. 
Baden, a grand duchy at the time, lost approximately 80,000 emigrants as a result 
of the unsuccessful revolt of 1849."2"" 


Kathrina and Wilhelm arrive in New Orleans 
with fellow Ostringers, 1841 


This is the first of several pages of this ship manifest; and on the following pages, ——— 
Geigerbuchers including Bernard Trautner, Jacob Rall, the Essenpreis family, and i 1 : 


= 4 
tah Po 
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258 Excerpt from History of Madison County, Illinois with biographical sketches, page 435 

259 Highlight added to select families that appear in this book. 

260 ng 105, History of Madison County 

261 Excerpt from ‘New Switzerland in Illinois: As Described by Two Early Swiss settlers, Kaspar Kopfli and Johann Jacob Eggen in Spiegel von Amerika and Aufzeichnungen aus Highlands Grundungszeit’ 
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262 Map of Madison County, Holmes and Arnold 1861 
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Wilhelm Federer land, Madison 
County, 186174 


Nicholas Trautner’s (spelled here Troutner) 
farm is not far away—Nicholas is 
Kathrina’s nephew. Wilhelm and Kathrina’s 
grandson William worked on Nicholas 
Trautner’s farm for a time. 


Wilhelm and Kathrina Federer, Illinois State Census 1865 


Madison County Township 4 Range 5. It’s difficult to be sure which one is Wilhelm [48], as there are 2 Will/William Federers here, but Wilhelm and Kathrina had 9 members in their 
family. 
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Wilhelm Federer land, Madison County 187374 
The highlighted section was owned by Wm. Federer in 1873. 


na 


In the 1892 platbook, this was owned by B. Hotz, and in the 
1902 platbook, it was owned by Ben Ambuehl and Henry 
Schrumpf. 
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= hy hid tm NOR 
Township 4, Range 8. 

This township was settled by John Geiger and wife, Mrs. Howard and her two sons, John and Abraham; the last named is now 

i living in Pocahon: at the of 84 years. 
> first house in this township was built by Mr. Geiger, in the year 1809, a little northwest from Highland. On account of Indian troubles, sre halbiprnarepogr hat tld sells 
(GA, take refuge in Shelton’s Fort; aubscquently, most of them returned. The first birth in this township was that of Wm. Geiger, in 1810, The first death was that of Polly Geiger, about the 

= year 1861. The Rev. Wm. Jones, a Buptist, preached the first sermon. James Pearce was the first justice of the peace, and Marshall East, constable, about the year 1824, Few localities h 

\\, can exhibit more attractive scenery than this township. On the north is the romantic site of Oakdule, having almost an unibterrupted and commanding view of extensive prairica north / 
. , aad south, On the west are many clevated spots, well adapted for building sites. In the southwest portion of the township, on: Silver Creek, is a mineral spring, the waters of (4 

g which contain good medicinal properties. d 
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263 US Indexed County Land Ownership Maps, Madison County 1873 


Revo Fee ; Ak Wilhelm and Kathrina Federer, US Census 1880 


, © 3 
N ei Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. eee 523 During this census, Wilhelm and Kathrina were living in the city a 
Peee nes Sennen PEST ee cluded in the Enumeration who were living on the of June, 1880. No others will, Children . ; : gy! 
os Dist No ec cnaap mientenistowneaiaioonny-voibiiiunehirn sen mnansarmnmny es tT Highland. Their daughter Catherine was 21 and still living with them, 
pe Dist. No. ¢ % Note C.—Questions Nos. 18, 14, 22 and 28 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age- 
Enumeration Dis 


apparently because she is ‘idiotic’ and cannot read or write. 
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Daughter Barbara Catherine baptized, 29 Oct 1848 
Barbara Catherine lived with Wilhelm and Kathrina for her adult life as 
she must have had some kind of mental illness or disability, and Wilhelm 
i Ay Rta se {ey} __}___ = left most of his assets in his will to his ‘weak minded’ daughter Barbara. 
: et —-——t = : Baptism record from St. Paul Church Records. 
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Kathrina Federer burial record, 18832 Wilhelm Federer gravestone, 1885 


St. Gertrude cemetery, Grantfork 
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264 St Paul Catholic Church records, Highland IL 
265 in St Gertrude church records, Grantfork IL 


Wilhelm Federer last will and testament, 18857 
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266 Madison County Probate Case files Box 48 Tray 147. Buried in St Gertrude Cemetery, Grantfork IL 
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Wilhelm Federer last will and testament, continued 


a fe. praieet i . a 
x oes te Pow olezl, clee SK Lee Plea 
mah a es cewen fob Cn ttrnarnn boypr shige wa aS | 
si a ; ’ [ 2 es ae ee jee 
eet re oe aia pee ee 
333, Met. fle eoxhofe 
Sy BERG Me Spice Rg GE ion uel Blank ian Nolen Deel EXECUTORS BOwD.-Sentinel Print, Aiton mi, fom whe ot ce 5: ad : : gf f poo vise tg ee 
_ 2a eee ee SE esis ee of Lot 
j eilete Copetine eM fo nent, Jor 
; roe plac gi earests ge wee: ‘ 
STATE OF ILLINOIS,) iki it Wig In County ne oa iss J. 5 we wheal by corten® ff fees 7 7 pf ‘4 Oo2, Fa 
j son County, pe sees aed a 
|= (attire Ml Me pre Deceased. i ten b : oR, rae hie diaent Epeae Bor 3 
| dhe een ca Hnow all Bley by Ghes hese sles Bg ater» Lee 22,3 2005212 Ags - 7204.37 
| papas 11 the Real and Personal Estate é the said deceased so far g~ Fie Te. ote vi gore e7Zale oynere 7] 
Pig Pollanaing Ae Fill anid portent Leventory of alk tie RES Dilee y— ARAL | LEELA NN eM wee oa ao lenin, . Ser oe x ¥ 279 S.4t 
i e has come to the possession or knowledge of the wndersigned Votes fr BOP ol ee 00a earn i : " 
i Gsthe sary OF the County gf Muligon, and Stiteof Tinois, are held aud firmly bound unto the People of the State of Illinois, 
i of ie a — a 


in the penal 


sum of, 


REAL ESTATE. 


i LZ dig bb vi, Bloch A 


9 gee LM SOU. — Ghe Condition of the above big igition is such, "That ictwe above bound 
i ee OWldlilevre aie oben fre, hy. Lleh, 


---Dollars, 
‘ch of us bind ourselves, 


aA. D. 1880, 


current moni 


of the United 
our heirs, executors und adn 


ind performed, we 


pistrators, Jointly, goveraly, und firmly by these presents, 
Witness our hands and seats, this... 


we Lagfearng Mat Mee eee a 
Bataille tn fain foo bn : 
pce Bit He manag oteecgment for aliens 
y degfport. otaning fan Uifetimne. coat fart by Witter ome. we yo 


at 


eneee, or Te be epeemly : 
Exeout #7 of the List Will and ‘Testament of. rom HE, 20 Mot be Colarnne, £0 oe iS : as ie 
| deceased, do make or cause to be rug and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods and pattels, rights and > LEEzoon HE fo eLibatern Iraren, Elaga , Leceeam 
f Loh L610 oe fhm | } credits, lands, tenements and hereditaments, and the rents and profi issuing out of the same, of the said deceased, which ve Gln Ipecac Po 
e Lev sa Bez Lg, IL M0. ~ or shall come to the hai Sseosion, oF kuowledge of the + keene ees 
i Baril: Olde. of tales, Phaatvor 
i 


: te 
‘ Becing cack S699 60)- Saceas “ 
MA feberre . ( a fr a ati paint ou 


or into the 


und the same 


made do exhibit in the gounty court for the said eoun 
nder a fair and just account of ew 


nto lawfully require 


y of Madison 
uetings and doings as such Exe- 
Hund Co well and truly fulfill the duties enjoined upon Ae 
deliver to the persons entitled thereto, all the legacies and bequests con_ 


testat a WHI thereunto extend, according to the value 
thereof, and as the law shall charge A= and shall in general do ull other 


Lime be required of Ate by law then this obt, 


m IALy be void ; otherwise tu 
/ Signed Sealed and Delivered in Presence of | 


whet frcles eae 


: Les Me foe Blob Ws Lg whe bet ae mn 


in and by the said Wi 


to suid 


pace oe ae ach eicoten for Les or fer 


at 


Mat sare acecewt Fei aed 


uy aun 
tained in said Will, so far as the estate of the su 


po Bpecteed ears 


Court tev 40 
pot accent) crm Cyarntnte Line Ly Ble 


x, aee 
eet Tyee a 
Cate oweat anc ence “SpececZer cecvatars 7 


s which may from time to 


emain in full foree and virtue. 


[ Seal] : poténg YP pltegatecrs 
4E Seal, ] Ae eS is 


ieee is 253 sf Seal ] 


{ 
| z 


4 


[ Seal. ] : - 
| STATE OF ILLINots|} a wo Ip Wit Bek her. 
a nt oak i MADISON COUNTY, 
STATE OF ILLINoIs,_ Ves ! = + of the County of Modiogny, Stats of Slfincis, 
MADISON CoTNTY, { i 6. t to th fores Sing fost Will 
ses arr earths g tas 
Site a ees us Lhe People of the State of Illinvis, to dl by y ore fest duly - sworry, depose and say Mat they are att tg witnesses to the foreg 
d eclose sai om KNOW YE, rat wereas 


1 
| and Bestament of 7% 
County of Madison, and State of Ilinols, died 


: nS ore AWD. 1886\Xas it is said. having dul 


\ 
sat the time of h La) 


at taken of Ue same 


hpans,.. P2KL 29 4~ ey ie yfate of said Madison 
County, deceased, said mmedl date Yer ak eed Uthat they rere personally ce 


whereof is her: rexedt 


nished in value, if speedy care 


quainted willl te said. E> ee y the teatater in 


| Aut issn, hey were present and sarw thie said... AecheLray Fiidivser 
f 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


# and inasmuch as it apps 


ha 4oQ_been appoinced Exeeut — 


sign the said fast QM and testament, in theit presence, and heard Pita recta: 
v 


Fact and decd; that they Gelicved, and believe to have Beer of sound sind and memory 


the sate to be 


i 


Vow, to the end that the said property may: be Preserved for those who shall appear to have n legal right or interest 


therein ; thyy the YL Will pay be executed according ty th Fequest of the satl testaley-  ; we do hereby 
the sud, Neate 


8 ays e 
re of the said AL. 


at the time of Aub 20 signing and decazing, and that they subscribed theiz snares thereto as at 
thor 


teoting witnsses, in the presence of cach otfier and in presence of ..C0U ‘ a 
‘ab eee a ee -omcinn the Bestator, and at. AécPrequest 


Of DLQ decease, in whose ever bunds or possess jon tue Subscribed ayd sworn tom open Court this] P +) 
to perform and fulity alt such duties as may be enjoined upon_ ee ' A 2 1885. | 
law charge nd in general to do and perform all other. days) ) 


i 
| nets whieh now are, or hereafter may be requires ot-Zee-eceby jaw, gh C4 ay ree | 
chal 4.\— ; Witness, Ze WIS rk of the County Court of the 

Cash on hand at time of Decease, = 


said coun 7 ‘adisqn, at his ae in Edwardsville, this 2-2 oe j j = ss — 
NOTES AND ACCOUNTS. dey of BEE A.D. 1889), and the Probate Seal of said i Re 


i 7 and secure, all and si 


‘tlelt rights and credits, whieh we 
Al the time 


i sume may be found in thi 


tate; and well and tra 
by the said Will, so fir ns there shall he property 


PR 


| || pesrenate. AMOUNT. M Court heretnto 
interest. | Goov. |] voustrut. | 


ae ee Pe . 


Nt TE. 
| BY WHOM OWING. Da 
1B 

t 


- Affidavit of Decegse--Va ue of Front, 
7 | Soe: Mmeliney © s/t pl fe (tt ee so SPR Se can eer dire 
| Pieler Jiecbity Op T* etl ae oe 


ss. 
being duly sworn, baie and saith— price brne Bs 


LOM 5 Lae eter NOR 1988, » Yler having made he last will and testa 
‘And that the value lof he Personal Estate docs not eacced the sum of na 


Dollars, to the best of ht 
lee 


Sreepls eartuact—b MW TEPS\ SUS 


Jrnorpledge and baliey, 
Eyes 


| 
ind. Personal Estate of 

B ot Inventory of the Real ani 

| Saf: do hereby certify thut the above is a corres 


Meth etear Ibedlungg— Deceased. y ; 


is day of. 
Gildas Wdd Ouse Nand, Bite can Meee ay of. 


185. 


Lull LLL, OO 


State of dines, To the Judge of the County Court 
Of Madison County, ¢ g 


‘MADISON COUNTY, 


ip Term, &. D. 17" 
The undersigned, Oct Liz of Loot uit [Atte é 
Z Ab ebb eee Ap eclite,~ 


Aeceased, would respectfully submit to the Court the following report of So 


els und doings as suck 


ee 


ITEMS OF RECEIPTS. 


———— q53- 


nee as 200000 
jek Byeatd 3200 
2 Se eo ow F BL: Yeo oot i 
Be eercotle Lath ~ the, | 
thn Seve Live cler ole Laver Lu, 
Aiclhated Yon ot, : 40 fit oF nik ove 
i ee VObO.00~ anitirccervect 
ow Lack at death of bata bm 
ek hane Lotfi 17 2, 


1F 0,20 bes 


STi oo 


age Ne ha ae ott ChE Litigdirnle) 
17 ete as A0ct! to Labee : 


| j SC oo | 
Proecin Aseacnet $y Blige ates. oe 70000 
are eee | 
Z : ZA on | 
eee ee Tt lel | 
ere tf anita k 
> es 
00g Po 


Lal | | 


Mcboage brwegh ie al Y | =P 


po res 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total amount received, 4902.80 fe ) 
1204,89 


=e ane prrpe4as 


Total amount paid out, 


Balance due, Jow ott Ge Bwline — 


7 
ss CONTRA. 
| ___ask to be credited with the following suas, paid out per receipts exhibited. 
ae x: = SS ee eS i aie 
Date. ITEMS PAID OUT. Amount. e _ Total Am't 
Fo 7 | Perettente EF ot. Shoe cack! good 
a é. ZO et Malone foo? 
Gg A Ferlow Poor 
oe | «See lax of bh A aso |? d 
eis | Soe 2 eet LPLb WIP 
6 ele. 2 AG a OFT LEG 
ee EOE MOL ao oe ony FOr San. 4 | 
oe Ge ZG wo. eee oe GE 00 
a | ante Gif of Ao t 
70 Caz LEE Conk ow 7000 
Za | bEcccn te - 2 oo 
ce LI SS LEE a a tee 
AF ee, reewe ¢ | 78 5D 
}yeee hin (baht brite £96 00 


In thf Key ity County Court, | 
In Probate, UGA Term, A. D. 18 


— being duly sworn, on oath says 


4 x . 
| that the annexed account against the ‘on of, MAL CANAL ata 


| deceased, amounting to the sum o 


— Dollars 


ris just, after allowing all ~ eredits, and is now due and unpaid. 


} Kalas ahi elt eG 


| Boe ay 
| 


ESTATE CLAIM FILE. 


day of 


20 o”v 


Je ee ee + 
amevith and pu 


WN Soc V¥ Car 
A Eo eee abana 


Ria leat — — CTE" G80 00 
. | 


70 @ 


| 
| 


= =the Eye of last will A Ler Zara 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


! : . 


= Of Wr Foccepep oem e 


State of ano. 


MADISON COUNTY, 


deceased, 


__of the estate of. sii eatin 


{ 
being duly sworn, says that the foregoing is a full and perfect account of dealings and transactions, «“ 
| 


"ae ee é ‘ 
on account of the said estate, from 


and of all moneys and offects received and paid out by 


= = = Seas em __ day of. 3) A, D. 187 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this day 


|S ga, & $ 
= 2 3} & is 
== Aan | E | éilg ¥ a: 
= > | Bale ag i i 
Ss i | | na | Ki 
= tHE) S SRS] | se i 
a vl ai) = = | x 
BS NG msSa) i 

x eal € Soi 3 : 
SN WE | Fea) 
aaa i saa; § ea hy 
= Sal a ene | 
aN ciel : 

; 


275 


Johann Georg Hotz? [50] Kunigunda Fellhauer?® [51] 


Johann Georg was born 2 Sep 1809 in Ostringen, in the Grand Duchy of When Kunigunda Fellhauer was born on 10 Jun 1813, in Ostringen, her father, Johannes, was 33, 
Baden. Both he and his father were farmers. and her mother, Catharina, was 29. 


Johann and Kunigunda did not emigrate to the US, as some of their children | She died 12 Jun 1864 at the age of 51.77 Her daughter Rosa was only 11 at the time. 
did. They both died in their hometown, although by the time Johann died 17 
Oct 1871 at the age of 62, it had become part of the German Empire. 


Parents Martin Hotz° [100] and Anna Maria Leiling?® [101] Parents Johannes Sebastian Fellhauer® [102] and Catharina Barbara Essenpreis? [103] 
Marriage date 12 Nov 1835 in Saint Cacilia Church, Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Reinhard 1836 1836 

Michael 21 Sep 1837 18 Oct 1837 
Bartholomue ‘Bartel 24 Dec 1838 in Ostringen Maria Anna Federer 12 Apr 1908, Illinois 
Josef 14 Mar 1841 Franziska Bender 1869 

Katharina 1843 1843 

Jakob 1844 Elisabeth Strohler 

Johannes 1846 

Stefanie 1848 Vincenz Kimmling 

Rosa* 25 Aug 1852 William Federer 19 Dec 1945, Illinois 


Hotz-Fellhauer marriage, 1835 


“Johann Georg Hotz, born on Sept. 2, 1809, and Kunigunda Fellhauer, born on June 10, 1813, both are 
from Ostringen. In the year 1835, on November 12, at 10:30 in the morning, after prior permission from 
the grand ducal administrative office in Bruchsal - No. 23743; granted on October 30, 1835 - and after 
prior statutory announcements that were posted on Sunday, November 1, and Sunday, November 8 of 
this year, after which no impediments or objections to this marriage were reported, were married in 
front of the below named witnesses in the local parish church by the undersigning: 


Johann Georg Hotz, unmarried citizen in Ostringen, legitimate son of the local citizen and farmer 
Martin Hotz and his wife Anna Maria neé Leiling, 


and the unmarried Kunigunda Fellhauer from Ostringen, legitimate daughter of the local citizen and 
master weavers Sebastian Fellhauer and his wife Katharina neé Essenpreif. 


Witnesses of the wedding were: Master cartwright Jakob Fellhauer and Johann Schwarz, both 
citizens in Ostringen.” 


261 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church Heiraten 1810-1891; FHL 1051560, 377; 342, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272224560. Translations for this family by Wilma Hofmann. 


Kunigunda Fellhauer burial, 1864 
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Kunigunda died when her youngest daughter, Rosa, was only 11. 
When Rosa was 19, her father Johann Hotz also died, and Rosa left for 
America shortly—perhaps only a few months—after he passed away. 
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68 Namensregister, Sterbebucher, 1870-1951. Stadtarchiv Karlsruhe, Karlsruhe, Deutschland. 
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Anton Forderer® [96] 


Born 22 Jul 1783 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. 


Maria Anna Hartlieb° [97] 


Born 27 Sep 1779 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer and died 21 Apr 1829 at the age of 49. 


Listed in Ostringen records as an ‘Ackermann,’ may be a farm worker or She and Antonius had at least 8 children, although the last two died as infants. 


field hand.” 
Anton died 11 Mar 1851 at the age of 68. 


Her youngest child to live to adulthood was Antonia—Antonia never married, but had a daughter 
Anastasia in 1844 who went on to marry Josef Heinzmann and have five children. 


Parents Peter Adam Forderer® [192] & Maria Eva Hammer? [193] Parents Johannes Hartlieb [194] (b. before 1755) & Magdalena [195] (b. before 1758) 2”° 
Marriage date 16 Nov 1807 in Ostringen 
Children 


Name Birth information 
Johannes Peter Joseph 5 Dec 1808 
Catharina 12 Nov 1809 
Maria Anna 2 Feb 1811 

Paul 27 Jun 1812 
Wilhelm* 28 May 1814 
Antonia 18 Sep 1815 
Augusta 19 Oct 1817 
Viktoria 18 Feb 1819 


67 Erom printed records provided by the Museum in Ostringen 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Karl Anton Hotz, 1835 1874 
Sebastian Kessler, 1848; Georg Friedrich Batzler, 1837 13 Oct 1880 
Regina Zipperle, 1849 29 Mar 1859 
Kathrina Trautner* 22 Jan 1885 in Illinois 
11 Nov 1882 
13 May 1819 
24 Oct 1819 


Historical context: Amt Kislau in the Holy Roman Empire 


When Anton and Maria Anna were children, their hometown of Ostringen, along with neighboring Mingolsheim and 
Langenbrucken were part of a small diocese/territory under the control of a bishop in the Holy Roman Empire. 


The Emperor's legitimacy always rested on the concept of frans/latio imperii, that he held supreme power inherited 
from the ancient emperors of Rome. A prince-bishop's power under the Emperor was two-fold: As a bishop, he was 
the spiritual ruler of his bishopric, and as a prince, he was the reigning sovereign and therefore also had political 
influence. The Forderers’ subdistrict was known as the Amt (district) Kislau. 


Amt Kislau was an official seat of the Bishopric of Speyer since the middle of the 14" century. Ostringen, Mingolsheim, 
and Langenbrucken, along with other small (<1000 inhabitants) towns, belonged to this district up until the end of the 
1700s. 


In 1803, the Bishopric of Speyer was dissolved as a political entity, and the whole district became part of Baden. 
Ecclesiastically however, the bishop remained located in Bruchsal, a more ‘urban’ area to the south of Ostringen. The 
ornate palace at Bruchsal was only about 10km away—Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart visited it on a tour in 1763. 


Although these communities were a firmly Catholic area that resisted impact from the Reformation, it’s notable that 
Bruchsal also contained the largest Jewish population in Baden with a remarkable 609 members by 1875. They were 
not necessarily equal under the law or integrated into mainstream society during the Forderers’ time in Ostringen, 
despite economic and cultural contributions in the area. 


On 22 Oct 1940, 78 were deported from Bruchsal, but also 4 from Mingolsheim, 2 from Ostringen, and 1 from 
Langenbrucken. Those expelled from Foérderer hometowns had birthdates in the 1880s and 1890s, so only Anton and 
Maria's children might have encountered them as infants, although they might have coexisted with their parents. 


Source: Landesarchiv Baden, https://www.leo-bw.de/web/guest/detail-gis/-/Detail/details/ORT/labw_ortslexikon/5433/%C3%96stringen. Schloss 
Bruchsal website, https://www.schloss-bruchsal.de/. Map recreated from Karte des Heiligen Ramischen Reiches 1789, Wikimedia user 
Ziegelbrenner. German Wikipedia articles on Heiliges Rémisches Reich and Bruchsal, 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heiliges_R%C3%Bémisches_Reich, https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruchsal. List of Jews expelled from Baden on 22 
Oct 1940, https://digital.blb-karlsruhe.de/blbihd/content/titleinfo/1079922. 


210 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 387 Taufen, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272223844 


Forderer-Hartlieb marriage, 18072” 


“In the year 1807, on November 16, after three prior announcements, 
and after no objections to this marriage were reported, were married 
by me, Christoph Gétz, parish priest here is Ostringen, after they both 

gave their consent: 


The honorable and unmarried Anton Forderer, legitimate son of Peter 
Adam Forderer, a citizen here, and the deceased Maria Eva neé 
Hammer, and the chaste maiden Maria Anna Hartlieb, legitimate 
daughter of Joannes Hartlieb, citizen here, and Maria Anna. 


Witnesses were Joannes Eichstetter and Anton Heeger, both citizens 
here. The witnesses and the groom signed this record together with 
me. The bride declared to be unable to write and signed with her 
personal hand with a cross.” 


ox 


DAS HEILIGE ROMISCHE REICH 
1 


BEE Geenze des Heligen Ricischen Reiches 
Lortomnate wed obs wvalherte Fehon hergeste 


° ~» wo 200 
Clonee 


Speyer (in lilac) and Baden (in gold) in 
the Holy Roman Empire in 1789 


2" https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q11Y-R8ZM : 16 January 2019), Antonium Forderer and Mariam Annam Hadlieb, 16 Nov 1807; Marriage, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg 
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Johann Trautner’® [98] Katharina Barbara Schmitt? [99] 


Born 28 May 1770, in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, when his father was 42 and his Katharina was born about 1773 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, and died 10 Aug 1843 
mother 40, Johann Trautner is listed in the church records with his profession, a in what had since become the Grand Duchy of Baden. 
glass master.” Johann married Katharina Schmitt of Kuppenheim in 1799.27 


After four earlier children, Katharina had a daughter Kathrina who died before she 


He died 9 Apr 1827 at the age of 56 in what had since become the Grand Duchy of turned two. Another daughter was born a year later, and Katharina named her 

Baden. Kathrina as well. This youngest daughter lived to marry Wilhelm Federer and travel to 
America. 

Parents Johan Melchior Trautner® [196] and Juliana Batzler® [197] Parents Unknown 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Johann Melchior 16 Dec 1798 Maria Anna Burger 22 Jul 1853 

Magdalena 1801 19 Feb 1802 

Bernhard* 11 Sep 1802 Margaret Weber 18 Jun 1883 

Maria Anna 23 May 1805 8 Feb 1845 

Kathrina 9 Aug 1808 28 Jan 1810 

Kathrina* 26 Mar 1811 Wilhelm Federer* 15 Sep 1883 in Highland, IL 


Johann and Katharina's son Bernhard also immigrated to the Highland, Illinois area. His son Nicholas appears several times throughout this book, and was also a prominent figure 
in Highland history. 


Johann Trautner burial, 
1827 


“Johannes Trautner from 
Ostringen. In the year 1827, on 
April 9, at 8 o'clock in the 
evening died Johannes 
Trautner citizen and master 
glacier in Ostringen, 55 years 
of age, after he was given the 
holy sacraments of the dying. 
He was buried on April 11, at 6 
o'clock in the evening, by the 
undersigning, at the local 
cemetery. 


Witnesses were Joseph 
Batzler and Joseph Siebold, 
citizens here. Ostringen, April 
1, 1827 - Heil” 


272 Erom printed records provided by the Museum in Ostringen 
213 Qstringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1797-1834; FHL 1051490, 183, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272234904 and https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272234903. Translations by Wilma Hofmann 


Martin Hotz? [100] 


Born 27 Feb 1778, in Ostringen, Bishopric 
of Speyer when his father was 42 and 
his mother 40. 


He died 6 Dec 1840 at the age of 62 in 


Ostringen, Baden. 


Anna Maria was born 15 Oct 1777 in Stettfeld, a 
small settlement immediately south of 
Langenbrucken. On this map from 1735 it is written 


” ‘Steffelt.’ 
“She died 1 Oct 1854 at the age of 76 in Ostringen, 


Baden.2” 


Death information 
1837 


17 Oct 1871 


31 Mar 1858 


Parents Johannes Martin Hotz° [200] and Maria Magdalena Vogel? [201] Parents Johannes Jakob Leiling [202] 
Marriage date 9 Feb 1802 in Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth Spouse name and marriage date 
Johann Paul 7 Sep 1804 

Johann Jacob 15 Feb 1807 Zazilia Essert 

Johann George 2 Sep 1809 Kunigunda Fellhauer 

Katharina Friedericka 4 Mar 1812 

Valentin 13 Feb 1815 

Konrad 21 Nov 1817 


214 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church Heiraten 1810-1891; FHL 1051560, 235; 439, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272227174 


Hotz-Leiling marriage, 1802 


“Martin Hotz and Anna Maria Leilingin - the latter died 
October 1, 1854 [0247 - page 703] 


In the year 1802, on the 9th of February, after three prior 
announcements, the first of which took place on [--], the 
second on [--] and the third on [--], and after no 
impediments to the wedding were detected, were 
married in the parish church here: 


Martin Hotz, legitimate son of the honorable citizen here 
Martin Hotz, and the chaste maiden Anna Maria Leilingin, 
legitimate daughter of the honorable Joannes Leiling, 
citizen in (possibly Zuzenhausen) 


Witnesses of the wedding were Martin Sieber and Jacob 
Hotz, brother of the groom, who signed together with me 
and the groom and bride this record.” 


Martin’s baptism is also noted in the margins of this 
record, February 1778 on page 374/3, and there is 
another event noted in 1840 (on page 353). 
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Johannes Sebastian Fellhauer?® [102] Catharina Barbara Essenpreis? [103] 


Johannes was born 2 Feb 1780 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. and died 3 Mar 1838 | Catharina Barbara was born 1 Mar 1784 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer and died 4 
at 58 in Ostringen, Baden. Jan 1854 at 69.275 


Johannes and Catharina have an unusual creativity in in child names, particularly for Catharina’s father, Johannes Anton Essenpreis [206] was born on June 9, 1755, in 
the period, with children like Kunigunda and Probus that do stand out in the church Ostringen, Germany. He died on 1 Feb 1824, in his hometown at the age of 68. 
books amongst the Maria Anna and Johanneses. Although a few of their younger 
children went to Illinois, (Pauline and Jacobine) their daughter Kunigunda, who is our 
ancestor, did not. Johannes and Catharina’s son, Johannes Bernhard, married an 
Agnes Hotz, and their daughter Kunigunda married Johann George Hotz, but Agnes 
and Johann were not siblings. 


Both Catharina’s parents died when she was 17, about 4 days apart. When she was 27, 
she married Johannes, and they had 8 children. 


Parents Johann Henric Fellhauer [204] and Anna Catharina Kleinlagel [205] Parents Johannes Anton Essenpreis [206] 
Marriage date 9 Feb 1807 
Children?” 


Name Birth Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Eva Catharina Mar 1808, (in Kirlach?) 

Johannes Bernhard 20 Aug 1810 Agnes Hotz (not a sibling of Johann George Hotz) Before 1930 in Baden 
Kunigunda 10 Jun 1813 Johann George Hotz 12 Jun 1854 in Ostringen 
Clara 2 Jun 1816 Carl Anton Schmitt 

Jacobine* 1819 Reinhardt Kimmling 30 Apr 1901 in St Louis MO 
Theresia 21 Aug 1821 Maximilian Burkard 

Pauline* 24 Jun 1824 Philipp Jacob Heinzmann 18 Apr 1908 in New Baden IL 
Probus 29 Aug 1827 Elizabeth Greulich 


See 


Fellhauer-Essenpreis marriage, 1807 
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Witnesses of the wedding were Martin Fellhauer and Peter Adam Korner, both citizens here, 
who signed this record together with me and the groom and bride.” 
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215 Sebastian Fellhauer in entry for Kunigunde Hotz, ; citing Burial, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Deutschland, 39, Erzbischdfliches Archiv Freiburg. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:8P3Z-X2B8 
276 Information on [102] and [103] comes from Fellhauer family research done by Judy Linenfelser. She wrote that she has the Familienbuch of Rauenberg/Rotenberg Baden, so that may be the source of some information. 
277 in the St George Catholic Church record book 


Peter Adam Forderer? [192] 


Born 28 Dec 1745, in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, his mother died when he 
was only 6, then his sister Maria Catharina died when he was 7. During that 


time his father remarried, and his halfsister was born when Peter Adam was 8. 


Peter and Maria had at least 8 children and are well documented in the Saint 
Cacilia church records.2”8 He died 17 Feb 1819. 


Parents Tobias Férderer [384] & Anna Maria Schrodt [385] 
Marriage date 24 Nov 1772 in Ostringen 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Catharina Barbara 5 Nov 1773 
Maria Eva 16 Jun 1775 
Johann Anton 15 Nov 1777 
Maria Caecilia 19 Jan 1779 
Franciscus Antonius 21 Oct 1781 
Antonius 22 Jul 1783 
Peter Adam 1 Feb 1786 
Katharina 7 Dec 1788 
Johannes 8 Jan 1796 


Forderer-Hammer marriage, 1772 


Maria Eva Hammer? [193] 


Born 25 Oct 1751, in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, married Peter Adam in Nov 1772, and her 
father died less than a month later. 


Maria Eva had 3 children that died young, before having Maria Caecilia who lived to marry 
Philipp Willman. Then she had 1 child who lived less than a year, before having Antonius, our 
ancestor, after which she had 3 more children. She died 17 Dec 1806 at the age of 55. 


Parents Johann Adam Nikolaus Hammer [386] & Maria Antonetta Nolcke [387] 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
9 Jun 1774 
1778 
23 Nov 1777 
Johann Philipp Willman 1822 
17 Jul 1782 
Maria Anna Hartlieb After 1819 
3 Nov 1825 
Rochus Fellhauer 9 Dec 1836 
Eva Elisabeth Schanzenbach 


Historical context: Becoming Badeners 


Note the dispensation; it’s unclear what the family relation they were concerned about, but In 1772 when Peter and Maria married, the nearby ‘Margraviate of Baden’ had just 


potentially it’s Tobias’: 


“In the year 1772, on November 24, after receiving a dispensation because of relations in 
the 3 degree, and after three prior announcements, the first of which was on the 23" 
Sunday after Pentecost, the 2™ on the day of the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the 
3 on the 24" Sunday after Pentecost, and after no objections to this marriage were 
reported, were married by me, Bernhard Schitz, parish priest here is Ostringen, at the 
church of St. Cecilia: the honorable and unmarried Peter Adam Forderer, [--] and citizen 
here, legitimate son of Tobias Forderer; and the chaste maiden Maria Eva Hammer in, 
legitimate daughter of the deceased, honorable citizen and councilman here, Adam 
Hammer. Witnesses were Tobias Forderer, father of the groom, and Sebastian Hammer, 


uncle of the bride, both citizens here.” 
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reunified. Count Hermann II called himself the ‘Margrave of Baden’ for the first time in 
1112. In 1535, Baden was divided in two: Baden-Durlach, mostly Protestant; and Baden- 
Baden, Catholic, both in the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. The residence 
of the ruler of Baden-Baden was in the Rastatt Palace, about 50km from Ostringen, 
except for in 1707 when the French occupied it. In 1771, Margrave Karl Friedrich 
inherited Baden-Baden, incorporating it into his dominion. There were no major urban 
centers in the margraviate. The social gap between the members of the margravial 
family and the subjects was particularly drastic in the 18th century. As an imperial 
general, Ludwig Wilhelm had a large income and his wife Sybilla Augusta brought a 
considerable fortune into the marriage. In 1721, Sibylla Augusta traveled personally to 
Vienna to speak to Emperor Charles VI to demand 2 million guilders they were owed. 


In the 18th century, the margravial court used its extensive funds mainly for 
maintaining the court and for the construction of buildings. This created jobs and led 
to the formation of a new bourgeoisie in Rastatt. However, there were no sustainable 
investments in the infrastructure; and Ludwig Wilhelm’s attempt to reorient the 


A, 
of a economy towards mercantilism was not continued by his wife and sons. 
“iy tn Hofkammerrat DUurrfeld wrote in 1765 that in the city of Baden there were open heaps 
SA of dung and "no spa guest [...] [could] put his foot out of the door without being attacked 


and surrounded by a gang of beggars or being followed on his way." 


In 1803 Baden was briefly promoted from a Margraviate to an ‘Electoral dignity,’ and 
the nearby Bishopric of Speyer (which contained Ostringen, Langenbriicken, and 
Mingolsheim) was secularized and integrated into Baden. For the first time, the 
Geigerbuchers were ‘Badeners’. 


Shortly after, in 1806, the year Maria Eva died, the Holy Roman Empire was dissolved 
and the region was enlarged and became the Grand Duchy of Baden. It stayed that 
way until it joined the German Empire in 1871. 


Source: Wikipedia articles on ‘Markgrafschaft Baden’ and ‘GroBherzogtum Baden’ accessed in 2022 


218 Ostringen Saint CAcilia Church records, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272230124 and https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272223834. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Johan Melchior Trautner® [196] Juliana Batzler?® [197] 


Born 8 Feb 1728 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, died 1790 at the age of 62. Born 9 Apr 1730 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, died 27 Dec 1805 at the age of 75. 


Johann ts listed as a glassblower, and his sons Johannes and George Franz 
became ‘glass masters.’ Other Trautners in town made windows. His daughter 
Katharina married a soldier from Bamberg. 


Parents Johannes Erwin Trautner [392] & Elisabeth Obermayer [393] Parents Sebastian Batzler [392] and Anna Barbara Widemann [395] 
Marriage date 1 Jul 1760 in Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Katharina 4 May 1761 28 May 1805 

Maria Magdalena ] Jul 1762 

Maria Martha 15 Aug 1763 10 Mar 1768 
Margarethe 21 Jul 1766 30 Apr 1769 
Johannes 28 May 1770 Katharina Barbara Schmitt 9 Apr 1827 

George Franz 11 May 1774 Elisabeth Weber 6 Mar 1825 


Trautner-Batzler marriage, 17602” 


“In 1760, on the Ist of July, after three prior announcements, the first of which took place on the 3rd Sunday, the second on the [?] Sunday after Pentecost, and after no objections to 
this marriage were reported, were married by me, Bernhard Schitz, the parish priest at the church of St. Cacilia in Ostringen: the honorable unmarried Melchior Trautner, legitimate 
son of the deceased citizen Erwin Trautner, and the chaste maiden Juliana Batzlerin, legitimate daughter of the deceased citizen Sebastian Batzler. After | both asked them for their 
consent and it was given to me solemnly from both verbally, | married them in front of the church and the following present witnesses: the honorable unmarried Joannes Batzler, 
citizen and [?], and Joseph Lenz, citizen and tailor here, relatives of the groom.” 
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219 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church records. Translation by Wilma Hofmann 


Johannes Martin Hotz° [200] Maria Magdalena Vogel? [201] 


Born 28 Nov 1735. Died after 1791 in Ostringen. Born 9 Aug 1737. Died 25 Jun 1785 in Ostringen at the age of 47. 
Parents Unknown Parents Peter Vogel 

Marriage date 7 May 1765 in Ostringen. This was J. Martin’s second marriage. 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Johann 18 Dec 1768 2 Mar 1769 
Johann Jacob 23 Jan 1770 

Martin 27 Feb 1778 Anna Maria Leiling 6 Dec 1840 

Franz Josef 9 Nov 1780 


Hotz-Vogel marriage, 17657°° 


“In 1765, on the 7th of May, after three prior announcements, the first of which took place on the 2nd , the second on the 3rd, and the third on 4th Sunday after Easter, and after no 
objections to this marriage were reported, were married by me, Bernhard Schitz, the parish priest at the church of St. Cacilia in Ostringen: the honorable widower Martin Hotz, a 
citizen here, and the chaste maiden Magdalena, legitimate daughter of [possibly: the deceased] Johann Peter Vogel, citizen and tailor here. After | both asked them for their consent 
and it was given to me solemnly from both verbally, | married them in front of the church and the following present witnesses: the honorable man and citizen here Johann Wolfgang 
Hirsch, and Philipp Wittmann, citizen here.” 
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280 Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q11T-J82M. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Johann Henric Fellhauer® [204]7°' Anna Catharina Kleinlagel [205] 


Born 29 Mar 1743 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, died 2 Jan 1796 at 54. Born 23 Dec 1748 in Rettingheim, in the Bishopric of Speyer.?®* Her father Johannes was 61 at 
the time, and her mother was 42. Her father died only a few months after she was born. 


Anna Catharina died 6 Jan 1796, at the age of 49. 


He died only a few days before his wife. 


Parents Johannes Henric Fellhauer [408] and Anna Barbara Anselm [409] Parents Johannes Adam Kleinlagel [410] Maria Magdalena Walther [411] 
Marriage date 1 Feb 1768 in Ostringen 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Maria Anna Fellhauer 30 Mar 1768 Johannes Rothermel Apr 1845 

Peter Joseph Fellhauer 29 Jun 177) Maria Eva Becker 5 Sep 1841 
Johannes Fellhauer 15 May 1774 Maria Elisabetha Hirsch 11 May 1828 

Maria Magdalena Fellhauer Feb 24 1777 13 Mar 1777 

Eva Elisabetha Fellhauer Feb 24 1777 

Johannes Sebastian Fellhauer 2 Feb 1780 Catharina Barbara Essenpreis 3 Mar 1838 


Fellhauer-Kleinlagel marriage, 17687°° 


“In 1768, on the 10th of February, after three prior announcements, the first of which took place on the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany, the second on the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany, and 
the third on Septuagesima Sunday, and after no objections to this marriage were reported, were married by me, Bernhard Schutz,the parish priest at the church of St. Cacilia in 
Ostringen: the honorable unmarried Henricus (Heinrich) Fellhauer, and honorable man and citizen here, legitimate son of Henricus Fellhauer, and the chaste maiden Catharina 
Kleinlogelin, legitimate daughter of the deceased Johann Adam Kleinlagel, a honorable man and citizen in Rettigheim. After | both asked them for their consent and it was given to 
me solemnly from both verbally, | married them in front of the church and the following present witnesses: the honorable Henricus (Heinrich) Fellhauer, father of the groom, and 
Martin Fellhauer, brother of the groom, both are citizens here. Heinrich Fellhauer: born March 29, 1743; baptized: March 30, 1743; died: January 2, 1798. Catharina Kleinlagel: died 
January 6, 1798 (about 48 years old)” 
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281 From Fellhauer family research done by Judy Linenfelser. She wrote that she has the Familienbuch of Rauenberg/Rotenberg Baden, so that may be the source of her information. Otherwise she also cites the Oestringen 
church records so she likely has accessed them as well. 

282 Rettigheim Saint Nicholas Church Familienregister 1682-1924, 67 

283 Baden, Erzbistum Freiburg, katholische KirchenbUcher, 1678-1930 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q1IT-JZ2M, Henricum Fellhauer and Catharinam Kleinlogel, 1 Feb 1768. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Tobias Forderer® [384] Anna Maria Schrodt® [385] 


Tobias’ history is among the sadder ones in the family story. Tobias [384] is his parents’ Anna Maria was born 25 Sep 1714 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer and died at 
third attempt at having a Tobias. They had had two Tobiases before him: One in 1715 who the age of 38. 


UVEM Sy cal aned Mave eli ape Cond TEniaS Wie-appeats to. Navedicd ehbinth Anna Maria was almost seven years older than husband Tobias, but they would 


After finally getting her Tobias 24 Oct 1721, Tobias’ mother passed away when he was only have known each other because their parents (Johann Georg and Anna 
four, and his father died when he was 19. Katharina) were siblings. 

Tobias is listed in Ostringen records as an Ackermann (farm worker.) Anna Maria’s father. Peter Adam [770] was born in 1690 and married Anna 
At 22, he married Anna Maria Schrodt, who was almost seven years older than him, and Katharina Forderer [771]. He is listed in Ostringen records as ‘Schmied’, a smith. 
they had three children together. She died in December of 1752, and by February 1753 he His father was Adam, [1540]. 

married Magdalena Kessler. Their youngest daughter died an infant a few months after 

birth. He died on 31 Oct 1779, in his hometown at the rather young age of 58. 


Parents Johann Georg Forderer [768] & Anna Barbara Heim [769] Parents Peter Adam Schrodt [770] & Elisabetha [771] 
Marriage date 17 Jan 1744 in Ostringen?*4 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Peter Adam 28 Dec 1745 in Ostringen Maria Eva Hammer 17 Feb 1819 in Ostringen 
Anna Maria 15 Jul 1748 Heeger 
Maria Catharina 16 Sep 1752 11 Sep 1753 
Tobias Forderer baptism, 1721 Anna Maria Schrodt burial, 1752 
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After his wife (and cousin) Anna Maria died at only 38, Tobias remarried (20 Feb 1753) a woman named Magdalena Kessler? and had the following five children: 
14 Jun 1754 Maria Catharina (died at birth) 
31 Jan 1757 Catharina 
6 Apr 1759 Johann Benedikt 
21 Jul 1762 Maria Salome 
16 Oct 1765 Maria Elisabeth 


264 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 206 Taufen; 482 Heirat; 511 Heirat; 567 Heirat https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272229555 
285 https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272230122 
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Johann Adam Nikolaus Hammer? [386] 


Johann was born 1 Oct 1724 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer and died 18 Dec 1772 at 
the age of 48.78 He was the oldest of 10 children, although only a few of his siblings 
lived to be old enough to appear in the Ostringen marriage records. 


His father, Nikolaus Hammer? was born about 1702, died 20 Aug 1772 and his mother 
was Elisabetha Waas°, born 15 Mar 1702. They married 7 Oct 1725. 


Elisabetha’s father was Johann Georg Waas [1546]”®’, born about 1662 in Rotenberg, 


Baden, and died 30 Dec 1745 in Ostringen. Her mother would have been Anna Katharina 


[1547], died 16 Dec 1742 in Ostringen. 


Johann Georg Waas's [1546] parents are listed as Wolfgang Wilhelm and Anna Bender 
in a German-language feraily tree that has been shared on the GEDBAS database. 


Maria Antonetta Nelecke [387] 


Born 2 Feb 1731 in Otterstadt, just north of the city of Speyer. Maria Antonetta married 
Johann Adam when she was 17 years old. Maria Antonetta’s father, Hermann’s, 
parents were Joannis Herman Nolcke [1548] and Maria Magdalena [1549].788 


Maria Antonetta’s mother, Eva Barbara was born 13 May 1709, married 9 May 1730 in 
Otterstadt. 


It's been suggested that Eva Barbara's father was Johan Jacob Lemmerich [1550], 
born about 1676, citing many records that likely come from St Cacilia in Ostringen. 
Her mother is suggested as Margarethe Weid [1551] (1677-1751, Otterstadt). 


Johan Jacob's father was Hans Dietrich Lemmerich, born 1640, married Eva Hamann, 


died 20 Jul 1729. 


Parents Nikolaus Hammer (772) & Elizabeth Waas 1773] 
Marriage date 28 May 1748 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Catharina Barbara Oct 1749 

Maria Eva 25 Oct 1751 
Barbara Elizabeth 15 Jul 1753 
Friedrich Josef 20 Nov 1762 

Carl Friedrich 3 Apr 1766 
Johannes Francis 25 Nov 1771 


Hammer-Nelecke marriage, 1748 
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Parents Hermann Nolcke [774] & Eva Barbara Lemmerich [775] 


Spouse name Death information 


Peter Adam Forderer 17 Dec 1806 


1767 


Maria Antonetta’s aAnpiace Otterstadt, north of the catty of Speyer 
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286 Qstringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 564 Heirat; 192 Taufen, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272223856 
287 Stammbaum Familie Griiner und Metz Stand 29.06.2020, Metz-Mannheim@t-online.de, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1250059153 
288 ‘Joannis Hermanni’ and ‘Mariae Magdalenae'’ are listed in Latin in German marriage records as having a child, Joannes Herrmannus Nelcke, but we have no further information. 


Johannes Erwin Trautner® [392] Elizabeth Obermayer’® [393] 


Born about 1698, the marriage record below from Ostringen says he came Elizabeth was born 20 Jan 1706 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. 
from the ‘Heusenstamm’. If so, he traveled quite far for the time as She died on 12 Feb 1775 
Heusenstamm was in Hesse, more than 100 kilometers (62 miles) away. , 


He died 10 Sep 1734 in Ostringen at the age of 36. 


Parents Unknown Parents Johann Adam Obermayer [786] & Katharina [787] 
Marriage date 12 Nov 1726 in Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Johann Melchior Trautner 8 Feb 1728 Juliana Batzler 1790 

Johannes Georg May 1734 1734 

Maria Eva Trautner 1732 1759 


Trautner-Obermayer marriage, 1726 
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Johanne 
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Henric Fellhauer [408]?°’ 


J) unter 26 


Born 1710 in Rauenberg, written in this map as 
j,, Frauenberg, in the Bishopric of Speyer. 


His mother died when he was 24 and five months 
“= later he married Anna Barbara in Rauenberg. 


| The Fellhauers lived in Rauenberg, but it seems 
that Johannes Henric came south about 7km to 
Ostringen with Anna Barbara as he died 25 Mar 
1785 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. 


Parents Jacobi Fellhauer [816] and Anna Margaretha [817] 
Marriage date 3 May 1735 in Rauenberg 


Children 
Name Birth information 
Johannes Matthias 1738 
Martin Matthias 31 Jan 1740 
Anna Maria 12 Nov 1741 
Johann Heinrich Matthias 29 Mar 1743 
Johann Jakob 4 Dec 1744 
Johannes Joseph 23 Jan 1747 
Johannes Jacob 22 Oct 1748 
Anna Maria Eva 14 Oct 1751 
Andreas 1 Dec 1754 
Johannes Bartholomaus 1757 
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Spouse name and marriage date 
Catharina Barbara Kessler 7 Jul 1766 


Anna Catharina Kleinlagel 01 Feb, 1768 


Anna Barbara Anselm? [409] 


Born 20 Sep 1716 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. 
Two of their sons died on the same day; 13 Sept 1756. 
She died 14 May 1766, at the age of 49. 


Parents Bartolomaus [818] ?-1735 and [819] Anna Catharina Sauer 1688-1729 


Death information 
31 May 1805 
1822 in Mingolsheim 


2 Jan 1798 
13 Sept 1756 
13 Sept 1756 


Maria Theresia Hoffman 4 Jan 1840 in Malsch 14 Jul 1820 
7 Mar 1805 
Maria Anna Marschall 19 Nov 1810 24 Jun 1834 


Fellhauer-Anselm marriage, 1735 


Catholic church: on the 3rd of May: 


the honorable unmarried Henricus (Heinrich) Vellhauer, legitimate son the honorable 
man Jacob Fellhauer, citizen and [possibly: baker] here, 


and the chaste maiden Barbara, legitimate daughter of the deceased Bartholomaus 
Anselm, citizen and baker in Ostringen. 


Witnesses to the marriage were: Thomas Moser, citizen and carriage driver, and the 
noble [ - ] Georg Geich [- - -] here.” 


289 Information on this couple from Fellhauer family research done by Judy Linenfelser. Marriage record translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


“In the year 1735, were married by me, Johann Joseph Faber, according to the rites of the 


Johannes inal Kleinlagel [410] Maria Magdalena Walther [411] 


J. A. Kleinlagel was born 17 Oct 1687 in Born 23 Nov 1706, died in 1771. 

_, Rettingheim, about 3km north of Ostringen, in the . ae 

Bishopric of Speyer, and died 29 Jul 1750 in Mother to two children, although only Anna Catharina lived to adulthood. 
~ Rettingheim.?” When J.A. died in 1750, she was only 44. Her second marriage was to Josef 


Maternal grandfather was potentially Samuel Bemberget invitee, bub they Ned me children: 


= Rudolf [1642] c. 1645-1691. 


# J A's first marriage was to Johanna Weiler in 
Rettingheim in 1714 and they had 6 children, at 

a least one of which (Maria Eva) lived to adulthood 
<=» as she appears in the Rettingheim marriage 
records. 


Barents Jonaunds Quirin [820] (~ 1662) and [821] Anne Maria Rudolf (~1666-1710). Parents Martin Walther (1672- 1740) 822] Anna Mania Ruff [823] 1662-1710 
Marriage date 5 Jul 1745 in Ostringen 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Johann Michael 1746 1746 

Anna Catharina 1748 Johann Heinrich Matthias Fellhauer 1798 

Johannes Adam Kleinlagel baptism, 1687 Maria Magdalena Walter baptism, 1706 


290 Baden, Erzbistum Freiburg, katholische Kirchenbiicher, 1678-1930 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MS7-BG2M, Joannis Adami Kleinlagel in entry for Joannes Michael Kleinlagel, Oct 1746 
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Kleinlagel-Walther marriage, 17452” 
“On July (date unclear, hidden in fold) were married: 


the humble maiden Maria Magdalena from here, legitimate daughter of the honest and 
strong man Martin Walter, civic councilman here, with the honorable Adam Kleinlagel, a 
citizen in Rettigheim.” 


Historical context: The Long Bridge sees tough 
times 


q Having a set of twins (Johann Georg and Anna Maria) might 
a - ageAd bo pltscn hrs ‘sha we: 4 have been a bit of a bright spot for Matthias and Anna Barbara, 
jidon difiinct q who likely lived through some dark periods; and practically a 


re tem hm. wari Sorchye: Ptlarmel qu baby boom for his village. The year before Matthias was born 


could be considered a rock-bottom year for our little triangle 

Bi Pacem “hts telah, Hh Kiva 4 of towns in Speyer—after a few centuries of war and struggle, 
Leihel hei ovine 4 only 180 people still live in Mingolsheim or Langenbrtcken, 

4 q which are still administered to from the office in the castle at 
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eo: med nse ve meh se z : mentioned in 1083. In 1341, to secure the traffic routes around 


hf lps relictyer pooad peril we Agwe-vind Letts Ue! 4 Kislau, a long bridge was built to protect the customs station. 
: . : q Long bridge in German, ‘lange Brucke’ gives the settlement its 
Daa pe ie “— we — Wrigers (b j name. The castle is the administrative seat for an office of the 


Me q Bishopric of Speyer. Mingolsheim, Langenbrucken and many 
7 . other nearby villages were administered from the Kislau 
office. There is also evidence there of an episcopal winery. 


4 ee ify, 5. 4 Kislau. 


1470 Census in the Bishopric of Speyer: Langenbrucken has 
365 inhabitants, Mingolsheim 480. 


21 Baden, Erzbistum Freiburg, katholische Kirchenbicher, 1678-1930 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q11IB-HW2M, Joanne Adamo Kleinlagel and Mariam Magdalenam, 1 Jul 1745. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


Johann Georg Forderer® [768] 


It appears Johann Georg may have been a twin, born 23 Aug 1690, with a twin sister Anna 
Maria (who later married Johann Phillip Walther). 


Johann Georg was a baker and also worked in the court, according to Ostringen records. 
He married Anna Barbara (or Maria Barbara) Heim in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer.2% 


Two years after Anna Barbara died, Johann Georg married an Anna Maria Eva Helfinger, 
who appears to have perhaps been married to a Jakob Lautenschlager before. She and 
Johann had about 6 children but it’s not clear if any of them survived to adulthood. 


Johann Georg died 30 May 1741 at the age of 50. 


Parents Matthias Forderer [1536] & Anna Barbara Rothermel [1537] 
Marriage date 30 Apr 1713 in Ostringen 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Anton Georg 13 Jun 1714 
Tobias 1715 

Tobias 1717 

Matthaeus 1718 

Tobias 172) 


1525 During the Peasants’ War, Kislau Castle falls into the hands of the rebellious 
population. After a month, soldiers of the Palatinate Elector put an end to the uprising. 
The Bishop of Speyer remains sovereign, the Reformation does not prevail among the 
farmers of "his" villages. 


1621 During the Thirty Years' War, Protestant troops under Count von Mansfeld destroy 
Langenbrucken. 1622 A major battle breaks out between Mansfeld's troops and the 
imperial troops under Tilly on the Ohrenberg in Mingolsheim. Mingolsheim is also 
destroyed. 


In 1645 only a total of 180 people live in the two villages. 

In 1646 Matthias Forderer is born. 

1675 During the Palatinate War of Succession, Kislau Castle was razed by the French. 
1690 The Forderer twins are born. 


1721 Bishop Damian Hugo von Schénborn has Kislau converted into a hunting lodge and 
summer residence. Mingolsheim has 822 inhabitants, Langenbrucken 554. 


1762 to 1802 Kislau functions as the Oberamt in the Prince-Bishopric of Speyer. 


Source: Bad Schénborner Geschichte: die Chronik der wiedervereinigten Dorfer Mingolsheim und 
Langenbrtcken, Volume 1, 2006. Verlag Regionalkultur. ‘Kislau,’ Landesarchiv Baden. https://www.leo- 
bw.de/web/guest/detail-gis/-/Detail/details/ORT/labw_ortslexikon/5534/Kislau+-+Wohnplatz 


Anna Barbara Heim? [769] 


Anna Barbara, born 23 Nov 1693 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, married Johann 
Georg when she was 19. She died on 27 Apr 1726 at 32, after having several children 
that did not survive infancy. They had an Anton in 1714, a Tobias in 1715 who died in 
1716, another Tobias in 1717 who did not survive, and finally her only surviving son, 
Tobias, who was 4 when she, herself, died. 


Her father, Johann Georg Heim was born sometime before 1669 in Ostringen. Her 
mother, Magdalena Schwarz’ was born sometime before 1670 in Ostringen.2% 


Parents Johann Georg Heim? [1538] & Magdalena Schwarz(enberg?)° [1539] 


Spouse name Death information 


Anna Catharina Rosch 24 Jan 1763 
1716 
1718 
1718 

Anna Maria Schrodt 17719 


Anna Barbara Heim baptism, 1693 


22 Ostringen Saint CAcilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 243 Heirat, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272229540 
23 Ostringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 78 Taufen; 243 Heirat, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272224563 
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Matthias Forderer® [1536] 


When Matthias Férderer was born on 3 Jun 1646, in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer, 
his father, Hans, was 38 and his mother, Anna, was 35. 


He is listed in Ostringen records as an ‘Anwalt,’ a lawyer. He married Maria Walther in 
1672 and they had two children together, although only one, Eva Susanna, survived to 
adulthood. Maria died at the age of 25, only 2 months after giving birth to Eva. 


He died on 13 Nov 1718, in his hometown at the age of 72. 


His father, Hans was born 1608 and died 15 Jan 1679. Hans married Anna Appel (born 
~1611 in Rossach, daughter of ClaB Appel) on 13 Jan 1631 in Ostringen, and they had: 
Johann Bartholomaus (1640-1641), Johann Wolfgang (1641-7), Jakob (1644-1694) 
Matthias, and Caspar (1650-7). Anna Appel died 3 Sep 1691 in Ostringen.2% 


Parents Hans Forderer [3072] and Anna Appel [3073] 
Marriage date 31 Jan 1677 in Ostringen 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Susanna 10 Nov 1677 

Anna Catharina 15 Mar 1679 

Anna Barbara 9 Feb 1681 

Maria Catharina 1 Nov 1682 
Johann Michael About 1685 
Johann Leonhard 26 Oct 1684 

Anna Maria 23 Aug 1690 
Johann Georg 23 Aug 1690 


Mathias Forderer baptism, 1646 


Anna Barbara Rothermel?® [1537] 


Anna Barbara was born 22 Dec 1653 in Ostringen, Bishopric of Speyer. Her 
parents were Bartholomaus (1625-1684) and Anna Katharina (1632-1678). 


About six months after Matthias’ first wife Maria Magdalena passed away, 
Matthias married Anna Barbara. They had 8 children together—her last two 
children, Johann Georg and Anna Maria, were twins. 


Matthias’ fifties and Anna Barbara's forties were part of the so-called Little 
Ice Age, a period at the end of the 1600s during which harvests failed and 
famines hit Europe for several years. 2% 


She died on 22 Feb 1711 at the age of 57. 


Parents Bartholomaus Rothermel [3074] and Anna [3075] 


Spouse name Death information 


1707 

10 Feb 1730 
Anna Maria Eva 12 Sep 1746 
Joannes Philipp Walter 10 Feb 1730 
Anna Barbara Heim 30 May 1741 


294 Qstringen Saint Cacilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 11 Taufen; 2 Taufen; 12 Taufen; 15 Taufen; 16 Taufen; 207 Heirat, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272218065 


25 Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Little Ice Age’ https://www.britannica.com/science/Little-Ice-Age 


Forderer-Rothermel marriage, 16777% 


Johannes Forderer burial, 1679 


296 Qstringen Saint CAcilia Church Taufen 1628-1797, Heiraten 1630 -1809, Tote 1595-1800; FHL 1051489, 217 Heirat, https://gedbas.genealogy.net/person/show/1272229540 


Federer-Bellm Family Part 2: Bellm side 


____ Leonhard BELLM 
___ Johannes Michael [832] 
BELLM [416] | Anna Maria KLEIN 
[833] 
Andreas BELLM ol 
[208] Andreas Mathias 
-——— MICHENFELDER -——— MICHENFELDER 
Christinae [834] {1668} 
— MICHENFELDER <; 
[417] Anna Catharina __ Wendelin ZEISILL 
ZEISILL [835 1670 
___ Johannes BELLM (38) ae Balthasar 
[104] -— STEEGMUELLER 
Wolfgang [3344] 
STEEGMUELLER < 
Johann Balthasar [1672] — Susanna [3345] 
-— STEEGMUELLER 
Karl Andreas Simon [836] Barbara HIPPLER 
BELLM** [52] | -——— STEEGMUELLER [1673] 
AM. [418] Dorothea [837] 
'— STEGMUELLER ©; 
[209] Anna Maria : 
BRENNER [419] _—— Withelm SERTE Joannis Petri Joannis Jodoci 


Eva Catharina _ [210] RINGSHAUSEN USERS 
SERTE [105] — [422] [844] 
/ 


~ RINGHAUSEN [211] 


Anna Margaretha 
HASSIS [423] 
___ Felix BELLM™ Sr _ | 
(26 Caspar KUHN 
Johannes Georg [424] 
KUHN [212] Anna Barbara 
KUHMAENN [425] 
-— J.6.M. KUHN [106] 
___ William FEDERER Joannis Petri Joannis Jodoci 
[12] -——— RINGSHAUSEN INGSHEUSERS 
‘ Anna Maria 422 B44 
Lena M BELLM [13] |__ Marie Magdalena. RINGSHAUSEN ©} ii es 
KUHN [53] [213] | __ Anna Margaretha 
HASSIS [423] 
Johann Michael 
Cathari 
[Jacob RALL [108] Le a JONITZ [214] Marcus HASIS 
r— Jacob RALL* [54] 2} [107] Maria Christina tal 
| __ Rosine (MAIER?) HASIS [215] 
[109] ‘— Anna MARIA [431] 
Jakob Anton Maria URSULA 
'— Barbara RALL [27] | i o—— 
Johann Jakob | GSCHWEND [220] [441] 
GSCHWEND [110] Maria Barbara 
Maria Anna “Mary BUCHER [221] 
‘— Ann" GSCHWEND* | 
[55] ___ Joseph GACHTER 
Marianne | [222] Jakob STIGER 
GACHTER [IT] | Catharina STIGER [446] 
[223] _ Katharina KOBLER 
[447] 
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Barbara Rall was born on 25 Dec 
1845 in Highland, Illinois, and died 
on 6 Nov 1940 in Marine, Illinois. 


She was the oldest child of 8 of 
Jacob Rall* and Maria Anna 
Gschwend’, although she had one 
older half-sister. 


Felix Bellm*? [26] Barbara Rall [27] 
YY, DoS em SOFelix Bellm* was born on 6 Jun 1840 in pues plone 
pat s2-<Gea} Langenbriicken, which at the time was oe Pe 


@3p__— part of the Grand Duchy of Baden. 


He immigrated with his whole family, but after his parents died young he was 
raised by his older brother. 


He eventually died of pneumonia on 28 Mar 1900 in Grantfork, Illinois at the 
age of 59. 

She married Felix Bellm* on 10 Jan 
1865 and lived with her second 
youngest daughter, Lena (Federer) 
in Marine when Felix passed away. 
Barbara had 3 children die in 
infancy, and 5 live to adulthood. 
She and Felix also appear to have 
adopted a son. 


Barbara was 94 and 10 months 
when she died. 


Parents Charles Karl Andreas Bellm* [52] and Marie Magdalena Kuhn* [53] Parents Jacob Rall®* [54] and Maria Anna Gschwend* [55] 
Marriage date 10 Jan 1865 in Madison County, Illinois 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Ludwig 23 May 1866 Grantfork 6 Aug 1870 Grantfork 
Johannes Jacob ] Mar 1868 Grantfork 3 Aug 1870 Grantfork 
Rosa 1872 John Frisse 13 Apr 1961 Highland 
Anna 1875 John Casper Schwarz 8 Jan 1959 Highland 
Emma 7 Sep 1877 Grantfork 2 Aug 1878 Grantfork 
Emil 1878 Elizabeth Winter 14 May 1933 Highland 
LenaM 14 Nov 1880 in Leef William Federer 1905 14 May 1941 Highland 
Felix Charles 12 Feb 1884 in Grantfork Elizabeth Rosie 3 Apr 1925 Highland 


Felix was the second-youngest child of Charles Karl Andreas Bellm* and Marie Magdalena Kuhn*. He came to America in 1845, landing in New Orleans on 10 Jun with his parents 
and 8 siblings. Cholera hit Highland in 1849, killing many, and it was a very sad time in the town—Felix’s parents died of cholera when he was only 8, so he lived with his brother 
Valentin. 


Felix married Barbara Rall on 10 Jan 1865 in Madison, Illinois. The couple initially made their home on a farm northeast of Highland, but later moved to the neighborhood of 
Grantfork, where he farmed successfully until August 1899, at which time he moved to the village of Saline to spend his days in retirement. 


Felix farmed until August 1899 when he retired. He died at the family home on 28 Mar 1900. His obituary stated that he had suffered an attack of lagrippe, which later merged into 
pneumonia, the immediate cause of his death. He was buried in St. Gertrude Cemetery in Grantfork, Madison County, Illinois. The Bellms were members of St. Gertrude Catholic 
Church in Grantfork and were buried at the cemetery there, although Felix’s older brother was quite active at St Paul. 


The 1870 census shows the value of Felix Bellm’s real estate was already $3200. He acquired additional land in later years. Ludwig and Johannes, the first two children of Felix and 
Barbara, both died of scarlet fever in August 1870 and were buried in St. Joseph Cemetery in Highland. A third child, Emma, died in August 1878 just one month before her first 
birthday. 


Felix Bellm baptism, 1840777 Felix and his siblings in the home of older brother Valentin Bellm, 1850 
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Barbara Rall, US Census 1850 
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Valentin Bellm household, US Census 1865 


Although Felix was married by the time this census was taken, it’s possible they are living in his brother Valentin Bellm’s household in Highland, as they haven't been recorded 
individually, and the members of the family are not listed here by name. Note that there are 8 people living in the home, and that 2 have served in the militia. This could include Felix, 
given that he was listed on a conscription document in 1864. Felix does have older brothers, but they are all married for at least 5 years by this time. Peter appears on his own ona 
different page of this census, with 9 people living in his household, 1 of which also served in the militia. Therefore, it’s possible that the second ‘militia’ mark refers to Felix, who may 
still be living with Valentin at this time. 
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Bellm-Rall marriage, 10 Jan 18657%° 
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Felix and Barbara Bellm, US Census 1870 


In 1870, the couple is living in Grantfork. It is interesting that Felix 
wrote that he’s from Austria, which must have been a mistake. He 
likely knew his parents came Baden, even if they died when he 
was very young. 


The census also lists Caroline Rawl (sp) in the household. Caroline 
is a younger sister of Barbara Rall Bellm. 


Felix Bellm and his brother-in-law Sebastian Zolk were 
administrators for the estate of their father-in-law Jakob Rall 


following his death 23 Sep, 1878. Felix’s signature is shown on that 
probate file. 
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Felix and Barbara’s sons pass from scarlet fever, US Census Mortality Schedule 1870 
Ludwig and John died 3 days apart at the age of 2 and 4. Two years later, Barbara and Felix had their next child. 
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Felix and Barbara adopt a son, baptized as a teen in 1879°° 


After they'd had six children of their own (and three had died), Barbara and Felix appear in this baptism record for a Herman, born about 1865, who was never baptized as a baby. 
The next year, he is documented as living with them, but as a servant in their home. He also is not mentioned in Felix’s will or obituary, so although he is written as ‘adopted son’ in 
this baptism record, he doesn’t seem to be a major part of the Bellm family. His sponsor appears to be a Peter Kremer but it’s hard to read, and attempts to confirm his relationship 
have not been successful. There is a Herman A Bellm who married a Rose, but that source lists an Adam Bellm as his father. There is another Herman Bellm, who lives in the 
Highland area and is single, living as a lodger until his 70s and | think this seems more likely. 
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Felix and Barbara Bellm, US Census 1880 


In 1880, Felix and Barbara reported living in Leef Township 


= , Mdguaived SULT LY, LIN Rosa Bellm and 


) Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 


Page No. / 4 


i Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the 1st day of June, 1880. No others will. CRGSSSQENE IGA y 19. 1 J h l . F . 301 
isor’s Dist. No. June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. Oo n A oIis risse 
Supervisor's Dist. No. 3 
v7 ) Note C-—Questions Fics. 49,44, £2 and 95 are not io be asked in respect to parsons under 10 yeare of age, 
Enumeration Dist. No. 4 


Felix and Barbara's daughter 
Rosa married John Alois 
Frisse, son of Geigerbuchers 
Franz and Theresa Frisse 
(Chapter 5). 
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John Alois was Estella (Frisse) 
Federer’s uncle. Estella 

married Rosa Bellm’s nephew, 
Wilbur Federer. 
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3°| Photos provided by Alan Landmann 


The Bellms of Pestalozzi Street in 
Highland, map from 1906 


When Felix’s parents died, Felix and his 
siblings lived with their older brother 
Valentin. Valentin married a Swiss woman, 
Barbara Buchmann, in St Louis in 1850. Given 
property values reported on census records, 
Valentin may have inherited enough money 
from his parents to care for his siblings 
financially. 


In 1877, the couple had a room prepared in 
their house for the priest of St. Paul during 
the bishop's visit, which was the ‘most 
important event in 1877’. Valentin was a 
member of the church's St Joseph's Society, 
and in 1887, he donated a St Paul statue to the 
church. 


According to census records, Valentin’s home 
was on Pestalozzi Street in Helvetia (later, 
Highland), Illinois at least until 1900, which is 
a noteworthy parallel to Felix’s descendant 
and this book’s author, who lived on 
Pestalozzi Street in Geneva, Confoederatio 
Helvetica (Switzerland) in 2017. 


Valentin and his wife never learned English. 
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Valentin, C. Bellm, J.V. Bellm properties outside of Highland, map from 1906 
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Felix Bellm burial record, 1900°% 
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Felix Bellm obituary and gravestone, 1900 


“He came to America in 1845 with his parents and siblings. After the death of his 
parents he made his home with his eldest brother, Valentine. After his marriage the 
couple took up their abode on a farm northeast of Highland, but later moved to the 
neighborhood of Grantfork, where he farmed successfully until August, 1899, at which 
time he moved to the village of Grantfork to spend his days in retirement. He had a 
public sale at his farm place, two miles northeast of Grantfork on 19 August 1899. 
Some time ago he suffered an attack of lagrippe, which later merged into pneumonia, 
the immediate cause of his death. He died at the family home in Grantfork.” 34 
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Felix Bellm will and probate, 1900°% 


f and Wm Federer. 
Felix’ tate was administered by his wife Barbara Rall Bellm. Her signature is shown on the probate file. Note appraisers were Sylvester Leef an 
elix's es 
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| To the honorable Fen Oak, 3udge of the 


County Court of Madison County in the State of Mlinois: 


THE PETITION of the undersigned, SZ aeLarea Lo hbar, + respectfully 
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i County, on or about the 2 day of. Har hi. : A, D. 1feo_, 
a 


a leaving no last Will and Testament as far as your petitioner knows or believes . 
e 1 
i 


AND THIS PETITION FURTHER SHOWS that the said__AeCuy Va Mh 
’ 
died seized and possessed of Real Estate, in the County of Macliacne 


a ee ae 


DECEASED. 


Letters issued to 


ITS eee 


Personal Estate not exceeding in value the sum of _ One Hepuranol 
Dollars. ‘That said deceased left surviving him 
f. fella, Linn th Biln. Gules PA Balla 


IN Book vmnems Page 


Si 


E 


a 


Edwardsville Republican Print, 


j as heirs. That your petitioner, believing that the said estate should be immediately administered, as well for 
the proper management of said estate as for the prompt collection of the assets, by virtue on 

a 

# 


z right under the stutute_—ghe therefore pray that your Honor will grant Letters of Administration to 


a TT a 


Te 


2 in the premises upon_—Ken taking the oath prescribed by the statute, and entering into bond 


2 in such sum, and with securities, as may be approved by your Honor, 


peisete SHEER CEES E EOE EOE OS SORE OR Oe e ere eT 
STATE OF pale 
“ Boartirae Cllr 


Being duly sworn, deposes and says that the facts av erred in the ubove petition are true, aecording to the best # 


! 

Ee 

ae nw ledge, information and belief. 
, 


ae ee 


Esstate of Febic Fille 
STATE of ILUNOIS, rss 


MADISON COUNTY, 


Madison County. 


—- Deceased, 


In County Court, asec 
SGA Bom, gy. i A 
1, Lo akan a Vote ee 


I will well and truly administer all and 


— do solemnly Swear, that 
rights, credits and effects of 


singular the f00ds and chattels, 


Sworn to an 


id subscribed before me this pe 


day of Gril 25 


in County Court, 


x 


— Eker tentin lemaican FAT 


Hn. 


3°5 Madison County Illinois Probate Case files, Box 79, Tray 240 


WIDOWS BELINQUISHMENT AD SELECTION—Republican Print, Edwardsville, Ilinots. 


STA 
ITE OF LLINOLS, 1 auto op Relea 
INTY, 

1 Bakar VS 
widow of... Reb Pa he 
to the articles mentioned in the ““Appraiser's Estimate of Specific Property," allowed me for myself and family 
the aggregate value of which, as estimated, is Btn heenrdrze Aun CLarnan 


Dollars ($$), and in lieu of the same I desire to retain the following articles named in the ““Ap- 


ADMINISTRATOR’S BOND.—2emutican rrint, rararascine, 1, 


q STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
Madison County, 


Deceased. 


5S: Ip the County Court, Gu Germ, Fou, 
Rnow wll Men by These Presents, oar we 2 
Prlin. 5 aia 


deceased, do hereby relinquish all my claim 


current money of the Uulted States, whlch paymet 
our holes, executors, administrators and assigns, jolutly, severally and fry by these prevents, 
WITNESS our hands and seals, this .A@.~... day of.. ow As DAGOO, 


The Condition of this Obligution issuer, marie wesa Aa Ceanm. AG Ahlen 


. DOLLARS, 


nN praisement Bill of Pers of sai 
, ‘onal Property” of said deceased aa 


Adminlstrat #4¢ of all and singular the goods and chattels, rights aud credits of Fite. £9. ai 


..- deceused, du make, or cause to be made, a tiue aud petfect Inventory of all and 


dingular the aaa and chattels, rights and credits of the sald deceased, which shall come to the hands, possession or kuowledge of 


ee the said tb gatoasn AE shea 


or to the hands of any person or persons for ... e snine 60 made do exhibit, 
oF enuse to be exhibited, in the County Court for the ern County of Madison, agree nd such goods aud chuttles, rights 
and credits, do well and truly administer according to Jaw, aud All the rest of the sald goods aua chatteds, rights and creaits, Whien 
shall be found remaining upon the accounts of the snid Admninistra24. , the same belug first examined and allowed by the County 
Court shall deliver and pay unto such person or persons respectively, as muy be legally entitled thereto; and further, do make a 


. a8 such admfuistrat 


just and true account of all uw aetings and doings therein when thereunto required by the sald Court, and 
if it shall hereafter appear that avy Last Witt and Testament was made by the deceased, and the same be proved In Court, and 


‘Letrans TeeTaMENTARY oF of ADMINISTRATION, be obtalned thereon and the sald arkane Pe fr) aa 


‘as aforesald, and shall, in general do and perform all other acts which may at any time be required of .. 
this obligation to be vod; otherwise to remain in fall force and virtue. 


Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the Prasence of 


LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION. i 


STATE OF ILLINOIS, cs The Peple of the State of Illinois, 
Madison County. * TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS MAY COME—GREETING: 


Lib Pietlan. 
KNOW YE, That, Whereas, ......#& ste tan ele ee 


he lost, destroyed or dimi 


1 REAL 


State of Tilinols, Administrataayc of all and singular the 0 
“Goalie” © sown Ab the time 


of the County of 


Lol 


were of the sald .. 
‘The Tolal Value of whieh ax Appraised is 


Manna Meh hacen 9 oe = 
PPPS a Biwen s. Roe Dollars ($627 = 


Witness diy hand and seal, this 3 
, this. ? day of Gat 


perform all other acts which are now, or may hereafter he required of ....... 


—~-« Dollars, and the balance 


Zz 


-) I prefer to have in money, at his office In Edwardsville, this .. 


LS. 


~ ee A.D. PC 


of 


PV aaa 


day of 


late of tg County of Madison and State of Illinols, died Intestate, as It fz sald, on or about the ......... ead, vo» day 
—_— ze - ASD. 190! , having at the time of his decease, personal property In this State, which may 
in value, If speedy care be not taken of the same—to the end therefore, that sald property may be 
collected and preserved for those who shall appear to have a legal right or Interest therein, we do hereby appolut 


power and authority to secure the sald property and debts, wheresoever the Dy be found In this State—aud in general to do nnd 


son Dy Iwe 


day of 
A.D. woo » and the Probate seal of sid Court hereunto afllxed. 


Witness, HENRY RINIKER, Clerk of the County Court in und for the County of Madison, 


Highland Union office, 1860°” 


Highland Union Bill to Barbara Bellm, 1900 


Included in the documents in Felix’s accounts that were 
settled by his widow Barbara during the probate process, note 
the below fee to post in the German-language Highland Union 
newspaper. 


See the Historical Context section in chapter 3 for more 
information about German-language newspapers in the 
Highland area. 


a tae 03. <> \o 
— FF pt cazamanunn 1800 pes 
inet’ =——~oe 


Geman Weekly 1 AND UNION | 


c.T. KURZ, Publisher an 


sense 


High land, WM. ao 


y and Poster Pi 


inting, also 
< 333) 
ee 


pane 


30 From the ‘Highland Illinois Histories and Mysteries’ Facebook Group, with the caption: “1000 Block of Broadway, Highland. The Highland Union newspaper building in 1860. Located on the south side of the 1000 block of 


Broadway, this location is now (2014) part of the Super Valu parking Lot.” 
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Felix Bellm will and probate, continued 


25. APPRAISEMENT BILL.—Frey stationery Cox at. Louls, 


WAR NT. TO APPRAISERS. 


Estate of. OE, 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, } In County Court... Opgie, 
Frcs WA cratetséah.....County. 4 by fy 
The People of the State of Illinois to 4A = re 


aS 
4A 
, of the County of. and State of Illinois, GREETING : 


‘Thig is to authorize you. jointly, to appraise the goods, chattels, anc pergonal estate of. 

Bele. he 2oewae omummaatitte of the County of .....°Z0@ bbad: Graders PID nenen..ttndl State of 
Tilinois, deocased, so far as the sume shall come to your sight and knowledge, euch of you having first taken the oath 
hereto annexed: a cortifieate whereof you are to return, annexed to un dppraisement Bill of suid goods, chattels 
and personslLestata, by you appraised. in dollars and cents: anid. in the said bill of appraisment you are to set 
down in a column or columns, opposite to cach article appraised, th Lue thereo, 


WITNESS, 


fll. Hae swine Clerks of the County 
County, and the seal of said Court, this 


Moke: laaetGest) Clerk, 


without partiality or predjudice value 


deceased, 
1 our duties as 


OATH OF APPRAISER: 
We, and each of us, do solemnly swear, that we will well_and. truly, 
p 


and appraise the goods, chattels and personal estate of. 
30 far as the same shall-come to our sight and knowledge: 
appraisers, to the best of owr skill and judgment. 


that we will in all reepe 


pi 
J et) 
ubseribed and sworn to, thi8 cI 3 7. day 
Subscribed and sw isa gG uv 
seppol. D. 189-, before me. 


Madang. _.dustice of the Peace. )° Bey, 
= 7 


PLEASE READ THIS LAW. 


= By ay act of ty 
Am daninatored i 
except funeral exp 
ornaments of herself 
Stendls and beading fo 
money; household au 


H make out and eertity to the 


wr By the same act 
property allowed to tieaidow. 
HTB Todd a bane co Wb tiled and stgned by tho Appralsers for this purpose. 

dup nutans by Appratier inotaking the, ENED 

whether the Htate has the partienlar article 

‘appraisers will tao wach {tam tn its Orde 

i own te estimated vale in the colutans headed 
he eatimated valnein other thingy oF In eash. Di 


1g Will be the amount of the widow's allowance, which she can take In the above articles, If the 
in one 


ts occasioned ft 
ISEMENT, and tt 


NOTHING, und set them dow 

Ving noting to-do. te tn ust be 
raisement ill entirely. arate 
‘ppratsement BIL 


"the Apirals 
Jere out of the App: 


a 
APPRAISERS’ ESTIMATE OF THE VALUE OF PROPERTY ALLOWED pas WIDOW. 


We, the undersigned, appraisers appointed by the Judge of the County Court of ,. 
County to appraise and value the goods, chattels and personal estate of... HeLalé. om 
= —— aa ennne Lecenased, do hereby make und.certify to said Court ti 
estimate of the value of each article of specific property allowed. by Law to the widow, for herself and family, to-wit: 


ITEMS. 


loonnans. =] 


‘Yne hurnlly-Pretures ua-Wearing Apparel,-Jowols| 
and Ornaments of the widow and minor children 
‘School Books and Family Library 


Ono Sowing Machine .....++++ 4 Provistons for widow und family for one 
Necessgry Beds, Dedateads and Bedding foy widow] 6 Foot for the Stock above specified for six months 
and family... ne Fuel for the widow and family for three month 
“The Stoves and Pipe used in he famdly, with the} a +Other Property 

necessary Cooling Utensils, 
Ho Qand Kitchen Furniten 100} ‘roral 


.Mileh Cow Zand Cal 
nembers of the fami! 


Given under our hands. 


Yuen 


Shere there are no sore, sic allow fity dolars, 
euled to he wie 40 ey her selected. 


r 
ould fo the conaltfon fate ot 


Do Willian P. Sarty, dudge of said Court: 


dhe charges herself with the foltoving,- towit:- 
f Cash om hand at time of deceaser ss ; 
Cottected from Ivity Mugarruiveveesyse 


" 9 tledison # 
Igor 4, 


- 28.49 . 


" Both Counties, Wheat $111.45 
Peroonat broberty ao ber Gbbraisement BLLL. 
Dne share sabine Creanery Stock... 


Gnd, ashe to be credited with the Lolttonin: 
a y baymentad 
Paid Hook Brose iiwetinns taeUndertakerivrecceedioes 
“ Sturm 3. Le 


ts vdubs to Union $1.50 Shankto. : 
: - Ao. 16. 
dtohes bs i. seeeCard of thanks in Vournate cule 


" Seuty Editvsarieveeeecstlonuments cetsevceveceber 
Reef sytsnn 


+ ePubs: Wotice Linat setitementss 
«ndowices in matter of estate... 
senaMlote $100..00 Mnterest $ bi b5, 
wedi. "© 250.00 * He 2B. 


Iqoo Reooludd vent trom Bond County Cand—JIhinds,- $131. 10e.Caohs, $50.00 
; Q 


"Madison " Cash $50.00: Bond County Hesse 50..00 
Corn $9.90 


seee% 10200 
4q..00 
50.55, 
28.25 
12. 00° 
2b. 55, 
25.25 
9. 25 
34,50 
24,00 
118.65, 
89.00 
30.25, 
129. 60 
qo. 5 
181.10 
78.40 

100,.00 

eins 120045 

ode 383.50 


50. 0004 


Aw the County Court of Ihadison County, - 
debtember Sern 1902; 


We eee teres eereerevecin - 50000. - 


Eee ee teen ewan ee SIF44, BH 


49.50 
10.00 
30.00 | 
104.00 

2.00 

1,50 

24.25 

-50 

55.00.8 10.95 


24.90 
2.00 
3.60 
6.50: 
3.50 
20.00 
10b..65 
2b1. 265. 


37.50 


abe le ea ri aI § Rei lage 


Sxbenditures cantinueds mount brought Lorvaardersvars seeeveeseneen® 10510 
| Paid Saxes .1- Ceef Jownshib 1900= $14. 45.004 901 $19.55...0% 32,50 
. 


LE Road tax for 1900... .ereee'e ~50 
datine * '400= $ .4I...190t= $ .3q,., 280° 
Bond County... 1900= 22.8q...1901= 20.1 lewe 4Sebb... T.4b 
(: Ruch Wartine..vevedubs to Angeigererrersscntertverseceeener 3.00 


"Barbara Setim on account, widow's: amard. afb, IddS2, 


BILTG ere vee ee 80424. 
Sotat bad Whe rervevevernereereeseereeeveree S158, | 


****5% RECAPITUBATION****#* 


TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED... ..ccecencseceeves 
TOTAL AMOUNT PAID OUT. scecceeesecvscevece 


+ $1594.85 
+= 1594.85, 


THIS ADMINISTRATRIX FURTHER REPORTS THAT SHE Is THE weDO0WOF SAID FELix 
SELLM, DECEASED}; THAT AS SUCH WIDOW THE APPRAISERS IN SAID ESTATE SET OFF 
TO HER AS "WIDOW'S AWARD" THE SUM OF Tete wena ee erence e eee eeser eee rd 911.00 
THAT SHE HAS RECEIVED ON -AGGOUNT OF SAID AWARD THE SUM OF weseeseee 80 


LEAVING BALANCE DUE HER ON AWARDsscecesccecieuceee 
THAT SHE HEREBY WAIVES AND RELINQUISHES ALL RIGHT TO THE BALANCE OUE HER 
ON ACCOUNT OF SAID WIDOW'S AWARD, AND RELEASES THE ESTATE FROM THE PAYMENT 
THEREOF <., 
HE ALSO WAIVES HER RIGHT TO COMMISSION AS ADMINISTRATRIX IN SAID 
ESTATE, 


She Gdninistratrin futher reborte that the debte and obaiay againot said 


eotate have been baid;. and now ake to be diachargeda: 
Quéy tot. 1q02, 
GLt of which io reobectfutty submitted, 


Idninivinatric of estate of Selix Sottmn 

Bote of Mtinoin 

| Madicon County 9" 
Barbara Beltn,- aduinistratrix of the estate of 


abbointment to duty lot. 19025. and that she of her own free wilt and accord 


relinquishes her vight to the batanee due her an cecount: of Bidow! x Gwaid 


«GO. 1g02,. 


Notawy Publics: 


-Bubserited and sworn te before me thie,- 


101.71 


The probate file provides additional details of Felix’s life. Felix’s personal property at the time of his death was valued at $333.50. Felix also owned one share Saline Creamery Stock 


valued at $50. Property in the probate file: 


e 2cup board 1 heating stove 1 cooking stove 6 chairs 2 rockers 1 table 1 sink 2 clocks 1 ward robe 3 bedsteads and bedding 1 sewing machine 1 wash stand 1 sofa 1 bureau 1 


round table Carpets 


e %barrel cider Lot potatoes 1 keg with molasses 12 gal. Lard Lot Carpenter tools Lot empty fruit cans, jars 20 cans fruit and berries Lot Garden tools 1 washing machine, 


wringer 


e buggy and buggy harness 1 horse 1 cow 4 head of hogs 1 calf 4 dozen chickens 1 set double harness 1 wagon 


e 200 bushel oats 200 bushel corn 100 lbs smoked meat 19 sacks 


A PPRAISEMENT BILL. 


Estate of Sironetenitnies otate aia noraenas ... Deceased. ts 
SPATE OF eee } In County Court. 3 Term, 189 { ; STE PROUERING VALUE 
Coury. i polians. ars, 
he Goods, Chattels anid Personal Bsteite Of wecemo—me-nnnennnnnennnnvnnnnnrnnertnronssnesane 4 Cpl o are 1 
__INVENTORY. Z ene ate Of Bai County, deceused, made by virtue of the annexed warrant. { Fj heating re | eowh SOR pape | | 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, ae aes 6 | ohare giiteses | 
MADISON COUNTY, akg hs i Siti pS a Dollars, Conta, J 1 file - f j 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ..... ee oe eee? .. DECEASED, i Tn cntloone( } ou 4 Zz Chocks 4 Weird pote | 
The following is a full and perfect inventory of all the Real and Personal Estate of said deceased, so far | tne 19 anol [spies $ oD. : See La pacing Ome hele 
| A Hedatians » 
the same has come to the possession or knowledge of the undersigned, 8 Lis % vA , 5 ne ae z eo | 
1 tek 25m Peri eer | 
REAL ESTATE, j x / Beatlehur— curkhoral $v 4 | A eas es ze I 
MTSE — fo aS Me wea 7 Vireas : Z| owe eae potion ' 
| | eral baet-¢ gyal HE Sen What psa S Set, 3 alt dtr wf wtingil srew 
paver (24) cnet Me tui Ce game of Ha moet i Ctr fe, ZS é iss 
tat gpacantie AS ecliin. til; fforun Gorrliy wi Founda. ao 
on Calley Hoke foe Wile ff wt SAH. sean 7 avask Lphakl, 460 
/ gears Aree 4 +0 
Glo the. unrih holt of a lot-of Gx aan off afihe fount 7 ath hed, 5700 
Kall if Pes out Wel quarte of decrcn. gout typ ai 4 Beds ancl hecbiy 4 oo 
Sourricheiy foe noth ef Mage foe Wert of les ¥ ete / a ‘ Brice 
Ga | H. Mier 307 
Que bernretece é Beg ernsing Aap Rares Weet— 
of a Towthe tact —Carvnse off 1d act DA of Come; reaunaedy / Apumel lidele 25x 
lla ca ner NaaPeatly” Oenaain Tiras Wat face Chnrine / cathet 242 | 
[Wecsite, inant Tiong Chasse, Miran: task fin, aes hele bl mith $ gob eel via 4 


| = 0-7 Se 
Ce ee | FS bat with 4 jal morlasitd 


: | | + 

hare fren. Gta. Cduraer a sniff. Deeot otats Guu | i 
Co inne ts Hock ps Paget Dee | Ze Jab? : 
Ke cuncty off Maretiten Corinly Fllemeaes A A Sada andl Lege 
0 sacw mal Aitale I tualid aX dtaetegin Bong Sak | 20 Vt ioe y2 
of Ehtenee?, | ‘ 2 va Cant anol parrg 

| x Ge OG onrel ole AMFUC 

Gao Ge vat half Af the South Lact grsasliveff, See trim conhentea ter 


i / i 
iT 
of Mle, prretara I Operate ond wipe | 3 ) : 
Dew otaten pot, op LV Kecarolet ar 24 oF Prem pope a Ahomahy Aes 
KF Dever Hemretyr of Vberee Cong, Mlneas | | ’ 


re 


ay 
bref at oye aes gf 


ss 
nf 
NS 
any 
SS 
AN 


| Cash on hand at time of decease, $ 10 wo 
ISS y ‘at Dat all acl > = 
sohseeeeceet 
ies NOTES AND ACCOUNTS. 
BY WHOM OWING. | pater. INTEREST. GOOD. 


ae Jeicieieadisinaniel seein a shee recareiel a f DOUBTFUL. DESPERATE. AMOUNT. 


cd a iss earl) | s 4 | \o 2: 3o 25 : 
} Gem Via ? Wo kbn re wa iy 7 : 
Feo ere ea ae al ae | 
The probate file also listed the four properties that Felix Bellm owned. In 1901 and 1902 Barbara Bellm, as administrator, “7 ag ian + fs oo! es i ‘ 
was paying taxes on these properties. ie foe Khan ah RW Fes Bs ark | 
: f « ler be en am | te<olPt2 ce 
The 5 acres in Saline was purchased on April 19, 1867 from Geo. Tanner and wife. The 80 acres in Old Ripley was ae Ullat hae j= |x| | | | 
purchased from F. Oswald and wife July 19, 1886. Fridolin Oswald was married to Maria Rall and was a brother-in-law to US fae og ae | i pie | 
Felix. a so a aaa oe | 
: Ged. s | Tepe! cs | | | | | 
The estate of Felix Bellm was also receiving rent from the Bond and Madison county lands. In 1900 he received rent from =| rshme cs hong Crsorei | | a ras | 4 
the Bond County land of Thirds ($131.10) and Cash $50 and from the Madison County land of Thirds ($28.40) and Cash | . | | | || | 
$50. In 1901 he received rent from Madison County land of $50, Bond County land $50 and both counties Wheat ($111.45) | | | 


and Corn ($9.99). Thirds is a common method for renting farm land, one-third of the crop going to the owner of the land. 


| 
| 
es Rls retreats [ eon a ce mes t 


mm G0 hereby certify that the 
Tale Biklrrn. = 


Given under. Bag hand thi 


above is a correct Inventory of the Real and Personal Estate 


of... ie deceased. 


day of. Gaal dere. eg 
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ade . . Oo Deh 
’ 


TWELFTH CENSUS. OF THE UNITED STATES. 
eee District No. —— 


gulag aes em SCHEDULE No, 1—POPULATION. 9 [Sew — ——) Be 


| Sheet No. 


County Ps Dea ws crenata 

‘A f a As ; 

Township or other division of county— ae = —— Fi Ge itutic : ae aos eer 

Name of incorporated city, town, or village, within the above-named division,— Cad ee < ate re ae Ward of city, — = 
Enumerated by me on.the a a day of June, 1900, — g LAA foes Y DY (Lf. Ceageac 2 


F 
: 


LOCATION. NAME RELATION. PERSONAL DESCRIPTION. eae fii ae te tea OR EDUCATION. 


of each person whose place of ;. a 2f tora 
abode on June 1 ited, was i x % Sex ats, of each person TEX YEARS of age 


(la 


Enter sarname first, then tho given namo and er ea 
ly. 


malddie fottial, (fany. ene Placo of birth of this Pleo of tirth of Farmeu 
‘PEnsox. of this peron. 


employed, 

w | Attonded school 
Can peak Englteh, 
Owned frvo oF mortgaged, 
Nambor of farm schedule, 


Months not 
months). 


Excxepe every pera liring co Jane 1, 1500. 
‘Out Tora since June 1, 1000 


Namber uf family, in the 
onder of visitation, 


® 
3 
» 
Pd 
B 
8 
8 
& 


Mousa Number. 
ty | Color or race, 


LAR | [mnie 


aT Aobsad 
ef - Achoot 


GB, Zee rk | 


Barbara Bellm, US Census 
1900 


Interesting that she lives here 
with what appears to be a 3 year 
old daughter. Seems unlikely, as 
Barbara would have been 51 when 
the baby was born. Is this 
someone else's child? 


Another doubtful piece is that 
Lena M had already married 
William Federer and was listed in 
his household on this year’s 
census. However, the people 
listed as living nearby match up 
with later census records So it is 
still likely that this is Barbara 
Bellm. 


Barbara Bellm US Census 1910; Barbara’s family gathering in the paper, 1919 
Although it is not very legible, Barbara is listed here living with her son Felix. Felix married Elizabeth Seitz on 6 May, 1913. 


state dhove 
TOWNSHIP OR OTHER OIVISION CF COUNTY 2% 
Nae oF INSTITUTION 


J 
F INCORPOR, c A cid. 
Epa, pense ea, Comte, int, ot Dew Nestnctnae| NAME-OF INC STEEL EESCE “inp sakactistt cal, abe Ds iii) 


ENUMERATED BY ME ON THE Lite pay of 40 le. , 1910 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR-BUREAU OF THE CENSUS ( SUPERVISORS DISTRICT NO. 


RTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1910—POPULATION 300 (enumeration District No.2 A 


Ward OF City 2 


j / 
fia 


om 
4 SHEET No 


Sariviny, @CCUPATIOS, 


of cach person whew plare af shede om April ls, | 
FOU, was in this family. 
Hawt coraame Set, thre, te givee sume sed mibtie 
Aaeainl, 


Mery 3s area nie ately aa 


nt parents of sf bays Ua the Volted Staten, 
npeTcaans ar boomers If ef tonedgw vine hve ibe sone 


les ot berth af Mother of 
thie person. 


ieee of birth of Pether of 
Phare of Rete of (hus ee Se $ 


C 7 » Srtiame| } 
Daarrstteatinih 
ae 24517 
Pris teas r Brenner 


Irak 


tee; suerte 


Form at hente 
Rentes ot terme A 
hehe, 


vttuas. OES fa j 


Pl 

A my entering took place at 
the home of Mrs, Barbara Bellm 
Sunday afternoon and evening. The 
following parties were present: 
John Frisse and family, John C. 
Schwarz and family, Wm. Federer 
and family, and Mr, and Mrs. Frank 
Frisse, all of Grantfork, Emil J. 
Bellm and family, Felix C. Bellm 
and wife of Highland, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Oliver Knoebel of Pierron. All 


reported having a good time. 
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Barbara and Anna (Bellm) Schwarz 


Barbara Bellm with Rosa Federer*” 

Written on the back of the original photo is the text: ‘Wilbur’s Grandma Bellm Barbara is pictured here with her daughter Anna Bellm, who married John Casper Schwarz. 

and Grandma Federer.’ John, Anna, and their son Melvin appear often in newspaper articles with the Federer family. 
Not only did William Federer marry Barbara’s daughter Lena Bellm, John C Schwarz is the 


In census records we see that they lived nearby each other in Leef township. 
Barbara's daughter Lena marries Rosa’s son William. nephew of Emma (Schwarz) Lauer, whose granddaughter marries William's son Wilbur. 
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| The following gathered at the home! Barbara Bellm attended John Casper 
of John C Schwarz In honor of his| Schwarz’s birthday, 1912308 
{44th birthday anniversary Sunday 

f Mr and Mrs. John Schwarz, Sr, Mrs. 

; Barbara Bellm, Mr and Mrs. John 

Niggtt and family, Mr and Mrs 

Ernest Korsmeyer, Mr and Mrs. John 

|Frisse and family, Mr and Mra. Her- 

‘man Frisse and family, Mr and Mrs 

| Charles Schwarz and family, Fellx C 

'\Bellm, Mr and Mrs Fred Korameyer, | 

‘of Alhambra, Mr and Mrs William 

'Knebel and family. of Plerron, Mr, 

jand Mrs FE. J Bellm and family and 

,Mias Elizabeth Seitz, of Highland, Mr 

;and Mrs. Henry Knebel and family, of 

|Guthrie, Okla. An elegant lunch was 


{served and all reported a good time. 
i =) Oe = _ 


Note the Mr and Mrs Herman Frisse family—this would 
likely include Estella, although she was only two at the 
time. She grows up to marry Wilbur, the son of 
Barbara's daughter Lena. 


3°7 Photo from the collection of Delores Geiger 


Barbara Bellm, US Census 1920; Barbara’s son Felix C. dies, 1925 


Felix C. is married to Elizabeth Seitz when he dies at the age of 41. She eventually remarries a Walter Lang, who adopts their daughter Linnette. He noted that he had a crippled left 
hand when he registered for the WWI draft: 
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Barbara Bellm, US Census 1930; Barbara Bellm moves to live with Federers, 1931°” 


Barbara owns her home, valued at $700. She lived on Pica Lahser road. The census taker reported that she doesn’t read or write, nor speak English. A year after this census, she 
moved to spend the last nine years of her life living with Lena in Marine. 
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Barbara receives a pension, 1936", Barbara Bellm, age 94, US Census 1940 


Living with Lena and William Federer (Street Commissioner). Barbara went to school up until the 5" grade. 
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ISSUED CERTIFICATE 
FOR FIRST PENSIONS 
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William F. Niehaus, superintendent 
|-— 77-1. 2 SE ee ee of old age pension claims, today re-|° 
a0 lao i , d\ ceived a certificate from the Illinois | 

eaten Division of Finance announcing the 
4| first eight residents of the county who 
will receive pension checks. The 
present allewances are from state 
funds and are expected to be doubled 
when the federal funds are available. 
Famellne . Barry, Edwardsville, is 
the first apearing on the list and will | 
SUPPLEMENTARY = : : receive $10 monthly at present. Others 
QUESTIONS — neo aston wep neuen and their pensions are: Barbara |! 

es aso | Bellm, Marine, $6; Barzilla C. Dailey, 

‘hoa provias wah superanen, one "Mona" ad lane Oe 4 ond 47 1} Alton, $13; Lucy Armstrong Foster, 
Nameoki, $13; Martha Hensen, Gran- |] 
‘ite City, $15; Frances Kirchoff, Alton, 
$15; Bertha Link, Granite City, $14; 

Alex Scott, Edwardsville, $12, 

Earlier in the week it was announc- | 
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Barbara Bellm obituaries and gravestone, 1940" 

Funeral Services Held, on 

Funesal sersices for Mrs. Bar-|ine 

ry bara Bellm weve held at St, Elct-| pre 

ire Bbeth’s Church, Fiiday = morning,| iro 

. November 8, Rev, Fr. Anton Wle-|ing 

‘loecke officiating. and the follows) my 

ing grandsons serving as palibear-)jp) 

‘leres: Withur Federer of Alham-|— 
bra, Herbert and Ervin Bellm of 
Highland, Melvin Schwarty of 
Grantfork, Elmer and Harold Fris- 
me of Pocahontas. Interment was 
made in the Catholic Cemetery at 
Grantfork. Mrs, Belim died Wed- 
newiny morning at the home of 
her daughter, Mrs, Willlam Fed- 
erar, where she has heen making 
her home for the past nine years. 
|Sthe had bern ailing for some time 
jand was hedfast about a week.) 
She had attuned the age of 
years, 10 montite and 11 days, She 
je sursived by three dnaughtleis: 
Mrs. Kosa Frise of Pocahontas; 
Mrs. Anna Schwarts of Highland; 
ond Mrs, Witham Federer of Ma- 
tine; a sister, Mes, W. C, Thomp- 
son, of Demer, Colorado; twenty 
giamichildren, forty-two great- 
giandechidren ond one great-great- 
mandehild, Preseding ber in death 
were her husband, whe  pnased 
inway 40 years age, two sons, BE J, 
Belim and F. C, Belim, and two 
sons and one daughter in Infancy 

—— 


Barbara Bellm burial record, 1940 
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Obituary at left, Edwardsville Intelligencer, 12 Nov 1940. At Center, from clippings saved by Delores Geiger. Burial record from St Gertrude in Grantfork, IL, and gravestone in St Gertrude Cemetery 


Karl Andreas Bellm*? [52] 


Karl Andreas, or Charles, was born 17 Nov 1798 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer. 


He and his wife brought at least 9 kids with them from Baden to Illinois, and both 
parents died of cholera shortly after arriving, Karl on 19 Oct 1848 at the age of 49 and 
Marie the next summer. Chronicles of early Highland says cholera really hit in 1849 and 
was a Sad time. Karl Andreas, Marie, and their oldest son all died about the same time. 


Marie Magdalena Kuhn*? [53] 


Baptized 9 Oct 1804, Marie Magdalena was born in Langenbrucken, which had just 
been become part of the Margraviate of Baden a year earlier. 


Marie Magdalena had 9 children in 19 years, and died Jul 1849 when she was only 44. 


Parents Johannes Bellm [104] and Eva Catharina Serte [105] 


Marriage date 9 Jun 1822 in Langenbrucken*? 


Children 
Name 
Andreas Bellm 
Valentin 
Kasper 
Karolina 
Zitha 
Peter 
Frederick 
Felix* 
Appolonia 


3!2 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N8H2-JQ5 Karl Andreas Bellem, 1822. 


Birth information 
25 Feb 1823 

9 Nov 1824 

6 Jan 1827 

30 May 1830 

24 Apr 1832 

9 Aug 1834 

3 Mar 1837 

6 Jun 1840 

21 Jan 1843 


Parents Johann Georg Michael Kuhn [106] and Catharina Barbara Jonitz [107] 


Spouse name 

Died at 26 on arrival in IL. 
Barbara Buchmann 
Tekla Pater 

Joseph Speckart 

Johann Geissman 
Juliana Barth 

Catharine Meyer 
Barbara Rall 

Peter Schwartz 


Death information 

1849 in Highland 

27 Nov 1906 in Highland 
9 Feb 1906 in Carlinville 
23 Apr 1885 in Highland 
28 Feb 1919 Highland 

21 Nov 1904 Highland 
10 Dec 1915 Highland 

28 Mar 1900 Grantfork 
26 Dec 1918 Highland 


Karl Andreas baptism, 1798 


Maria M. baptism, 1804: 


“In 1804, on the 7th of the month 
of October, was baptized by me, 
Jacob Friedrich Herger, parish 
priest in Langenbrucken, a 
legitimate child that was born on 
this day at 3 in the morning to 
Johann Georg Michael Kuhn, a 
citizen here, and his wife 
Catharina Barbara neé Jonitzin. 
The child was given the name 
Maria Magdalena. Godmother is 
Magdalena Fischerinn, legitimate 
wife of Johann Wilhelm Fischer, a 
citizen here.” 


313 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q17W-ZY2M Maria Magdalena Kuhn, 9 Oct 1804; Baptism, Langenbrticken, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Biography of the Bellm-Kuhn family, written by Alan Landmann*“ 


“A wave of German immigration swept the United States during the time period 1830-1860. They came to America to escape the turmoil of the German agricultural and political 
systems. The typical German immigrant of the period was the small farmer, looking for an improved standard of living. Most of these immigrants came from the southwestern 
states of Germany, where many of the people were farmers. Investors in Germany looked towards more profitable fields of work such as railroad building or artisan work, as 
opposed to loaning money to farmers. Many farmers, fearing a loss of their land, opted to sell their land and move to America. They largely settled in the Midwest where land was 
plentiful and cheap. Along with the farmers came shopkeepers, craftsmen and artisans, who were also struggling in Germany. In America these German immigrants acquired a 
reputation for being hardworking, thrifty, and law-abiding people. Included among the German immigrants of this time period were Karl Andreas Bellm, Maria Magdalena (Kuhn) 


Bellm and their large family. 


Karl Andreas Bellm was born in Langenbrucken, Karlsruhe, Baden. In 1822 Karl Andreas married Maria Magdalena Kuhn, the daughter of Georg and Katharina Jonitz Kuhn. He 
applied for emigration to North America on January 17, 1845. He was listed as a citizen and master barrel maker from Langenbrucken, with wife and nine children. His oldest son 
Andreas Bellm was a soldier in the army and on duty since April 1, 1844 with five additional years left in the Reserves. The second son Valentine had not been called to duty because 
of his high number in the conscription of 1845. An Emigration document stated that the Commanding Officer of the non-battle force (Reserve) had no objection to the emigration. 
Their capital was 7000-8000 Franken and they had no debt. On April 11, 1845, the Bellm family left for the port city of Bremerhaven. After a brief stay they departed for America on 
the sailing ship Bremen, arriving in New York on December 20, 1845. A quote from the log book reads: “Thursday presented itself as wind-poor, which caused the captain of the ship, 
for one hour a bath permission given - naturally with constant shark lookout, for all a welcome. That night was very swing and seasickness for the emigrants and the captain in the 
morning confessed that two barrels of sauerkraut had gone off.” 


The obituaries of Felix and Valentin Bellm state that the family arrived at New Orleans and then made its way up the Mississippi River to St. Louis. It is possible that after landing in 
New York the family took another ship to New Orleans in order to avoid the more arduous overland journey. 


In the spring of 1846, the Bellms located to a farm south of Highland. The father Karl Andreas fell victim to cholera in 1848 and the mother Maria Magdalena was stricken by the 
same disease a year later. Magdalena Bellm is listed in the 1850 Madison County, Illinois, Mortality Schedule, having died of cholera in July 1849. The oldest son Andreas also died in 
1849, possibly of cholera. After the death of the parents the children lived with the oldest surviving brother Valentine. On November 23, 1850 Valentine married Barbara Buchmann 
and she became the surrogate mother for the young Bellm children.” 


Historical context: Transatlantic Ships and the Atlantic Slave Trade 


In 1788, Marie Magdalena Kuhn's parents were married in Langenbrucken. That same year in the UK, the first British legislation regulating slave shipping was passed. Slave 
ships ranged in size, carrying a cargo of 30 to several hundred captive Africans. Campaigners for the legislation were opposed to slavery entirely, but the Regulated Slave Trade 
Act of 1788 itself was actually intended to reduce mortality due to violence, disease, and overcrowding on slave ships. At the time, the mortality rate was above 20%. 


One of the most effective tools used in the campaign for regulation was an engraving of the British slave ship ‘Brookes,’ part of which is reproduced below. The Brookes made 11 
total voyages carrying enslaved people, but became widely known in 1787, when the diagram appeared across the UK in newspapers, pamphlets, books and even posters pasted 
on the walls of coffee-houses and taverns. The text in the engraving claimed that the Brookes had carried as many as 609 enslaved people at a time. The image demonstrated 
the proposed rules, including how each male adult should be allotted a space about 6 feet tall and 1 foot 4 inches wide. Once the Act was passed, to comply with the new rules, 
the Brookes was permitted to carry 454 slaves. 


The UK and the US finally abolished the slave trade in 1807 (although Brazil did not, and only emancipated its enslaved 
people in 1888). By the time the trade was abolished in America, Marie Magdalena’s parents had five children, and Marie 
Magdalena was already three or four years old. Despite the fact that slave trading was abolished in her childhood, illegal 
trading continued for a further 60 years, and the practice of slavery was not abolished. Survivors of the slave ship 
experience entered the US emotionally and physically traumatized. 


DESCRIPTION OF A SLAVE SHIP. 


x #76, 1, 


Slave traders were often compensated when the practice was abolished: the UK’s Slave Compensation Act of 1837 
handed out over 20 million pounds in 40,000 awards to slaveowners. No compensation was given to the formerly 
enslaved. The British public continued to make payments with their taxes against the loan their government took out to 
compensate the enslavers until the 2015. In the US, Abraham Lincoln also signed an act to compensate slaveowners in 
Washington DC, giving them $300 per person set free. Again, the formerly enslaved received nothing. 


In 1790 there were fewer than 700,000 enslaved people in the United States; in 1830 there were more than 2 million. On 
the eve of the Civil War, nearly 4 million were living there. 


In the US, enslaved people continued to be bought and sold until 1865—twenty years after Marie Magdalena Bellm and 
her husband bought tickets for themselves and their 9 children then boarded a passenger ship called the ‘Bremen’. While 
immigrants in steerage did face a difficult journey, their experience was different in countless ways, not least of all their chances of survival. Reforms were also put in place to 
reduce mortality rates, but even then, mortality rates are estimated at about 1.4% of travelers on the common New York route, with about 200 passengers per ship. 

Sources: Stowage of the British slave ship "Brookes" under the Regulated Slave Trade Act of 1788. Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98504459/. The British Library https://www.bl.uk/collection- 


items/diagram-of-the-brookes-slave-ship. National Museums Liverpool https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/history-of-slavery/transatlantic-slave-trade. National Archives The District of Columbia Emancipation Act 
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/dc-emancipation-act. Cohn, Raymond L. “Mortality on Immigrant Voyages to New York, 1836-1853.” The Journal of Economic History 44, no. 2 (1984): 289-300. 


34 Provided by Alan Landmann in August 2020, a fellow descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families. 


‘Carl Bellm’ property on the map of New Switzerland, 1847 


This map of Highland, Illinois, or “New Switzerland’ is included in the book “New Switzerland in Illinois’. 
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315 ‘New Switzerland in Illinois : As Described by Two Early Swiss settlers, Kaspar Kopfli and Johann Jacob Eggen in Spiegel von Amerika and Aufzeichnungen aus Highlands Grundungszeit’ See section on Jacob Rall for 


translation of the description of New Switzerland. 
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Charles Karl Andreas Bellm will and probate, 1848°" 


Left his estate to oldest living son Valentin, as oldest son Andreas also died of cholera. 


TATE OF ILLINOIS, 
Vlidlete + Senin s y pe as a ee; 
being duly sworn, deposeth and saith—Taar Zfecév SELLA we 
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s i 


tele seh yer, 


AFFIDAVIT OF DECEASr:. 


late of 


= testate, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


Subscribed and gworn to before me, this 
day of Soe 


dD. (Soda 
Vio hile €lerk. 


FD clr 2 
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223 the said 


..-.deceased, do make, or cause to be made, a true and perfect 


which shall come to the hands, ee or knowledge of__<Z 


as such Administrat @-20FTo the hands of any porson or persons for oe ao th 
same so made, do exhibit, or cause to be exhibited, in the Court of Probate for the said county 
of (ACEP —B-eagrooably to law—Anp such goods and chattels, rights and credits, do 
well and truly administer, according to law—Anp all the rest of the said goods and chattels, 
rights and credits, which shall be found remaining upon the account of the said Adminis- 
trat 2-9 the same being first examined and allowed by tho Court of Probate, shall deliver and 
pay to such person or persons, respectively, asy may be legally entitled thereto—Anp farther, 
, 10 make a just and true account of all Zz actings and doings therein, when thereunto 
required by the said Court—Ano if it shall hereafter appear that any Last Will and Testa- 
ment was made by the deceased, and the same be proved in Court, and Letters Testamentary, 


or of Administration, be obtained thereon, and the said CECE ate, 
TEE Asif gs 5.) mie ot Sida stinieneb envoy onibeingsraanipedhersto; 


render and deliver up the Letters of Administration, granted to 4% as aforesaid— 


Anp shall, in general, do and: perform all other acts which may at any time be required of 


‘e-+_by law—Tuen this Obligation to be void; otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 


ahs 
Approved this a / day ae 


A.D, 1857 


36 Madison County Illinois Probate Case Files Box 14 Tray 42 
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Historical context: Cholera in Highland 


A cholera epidemic took many lives in Highland in 1848 and 1849. Occasional deaths were caused by it in the Mississippi 
Valley all during the years from 1835 to 1845, but in 1848 it broke out in virulent form and took its heaviest toll in 
Highland during the year 1849. From one to ten persons died every day during the months July and August 1849. 
Highland suffered a larger percentage of cholera deaths than neighboring communities. 
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The high percentage of deaths was attributed to unhygienic methods of living that had to be adopted here in order to 
accommodate the hordes of new immigrants that were constantly arriving. Nearly one half of all people that 
immigrated to Highland between 1840 and 1850 fell victim to cholera. 


Henry Boerenstein, left Highland for St. Louis to escape the epidemic, stated: 


“It was no uncommon thing to meet and 


talk with a man on the streets of Highland one evening and the next morning be told that the man had been stricken 
and died during the night and was already buried.” A cholera epidemic also struck Highland in 1852 but not nearly as 
many people died as in 1849. 


Sources: History of Madison County, Illinois: illustrated, with biographical sketches of many prominent men and pioneers, W.R. Brink & Co, 1882; 
and Alan Landmann in August 2020, a fellow descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families. 
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Charles Karl Andreas Bellm will and probate, continued 


Note a few Geigerbuchers in the 10 pages of the ‘List of Sale’, especially Jacob Rall and the Goods (who were related to and traveled with Maria Anna Gschwend, Jacob's wife.) 
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Johannes Bellm? [104] Eva Catharina Serte® [105] 


Johannes was born 24 May 1771 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Born 12 Nov 1767 in Langenbrtcken, Bishopric of Speyer, when her father was 34 and her mother 20. Died 
Speyer, when his father was 30 and his mother 18. He was a 7 Jun 1824 at the age of 56. At that time Langenbrucken had become part of the Grandy Duchy of Baden. 
cooper and married the daughter of merchant. 


Johannes and Eva Catharina married 8 Feb 1796. They may have had six children, although only Martin, 
He died 12 Jan 1842 at the age of 70. Karl Andreas, and Rochus lived to adulthood. Their oldest married a Nonnenmacher and died young, Karl 
Andreas moved to Illinois. Rochus married and lived 82 years, but his wife died very young. 


Parents Andreas Bellm and Ana Margaretha Stegmuller Parents Wilhelm Serte [210] and Anna Margaretha Ringhausen [211] 
Marriage date 8 Feb 1796°"” 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Martin Joseph 11 Nov 1797 Maria Theresia Nonnenmacher 
Karl Andreas 1798 Maria Magdalena Kuhn 1848 
Eva Barbara Monica 1800 1800 
Rochus 17 Aug 1803 Maria Barbara Krug 1885 
OP che ccatcs Bellm-Serte marriage, 1796 
© I . . ; 
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37” https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NSHP-CPL. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


Wilhelm Serte? [210] 


Wilhelm’, son of Henric, was a merchant who married 
Anna Margaretha Rinsghausen on 15 Jan 1766 in 
Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer.*® 


He died on Christmas Eve, 1803, at the age of 70, the 
same year the Bishopric was dissolved and his 
hometown became part of the ‘Electoral Dignity’ of Baden. 


Parents Henric Serte [420] 
Marriage date 15 Jan 1766 Langenbrucken 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Eva Catharina 1767 

Joannes Wilhelmis 1769 

Joannes Joseph 1772 

Joannes Wilhelmus 1775 

Georgius Joannes 1777 

Maria Elisabet 1779 

Maria Margaretha 1780 
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Anna Margaretha Ringshausen’ [211] 


Anna Margretha Ringhausen® was born 3 Mar 1747 to Johannes Petri and Anna Margaretha?” in Langenbrucken, 
Bishopric of Speyer. She died 4 Mar 1808 in what had recently become the Grand Duchy of Baden. When Anna 
Margretha was buried 5 Mar 1808 at the age of 61, she was already Wilhelm Serte’s widow. °° 


Her father, Joannis Petri Ringhausen® was born about 1710, the son of Joannes Jodici Ringshauser [844]. He 
married Anna Margaretha Hassis on 8 Sep 1738, in Langenbrucken, and this marriage record is where Joannis 
Jodici’s name appears. They had 5 children during their marriage, two of which (Anna Margretha and Anna Maria) 
became ancestors for this book. Joannis and Anna Margaretha’s great grandchildren Karl Andreas Bellm and Marie 


Kuhn married. 


Parents Joannis Petri Ringshausen [422] & Anna Margaretha Hasis [423] (also parents to A. M. Ringshausen [213] 


Spouse name 
Johannes Bellm 


Catharina Barbara Bendtner 


Joannes Conradus Becker 
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Death information 
1824 


1788 


1856 
1855 


Serte-Ringshausen marriage, 1766 


“In the year 1766, on January 15, after three prior announcements, the first of 
which took place on the first day after circumcisionem, the second on the 
feast of Epiphany, and the third on the 1*' Sunday after Epiphany, and after no 
objections to this marriage were reported, were married, by me, J.A. 
SchuBler, pastor here in Langenbrtcken, in front of the below named 
witnesses, after | solemnly asked for and received the consent of the bride 
and the groom: 


the honorable, unmarried Wilhelm Serte, merchant here, legitimate son of 
the deceased Henricus Serten, a citizen in Werth in [--], 


and the chaste maiden Anna Margreth, legitimate daughter of Joannes Peter 
Ringshausen, citizen and blacksmith in Langenbrucken 


Witnesses to the wedding were the honorable, unmarried Joannes Serten, 
brother of the groom, scribe of the archdiocese, and [--] Caspar Eberhard.” 


318 "Deutschland Heiraten, 1558-1929", (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J4YC-FZ9), Wilhelm Serten, 1766. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
3 "Deutschland Geburten und Taufen, 1558-1898", (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF81-HZ2), Petri Ringshauser in entry for Margaretha Ringshauser, 1747. 
320 "Deutschland Tote und Beerdigungen, 1582-1958 (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JW1Z-6XG), Wilhelmi Serten in entry for Margaretha Ringshauser Serten, 1808. 
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Johannes Georg Michael Kuhn? [106] Catharina Barbara Jonitz° [107] 


Johannes Georg was born 17 Sep 1761 in Langenbrtcken, Bishopric of Speyer and died 18 Catharina Barbara was born 29 Nov 1766 in Langenbrucken and died 9 Oct 1838 at 


Mar 1809 in Langenbrucken, Grand Duchy of Baden, at the age of 47. the age of 71. 

Johannes Georg's father, Johannes Georg [212], born 1738, married Anna Maria 4 Feb 1760 | She was named in her daughter Maria Magdalena’s baptism in 1804.2 She had 
in Langenbrticken and died 1796. Johannes Georg [212]'s baptism on 22 Mar 1738 named five or six children, but at least Eleanor and Joseph died as infants over a few 
parents Caspar and Barbara. days in April 1800. Three daughters lived to adulthood, her youngest being Maria 


Caspar Kuhn? [424] died 2 Jun 1750. Caspar married Anna Barbara Kuhmann on 23 Jan Medel Oa HO LCI omen ea ond Hed alme St imnmneaiae penteh: 


1725 in Langenbriicken.2% Anna Barbara Kuhmann’ [425] was born 1705 and died 28 Mar Catharina’s father Johan Michael Jonitz [214] was born in 1714 and died 17 Sept 
1763.33 She was mother to many children (11?) although perhaps only as many as 2 1774.°6 He married Maria Christina Hassis 2 Nov 1738 in Langenbrucken. They had 
(Johann Jacob and Johann Georg [212]) lived to adulthood. around 13 children; Margaretha Johan Georg Blasium, Appolonia, and Catharina 
Barbara (the youngest) lived to adulthood. 


Anna Maria Ringshausen [213] was born 26 Apr 1741 to Joannis Petri Ringshausen [422] 
and Anna Margaretha Hasis [423] and died in 1777 when JGMK [106] was only 15. The Catharina’s mother Maria Christina Hassis [215] 1738, daughter of Marcus®’ is 
couple also appears in the Geigerbuch as parents to Anna Margaretha Ringshausen® [211]. | listed as ‘Xtina’ in Catherina Barbara's baptism 29 Nov 1766.28 


Parents Johannes Georg Kuhn? [212] and Anna Maria Ringshausen’ [213]? Parents Johan Michael Jonitz [214] and Maria Christina Hassis [215] 
Marriage date 1788 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 

Maria Josepha 14 Jul 1789 Langenbriicken Johann Jacob Schaefer 29 Mar 1852 Langenbriicken 
Rosina Catharina 10 Mar 1792 Langenbrucken Valentin Woll 30 Dec 1853 Langenbrucken 
Eleonora 23 Feb 1796 Langenbrucken 20 Apr 1800 Langenbrucken 
Josephus 15 Sep 1798 Langenbrucken 16 Apr 1800 Langenbrucken 
Marie Magdalena* 7 Oct 1804 Langenbriicken Karl Andreas Bellm* Jul 1849 in Highland Illinois 


321 Caspar Kuhn burial, 2 Jun 1750 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q17M-IKMM 

322 Kuhn-Kuhmann marriage, 1725 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J4YC-X9T 

323 Anna Barbara Kuhn burial, 1763 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:017Q-FQ6Z 

324 Anna Maria Rinsghauser baptism, 1741 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NTJP-DBG. Cites parents Joannis Petri and Margarethae 

325 Maria Magdalena Kuhn baptism, 1804 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:17W-ZY2M 

326 Michael Jonitz burial, 17 Sep 1774 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q17S-CDT2 

327 Jonitz-Hassis marriage, 1738 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JHNH-7X1 

328 Catharina Barbara Jonitz baptism, 29 Nov 1766 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:€17Q-KGW2. Cites parents Michaele Jonitz and Xtina Hasis 

327 Joannes Georgius Michael Kuhn baptism, 1761 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NTJP-CZ5. Cites parents J. G. Kuhn and Anna Maria Ringshausen. 


Kuhn-Jonitz marriage, 1788%°° 


“In the year 1788, on September 9, after three prior announcements, the first of 
which took place on the 15'", the second on the 16", and the third on the 17 
Sunday after Pentecost, and after no objections to this marriage were reported, 
were married by me, Mathias Wei, church administrator at the parish here, in 
the church of St. Vitus the Martyr in Langenbrucken, in front of the below named 
witnesses, after | solemnly asked for and received the consent of the bride and 
the groom: 


the honorable, unmarried Georg Michael, legitimate son of Georg Kuhn, citizen 
here, and his wife Maria Ringshauserin, 


and Catharina Barbara widow of the deceased Wilhelm Geisman, citizen here, 
and legitimate daughter of Joannes Jonitz and Magdalena Diggieserin. 


Witnesses to the wedding were the Marcello Jonitz and Peter Kuhn, both 
unmarried.” 


6 pow”) 


330 Joannem Georgium Kuhn and Annam Mariam marriage 4 Feb 1760 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q14L-W73Z Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Andreas Bellm® [208] 


Andreas was born 17 Jul 1740 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer. He 
married 5 Feb 1770", and they had about eight children, but it seems four 
died in childhood. 


Andreas died 6 Jan 1817%*? at the age of 76 in the Grand Duchy of Baden. 


Parents Johannes Michael? [416] and Christina Michenfelder® [417] 
Marriage date 5 Feb 1770 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Eva Catharina 1767 

Johannes Bellm 177) 

Johann Adam 1773 

Francisci Antoni 1776 

Johann Martin 1778 

Eva Barbara 1780 

Joannes Andreas 1782 

Eva Barbara 1784 


Anna Margaretha Stegmuller® [209] 


Anna Margaretha was born 14 Nov, 1752 in Langenbrucken, Bishopric of Speyer. Her parents 
are listed in her baptism that same day in Langenbrucken as Simone Stegmuller and Anna 
Maria Brenner (1727-1780).33 


Simone and Anna Maria had one other daughter, Catharina Barbara.*4 


Her father, Simon Stegmuller (1727-1785), was baptized in 1714 in Langenbrucken, parents were 
Balthasar (1671-1752) and Dorothea (1689-1731).335 


Her mother’s parents may have been Matthias and Anna Barbara Scheffer. 


Anna Margaretha died 21 Sept 1835, at the age of 82. 


Parents Simon Stegmuller [418] and Anna Maria Brenner [419] 


Spouse name Death information 
Eva Catherine Serte 1842 
1788 
Magdalena Zabler 
1778 
1783 
Joanne Adamo Brecht 1852 


Bellm-Stegmuller marriage, 1770 


“LAP QI a PELE Notably, Andreas’ brother Martin married on this same day and 

the record of it appears on this same page. Martin married the 
sister of Balthasar, who was a witness to Andreas’ marriage. The 
writing is unclear but this family’s name may have been Glein, 
Flein, or something similar. 


IER a owe 
af v/ 4 sy 44, 


“In the year 1770, on February 6, after three prior announcements, 
the first of which took place on the 4'" Sunday after Epiphany, the 
second on the feast of The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary , 
and the third on the 5" Sunday after Epiphany, and after no 
objections to this marriage were reported, were married, by me, 
J.A. SchuBler, pastor here, in front of the below named witnesses, 
after | solemnly asked for and received the consent of the bride 
and the groom: 


the honorable, unmarried Andreas Bellem, legitimate son of the 
deceased Michael Bellem, citizen here, and his wife Christina, 


and the chaste maiden Margretha, legitimate daughter of Simon 
Steegmutter and his wife Anna Maria. 


Witnesses of the wedding were the honorable, unmarried Joannes 
Bresser, son of Martin Bresser, a citizen here, and Balthasar 
Glein, son of Michael Glein a citizen here.” 


331 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J4YC-X86 Andream Bellem, 1770. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


332 FamilySearch, 2013. FHL Film Number: 1049426 Reference ID: 191-1 (Langenbrucken) 
333 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q173-WJ6Z 


334 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:0173-MVN2 Catharina Barbara Stegmiller, 6 Jul 1749; Baptism, Langenbriicken, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg 


335 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF81-4Z9 Simon Steegmueller, 1714. 


Johannes Michael Bellm? [416] 


Johannes Michael Bellm was born 2 Apr 1711 in Langenbrtcken, 
Bishopric of Speyer. 


His parents were Leonhard Bellm [832] (1675-23 Mar 1713) and 
Anna Maria Klein [833] (born 16807?).3%6 


He married May 1732 in Langenbrucken*’ and died 2 Apr 1762, still 
a subject of the Bishopric of Speyer. 


Christina Michenfelder® [417] 


Christina Michenfelder® [417] was born Aug 1714 in Langenbrticken and died 12 Sept 1785 at the age of 81. 
Her hometown was part of the Bishopric of Speyer for her entire lifetime. 


She may have had about 10 children, although at least one if not more died in infancy. She died a widow at 
the age of 81. 


Her father, Andreas Michenfelder® was named in Christina’s baptism record, and his father was Mathias 
(born 1670 - died 16 Nov 1736). 


Christina’s mother, Anna Catharina Zeisill°, was born in 1672 to parents Wendelin and Anna Maria.**8 She 
was married 13 Jan 1693, died 20 Sep 1731. She may be buried in Alter Friedhof Zeutern which is a short 
distance away from Langenbriicken—and is made even more likely by the fact that her oldest son (of 
about 5 children) may have married in Zeutern.3*” 


Parents Leonhard Bellm [832] and Anna Maria Klein [833] 
Marriage date May 1732 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Catharina 1733 
Catharina Barbara 1736 
Maria Barbara 1736 
Joanne 1738 
Maria Barbara 1739 
Andreas 1740 
Martin 1742 
Franz Claudius 1748 
Anna Maria 1751 
Anna Maria 1757 


Christina’s parents, Andreas Michenfelder and Anna 
Catharina Zeisill marriage, 1693 


“On January 13 were married: the honorable unmarried Andreas 
Michelfeld, legitimate son of the honorable, deceased Matthias Michelfeld, 
a citizen from Zeutern, 


and the chaste maiden Anna Cathrina, legitimate daughter of the 
honorable, deceased Wendell Zeifell, who had been a bailiff in 
Langenbrucken.” 


336 http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-7.jpg 
337 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J4YC-XLQ Joannes Michael Bellem, 1732. 
338 http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-3.jpg 


Parents Andreas Michenfelder® [834] and Anna Catharina Zeisill° [835] 


Spouse name Death information 
Daniel Schmitt 1799 
Joseph Deowald 1813 


Maria Eva Wippel 


Anna Margaretha Stegmuller 1817 
Anna Margaretha Klein 1827 
Cathrina Barbara Knoebel 1797 

1753 
Joannes Wilhelmus WollL 1821 


337 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q1IZ-FM6Z Joann Jacob Micherfelder and Anna Cath, Marriage, Zeutern, Bruchsal, Baden, Germany, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
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Christina Michenfelder baptism, 171434° 
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Christina Michenfelder Bellm burial, 1785°“" 


“Christina Bellminn, 81 years old, widow 


In the year 1795, on the 12th of the month of September died at the age of 
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340 http://Awww.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-3.jpg and http://www.stammbaum.matthiasganninger.de/Ahnentafel-7.jpg 
341 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JW1Z-P43 Joannis Michaelis Bellm in entry for Christina Michenfelderinn Bellm burial, 1785. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


Jacob Rall*° [54] Maria Anna Gschwend* [55] 


Jacob was baptized the 4 Mar 1815 in Ostringen, Baden, the son When Maria Anna "Mary Ann" Gschwend* was born in 1822 in Switzerland, her father, Johann, was 28, and 
of a merchant from Ehingen in the Kingdom of Wurttemberg. her mother, Marianne, was 22. Her mother must have died young; by the time she would have turned 40 


He married Elizabetha Essenpreis (daughter of Johannes and Maria Anna's father had remarried. 


Elizabeth [Gruelich], born 21 May 1819 in Ostringen) and traveled | Maria Anna lived for some time in Mels*“2, about the time that her father remarried a Kresentia Kobler. Her 


with the Essenpreis family to America. However, Elizabetha brother John had traveled to America with their uncle Anton Good, and a year later she arrived in Illinois 
drops off the records after appearing on the ship manifest, and | with her aunt Magdalena (Gschwend) Good and John (Joseph) Gschwend on the Eliza Thornton, departing Le 
upon arrival in America, a daughter of Jacob appears, having Havre, France, and arriving 19 May 1843. Maria Anna’s older brother John left Switzerland the year before 
been born at sea. This daughter Rosa is Elisabetha’s daughter, with Magdalena’s husband, Anton, when there were only about 120 people in Highland. In 1853, John married 


and Elisabetha must have died at sea. Rosa marries a Sebastian | Anton’s niece, Elizabeth Guntli. 
Zolk, who later is the executor of Jacob’s will. 


Her life must have changed a lot, quickly. Her half sister (with her dad’s new wife) was born when she was 


A few years after arriving in America, Jacob lived a short 19, then another half sister a year later, she departs the next year for America with her aunt Magdalena, and 
distance from the Essenpreis family and married Maria Anna by the next year, she married recently widowed young father Jacob Rall, who lived on the second farm east 
Gschwend. They had at least eight children, one son and seven of her aunt Magdalena.*“3 Her first daughter was born the next Christmas. About 10 years later, Joseph and 
daughters. John (and his wife) took off for California, but Maria Anna stayed behind. 

Jacob died in Sept 1878 at the age of 63. They had 8 children in 20 years. She died on 19 Feb 1871, at the age of 49, and was buried in Highland, Illinois. 
Parents Jacob Rall [108] and Rosina Maier [109] of Ehingen Parents Johann Jakob Gschwend [110] and Marianne Gachter [111] 

Marriage date 25 Apr 1844 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Barbara 25 Dec 1845 in Highland Felix Bellm* 6 Nov 1940 in Marine 

Theresa 11 October 1847 

John Jacob 26 Jun 1850 Anne Wehrle 1936 in Missouri 

Mary Anna Elizabeth 7 Jun 1852 Fridolin Josef Oswald 13 Jan 1940 in Alhambra 

Caroline 17 Feb 1857 in Grantfork Johann Etzkorn 17 Jul 1929 in Wood River 

Maria Magdalena ‘Lena’ 14 Aug 1857 Maurice Joseph Widmer 30 Jan 1931 in Illinois 

Theresia 13 Mar 1859 14 Nov 1859 

Emma Amilia 07 Jan 1863 Mathew Juda 26 Jul 1913 in Highland 

Sophia Nov 1866 William C Thompson Aft. 1940 in Colorado 


A biography of the Rall-Gschwend family, by Alan Landmann:*“* 


“Jacob Rall was born in June of 1815 in Baden (Germany). Around the year 1840 he married Elizabeth Essenpreis. Elizabeth was the daughter of John Essenpreis (1791-1863) and 
Maria Elizabeth Gruelich, both from Ostringen, Baden (Germany). In 1841, with Elizabeth pregnant with their first child, the young couple decided to leave their homeland and move to 
America. While crossing the Atlantic Ocean on the ship Oceana, their daughter Rosa was born, but tragically the mother Elizabeth died. 


Jacob and his newborn daughter arrived in New Orleans June 14, 1841 and then made their way up the Mississippi River to start a new life in Highland. The Ralls were among 72 
families that came to Highland, Illinois from Baden in 1841 (Centennial History of Highland). The immigrants from Baden that came to Highland in 1841 were all Catholic and were the 
earliest members of St. Paul Catholic Church in Highland. 


The Rall family is closely tied with the early history of St. Paul Catholic Church in Highland: “Father Limacher was a young priest, newly ordained. He arrived in Highland about the 
middle of September, 1851, and took up his residence with the family of Jacob Rall, about three blocks from the church.”**° 


Maria Anna (Gschwend) Rall was active in the St. Anne Altar Society. She was the Treasurer for the society in the early 1850's. St Paul Church history says that ‘Father Limacher 
also started a women’s club whose members were asked to pay monthly dues of ten cents. This money was used to decorate the altar. Mrs Casimir Hoffman was elected president 
of the club, and Mrs. Jacob Rall its secretary. The club’s first duty was the preparation of a dignified altar... the altar erected with this money was later moved to the second church 
and is presently located in the church in Saline (Grantfork).’3 


342 From May 1840 to February 1842, Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels. Bd 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels 
343 Fridolin, Anton, and Jacob Good from Mels, Switzerland to Highland, IL’ by Elizabeth Rugg Mackersie, 2015 

344 Provided by Alan Landmann in August 2020, another descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families. 

348 Centennial History of Highland 1837-1937, A.P. Spencer 

346 St Paul Church 1846 to 1896, Merkel 
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Jakob appears to have made his living other than farming. The 1850 and 1860 lists Jakob’s occupation as a laborer. His death certificate gives his occupation as carpenter. The 1850 
census shows that Rosa was born At Sea. The 1860 census shows all of the children of Jakob and Maria Anna born prior to 1860 except one. Theresia born in 1859 died within the 
same year and was buried in St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Highland. The youngest daughters Emma and Sophia were born after 1860. 


Maria Anna (Gschwend) Rall died February 19, 1871 and is buried in the Old Section at St. Joseph Cemetery, Highland. Jakob Rall died September 23, 1878 of a pulmonary 
hemorrhage. He is buried in Saline, IL. 


The probate file for Jakob Rall provides additional details on his Life. At the time of death, he owned no real estate. The value of personal property, consisting primarily of household 

furniture and tools, was $85.50. He had loaned money to his children (Carolina, Barbara/Felix Bellm, Johan) and they owed him money at the time of his death. In the probate file his 
son Johan owed more than $500 to the estate. The account was listed as ‘Desperate’ and the money wasn't paid to the estate. Peter Mettler, collected $10 against the estate of Jacob 
Rall for a barrel of cider that hadn't been paid for at the time of his death. 


Rosa was the mother of ten children. Rosa died November 25, 1928 at the age of 87 years and 6 months. She is buried at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Highland, Illinois. Her obituary lists 
among the survivors, one half-brother John and five half-sisters, Barbara Bellm, Lena Widmer, Caroline Etzkorn, Mary Oswald, and Sophie Thompson.” 


Jacob Rall baptism, 1815 


“Today, on the 4" of the month of March, in the year 1815, came to me, the 
undersigning pastor, Maria Anna Fellhauer neé Maschall a confirmed midwife from 
here, and reported that a male child was born yesterday evening to Rosina neé Rall, 
who is currently staying here because of the approaching birth and who Is the wife of 
the merchant Jacob Rall from Ehingen, district of Urach in Wurttemberg. During the 
baptism that was officiated by me today, midday at 12 o'clock, the child was given the 
name Jacob. Godfather and witness to the baptism was Jacob Fellhauer, unmarried 
son of the deceased Andreas Fellhauer who had been a citizen and a shoemaker 
here, and his wife the still living Elisabetha neé Gramlich. The second witness was the 
assistant teacher, Anton Eifert. Ostringen, day, month and year as mentioned above. - 
Pastor Gotz.” 
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Jacob Ralls first marriage, 1840’ 


“In the year 1840, on November 17 at 10 o'clock in the morning, after presentation of the 
premarital permission documentation by the head district office Bruchsal from October 
30, 1840, (No. 27264), and after 2 prior announcements as required by law, on the 21st and 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost, that is on the November 1 and 8 of this year, and after no 
obstacles to this marriage have been reported, and after mutual consent was given, were 
married by the undersigning: the new citizen and bricklayer here, Jacob Rall, legitimate 
unmarried son of the deceased merchant Jakob Rall, and the deceased Rosina neé 
Mayer, a married couple in Ehingen in the Kingdom of Wurttemberg, and Elisabetha 
Essenpreis, legitimate unmarried daughter of Johannes Essenpreis, citizen and farmer 
here, and Elisabetha neé Greulich. Witnesses were Johann Adam Bingen and Jakob 
Helligen, both citizens and farmers here.” 
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347 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WXTM-2GN2, Elisabetha Essenzreis in entry for Jakob Rall, 17 Nov 1840; Marriage, Ostringen, Bruchsal, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg. Translations by Wilma Hofmann. 


History of the Essenpreis family (Jacob Rall’s in-laws) by Helen Steiner*“® 


“The Essenpreis family originally came from Essen, Germany. The families originally owned the town of Essen, Germany and there was only one maiden aunt still living when the 
Kaiser took over all the land in Germany, thus the family fortune was lost. At that time the town of Essen had grown to be quite a large place and the Essenpreis families owned all 
the land and real estate in and around the town accumulating quite a large fortune. Johannes Essenpreis, the oldest known of the family was born in Heilingenstadt, Germany. No 
records of his birth or death have been found. 


Johannes’ son Mathias (no birth records) was married to Marguerite Schwarz on January 19, 1740. He died September 12, 1777 in Oestrigen, Bruschal, Baden, Germany. Mathias’ son 
was Anton Essenpreis who was born April 13, 1749 and died February 1. 1824. Anton married Salome Hibich on February 6, 1770. His second marriage was to Anna Marie Herman on 
January 11, 1774. Anton and Anna Marie’s son as Johan Peter Adam Essenpreis who was born on April 9, 1791 in Oestrigen. He married Maria Elisabeth Gruelich on Apr 16, 1216. Maria 
Elisabeth was born on September 11, 1793 in Oestringen, the daughter of John Gruelich and Maria Pfiefer. 


They were farmers or (tillers of the soil as known in their native country). Johann Essenpreis, his wife, and their six younger children sailed to America on the vessel La Oceania No. 
163 on June 15, 1841. Their voyage took 47 days. Children of Johann Essenpreis and Maria Elisabeth Gruelich were Carl Anton born on January 12, 1916. He remained in Germany, and 
no further records are known at this date. Maria, born on March 25, 1817 married Sebastian Fellhauer. They and their oldest daughter came to America at a later date. 


Elisabeth came to America unknown when. She was born on May 21, 1819. No further records have been found.*? 


Antoine was born on July 27, 1821, Stephanie born December 14, 1024, Leo born February 2, 1627, Helena born July 18, 1829, John Baptist born on December 26, 1833 and Louisa born 
on July 20, 1857 came with their parents to America in 1941. 


Johann Essenpreis’ death occurred on October 19, 1865 and his wife Maria Elisabeth passed away on May 1, 1866. Both are buried in St. Joseph Catholic cemetery in Highland, 
Illinois.” 


Rosa Rall biography**° 


“Rosa was born June 1841 on the Atlantic Ocean as her parents were immigrating to the United States. Her mother Elizabeth 
Essenpreis, born 21 May 1819, died at sea or shortly after their arrival in America. She is listed in the Jakob Rall household in 
the 1850 and 1860 Federal census. On November 18, 1861, Rosa married Sebastian Zolk. 


The Zolks lived on the farm where Heinrich Bosshard, the Swiss poet lived and wrote the words to a poem called ‘Lasst héren 
aus alter Zeit, which was put to music by Wehrli and later called "Sempacherlied", while he was visiting Highland. In 1909 the 
Swiss Society of America erected a monument in honor of Heinrich Bosshard which stands to this day in Lindendale Park and 
says that he composed the Swiss National Anthem.” 


Although the monument Mr. Landmann refers to still stands in Lindendale park, in fact there was not an official anthem of 
Switzerland until 1981. At left, the monument in Highland in honor of Bosshard. But then, this monument is near the Helvetia 
Sharpshooters building on the fairgrounds, and that building is 
decorated with Swiss cantonal flags—some of which are hung upside 
down. Likely that although there was some Swiss pride in Highland, 
there was also not really anyone to double check for accuracy on 
Helvetic matters from the 20" century on. 
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Maria Elizabeth Rall Baptism, 18523" 
At right, Jacob and Maria Anna (Gschwend) Rall had her oldest brother John (Johannes) and his eventual wife Elizabeth 
Guntli as godparents to her daughter Maria Elizabeth (Maria Anna’s fourth child). 


348 Private compilation of the Essenpreis and related family names and brief history of the Essenpreis family in Germany and their coming to America. Compiled by Mrs Helen Steiner and shared by Marsha Unger Nicklaus, PO 
Box 400815 Hesperia CA 92340 

347 Although the authors of the Essenpreis history didn’t have this information, we know she came with her husband Jacob and gave birth at sea in 1841. 

350 Provided by Alan Landmann in August 2020, another descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families. 

351 St Paul Catholic Church records, Highland IL 
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Jacob Rall, the Good and Guntli families, and the Essenpreis family, 1847 


This map of Highland, Illinois, or “New Switzerland’ is included in the book “New Switzerland in Illinois’.%°* Although Jacob Rall owned this land, he may have also had a house in 
town. In the Centennial History of St Paul, it is written that the new priest Father Limacher arrived in September 1851, and ‘took up residence with the family of Jacob Rall, about 
three blocks from the church. Later he lived with Peter Voegele family just across the street from the church.’ 


A rough translation of the German in the right column gives the following description of the village: “The small squares next to the names indicate the construction site of the 
various farms. The size of the farms can not be determined because they are enlarged almost every year. The median size of cultivated land on each farm tends to approach 60 
acres. The forests mostly lie in one continuous piece on both sides of the rivers. The squares marked with consecutive numbers are sections and each contain 640 acres; these are 
divided into %, %, 1/8, and 1/16 parts. The last part is 40 acres. A township consists of 36 sections and is 6 miles in total. The sixteenth section in each township originally belonged to 
the schools, which were sold and from the proceeds a school fund was made. The hills are suitable for beautiful construction sites, from which you can enjoy a nice view. The hills 
are not so steep that they are less fertile than the plains, their gradient seldom exceeding four feet per hundred.” 
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352 New Switzerland in Illinois: As Described by Two Early Swiss settlers, Kaspar Kopfli and Johann Jacob Eggen in Spiegel von Amerika and Aufzeichnungen aus Highlands Grundungszeit. 


Historical context: Helvetia, Illinois from 1831-1849 
Kaspar Kopfli, who arrived in Illinois in 1831, described Highland as follows: 


“This settlement, located in the state of Illinois, was founded in 1831 by the Lucerne families of Kopfli and Suppiger, and Senator Simple, and American general of the militia. By 
1837 the population had already increased so much that it was felt necessary to lay it out as a town. In the center of this settlement, a suitable tract of land was designated for 
the foundation of a town that was named Highland, but also known as Helvetia. The plan included 130 acres of land and was divided into forty-five city blocks. 


..First a Saw and flour mill, steam driven, was built by Mr. Suppiger; this mill produces the most important building materials. This was followed by a brick-works for which good 
limestone in quantity can be found in a nearby quarry without charge. Soon a tavern, a schoolhouse, and a general store were built. A smith and several other craftsmen settled 
eventually; the town has grown so much, that over a hundred families, in as many houses, have found a home and a carefree life. 


In 1845 there were two schoolhouses attended by sixty to seventy children, two good doctors, three inns, three business places, one justice of the peace, one constable, five 
smithies, three wagon makers, carpenter, shoemaker, tailor, mason, saddler, plumber, cutler, plasterer, painter, three brickyards, a dairy, and a distillery. The town is steadily 
growing and prospering. 


Life in Highland is very Swiss; almost everyone speaks Swiss. In the inns and at social gatherings it is entertaining to hear the different dialects of the various Swiss cantons. 
There is the genial dialect of the Berner, the expressive Bundtner, also that of the Zurcher, Glarner, Luzerner, Basler, St Galler, Aargauer, Zuger, etc. 


.. The federal government maintains ten land offices in different parts of the State of Illinois, where everyone can easily find out from the maps and charts which land has been 
sold and what still belongs to the government. ... For Highland and New Switzerland, the land office is in Edwardsville. Everyone can buy as much government land as he wants 
to, if he has chosen a suitable piece and has had it marked on the map. The fixed price is $1.25 per acre. Smaller pieces of land than forty acres at $50 are not for sale by the 
government. ... Woods in the vicinity of highland are privately owned, but they can be bought for $9 and $10 per acre. In the Shoal Creek area, ten to twelve miles from Highland, 
there are still some good federal woods for sale. ... 


A farm, located half an hour from Highland, consisting of 160 acres of land, of which forty acres are fenced in, forty acres are in woods and the remainder is unbroken prairie, on 
which there is a simple dwelling and barns such as are customary here, trees, and an orchard would cost in the neighborhood of $1200-$1500, or Fr. 4320 to 5400.” 


In the Appenzeller Kalendar, 1851 edition. Translated from German: 


“Neu-Schweizerland is the name of a settlement located in the North American 
state of Illinois and founded in 1831 by the Kopfli and Suppiger families from 
Lucerne and an American general and senator Simple. 


According to the description that Mr. Kopfli from this area and settlements, 
Swiss emigrants should most likely find a second home there, which gives them 
a carefree livelihood with a customary way of life, as far as it is possible for 
Europeans in America. In a few years, writes Mr. Kopfli, the population of this 
settlement had grown so significantly that the need to found a town was felt. In 
1837 a suitable piece of land was determined, which received the name Highland 
(highland), but is also often called Helvetia. ... 


(The adjacent illustration provides a view of this friendly city just beginning.) 


The lack of good wine at a cheap price, which has hitherto been felt all over 
America by the Swiss and Germans, will be remedied in a few years, at least for 
this settlement. ... Pig breeding is also of great importance throughout the state 
of Illinois, but especially in Highland. A hundred pigs are raised there with less 
effort than half a dozen in Switzerland, says Mr. Kopfli. ... 


So inviting Mr. Kopfli describes some areas and conditions of the new world in 
his "Spiegel von Amerika", he also recommends emigration no less than 
absolutely, and it is certainly worth reading what he gives those who are 
passionate about emigration to consider. The one who is keen on emigration - 
he writes - think carefully about what he intends to do.” 
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Sources: New Switzerland in Illinois: As Described by Two Early Swiss settlers, Kaspar Kopfli and Johann Jacob Eggen in Spiegel von Amerika and Aufzeichnungen aus Highlands Grundungszeit. Illustration of ‘New 
Switzerland’: Appenzeller Kalendar, 1851 
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Jacob Rall and Mary Ann Gschwend, US Census 1850 


Lists Rosa as born ‘at sea’. 


Jacob Rall ‘a auatall 11 Apr 1855353 
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STATE OF aa i Cireuit Court, of the Term of Afra /)...........\m the Year of our Lord Eighteen 
88. 
Mapison County, { Hundred and ritty- 0-9 1 


And Now, At this Term comes oso fade __.An Alien Born, and presents to the 
Court his Petition to be admitted and become a Naturalized Citizen of the United States, accompanied with the Certificate, and 
proof of character and residence, as therein set forth ; which Petition, and Proof of Character and Residence, are in the words and 
figures following, to-wit : 


“STATE OF ILLINOIS} , § nee 
Mapison County, § “* 2 To the Honorabli VIN U0tA) _ Judge of the Circuit Court 


in and for the county of Madison, and State of Illinois :—Your Petitioner, eof Kass 
respectfully shows unto your Honor, that on the_ Qon wn S) day of Aecombeor~ A. D.184et 
at Colunreucedartl Sufean thin. Sea, af Che .04i- o1sihy. Cornatr) _... he 


declared his intention, under oath, to become a Citizen of th 


nited States of America, as will appear by the Certificate ‘exhibited 
herewith, and which your Petitioner wishes to be made a part of the Record—That he has resided within the jurisdiction of the 
United States for the term of Five Years and upwards, and within the limits of the State of Mlinois, for at least One Year; as will 
likewise appear by the affidavit of witnesses annexed hereto—And that your Petitioner desires to be admitted to take the Oath of 
Naturalization, and become a Naturalized Citizen of the said United States of America. 


“STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
County oF Mapisoy, ; ss. § Z 2B 2. Wits X. See eee a 
of the county of ~ALOmds0anr) and State of _ a having been first 


an 


Alien, who has applied to be admitted as a Naturalized Citizen of the United States of America, for the space of the eit Five 
Years past and upwards—That during the whole of said time, he has continued to reside within the limits and under the jurisdiction 
of said United States, and one year, at least, in the said State of Illinois, preceding the day of the date hereof—And that, so far as 
his knowledge and observation has extended, he has behaved himself as a man of a good moral charaeter, and appears to be attached 


to the principles contained in the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good order, well being, and happiness 
of the same. 


Subscribed and Sworn to, in open Conrt, this Grim ) 

Ir) 
day of Afra QL A.D. 185 \ Bd lal : 
ATTEST : We IY 


Clerk of Madison Circuit Court.) os : 


Whereupon, By leave of Court first had, the following Oath of Naturalization was administered to_ bap Rake... 
to-wit: 


“STATE OF ILLINOIS, i ss. 


County or Manson, 


F. Arawak Rate. 
in the presence of ALMIGHTY GOD, that I will SUPPORT the Constitution of the United States—And that I do absolutely and 
entirely Renounce and Abjure all Allegiance and Fidelity to every Foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty, whatever—And 
more particularly the allegiance,and fidelity I in any wise owe to_ ey. Yrann UJ AMA Ao). Bien 

of Mackin ww Damon. 


Subseribed and Sworn to, in open Court, this ___ Y bleeds... ke 
day of Afr A.D. 185 37 -Fatardy 


ATTEST :_ Wee MBamann _.____ Clerk of Madison Circuit court.) 


_. Do Solemnly Swear, 


whereof I was heretofore a citizen or subject. 


And the Court being satisfied that the said A eno. &, G0G)_____............has complied with all the requirements of 
the law of Congress concerning the Naturalization of Foreigners, 

Ht is therefore Considered and Ordered by the Court, 
That said Gae obs. Raz 2)... Be Naturalized, and henceforth admitted to all and singular the Rights, 
Privileges and Immunities of a Naturalized Citizen of the United States of America—And that the same be certified accordingly, 


llinois Naturalization Records, https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:30S7-89MJ-WPJY?cc=1989159&wc=M6V7-P29%3A266146801%2C 266205201, Madison Petitions for naturalization 1855-1857 vol 2, image 85 of 400 


Jacob and Maria Anna Rall properties, 1861°°* 


The land in Section 19 may have been bought from the Essenpreis family or Anton Good—it’s difficult to tell as the ‘Neu Schweizerland’ map is less precise. Note the ‘V. Bellin’ 
properties in nearby Section 8 and 9, a misspelling of Valentin Bellm; the Ralls’ daughter Barbara grew up to marry a Bellm. 


354 Map of Madison County, Holmes and Arnold 1861 


: i in Hi 1871 
Anna Maria Rall burial record, St Paul Catholic Church in Highland, 7 . = 
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Jacob Rall’s will, issued to first daughter Rosa’s husband, Sebastian Zolk, 1878 


Also includes son-in-law Felix Bellm’s signature 


, Printed at the Oftice of the Alton Democrat. 


ADMINISTRATOR'S BOND. 


ETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION, 


Edwardsville Republican Print. 


In the mattel of the Estate\of : dea 
i 

j 

| 


P tobate Court, 


¥ MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


| nhs i PETITION, 
Ge the Homnall. (Ve L/Qky, 


Geunty eat of Md, Ceunty tn the State ¢ Hines 


Lhe Petition of the undersigned 


IQy | ss. In County Cour, 


ELM. Cate. Prbdé LL 


Know all Men by these be = ts, THAT Wwe. Mdceliin.. 
| itl 


} 
= tfull: i ce 
= - 0 of L meepesttally, | of the County Madison und S¢ate of Illinois, in the penul 
In the matter Batat, represents thut ce... OT BAaee_.. : A Green late of the County Hl sum of... UMC... A Dollars, 
- Madi. 4 : a i . i , ited S truly to be made and performed, we and each of us, bind ourselves, 
of Madison a Si f is lite fi current money of the United § ell anc ly pe i. 7 
| of Mucison aforesaid, departed this lite rsh da ec Seer seo - our heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, jointly, severally, aad figsaly by these presents, ri 
suid County, ov or about the..a2..3..2& day of SE meer. A.D. 187 WITNESS, our hands and seals, this... ae ay ot. CLA) _D. 187. 
. DECEA leaving no last Will and Testament as fur as your petitiorer know or 


Tas ConQtriex or Fairs Qi TIew 18s Svew, That if the 


LEM Athi 


Administrat y~ of all and singula 


goods jing chattels, rights und credits of the said d ich | 
Llita. the said... (“eden 


4s such Administrat gy — , or to the hands of any person or perscns tor... 
and the same so made, do exhibit, or cause to be exhibited, in the County Court, for the 
Jaw, and such goods and chattels, rights and credits, do well and truly administer, according to Inw, and all the rest of the caid 
Soods and chattels, rights and credits, which shall be found remaining upon the accounts of the suid Administratzzy_, tho same 
being first examined and allowed by the Couyty Coun, shull deliver and pay unto a 
legally entitled thereto; and further, do make a just and true account of all 


And this Petition further shows that the said 


seized and possessed’ of Reakwwd Personal Estate, consisting chiely of | Lemeete coo. 


AheteLin | a ree amy, 


Letters isxned to 


Adminiatrator, on the dey of 


_Oelv Foe. Sl 


~ died 


and singular the 


knowledge of. 


h person or persons respectively, as may be 


.mctings and doings therein, when 
, Beak ERG f thereunto required by the said Court,-snd if it shall hereufter appear that any Last Witt, ano Teeramuwe was made by the de- 
G ceased, and the same be py urt, and Lerrers MENTARY, or of ADMINISTRATION, be obtained thereon, and the said 


{Joy in such ease, on being required thereto, render and@et{ver up the Letters of Administration, granted to, 


1 
meses -, That said decensed left surviyine him 48 aforesgjjl, and shall, in general, do and perform all other acts which may at any time be required of 3 
No fe-1 Olecess . AK SAE tf a a as ee oe fk fee ya ta ‘ -« by law; then this obligation to he vaid; otherwise to remain in full force ana virtue, \ 
Final Settlement made on the PB thr rutoemech a... i ele ap, Maelaer.t, ia Ba eo. euge = H 
Prato te. Ge _ ry ESET spas 

oc horton ATR Aes ea | | eee H 
as heirs. That your petitioner, believing that the said estate should be immediate! cH 
the proper management of said estate as for the Prompt collection of the assets i = $B 
torte = reve shone { 
. by virtue of Clerk of the County Court. Gee | 
eae y virtue of J : | 

tight under the statute... » therefore pray that your Honor will grant Letters of Administrati rs : : 
} f Fs Letters of Administration LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION. | 
= } Is acer hiner ie t 

| 


in the premises upon..... 


AVE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
Suarw or Uuuangze,),. 
Wanison Coury, To all to whom These Presents shall come, Greeting 
Know Ye, That Whereas, .. 
late of the C 


vtaking the oxth preserihed hy the statute, and entering into 


he approved by your Honor. 


ond in such sum, and with securities, as may 


S = 
of Madison and Stage of Illinojg, died intestate, as it is said on or about the... 


A. D. 187.2, having at the time of his 
ed in value, 


State of dllineis,) Ss. { ae hbo... Oniuell 
MADISON COUNTY, 
BEING DULY SWORN De 


to the hest of. 


decease, personal property in this State, which 
Xf speedy cate be not taken of the same—to the end therefore, that said property 


ve a legal right or interest therein, -we do hereby appoint 


may be lost, destroyed, dimini 


of the County of Madison and singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits 
whieh, we aa ATR ME cA M neat the tHme 
7 decease; with fi power and authority to secure the said property and debts, 


Wheresoever the same be found in this 
fy 


poses and says that the facts averred in the ubove petition are true, according 


. knowledge, information and belief, 


State—And in general to do and perform all other acts, which now are, or hereafter may be required of. on by, lw: 


SWOAM TO ANU SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME,) 
This ZO. day of bdo, A. p, 


oe MAG Win Dé: 


(a fe ie pee tet 


LL. 8] WITNESS, HUGH E, BAYLE, Clerk of the County Court, in and for the said County of 


Saar 


wseneenefle D, 18743, and the Probate Seal 


Llu 


‘Clerk of the 


&PPRAISERS* AWARD FOR THE WIDOW. ‘ 
We, the undersigned, uppraisers appointed by the Judge of the County Court of Madison County to appraise 


deceased, do hereby make and certify to said Court the following estimate of the value of each article of specific 
property ullowed by luw to the wie 


FINAL REPORT OF ADMINISTRATOR, HXEOUTOR OR GUARDIAN.—oniver, Page, Hoyne & Co,, Slationers, 118 anil 120 Monroe Street, Chicago. 
or : JUDGE OF THE COUNTY COURT 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.) 0 THE. 


_ WHALE... County, \ or, isl... County, GEA... 10, AD. ie 


and value the goods, chattels and personal estate of 


‘The undersigned, .......... 


Wearing Apparel, Family Pictures, Jewels and Ornaments of sédew and minor child 


| ‘They Re 


tain, 

il 

.100 | 00 
| 


School Bopks and Library. 


‘One Sewing Machine, 


Necesary Beds, Bedstends and Beddin, 


Stoves and Pipe ted in family, with necessary Cooki 


—— 


| 
Household and Kitchen Furniture... ‘ 


svwohesMileh Cow and Caltete,(being one for every four in the’ fami 


wp Sheep nnd Plesees: tag. awe for-enall member af the family), ond one Home, Saddle ud Bf 


Provisions for fimily for one year... 2 Popo) \ Ceasinw, acc etter : A ow S| 
Feed for the above stock for six month: J ax 2 59-37 al ue | | 
Fuel for family for three mont J 10-¢el Lo MS We Sb20 ete Ree La ; H 
Other property... Wwheut- 6F Daak Crete. VALE - s| SK Se 4 
2ST erect PO, pte, Vent 4, 

i 


buble svat /heushy t1£0L, Leto, 
il oak, Act pect of 

| bites iyetae t) Magee * 

2 coasts Cab, ¢ wvar4 Mblticlly lode bear. : 2 ial 
th KacheG,“]leott say fork, manG yaeheti  — FC CONTRA. 


Seale mie Decne a Lhe g >, (aa 


APPRAISERS’ BILL. 


| Slate of Minoiz,\,. { 


. \ In Gaunty Grathtse 
MADISON COUNTY, 


‘Total amount received or collected, 


to be credited with the foll 


ing sums, paid out por receipts exhibited : 


Aur. 
ITEMS PAID OUT. ‘Toran Amr. 


wlaaf Sit, hor, ~ Shox oe 


: An Appraisoment Bill of Goods, Chattols and Personal Eotate of 


= {feck é BALE oie Tip edd Cont leneoseit) oodjieas 
ve 


the same come to our sight und knowledge, which appraisement has been made by us by virtue of the 
annexed Warrant from the County Court of said County, we having been first duly sworn as required by law. 


S 


} | ARTICLES. DOLLARS, CENTS. 


\. 


XN 
sy 


: [ ra ee = | | By 


| IO a ree, ne oho | 
Fi ent 0Y * Roonviny ry) Qaaehs peng 
| Spee a hue — eu Aw Gw QWwowW 
4, Appraisers. SUDO | 
7 ) 
Z| 
Ga . 
vA | | “Cash on hand at time of decease, _ £ i 
Z| — = 
5 j NOTES AND ACCOUNTS. 
Zi BY WHOM OWING. Date. Rate Int. Good. | ame 
3 SF ~ —— — ——-— = iH I 
y 


Carutie Wease Mandy ye 57 | 22800. 
2 - a fligs 8 7b | B09 
aire JFalln Saptlct Yt 67g | GO00 tatigfim 


At2cgocn Ly 
frm Malt) tr 12.14 
a 


in. 668 

a (Mov wisar 

“ % (Z tan 
“ 4 Moo LY 


a w Giacd W. 


ie ..0 hereby certify that the above is a correct Inventory of the Real. and Personal 
Estate of £aec2th., 


Giventinder our hands this..... 
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PHYSICIAN'S CE 


Jacob Rall death certificate, 1878%°5 —— IS 


RTIFICATE OF DEATH. 
a . . "aie : . 7 . : ‘ : . . . | 
; H STATE Or ILLINOIS ke The Physician who attended any person in a last iIness shonld immediately return this Certificate, * 

Jacob died of pulmonary hemorrhage at the age of 63. His Ze 


accurntely filled out, to the County Clerk. Penalty $10.00, if not returned within 30 days. 
occupation is listed as ‘carpenter’. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


. og | 
| 2. Name fuced bial ea - Sex Buote __Color_ eu 


, *% Age G 3 years_2 — months_ days. Occupation (Car Bites 


3. Date of rey LIDS __..._lour JAM. *Single, Maseied, Widower, Widow. | 
4. Nationality and place where born a ; 
6 


. How long resident in this State_ Be 3 ea a — eS, ¥ = = ‘ | 
6. Place of deatht_ SWbiie Trad. G, Wt . 


| MADISON COUNTY. 


| *. Cause of deatht Potrensny Mase tradeaye | Complications _ 


| 


| 8. Duration of disease __ 


] 9. Place and dale of burial_. A 24 Z / ae a — 
OA 
10. Name and place of Undertaker MA F (Oi odd sc te ian BLL. 


Dated at. Sat Sept2 | ae. 2 ae 
Residence ca oe SS 


*Erase such of these as are not required. 


: +City—No., Street and Ward; same in towns that have them; township or precinct. 
{State primary and immediate cause of 


death, and examine the list of diseases printed on cover of this book, and law pertaining to Coroner’s inquests. 


——, 
Eewarcsville intel 


igencer Steam Print, 


Jacob Rall burial record, 1878°%° 


’S WI ia | Anna Maria, which can cause some confusion. Anna 
Here we see that Jacob’s wife Maria Anna was referred to as Anna Maria in some church records, although she had a sister, | iV 
Maria would only have been about 15 in 1878, though, so unlikely it’s her. It’s possible Anna Maria didn’t live very long in Illinois—she’s not in many records, and her brothers left for 
California. Note that the record before Jacob is Emma Bellm—Jacob’s granddaughter, who died in infancy. 


 Aefotlin plaertbun Kat natin 60 tine’ Hee 
= teh cxgurefburerLer gach faut ded 


t 
. 


355 Provided by Alan Landmann 
356 St Gertrude Church records, Grantfork, IL 


GSCHWEND 
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The Gschwend Family 


The Gschwend family ‘branch’*’ traces back to Switzerland. This family traveled together and their stories are intertwined which can be especially confusing given many similar 
names. 


Our ancestor, Maria Anna Gschwend had two brothers, John and Joseph*8 who were with her in Highland, Illinois for a period of time. 


John Gschwend was born 25 Dec 1826 in Altstatten, St. Gallen Switzerland. He immigrated to America as a teenager with his aunt Mary Magdalena (Gschwend) Good and her 
husband Anton Good, arriving in New York on 15 Jun 1842. For the next thirteen years he lived in Highland, Illinois. He married Elizabeth Guntli, Anton Good's niece, in 1853. 


They had eleven children. His two oldest children were baptized at St. Paul Catholic Church in Highland. John became a naturalized citizen on 12 Apr 1855 in Edwardsville, Illinois. 


= In April of 1855, John and Elizabeth (Guntli) Gschwend were among a group of 
7 Swiss immigrants that travelled from Illinois through Kansas to California, where 
the went across the Donner Pass to Napa Valley, and then on to Cloverdale. They 
eventually arrived in the Anderson Valley in November of the same year. The 
Gschwends built a house of split timber. In 1857 John Gschwend built the first 
water powered sawmill along the Navarro River near Mill Creek. He later built a 
gristmill. 


Early in the history of the valley, John Gschwend opened a road from Flynn 
Creek up the hill to the Navarro Ridge where it joined the road to Mendocino. 
Fruit from the valley traveled this route to the coastal market. John Gschwend 
also built the other valley “connector” route. In need of a market for his lumber, 
he pushed a bill through the California legislature authorizing the Mendocino 

iat County supervisors to grant a permit to construct a toll road over what was 

2 ¢ known at the time as the Anderson Valley Trail. The trail crossed the mountain 

phe MOvOw from Booneville to an intersection that seemed a long way (two miles) south of 
Ve Ukiah. The road cost $10,000 to build. In an attempt to recuperate some of the 
expenses, Gschwend operated it as toll road until shortly before the turn of the 
century when it was incorporated into the county road system. 


John Gschwend was listed as a Fellow Craft; at the Abell Lodge #146, Ukiah, Mendocino County in 1863 and was a 
Master Mason at the same lodge in 1864. The Masonic Hall in Mendocino County, CA Lodge No 179 F. and A. M., was 
built in 1866 by Erik Albertson and John Gschwend. 


John and Elizabeth Gschwend’s daughter, Christine was born in 1857 and was the first white female child born in 
the valley. The Swiss settlement of Christine and Christine Grove in the Redwood forest are named after her. John 
Gschwend died 20 Jan 1891 in Anderson Valley, Mendocino County, California. 


Obituary of John Gschwend: ‘ANOTHER OLD PIONEER GONE’**? 


“This community was somewhat startled on Tuesday evening by the announcement of the death of John 
Gschwend, which took place at his home at Christine, in Anderson Valley at noon of that day. The cause of his 
death was pneumonia. 


Deceased was born in Switzerland December 25, 1826 and was therefore, a little over sixty-four years of age. In 
1842 he came to America, landing in New York in June of that year. He proceeded to Illinois and there engaged in 
the sawmill business which he followed for three years. In 1854 he went to Kansas and in 1855 came to California 
across the plains bringing a band of cattle with him. He came direct to Mendocino county and began farming in 
Anderson Valley, and lived there until the day of his death. 


Few men have identified their name with the early history of Mendocino county more than John Gschwend. He was a man of much push and energy and overcame insuperable 
obstacles in pushing to completion the many enterprises which he from time to time engaged in. To him belongs the honor of constructing the pioneer sawmill of Anderson Valley, 


357 Compiled from information provided by Alan Landmann in August 2020, another descendent of the Bellm, Frisse, and Gschwend families and “Fridolin, Anton, and Jacob Good from Mels, Switzerland to Highland, IL” Compiled 
by Elizabeth Rugg Mackersie 2015 

358 Photo at right: John and Elizabeth (Guntli) Gschwend. Photos of the brothers Gschwend provided by Shirley Rienecker. 

357 In the Mendocino Dispatch Democrat Jan 23 1891 


which he built in 1856 in the extreme western end of the valley on a ford of the Navarro River. In 1864 he added a grist mill to the sawmill and for several years the flour for all that 
section was ground at that place. In October 1875 a fire swept the pioneer landmark out of existence. 


In 1869 the legislature passed a bill authorizing the Board of Supervisors to construct and maintain a toll road from Boonville in Anderson Valley to a point where the old Anderson 
Valley trail intersected the state road in Ukiah Valley. Gschwend built the road at a cost of $10,000. Some years ago the county fell heir to by Sote means, and Gschwend spent much 
time and money in trying to secure from the county some recompensation for the road. During the past month he had been circulating a petition, praying the legislature to pass a bill 
authorizing Mendocino county to pay him for the road. The matter was the cause of much contention and worriment to him in his late years. 


In 1862 deceased was elected Supervisor of the First District which at that time comprised Ukiah, Sanel and Anderson Valley Townships and continued as a member of the Board for 
four years. He left a record there that was an honor to him. He had a fund of good practical knowledge about road and bridge building that made him a most valuable member of the 
Board. 


The funeral of deceased took place on Wednesday, under the auspices of Abell Lodge No. 146 F. &A.M., of which he was a member, the interment being at Christine. The following 
masons of Ukiah were present as representatives of Abell Lodge: W. Elliott, C. H. Whitton, J Holliday, W. Chessall, Lee Harbert, W. Proudfoot, J. A. Donahue. Deceased leaves a wife 
and a large family of children, most of whom have reached manhood and womanhood, and the large circle of friends which he had throughout the county will join with us in 
extending to the bereaved ones our heartfelt sympathy in the hour of their affliction.” 


tae Joseph Gschwend 


Joseph was born in Switzerland in 1831 and arrived in the United 
States in 1842. He lived in Highland, Madison County, Illinois until 
1856. He then joined his brother John in Anderson Valley, 
Mendocino County, California. 


He married the widow Candace Shields Williams in 1864 in 
Mendocino County, California. The couple with his stepchildren 
migrated to Little Sur River, Monterey County after 1870 and 
there he lived the rest of his life. According to his 1896 voter 
registration, he was naturalized in 1873. 


Joseph was a farmer, woodsman and a surveyor. He helped 
build the first Old Coast Road. When the County of Monterey 
ihe extended the Old Coast Road south towards the forks of the 
es ye Little Sur, it was Joseph who surveyed the route. That particular 

ar stretch of road was very serpentine and it was said that Joseph 

er ff . was attempting to inscribe his own signature upon the 
\ i? # y landscape. His six children all died at Little Sur area of 
7 tuberculosis prior to 1900. Only his stepchildren lived a full Life. 

Joseph died December 14, 1915 at Big Sur, Monterey County, California. 


« 


as i be 
J 


Joseph Gschwend of the lower Little Sur is shown here in a photograph by Lou G. Hare c. 
1900. A Swiss native born c. 1833, he called his ranch “Little Switzerland.” Gschwend was a 
farmer who was listed in the 1896 voter register as having been naturalized in 1873; he was also 
known as a woodsman and surveyor. When the County of Monterey extended the old Coast 
Road south toward the forks of the Little Sur, it was Gschwend who surveyed the route. The 
particular stretch of road laid out by Gschwend was (and still is) particularly serpentine, and it 
has been said that the worthy surveyor was attempting to inscribe his own signature epee the 
landscape. (Courtesy John and Helenka family collection.) 
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Maria Anna Gschwend and brother Joseph arrive in America, 1843 


Ship manifest from the Eliza Thornton, from Le Havre to New Orleans. 


COUNTRY 
of wich they intend OCCUPATION... 
to become inha- * 


a 


bitants. 


Jacob Good, 32, his wife Amanzia and 3 children, another family, and then 
Magdalena Good, and the Gschwends. Due to poor writing looks like ‘Schivinas’. 
Also on the boat were the Guntli family, one of which the oldest Gschwend 


brother eventually marries. 


The journey of the Guntli family from Mels to LeHavre and Highland is described 
in the book ‘Emigration from Mels to America in the period 1841-1850: The Guntly 
Family’ by Hans Muller in 2010. The book describes how they made their way by 
cars to Walenstadt, by steamboats and canal boats across Lake Walenstadt and 
Lake Zurich to Kanton Aargau, where they contracted with an immigration 
agency run by Joseph Rufli for the trip to France. 


aa 


7 2S eee 


On the three-week trip to the port, horse-drawn wagons with straw roofs were 


used that, at times, could carry 40 to 50 people including luggage. The emigrants | Ahensre 7 
stayed overnight in barns and sheds to cut costs, and we can assume the travel 


of our Gschwends was similar if not the same trip.%° 
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360 “Eridolin, Anton, and Jacob Good from Mels, Switzerland to Highland, IL” Compiled by Elizabeth Rugg Mackersie, 2015. Page 7 


John Anton Good bought land in Madison County*! Good children baptisms, 1855°% 


The Good family traveled to America with the Guntlis and the Gschwends from St Gallen. 


4f GS) 
Oo * THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ae . Bie Bric. In the three baptism records on this 
WIGS 9 4 i : page we see that ‘A.M. Rall nee 
ee or i is: 165 S* bee Ki Bt i we Gschwend’ was godmother to three 


; rerapd ye ee Good children along with Andrew 

oe yes ; ¥ Guntli. Andrew eventually went west 
5 Zhe Kaui & fa Oupihij err, ud with Maria Anna's brothers. The 
children were also baptized by Father 
Limacher, who according to Alan 
Landmann’s family history lived with 
4 Jacob and Maria Anna Rall when he 

first came to town. 
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en Calea Ja 
Z vA es As Jed dow Ae 2 / 


Wess Ad Weert Yi ss-< tele ay! all 
jopeedon Ae Oe = RZ EE GF ie ae . / 
ia ga eee: / 
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361 Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?accession=IL2350__.468&docClass=STA&sid=51gqxvf3.b2x#patentDetailsTabIndex=1 
362 St Paul, Highland, Illinois. Catholic Diocese of Springfield; Springfield, IL; Illinois, Church Records, 1853-1975 
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Johann Jakob Gschwend [110] Marianne Gachter [I11] 


Johann Jakob was born 2 May 1794 in Luchingen, Switzerland.%* Marianne was born 1 Sep 1794 and is listed in her marriage record as living in 
Kobelwies. Her baptism records were in nearby Montlingen, which is part of a 


LUchingen is a hamlet at the northern edge of Altstatten (Canton St. Gallen, Switzerland). different district in Altstatten called Oberriet. She died in Aug 1835 


It is located close to Marbach, and therefore the children from Luchingen were usually 
baptized in Marbach. Marianne or Maria Ana had five children, but died at 40 and Johann Jakob was 
remarried a few years later. 


After his first wife died, he remarried Kresentia Kobler, b. Nov 25 1812. Their four 
daughters, half siblings to our ancestor, were as follows: Kresentia b. 24 Sept 1841, 
Carolina b. Oct 17, 1842, Christina b. Oct 23, 1851 and Magdalena b. Jan 11, 1854. 


Parents Jakob Anton Gschwend [220] and Maria Barbara Bucher [221] Parents Joseph Gachter [222] and Catharina Stiger [223] 
Marriage date 3 May 1819 in Altstatten 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Maria Anna* 7 Feb 1822 Jacob Rall* 

Johannes 27 Dec 1825 Elizabeth Guntli 

Anna Maria** 30 Aug 1829 Unknown 

Joseph 12 Jun 1831 Candace Shields Williams 

Kresentia 


Johann Jakob had one sister, who took some of his children with her when she immigrated to America, and six brothers. Johann Jakob and five of his brothers spent much (or 
most) of their life in Kobelwies or in nearby hamlets of Altstatten (namely Hub and Hard).%% 


Nevertheless Johann Jakob and his first wife Marianne must have resided outside of their place of citizenship for a number of years. Otherwise it is difficult to explain why their 
children are not listed in the baptismal records of Altstatten. In later years the family lived at the southern border of Altstatten in the hamlet Kobelwies. 


The Gschwend-Gachter children 


Around March 18, 1838, their son (Johannes) John Gschwend moved to Mels to live with Johann Anton Good and his wife.*% That couple resided in the Rheinau (the plain close to the 
Rhine river). In the records, John's profession is given as day-laborer. He probably worked on the farm of his uncle. About every half year, John had to apply for a renewal of his 
residence permit. Therefore the entries in the register roughly show where he stayed in those years. On May 3, 1839. John departed for Trun (Canton of Graubtinden).**” Presumably 
he worked there until about the end of September. On October 6 he was back in Mels and received a new residence permit. Towards the end of April 1840 he departed again 
temporarily. 


On February 12, 1842. John left Mels%° and emigrated to America.*’ His uncle Johann Anton Good emigrated in the same year, and it is reasonable to assume that they travelled 
together. This is consistent with the statement in John's obituary that he emigrated in 1842 in company with an uncle. Johann Anton Good's wife, Maria Magdalena, followed in 
1843.3” In addition, the records about the emigrants from Mels mention Anna Maria Gschwend,*" a sister of John. It is not explicitly stated whether she left Switzerland in 1842 or in 
1843. 


One should keep in mind that another one of Johann Jakob and Marianne’s children had a similar given name (Maria Anna), which can be a source of confusion. The records indicate 
that both sisters 18429” and [Anna] Maria from May 1842 onward,°*” probably until her aunt Maria Magdalena departed in spring 1843. If there are no mistakes in these data, it can be 
concluded that Anna Maria emigrated in 1843. 


Ten years after his brother John left, Joseph followed, emigrating to America in 1852. He was a farmer. Before he left, his place of residence was Kobelwies.°” 


363 Some of this written content comes from a short study on Johann done by the author of ‘Auswanderung aus Mels nach Amerika in der Periode 1841-1850 : die Familie Guntli’, Hans Muller. 
364 “Eridolin, Anton, and Jacob Good from Mels, Switzerland to Highland, IL” Compiled by Elizabeth Rugg Mackersie 2015 

365 Most of the key data on this family comes from their file in the city registers, which can be found on the following pages. Pg 25, No 74, pg 26 No 76, pg71 No 210 and No 211, Pg 75 Mo 224, Pg 82 No 244 Burgerregister 
Altstatten, Bd. 6, Rhode Hinterforst. - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, ZLA 002b/3. 

366 Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels, Bd. 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels, B45.1. 

367 No 200 and 214 Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels, Bd. 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels, B45.1. 

368 No 633 Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels, Bd. 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels, B45.1. 

369 Betreffend Auswanderer von Mels, 18. Jan. 1843. - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen. KA R.100-3-1-2. 

370 Vaerzeichnisse der Auswanderer (1842-1860). - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, KA R.100-3-1-1. 

3” Betreffend Auswanderer von Mels, 18. Jan. 1843. - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen. KA R.100-3-1-2. 

372 No 402 Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels, Bd. 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels, B45.1. 

373 No 675 Aufenthalts-Register der Gemeinde Mels, Bd. 1, 1835-1848. - Archiv der Politischen Gemeinde Mels, B45.1. 

374 1852, Verzeichnisse der Auswanderer (1842-1860). - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, KA R.100-3-1-1. 


Johann Jakob’s 
baptism record: 


In Marbach church 
records in 1794, above 
sister Maria 
Magdalena’s.?7 


M. Magdalena’s husband 
Anton Good brought the 
son of her brother 
Jakob Anton Gschwend 
to America, and one 
year later, Magdalena 
herself brings brother 
Johann Jakob 
Gschwend's daughters 
Maria Anna and Anna 
Maria.3”” 


375 St Gallen State Archives, ZVA 12.1236 - Marbach (katholisch): Tauf- und Firmbuch Taufbuch der katholischen Pfarrei Marbach. - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, ZLA 002. Mikrofilm 948'665,| 1748-1817 http://staatsarchiv- 
sg.ch/index.php?bid=1567&m=&b=ZVA_12_1236_094.jpg 

37 Maria Magdalena birth record: http://staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=1567&m=&b=ZVA_12_1236_109.jpg 

377 “Eridolin, Anton, and Jacob Good from Mels, Switzerland to Highland, IL” Compiled by Elizabeth Rugg Mackersie 2015 


Maria Anna Gachter baptism, 1794.378 
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Godparents are Fridolin Kobler and Anna Maria 
Stiger. 


Historical context: Altstatten, Mels, and Luchingen Switzerland in 1843 


In the Rhine River valley, just south of Lake Constance, you find the hometowns of the Gschwend, Good, and Gachter families. A walk from Marbach (the church where many of the 
Gschwend children were baptized) to Luchingen would take about 15 minutes. Another 15 minutes down the valley and you'd be in Altstatten. An hour walk south from there, and 
you're in Kobelwies. A few members of the family also spent some time living about eight hours’ walk south in Mels/Sargans; John left for America from there. 


In 1800, Mels had 2433 residents and Alstatten had about 4900. By 1850, Mels had grown to a booming 3305 and Alstatten to 6492. When, in 1843, about 50 local residents got ready 
for a journey to America, the whole area became alarmed and excited. Also the newspapers started to become interested: “In the overpopulation due to young and thoughtless 
marriages; in price increase and carve-up of the properties and decrease of the cattle that was necessary to make a living; in the onerous burden and taxes of the municipality; in 
unsatisfactory life circumstances; mainly however in the dream of finding golden mountains in America. If the emigration of the middle class in Mels and Weisstannen continues 
to spread, then only the small group of the rich and wealthy citizens remains and the large group of the poorer class, who does not have the means to emigrate, and thus the taxes 
and burdens of the municipality will become even more onerous.” 


Another article indicates concern and perplexity: “These emigrants belong to the class of the righteous, provident citizens, who have always enjoyed the best reputation, which is 
why this daring undertaking Is to us not only inexplicable but also unwelcome and sad.” The cantonal government felt obliged to intervene. In a letter dated 18 January 1843, the 
government informed the district mayor, it would only provide certificates of residence and passports after he had interrogated the emigrants: Were the emigrants aware of the 
dangers that would await them? how and to where did they want to travel? did they have the financial means? The district mayor at the time was Franz Anton Good, (see the 
Historical Context note on page 354 for more on Franz) in a letter dated 27 Jan 1843 returned the requested answers. He emphasized that the emigrants were well-prepared for 
the journey and could not be dissuaded, so the passports were sent, and Andreas Guntli and John Gschwend, who had been living in Mels, were ready to go. 


Many from their area followed: “To prevent an increase in the number of indigents (8% of the population), the Grand Council instituted restrictions on marriage, which had little 
effect.’ ..the south devoted to agriculture and industry at home (Gaster, Sargans, Upper Toggenburg) stagnated or became depopulated ... and supplied the majority of emigrants 
who left overseas (more than 15,000 people between 1844 and 1890).” 


Sources: ‘Mels’ in the Historical Dictionary of Switzerland; Sargans area paper ‘Wahrheitsfreund’ of 24 Feb 1843; Saint-Gall (canton) in the Historical Dictionary of Switzerland; “Auswanderung aus Mels nach Amerika 
in der Periode 1841-1850: Die Familie Guntli” by Hans Muller, 2010 


378 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | Montlingen Tauf- und Ehebuch http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/bilder/ZVA_Pfarrbuecher/ZVA_12_Kirchenbuecher/ZVA_12_474/ZVA_12_474_085.jpg 
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Gschwend-Gachter marriage record, 1819°” 


The family was recorded as living in Kobelwies. 
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Gschwend-Gachter family in the Altstatten city register 


‘K' for Katholisch. In the notes column, ‘lived in Kobelwies’ and ‘district of Oberriet’ 
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Historical context: Saint Gallen, Napoleon, Democracy 


In 1291, the Swiss Confederation was a loose defensive alliance of three valleys against the Hapsburgs. Even in the Middle Ages, assembly democracy was being practiced in the 
confederation. A few more territories joined or left over the years, but for the most part this structure was maintained until the French Revolution and then 1798, when Napoleon 
invaded and installed the Helvetic Republic on the whole area. Borders we recognize today were defined and closely linked areas were made into ‘cantons’. Some of the 
assignments were very unpopular. In September 1798, the Swiss government nationalized the property of the Abbey of Saint Gall, which deeply hurt the Catholic population. The 
Austrian army moved in to occupy Eastern Switzerland in 1799, and the abbot at Saint Gall Abbey returned to his residence. But the French returned after the Battle of Zurich, 
and ‘misery spread across a depleted region.’ In 1802, Bonaparte attempted to compromise with the region by proposing a federalist constitution for Switzerland, and as part of 
the resulting act, created a number of cantons, including the canton of Saint-Gallen. 


After the fall of Napoleon in 1814, the young canton almost broke up. Popular movements all across the country demanded autonomy. In 1818, a young Franz Anton Good opened a 
law office in his hometown of Mels. Franz was not an immediate relative of the Geigerbuchers, but given the close relationship between the Good, Gachter, and Gschwend 
families, our ancestors would surely have known of him. (If they hadn't, they certainly did when Franz became the mayor in their municipality, and was assigned to question the 
families before their emigration [see previous Historical Context section]). Franz was certainly a public figure in the area, as he was politically active, campaigning for the 
principle of the direct-democratic popular veto. To him, it was important for sovereignty to reside with the people themselves, and he saw this veto as the mechanism through 
which they could hold the new governments accountable. The Good family, noted as originating in the Mels area from as early as 1636, was well known for serving in a number of 
political positions at the local, cantonal, and even Swiss federal levels. 


In 1830, popular assemblies were held in Altstatten, Wattwil and Sankt Gallen against the Restoration regime. After heated debates between the religious conservatives in favor 
of direct democracy and the liberals, the voters adopted in March 1831 a new constitution which made the Grand Council the supreme body and extended the right to vote to most 
men 21 and older. The new constitution guaranteed equal rights, separation of powers, public control of administration and finance, freedom of the press, freedom of association 
and freedom of trade and industry. Franz’s campaign was effective, and St Gallen became the first canton in Switzerland to have such a direct democratic instrument. During this 
time, the cantons sorted out the future of their country (sometimes violently, during the Sonderbund war in 1847) and who would be part, the federal assembly met for the first 
time in 1848. Direct democracy, and the fact that sovereignty resides with the people, remains an important principle in Swiss government to this day—more than one third of all 
the national referendums ever held in the whole world have taken place in Switzerland. 

Source: Excerpt from Wolfgang Goldi; Regula Steinhauser-Zimmermann; Alfred Zangger; Max Baumann; Max Lemmenmeéier: "Saint-Gall (canton)", in: Dictionnaire historique de la Suisse (DHS); and Peter Miller: "Good, 


Franz Anton", in: Historical Encyclopedia of Switzerland (HLS); ‘Discover Switzerland: The History of Switzerland’, The Swiss Federal Council https://www.eda.admin.ch/aboutswitzerland/en/home/politik- 
geschichte/geschichte-der-schweiz.html 


Jakob Anton Gschwend [220] Maria Barbara Bucher [221] 


Birth and death dates for Jakob Anton are unknown, but we have a good amount _ | Birth and death information for Maria Barbara is unknown, but she appears to be from 


of information about his children from church and city records in Marbach and Luchingen (difficult to read in the Alstatten Burgerregister). She had 7 children; 6 sons and 1 
Altstatten.%®° daughter. At least one of her children immigrated to the US. 
Parents Mother's name appears to be Maria Ursula Parents Unknown 

Marriage date Unknown 

Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 
Ulrich 1 Jul 1789 1812 1852 

Johannes 15 Jan 1792 1859 

Johann Jakob 2 May 1794 Marianne Gachter 

Joseph 2 Jan 1797 1868 

Maria Magdalena 26 Nov 1800 Johann Anton Good 

Jakob Anton 

Franz Joseph 15 Apr 1808 1837 

Valentin 27 Jan 1811 1839 1875 


It seems that the Jakob Anton and Maria Barbara's children had certain connections to Sarganserland (the southern part of Canton St. Gallen): The eldest son, Ulrich, had a son who 
worked for some time as a farm-laborer in Ragaz, and Ulrich's second wife was from Flums. The wife of the second eldest brother, Johannes, was also from Flums. And the only 
sister, Maria Magdalena, was married with Johann Anton Good from Mels.**! 


At the time Jakob Anton and Maria Barbara had son and our ancestor Johann Jakob, their canton was in a state of change—Franz Anton Good of Mels (one of their daughters 
married a Good from Mels) was campaigning for direct democracy in the canton after the Sonderbund war. See the Historical Context section in earlier pages titled ‘Historical 
context: Saint Gallen, Napoleon, Democracy’ for more information. 


Gschwend-Bucher family in the Altstatten city registry.*®? Johann Jakob (3) is listed as Jakob. 
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380 Buirgerregister Altstatten, on microfilm Bd. 6, Rhode Hinterforst at Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, ZLA 002b/3. Pg 25, No 75 
381 Bg 159 No 116 Burgerregister Mels, Bd. 1. - Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, ZLA 002b / 46. 
382 Burgerregister Altstatten, on microfilm Bd. 6, Rhode Hinterforst at Staatsarchiv St. Gallen, ZLA 002b/3. Pg 25, No 75 
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Joseph Gachter [222] Catharina Stiger [223] 


Joseph's birthdate is difficult to determine, as there were several Joseph Gachters born | Born 20 Aug 1766 in Montlingen, married 30 Oct 1785. 
around the same time in the church in Montlingen. He and Catharina appear to have 
several children who passed away as infants, all listed in the Montlingen church records. 
It may be that only daughter Marianne survived to adulthood. Joseph and Catharina may 
have died before the Burgerregister was created in 1830, as so far records of her haven't 
been found amongst the Gachters there. 


(Catharina’s father, Jakob Stiger, may have been the son of Johanes Stieger and 
Anna Luechinger. Catharina’s mother Katharina, may be Kobler, potential dates are 
19 Apr 1731 - 23 Apr 1767, but this remains to be researched in more depth.) 


Parents Unknown Parents Jakob Stiger and Katharina 
Marriage date 30 Oct 1785 in Montlingen 

Children 

Name Birth information Death information 

Anna Maria 27 Aug 1787 

Maria Anna (Marianne) 1 Sept 1794, married Johann Jakob Gschwend Aug 1835 in Kobelwies 

Josephus 12 Jan 1794 

Maria Anna 31 Dec 1795 

Catharina 31 Oct 1796 

Anna Barbara 28 Feb 1800 


Birth record Ana Catharina Stiger, 1766°® 


Au. (aanaar 


Potential birth record for Joseph Gachter*™ 


Many very similar records appear in Montlingen church books at this time making it difficult to differentiate with any certainty. Potential records are: March 1762 to Johann Gachter 
and Ana Maria Matler3*5, 27 Mar 1764 to Johann Gachter and Elizabeth Stiger, 6 Apr 1764 to Joseph Gachter and Ana Maria. 
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383 Montlingen Church records in the St Gallen State Archives, http://staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=1581&m=&b=ZVA_12_1250_096.jpg 
384 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | ZVA 12.477 - Montlingen (katholisch): Tauf- und Ehebuch | 1619-1840 http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=732&m=&b=ZVA_12_1250_088 
385 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | ZVA 12.477 - Montlingen (katholisch): Tauf- und Ehebuch | 1619-1840 http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=732&m=&b=ZVA_12_1250_084 


Gachter-Stiger marriage record, Montlingen, 30 Oct 17852 
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Death of son Josephus 12 Jan 1794%87 and daughter Maria Anna, 31 Dec 1795388 
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386 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | ZVA 12.477 - Montlingen (katholisch): Tauf- und Ehebuch | 1619-1840 http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=732&m=&b=ZVA_12_477_018.jpg 
387 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | ZVA 12.477 - Montlingen (katholisch): Tauf- und Ehebuch | 1619-1840 http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=732&m=&b=ZVA_12_479_057.jpg 
388 Staatsarchiv St. Gallen | ZVA 12.477 - Montlingen (katholisch): Tauf- und Ehebuch | 1619-1840 http://www.staatsarchiv-sg.ch/index.php?bid=732&m=Gb=ZVA_12_479_062.jpg 


Land Acknowledgment 


f| Indigenous peoples have inhabited southern Illinois since time immemorial. | believe it’s important to recognize that the immigration 
r| story in this book occurred mostly through St Louis to what is now southern Illinois, on the ancestral lands of people who were 
| removed unjustly only a few decades earlier, and that we, the descendants of these immigrants, are beneficiaries of that removal. We 
_f}| should thank them for their hospitality and stewardship of the land that we have come to love and cultivate. As | have sought to 

| understand my family’s story while writing this book, | also wanted to note that there is a longstanding history—even before boats came 
i | from Germany to America—that brought me to my place. 


Specifically, before my ancestors arrived, people occupied lands bounded by the Wisconsin, Ohio, Wabash, and Mississippi Rivers in 60 
villages.%°? The Illinois called themselves “inoca” while French explorers and missionaries generally referred to them as “Illinois.” There 
may have been as many as 12 different Illinois tribes, however, by the end of the century seven of these tribes had disappeared or 
-| merged with other Illinois tribes, under significant pressure from disease brought by Europeans as well as pressure from other Native 
+) Americans who were pushed west by settlers. 


Five principal tribes survived into the 1700s: the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Michigamea, Peoria, and Tamaroa. (Note the Kaskaskia are noted 
| on the 1765 map of the Mississippi river at left—at the farthest north point pictured is the Fort de Chartres, in present-day southern 
Illinois near Prairie du Rocher). 


| Encyclopedia Britannica describes the Illinois as follows: “[they] traditionally lived in villages, their dwellings covered with rush mats 
| and housing several families each. The Illinois economy combined agriculture with foraging; women cultivated corn and other plant 
| foods, small parties took forest mammals and wild plants throughout the year, and most members of a given village participated in one 
r| or more winter bison hunts on the prairie. Little is known of Illinois social organization, but it was probably similar to that of the Miami, 
with a civil chief elected from among a village council and a war chief chosen according to his ability to lead raids.” 


In 1715, the village of Kaskaskia was a Native American settlement about 75 miles south of where Highland would later be founded. 
Kaskaskia was home to around 400 Illinois men as well as a few French men who had settled there and married native women. A 

| visitor in 1715 said that the villagers were ‘very good people.’”° Only the Kaskaskia and Peoria tribes continued to exist in the early 

_| 1800s. 


| | In 1803 and again in 1818 the US government acknowledged that the Illinois Tribes occupied “the extensive tract of country which of right 
y| belongs to them and which was possessed by their ancestors for many generations.”3! 


|| A close reading of these treaties and the circumstances in which they were negotiated reveals considerable deception, inequity, and 

_| violence. The earliest treaties were negotiated by William Henry Harrison, Governor of Indiana Territory, who followed a divide-and- 

| rule strategy to obtain Indian land. Harrison's method was to find someone who could claim land ownership and strike a deal with that 
person without consulting with other, more legitimate land authorities. 


For example, the 1803 Treaty with the Kaskaskia ignored the fact that the Peoria, Michigamia, Cahokia, and Tamaroa also had rights to 
r) these lands. A new treaty negotiated in 1818 recognized these groups’ rightful claims. The Kickapoo rejected both treaties for ignoring 
‘| their legitimate rights to much of central Illinois—they had moved south into the area near Peoria after the Illinois tribes had been 

|| destroyed about 1765. 


| Tensions between indigenous peoples and the US led to increased conflict during Tecumseh’s War and the War of 1812, during which the 
Kickapoo and many other regional tribes hoped to expel the incoming white settlers. As Tecumseh said at the time, 


“Where today are the Pequot? Where are the Narragansett, the Mochican, the Pocanet, and other powerful tribes of our people? 
They have vanished before the avarice and oppression of the white man, as snow before the summer sun... Sleep not longer, O 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, 


.. Will not the bones of our dead be plowed up, and their graves turned into plowed fields?”°” 


1 The end of the war led to a change of federal Indian policy. White American leaders began to advocate the removal of tribes to lands 
west of the Mississippi River, to get rid of their claims to lands that were being demanded by white American settlers. 


| Under the pressure of advancing settlers, the Kickapoo accepted to move in exchange for an annual subsidy to leave the state. The 1819 
| Treaty of Edwardsville saw the Kickapoo cede 14 million acres of land: the entirety of their holdings in Illinois, comprising nearly one- 
_ half the area of the state, in exchange for a smaller tract on the Osage River in Missouri and a paltry payment for what was to become 


387 Map ‘Course of the river Mississipi from the Balise to Fort Chartres’, 1765. Library of Congress. Map of Illinois: Morse’s North American Atlas, 1842. Library of Congress. 
390 Norall, Frank. Bourgmont, Explorer of the Missouri, 1698-1725. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988, 107 

31 Native tribes of Southern Illinois, US Forest Service. https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/shawnee/home/?cid=FSEPRD973483 

3° Tecumseh in 1811, from Turner III, Frederick (1973). "Poetry and Oratory". The Portable North American Indian Reader. Penguin Book. pp. 246-247 


some of the world’s richest farmland.* The Kickapoo were not eager to move, partly because their assigned tract in Missouri was made of rugged hills and already occupied by the 


Osage, who were their hereditary enemies. Instead, half of the population traveled south and crossed onto the Spanish side of the Red River in modern day Texas. The US 


government quickly mobilized to prevent this emigration and force their removal to Missouri. Many Kickapoo resisted; they managed to delay, stall, or evade all orders to leave and 


attempted to remain along the Wabash, Sangamon, Kaskaskia, and Illinois Rivers. A few even remained until 1832, when they helped the Sauk during the Blackhawk War.”3% 


‘Lou/siane’: French-language Map of the Mississippi River with indigenous territories, 1718 


Note the ‘Ancien Village des Illinois’ (former Illinois village) along the Illinois River, ‘Caskaquias’ (Kaskaskia) near present-day Kaskaskia, ‘Les Quicapou’ (the Kickapoo) 
east of ‘Chicagou’, and the ‘desert... ou les Illinois font la chasse de boeuf’ (desert where Illinois hunt beef) in what is now Kentucky. 
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Source: Carte de la Louisiane et du cours du Mississippi [i.e. Mississippi]: dressée sur un grand nombre de mémoires entrautres sur ceux de Mr. le Maire, 1718 


3°3 Campus Land Acknowledgement Statements Recognize Native Land History. 2018. https://ggis.illinois.edu/news/2018-11-05/campus-land-acknowledgement-statements-recognize-native-land-history 
3%4 Herring, Joseph B. “The Vermillion Band Kickapoos.” In Kenekuk the Kickapoo Prophet, 7-24. University Press of Kansas, 2021. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvlp2gkms.7. 
35 Encyclopedia Britannica, Black Hawk's intentions in 1832. https://www.britannica.com/event/Black-Hawk-War/Black-Hawks-intentions-in-1832 
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The 1882 History of Madison Count” describes this removal as follows: 


“There were no Indians resident in the territory now comprising Madison County within the time of its settlement by the whites. There was originally a Kickapoo town near 
the Salem camp ground. It was their second town in importance, the first being at Peoria. The hunting lodges stood there till 1820. 


In early days, however, the Indians frequently visited this part of Illinois, mostly with the object of having conferences with Gov. Ninian Edwards at Edwardsville. Large 
companies or bands of Indians, sometimes to the number of one hundred and fifty canoes, each canoe containing three or four men, women, and children, not unfrequently 
passed down the Mississippi. These companies sometimes passed on to St. Louis to see William Clark, governor of the territory of Missouri, and sometimes stopped at 
Gillham's landing, on the Mississippi, just below the mouth of the Missouri, there left their canoes moored to the shore, and proceeded on foot to Edwardsville, to see Gov. 
Edwards who held councils and made treaties with them. 


One of the old residents of the county states that he had seen the men marching along the road to Edwardsville in a single file, a mile in length. The squaws and papooses 
were generally left at the river to guard the canoes and baggage. These Indians were Sacs, Foxes, Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes, who then inhabited the country on the 
upper Mississippi about the present towns of Rock Island, Davenport and Galena, the country on the Illinois river in the vicinity of Peoria, and other portions of northern 
Illinois. They were then perfectly friendly to the whites. The squaws usually wanted to barter strings of beads for green corn, and the braves showed a great fondness and 
anxiety for whisky. Often before their return homeward they would encamp for several days at a time near the Mississippi, and the men would hunt deer and other wild 
game which, with boiled corn, would constitute their stock of provisions for the voyage up the river. 


On the sixth of August 1819. at Edwardsville, a treaty was negotiated between Auguste Chouteau and Benjamin Stephenson, commissioners on the part of the United States, 
and the chiefs of the Kickapoo tribe of Indians, by which the Kickapoos ceded all their land on the northwest side of the Wabash river, including their principal village and a 
tract of land covering the central part of the state of Illinois, estimated to contain upward of ten million of acres, bounded by a line commencing at the mouth of the Illinois 
River, running eastwardly to the line dividing the states of Illinois and Indiana, thence north to the Kankakee river, and thence down the Illinois river to the place of 
beginning. The United States agreed, in return, to pay the Kickapoos two thousand dollars in silver, annually, for 15 successive years, at their town on the waters of the 
Osage river, and to guarantee them peaceable possession of their country on the Osage and to restrain all white persons from hunting or settling therein. The United States 
also promised to furnish two boats in which to transport the property of the Indians from some point on the Illinois river to their new place of residence, and to select some 
judicious citizen to accompany them in their journey through the white settlements. 


Proclamation was made of this treaty on the thirteenth of January 1821. Indians still continued to visit Edwardsville till 1827 or 1828. Traces of their camps and the peculiar 
marks made in their stripping the bark from trees were visible ten years afterward. The Kickapoos at one time had a temporary encampment near the mouth of Indian creek 
and buried many of their dead there.” 


The US Department of State Office of the Historian concluded that “through a combination of coerced treaties and the contravention of treaties and judicial determination, the United 
States Government succeeded in paving the way for the westward expansion and the incorporation of new territories as part of the United States.”°” 


US Government sold recently acquired land in Madison County, 1834 


With the area now firmly under the control of the federal government, any unclaimed land became the ‘public domain,’ which was surveyed, divided into townships of 36 square 
miles, and sold through land offices. The first in Illinois opened in Kaskaskia in 1814. 


#1 


The excerpt of the land abstract at left mentions 
the sale of land in Madison County. It was sold by 
the federal government at the Edwardsville Land 
Office, directly to Casper Koepfli. The original land 
patent was signed by Elijah Haywood on behalf of 
Andrew Jackson, President of the US. 


Principal Weridian. 


This parcel was bought and sold 8 times before 
UNITED STATBS CERTIFICATE OF ENTRY coming into the Geiger family, where it has been 
4 Dated Feb, 28, dese farmed for more than 100 years. The fruits of that 
To family’s labor established part of the generational 
CASPER KOCEPFLI wealth passed down by my ancestors to my 
. : parents and grandparents, who were able to raise 
me with it. 


As per “Auditor's Bpok" 


Although the more convenient narrative used at 


the time my ancestors arrived said that there were simply ‘no Indians resident’ on this land, we know that it had actually been occupied by the Illinois people, as admitted by the 
government itself in 1818, when it stated the land was ‘possessed by their ancestors for many generations.’ This acknowledgement is a small gesture of sincere thanks to them for 
what the land they stewarded has brought me. 


3% History of Madison County, Illinois: illustrated, with biographical sketches of many prominent men and pioneers. 1882. http://www. idaillinois.org/digital/collection/edpl/id/10635 
37 Indian Treaties and the Removal Act of 1830. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/indian-treaties 
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A note on the author: 
Morgan Sue Gray 


| was born 20 Mar 1987 in Davenport, lowa to Eric Gray and Sue 
(Geiger) Gray, and | grew up in Illinois. 


| am one of the many grandchildren of Delores and Othmar 
Geiger, the ‘founding family’ at the center of this book. The photo 
on this page is of Delores and | at her 90" birthday party. 


| spent most of my twenties and thirties living and working in 
Geneva, Switzerland after moving there to study at the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies. 
After thirteen years of residency here, | am also finalizing the 
long process of naturalization and with any luck by the time 
anyone is reading this | will be a dual Swiss-American citizen. 


My proximity to the ‘original’ Helvetia after many childhood 
visits to Helvetia, Illinois led me to begin exploring my family 
history. With the help of many online databases, physical 
libraries, and relatives, some of which | met online or in person 
during the course of my research, | began compiling 
documentation and data that eventually took shape into a book. 
Countless hours of night-time after-work research, visiting 
libraries and museums across the globe for ‘book holidays’, 
clicking through old church books page by page and then 
writing and formatting resulted in this amateur publication. 
Although | am well aware of the extremely limited audience, | 
am nonetheless very proud of this work that | think | have been 
uniquely positioned with the time and capabilities to do. 


| hope that my taking the time to do this research, then 
publishing and circulating it to make it available to fellow hobby 
researchers, will someday be valued by some other distant 
member of my family looking to trace back the same roots or 
routes—and if humans manage to get our shit together in the 
next decade and leave behind an inhabitable planet, maybe it 
will even someday be valued by future generations of my 
family. Or, perhaps it will just serve the more immediate 
members of my family who will appreciate the opportunity to 
learn how we came about. 


Anyone with more or better information about the family 
contained in this book is heartily encouraged to contact me, 
(either by email at morgansgray@gmail.com or via whatever 
social media they can find me at when they discover this book) 
as updates or improvements would be truly appreciated. | have 
really loved collaborating on this project with my discovered 
relatives and would be glad to hear from more. Until then, | will 
work to find a constructive way to use all of my new-found free 
time now that this Geigerbuch has been more or less 
_ ‘completed.’ 
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